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Brownsburg resident celebrates 105th birthday
Brownsburg resident Edith Hallett cel-

ebrated her 105th birthday Feb. 22. Hal-
lett has lived in Brownsburg her entire life, 
taught for 40 years, raised eight children 
and shared 68 years of marriage with her 
late husband. The Town of Brownsburg 

proclaimed Feb. 22, 2023, as Mrs. Edith Hal-
lett Day. 

Members from the Brownsburg Town 
Council, Brownsburg Fire Territory and 
Brownsburg Meadows gathered to cel-
ebrate her.

COMMUNITY

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Edith Hallett 
turned 105 
Feb. 22. (Photo 
provided by 
the Town of 
Brownsburg)

Soil at Water Conservation district touts 
accomplishments 

Hendricks County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District works toward enhanced soil 
and water quality in 2022. 

Attendees at the 71st annual meet-
ing learned about 2022 accomplishments. 
Another 505 acres entered the roster of 
no-till cropping. Cover crops on harvested 
fields grew by 3,166 acres. More than 16 
acres of field borders were added. A 6,500 
square-foot heavy use protection area en-
sures diminished run-off during rain events. 
Nearly 57 acres were stabilized by pastur-
ing and hay planting. The pest management 

campaign grew by more than 26,000 acres. 
The district convened 17 workshops 

devoted to educating the public about 
conservation measures. More than 8 acres 
underwent brush management, and more 
than 16,000 acres are undergoing nutrient 
management, reducing unwanted runoff 
into waterways and unnecessary fertiliza-
tion. More than 16 acres were devoted to 
pollinator habitat, and the district sold 267 
native trees. Tree sales generate revenues 
used for district programs. 



March 10, 2023
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
3COMMUNITY

Avon native honored as college laureate
Greenville University 

senior Claire Krober was 
named a 2022 Student 
Laureate at Lincoln 
Academy of Illinois. 

The worship arts and 
theology double major 
was recognized for her 
leadership among stu-
dents who are urged 
to follow Abraham Lin-
coln’s example of “lead-
ership that inspires.” 

Krober plays guitar 
and drums and sings in 
student bands that lead 
worship for on- and off-
campus events. She’s 
also active in GU’s Inter-
faith Club. After graduation, Krober plans to pursue a master’s degree 
at Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies in Jacksonville, Fla., 
as she prepares for a career as a worship pastor.

ICONIC brief
Brownsburg Town Council welcomes new 

member, approves park development

WHAT HAPPENED: Council President Travis Tschaenn 
welcomed new council member Mark Tieken. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Travis Tranbarger, Brownsburg 
Parks and Recreation director reviewed the bids for 
Brownsburg’s Virgil Park. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Development 
Services Director Jodi Dickey 
presented the third reading and 
final adoption for Phase Two of the 
Garner property development. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Economic 
Development Director Ethan 
Pierce shared the annual Economic 
Development report. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Chosen by a Hendricks County 
Republican Party caucus Feb. 20, Tieken replaces Brian Jessen 
who resigned Jan. 27 citing “personal reasons.” 

WHAT IT MEANS: Virgil Park is located on County Road 
300 N and was originally purchased to serve as a trailhead 
to the B&O Trail. The 6.7 acre parcel will include a yearround 
restroom, nature play area and pathways. It has a protected 
wetland and developed prairieland to increase natural 
habitat. The park board recommended the lowest bid from 
Smock Fansler. The council unanimously approved. The 
total project will cost just under $3.1 million and includes 
a $367,932 Land and Water Conservation Grant from the 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources. Virgil Park will be 
completed by the fall 2024. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This included 
annexation for property at 7210 N. CR 
800 E and 3885 N. Ind. 267, both part of 
the same project. Council approved both 
annexations unanimously. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  Brownsburg saw 
substantial development in 2021 and 2022 
with an estimated $336 million invested 
by commercial and industrial companies. 
Approximately $207 million came through 
the Economic Development Department, 
and $128 million went through 
development services. Pierce said trends 
show hiring estimates are typically low. 
For example, Mercury Marine originally 
estimated 275 new jobs but are hiring 
around 350.  

Compiled by Melissa Gibson

The Brownsburg Town Council met Feb. 23 for a regular 
meeting. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesdays each month at Brownsburg Town Hall, 61 N. Green 
St., Brownsburg. The next meeting was scheduled for March 
9. The ICON will report on this meeting in an upcoming issue.

Greenville University senior and Avon native 
Claire Krober (left) received the Lincoln Academy 
of Illinois Student Laureate award from president 
Suzanne Davis. (Photo provided by GU).
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Hendricks Regional Health is the only hospital in the Indianapolis Metro 
Area to receive the Healthgrades 2023 Critical Care Excellence Award. 
That means we’re in the top 10% in the nation for critical care. This honor 
goes hand-in-hand with seven Healthgrades five-star quality awards and 
providers that won’t back down from giving exceptional care.

hendricks.org/UNSTOPPABLE
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Avon Town Council begins property 
annex, hears development information

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance that annexes Oxford Park, 
located south of East County Road 100 S and west of South County Road  525 E as 
an addition to Avon Town Council Ward 1. 

WHAT HAPPENED: A letter of intent, an agreement and an economic development 
bond were introduced between the town and DRG Industrial Fund I Avon, a 
Delaware-based limited liability company.  This is for land DRG owns along Ronald 
Reagan Parkway. The project is known as the Reagan Logistics Center Project. A 
public hearing and final reading will be on the council’s agenda March 23.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution declaring property at 8838 
CR 100 S. an economic revitalization area. This is the first step for tax abatement to 
Ryder Integrated Logistics that will operate a business at the Avon Logistics Center 
building 2.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved the second reading of a remote work policy 
ordinance that establishes policies for working remotely. It was introduced Feb. 9. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This property is currently primarily agricultural or farmland. The town 
has interacted with property owners for three years. Owners will be sent a notice of the 
council’s approval, followed by a 90-day remonstrance period beginning March 2. The 
petition can be signed 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. weekdays at town hall. Five meetings with town 
staff will be held 5 p.m.-9 p.m. on dates to be announced at the Professional Development 
Center at White Oak Early Learning Center, 7221 E. U.S. 36. If enough owners don’t sign the 
remonstrance petition, then the annexation will be effective May 31. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The Reagan Logistics Center Project is the development of two industrial 
buildings at 1500 and 1322 Ronald Reagan Parkway. One building will be 700,000 square 
feet and the other 300,000. DRG will pay $2.1 million for infrastructure costs through the 
purchase of Avon economic development revenue bonds. The total building infrastructure 
cost is $2.8 million, and DRG will pay the difference. The total project cost is expected to be 
$45 million. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Ryder signed a lease with Chicago Industrial Real Estate on 200,000 
square feet of an 800,080 square foot building. The tax abatement is a five-year, 50%, 
personal property tax abatement. Estimates show the business will have an annual payroll 
of $2.75 million and a $12 million investment in equipment and information technology. 
Ryder anticipates an August move-in date.

WHAT IT MEANS: Department heads will implement this policy on a case-by-case basis. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Feb. 23. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Thursday of the month at Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. Meetings can be viewed on the 
town’s social media accounts. The next scheduled meeting was scheduled for March 9. The 
ICON will report on that meeting in an upcoming issue.

Local students win oratorical contest
Avon High school student Rion Bolden 

won the Optimist Club of Avon’s Oratori-
cal contest based on a theme, Discover-
ing the Optimism within Me. Avon stu-
dent Sukhleen Dhami placed second. 

The pair will compete against winners 
from other Optimist cubs in the area at 

the regional at 2 p.m. March 12 at Plain-
field Public Library.

The regional winner will compete at 
the district level April 22 and potentially 
farther in competition for scholarships. 
For more information visit avonoptimist.
org.

ICONIC brief
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Danville Town Council approves lift 
station expense, St. Patty’s road closures

WHAT HAPPENED: Council president David Winters presented Tom Swords with an 
award for 30 years of service on the board of zoning appeals. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council gave approval to the parks department and the 
Danville Downtown Partnership to close roads March 17 for Paddy’s Day on the 
Square 5K fun run. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council gave the wastewater department approval to build a 
lift station in Gary Eakin Park for $30,180. 

WHAT HAPPENED: An ordinance based on a petition and letter of intent from 
property owners Mathew and April Klimas was introduced to vacate an alleyway 
between 52 Maple St. and Urban Street. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Winters said his contribution has been critical to the town’s success.  

WHAT IT MEANS: This is the second Paddy’s Day on the Square. Activities start at 8 a.m. 
when the fountain will be dyed green at South Jefferson and Main streets. Watch for a 
leprechaun and bagpipers. Restaurants will offer lunch specials. The 5K fun begins at 5:30 
p.m. with a pub crawl at 6 p.m.

WHAT IT MEANS: The money pays for the equipment, installation and the start up for the 
lift station that will serve the new ball field and a new building.

WHAT IT MEANS: The Klimases own four lots on both sides of the alley. They would like to 
vacate the alley to get more use of their yard. No town utilities run in the alleyway, and it is 
not used as a thoroughfare. It is currently grass covered from lack of use. A second reading 
and public hearing will be held before the ordinance can be approved.  

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Feb. 15. Meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube 
channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Wednesdays each month at Danville 
Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next scheduled meeting is March 15.  

COMMUNITY

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Our Doctor of Audiology is your neighbor. Her family has 
made Brownsburg their home for over twenty years, 

and she’s been practicing audiology on the west side of 
Indianapolis since 2003. SLA Audiology is invested in the 

community, in you, and your hearing success.

SLA Audiology is proud to be an entirely independent audiology 
practice. That means that we don’t have any ties to a specific 

manufacturer. Rather, we work with all manufacturers to offer the 
widest selection of technology. This allows us to maintain only one 
loyalty, and that is to our patients. The personalized care that our 

patients receive is what differentiates SLA Audiology.

Local, specialized healthcare just makes sense!

Locally OWNED 
Locally DEDICATED

Schedule an  
appointment by calling  
317-932-0099 or online 

at SLAaudiology.com

Dr. Shannon L. Austin, Au.D.

COMPREHENSIVE HEARING HEALTHCARE
• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for Adults & Pediatrics
• Communication Needs Assessments
• Earwax Management
•  Hearing Aid Fittings, Repairs,  

and Programming of most brands
• Custom Hearing Protection
• Occupational Hearing Screenings
• Accepting Many Major Insurances

Plainfield Town Council 
encourages residents to participate 

in comprehensive plan

WHAT HAPPENED: The 
council passed an ordinance 
on first reading that would 
annex property called 
Venables Annexation, 
Phase I, into the town to 
district 3.

WHAT IT MEANS: The property 
consists of .906 acres along 
South County Road 600 East. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Plainfield is getting ready 
to undertake a planning process to update the 2016 
Comprehensive Plan, and town officials encourage 
residents to apply to participate. The comprehensive 
plan is a public policy document for the town that 
sets the long-range vision for physical development, 
housing, economic development, transportation, 
community facilities and related topics. It serves as a 
guide for decision makers by expressing community 
values and priorities. It is a tool to address community 
needs, prepare for change and preserve the town’s 
character. Apply at forms.office.com/r/0UtFNsemSy.

Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met Feb. 27. The council meets at 6 p.m. for a work session 
and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each month at 591 
Moon Road. Agendas and meeting minutes can be found at townofplainfield.com. The next 
meeting is scheduled for March 13.
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Chris Petrelli implemented his full professional stride 
when he took the reins as executive director of Hendricks 
Live!, the county’s new arts and entertainment venue in 
Plainfield. 

He came on board prior to its groundbreaking, bringing 
with him a full art background toolbox. He has a bache-
lor’s degree in theater and drama from Indiana University, 
topped off with a master of business administration from IU 
Kelley School of Business. 

His professional career started in New York City in 2003 
where he worked as an associate producer, producer and di-
rector of project management. Conner Prairie living history 
museum in Fishers lured him back to Indiana as an interim 
director of marketing, then director of programs and educa-
tion, senior director of museum experiences and eventually 
associate vice president of museum experiences. 

Petrelli’s previous experience proved to be a solid founda-
tion for him to launch Hendricks Live! He considers his posi-
tion a once in a lifetime opportunity and articulates a clear 
vision on future programming for the facility.  

“First and foremost we are a home for local and region-
al arts organizations,” said Petrelli. “A lot of our calendar is 
reserved for our partnerships with Hendricks County Civic 
Theater, Hendricks Symphony, Children’s Ballet and the Hen-
dricks County Arts Council. We also want to be a place to 
help incubate new arts organizations as they develop and 
flourish.”

Partnering with other regional, Indianapolis and Indi-
ana-based arts organizations is also part of the nonprofit’s 
mission. The theater plans to add high caliber national and 
international concerts and comedy acts.  

“I think our location is convenient for the west side of 
Indianapolis and even further west,” said Petrelli. “We also 
serve communities south of us such as Mooresville. We will 
provide an opportunity for people to really engage with 
art, culture and entertainment in a way they haven’t had a 
chance to do before.” 

EveMarie Bessenbach was recently hired as director of de-
velopment and communications.

“I strongly believe in the transformative power of the 
arts,” said Bessenbach. “The arts have the power to change 
lives. Being able to share with the community the mission 
of Hendricks Live! and the role that we want to play in the 
community is a tremendous honor.”

Their top priorities include building public awareness 
and establishing Hendricks Live! as a welcoming, acces-
sible place and a resource for all of Hendricks County and 
beyond. 

A community room on the second floor has access to a 
catering kitchen for family parties, wedding receptions, cor-
porate events and meetings. 

“An example of what that means is that someone can 
come here to see a performance one weekend then come 
to a baby shower the next weekend,” said Bessenbach. “This 

is truly an art center for the entire community.”
The second floor space will also host smaller artistic 

events that don’t require huge sets or scenery such as jazz 
quartets, chamber music or small cabaret productions.  

An adjacent outdoor terrace can expand the space. 
Weather permitting, large glass doors open  from the com-
munity room to the terrace giving it an indoor-outdoor 
quality that can accommodate up to 160 people with after-
noon light streaming into the area.

“A large portion of our operating budget is contributed 
income,” said Bessenbach. “That comes from building rela-
tionships.” 

Petrelli and Bessenbach are going out into the communi-
ty to build those relationships. Obtaining fiscal partnerships 
is only a segment of their motivation for reaching out. 

“Our goal right now is to proactively reach the commu-
nity so that everybody in Hendricks County knows we exist,” 
said Petrelli. “We will start our opening campaign in the fall of 

Hendricks Live! introduces 
executive director 

HENDRICKS LIVE!
Theater details: Hendricks Live! has a proscenium 
stage — the stage frame separates the performance 
area from the audience. It can seat 600. The majority 
of the seats are on the main floor, with the remaining 
in the balcony.
Guest speaking opportunities: Hendricks Live! 
holds monthly community conversations for the pub-
lic to get information and ask questions. Petrelli and 
Bessenbach can also act as guest speakers for orga-
nizations that want to know more about Hendricks 
Live! Contact EveMarie Bessenbach, evemarie.bessen-
back@hendrickslive.org or (317) 417-9067.
Address: 200 W. Main St., Plainfield
Website: hendrickslive.org
E-newsletter: hendrickslive.org/newsletter
Social media: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and 
YouTube. 

Hendricks Live! will open in 2024 under the leadership of executive director Chris Petrelli and EveMarie Bessenbach, director of development and 
communications. (Photo by Catherine Myers)

Hendricks Live! theater space in Plainfield will seat 600 patrons.

2023. But right now we want to be in front of people so they 
know that we are celebrating the best of Hendricks County 
while bringing the best to Hendricks County.”  

ON THE COVER:  Hendricks Live! executive director Chris Petrelli will 
lead the new arts and entertainment venue focusing on local and 
regional as well as some national performances. (Photo by Catherine 
Myers)
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HENDRICKS REGIONAL HEALTH 
CELEBRATES THE UNSTOPPABLE 

SPIRIT OF TOMORROW’S LEADERS
A feature in the Hendricks County ICON  

highlighting leaders of tomorrow.

By Mike Beas

The aspiring high school history teacher made his 
writing and directorial debut with three showings 
of “The Clockmaker” last month inside the Danville 
High School auditorium.

Senior Hunter VanBebber even stretched his act-
ing legs — ok, wings — in each with 15-second 
cameos as the play’s dragonfly puppet.

Not that he needed additional responsibilities.
“Every year, the high school puts on a student-

directed show, so from the beginning I wanted to be 
the student who does it as a senior,” said VanBebber. 
“It was really magical to see what I had written come 
to life, but it was very taxing on my sleep schedule.”

As for his trio of 15-second jaunts across the stage 
while wearing his most-dragonfly-ish ensemble, 
VanBebber can only shrug.

“I needed someone to puppet the dragonfly, and 
no one volunteered to do it,” he said.

VanBebber, whose personality most certainly 
leans more in the direction of doing his own thing, 
began writing “The Clockmaker” during his fresh-
man school year at Danville with the hopes of con-
cocting something uniquely special.

He continued to tweak the creation as time went 
on, making additions here and subtractions there. 
VanBebber admits to not completely finishing his 
writing until Feb. 8, just eight days prior to the first 
of the play’s three showings.

VanBebber, whose 4.0 grade point average places 
him in the top 15 of his class academically, has been 
writing stories since kindergarten. The objective 
with his latest was to alter, even if only slightly, the 

world around us and the way people think.
“The Clockmaker” took the stage Feb. 16, 17 and 

19.
VanBebber first became interested in theater be-

fore the start of his freshman year.
“I was going through the booths for school clubs, 

and thought, ‘I could do that and enjoy doing it,’” he 
said. “And, I am very much enjoying it.”

After graduating from Danville High School later 
this spring, VanBebber plans to attend Ball State 
University where he’ll major in history education.

He’s confident he can make a difference.
“I think it’s a job that can keep me from getting 

bored, and I like kids,” said VanBebber. “It’s an issue 
I see a lot that people don’t enjoy school, and I feel 
I could bring back some enjoyment. At least in my 
class.

“And I think our past is very important in how it 
shapes our present and our future.”

VanBebber has acted in many plays as a high 
schooler. The next will be, “Once Upon A Mattress,” 
scheduled for April 28-30 at DCHS. He will play King 
Sextimus.

Once at college, VanBebber may or may not get 
opportunities to direct and act. Either way, he plans 
to channel his creativity in an entirely different di-
rection by creating a novel combining — wait for it 
— an old-school western that includes wizards.

“Oh, yeah, the wizards will be riding horses, and 
will probably be turning into horses,” said VanBeb-
ber. “That will definitely happen at least once.”

Talk about breaking new ground.

DANVILLE SENIOR WRITES, DIRECTS HIS OWN PLAY
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UNSTOPPABLE 5-Star care.
ANUJ SHUKLA, MD

Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine

Danville senior Hunter VanBebber wrote and directed the student play in February 
and will play King Sextimus in “Once Upon a Mattress” in April. (Photos provided 
by VanBebber) 
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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Avon students compete in Rotary 
speech contest

Relay for Life 
of Brownsburg 

unites with 
Hendricks County

Avon alumni to 
hold banquet

Staff report

Four Avon High School students com-
peted in the Avon Rotary Speech Contest 
Feb. 28. The topic was Imagine a World of 
Service Above Self, and each student wrote 
and delivered a 5 to 7 minute memorized 
speech. Two freshmen, Jayden Christensen 
and Malak Marzak, and two sophomores, 
Stephen Onochie and Adelyn Wyndham 
participated.

Marzak placed first, Wyndham second, 
Onochie third and Christensen fourth.

Organizer Pam Lyons recognized Rotar-
ian judges Melissa Calahan, DeAnne Clifton 
and Suzanne Conger. 

Christensen and Marzak will compete in 
the Rotary District Speech Contest at An-
derson University April 15.

Staff report

A popular cancer fundraising event in 
Brownsburg will change its name this year to 
reinvigorate and expand its mission and en-
gagement efforts. 

The Brownsburg Relay for Life will rename 
its event Relay For Life of Hendricks County 
to welcome additional participants, teams, 
sponsors and volunteers from throughout 
the county. The event will be  2-11 p.m. May 
20 at Brownsburg East Middle School track, 
1250 Airport Road, Brownsburg. 

Community members and teams take 
turns walking the track, while visitors can 
walk or visit team fundraising booths with 
goods, food and games for all ages. A special 
luminaria ceremony remembers and honors 
those currently fighting or who have lost 
their battle with cancer. 

Contact Sharon Hammer at (317) 850-1867 
or email shrnhmmr@sbcglobal.net for more 
information.

Staff report

The Avon Alumni Association will host 
its annual Alumni Banquet April 29 at the 
Avon Advanced Learning Center Café, 
7575 East County Road 150 South, Door 
12, Avon. Social time starts at 4 p.m. with 
dinner at 6 p.m. catered by Cochran’s Ca-
tering & Cakes.

This year’s guest speaker will be Class 
of 1969 alumnus retired Lt. Col. Denny 
Grundy who will share what life was like 
as a former Marine fighter pilot. He pi-
loted the F-4 Phantom II, F-14 Tomcat and 
F/A-18 Hornet. 

The alumni association will honor the 
Class of 1973 and recognize all classes 
ending in 3.

The parking lot immediately adjacent 
to door 12 is under construction. Parking 
will be available north of the ALC park-
ing lot. 

Cost: $30. Send checks made payable 
to the Avon Alumni Association, atten-
tion: Avon Alumni Association c/o 233 N. 
CR 900 E, Avon, IN 46123. Include names 
of people attending and graduation year 
for alumni. Call (317) 850-9410 or (317) 
273-1947.

755755
The five Plainfield elementary schools 

made 755 valentine cards for Plainfield 
Lions Club members to distribute to area 
senior living facilities including Sugar 
Grove Senior Living Facility, The Oaks at 
Plainfield, Plainfield Health Care Center, 
Cumberland Trace and Glasswater Creek.  

Avon alum retired Lt. Col. Denny Grundy will be 
the guest speaker at an alumni banquet.

Roman Numerals

After a canned food drive, Reception Diagnostic Center donated more than 500 pounds of food to Second 
Helpings. (Photo provided by RDC)

Staff report

Reception Diagnostic Center (RDC) in 
Plainfield, donated more than 500 pounds 
of food to Second Helpings. All state agen-
cies were invited to participate in an event 
called CANstruction in mid-January. Teams 
of state employees built structures entirely 
from cans of donated food collected at their 
sites.  

Agencies included four teams from the 
Indiana Department of Correction. RDC 
received over 500 pounds of food they do-
nated to Second Helpings where volunteers 
and staff rescue prepared and perishable 
food from wholesalers, retailers and restau-
rants, preventing unnecessary waste. That 
rescued food makes 4,500 nutritious meals 
each day that are distributed to more than 
90 social service agencies that feed Hoosiers 
in need.

Local business donates food for Hoosiers in need
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HISTORY finds
Photo collection

By Marty Carter
As some museum volunteers work at 

scanning our photo collection and oth-
ers prepare new displays for the March 17 
opening, we are discovering, or rediscov-
ering, many wonderful pictures, like this 
one of Maurice Prebster on a mule.

Prebster’s great-grandparents came 
from Germany and eventually made their 
way to Hendricks County. After local citi-
zens organized phone companies and 
farmers had strung the lines from home 
to home in the country in the 1890s, his 
mother was one of Pittsboro’s first tele-
phone operators. She earned $1.50 a 
week and worked four hours a day seven 
days a week. 

Prebster lived on a farm west of 
Brownsburg with his parents and his 
sisters Marian and Dorothy. That was 
probably where he had his picture taken 
on the mule. He would go on to earn an 

engineering degree from Purdue and 
serve in World War II. 

His sister Dorothy became Dorothy Kel-
ley and had a varied and impressive ca-
reer. Some will remember the part of her 
life as a Brownsburg teacher and as the 
energetic, knowledgeable and talented 

volunteer curator of the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum in its early days.

As we lead up to Hendricks County’s 
bicentennial year in 2024, we are celebrat-
ing the huge part that farming has played 
in our history, and our history is reflected 
in the stories of our families.

Starting March 17, the Hendricks County Museum is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. Built in 1866, it was the home 
for Hendricks County sheriffs and their families with the county jail on the lower level until 1974. Groups can schedule tours at hendrickscountymuseum.org or 
leave a message at (317) 718-6158.

Saturday, March 11th

10 am – 1 pm
Avon High School - Door 19

Dresses: $10 • Shoes: $2
Accessories: $1
Cash or Check Only

All Proceeds go to  
Sheltering Wings

Sponsored by  
Interact Club and Avon Rotary

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$12912999 99 
(Normally $159.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 3/31/23

CODE:  ICON 

WINTER OIL  
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blend Motor Oil Only

$$49490000
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 3/31/23

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
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Hendricks County ICONIC Athlete

OUT OF THE BLOCKS

By Mike Beas

An assortment of factors go into Corrie 
Bloomer making her way from Point A to 
Point B as quickly as possible.

Rest assured, the Danville High School se-
nior has analyzed each and every one.

Bloomer is in her third season as a 
sprinter in the Warriors girls track and field 
program. She runs the 100- and 200-meter 
dashes, along with the second leg for the 
4x100 relay. Occasionally, Bloomer is asked 
to be part of the 4x400 or 4x800 relays.

The example she sets are points all their 
own.

“Corrie has a great drive, and the other 
kids see that in her,” said fifth-year War-
riors track coach Rosie Fakes. “It’s a program 
thing for her. Corrie’s desire to have good 
form and work on her starts . . . she’s always 
seeking to improve, and that’s what you 
want as a coach.”

This past fall, she helped lead Danville 
girls soccer to a 12-5-2 record that included 
a spotless 7-0 mark atop the Sagamore Con-
ference standings. A midfielder, Bloomer 
scored eight goals to be named second-
team All-Conference.

Ranked fifth in her class academically 
with a 4.2 grade point average, Bloomer will 
compete for the women’s track program 
either at Oklahoma Wesleyan University or 
Cornerstone University, located in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Both are NAIA schools.

Bloomer did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: Do you consider yourself a soccer 
player who runs track or a track athlete 
who plays soccer?

A: I would say track comes first for me 

Danville senior looks 
forward to upcoming 

track season

Notables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Brownsburg boys basketball team 
won the Class 4A sectional at Plainfield 
with a 64-48 victory over the host Quak-
ers in the championship game. Senior 
wing Elhadj Diallo and junior guard 
Kanon Catchings paced the Bulldogs 
(21-3) with 17 points apiece. Catchings 
led the team in rebounding with six, fol-
lowed by Diallo’s five boards and four 
from junior guard Brendan Lattimer, 
who also tallied seven points. Diallo and 
junior guard Grant Porath chipped in 
five assists each with Porath also making 
four steals. Junior guard Drew Thomp-
son factored in with his seven points 
and three assists.

In Class 3A, Danville downed Tri-West, 
56-44, in the title game at the Danville 
Sectional for what is the Warriors fifth 
sectional crown in the past seven years 
and 20th overall. Caden Collins led 
the way for Danville with 15 points, fol-
lowed by Eli Tricker with 14 and Evan 
Lawrence scoring 11. The team held 
a record of 18-7 entering the Lebanon 
Regional that was played on March 11. 
Tri-West (12-13), which was seeking its 
first sectional title since 2016, was led 
by juniors Max Robertson and Landon 
Gardner with 27 and 11 points, respec-
tively. Gardner and another junior, Drew 
Miller, led the way on the boards with 
four apiece.

Avon finished its season with a 10-14 
mark after losing to Terre Haute South, 
61-58, in a first-round game at the Plain-
field Sectional. Junior Jordan Lomax 
paced the Orioles with his 18 points, 
while senior Daniel Eck added 13 and 
sophomore Rashod Bethley 10. Eck led 
his squad in rebounds with eight; soph-
omore Kendrick Dunmore made three 
steals. Senior Elijah Collier chipped in 
seven points and seven rebounds.

because that’s what I’m going to do in 
college. I love the fact that you reap the 
benefits of your hard work in a tangible 
way. Honestly, the adrenalin rush is one 
of the best things, too. Getting in the 
blocks and being able to visualize my 
race.

Q: Which event do you look forward to 
most during a track meet?

A: Probably the 200 just because it’s the 
first race I was good at. I also like having 
enough time to be able to get up to 
speed. As I’m into the last straightaway, I 
really feel I’m good at picking up speed. 
My starts have improved a lot, and the 
200 is a mental game where I have that 
mentality to push myself.

Q: What will it take for you to look back 
and feel satisfied with your senior track 
season?

A: When I think about times, I know I 
would like to break 13 and 28 seconds 
in the 100 and 200, respectively. And I 
would like our team to win conference. I 
do think we have the team to win it.

Q: What are your plans after graduating 
from Danville Community High School?

A: I’m going to go to college and study 
either pre-med or chemistry. I want 
to become an optometrist. I’ve always 
wanted to work in the medical field, and 
eyes are fascinating. Everything about 
them is super intricate. 

Indiana University Health West Hospital
IU Health Physicians Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Professional Of� ce Building, Suite 148
1115 Ronald Reagan Parkway, Avon, IN 46123
iuhealth.org/ortho-same-day

IU HEALTH PHYSICIANS 
ORTHOPEDIC WALK-IN CLINIC
Monday – Friday, 9 am – 3:30 pm

Danville 
senior 
Corrie 
Bloomer 
will run 
track and 
played 
soccer 
for the 
Warriors. 
She plans 
to run track 
in college. 
(Photo 
provided by 
Bloomer)
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“Nonprofit board service, specifically HCCF, offers me 
the opportunity to form deeper connections with 
my community as HCCF offers services as a 
dedicated leader in our community.”

- Joanna Kennedy
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AVON   

Amelia May Pearcy
Amelia May Pearcy, 89, passed away 
March 3, 2023. She was born Nov. 3, 1933. 
Services will be at 2 p.m. March 10 at Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon. Contributions may be 
made to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for 
Parkinson’s Research. 

BROWNSBURG

Bryan H. Green Jr. 
Bryan H. Green Jr., 53, passed away Feb. 
22, 2023. He was born April 22, 1969. 
Services were held Feb. 25. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to the Eagle Creek Park Foundation.

Patricia Lucille Latta
Patricia Lucille Latta, 86, passed away Feb. 
20, 2023. She was born June 17, 1936. 
Services were held Feb. 25 at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Martha “Louise” Porter
Martha “Louise” Porter, 96, passed away 
Feb. 16, 2023. She was born April 3, 1926. 
A private service will be held. Eric M.D. Bell 

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to Creekside Animal Rescue, Rochdale, or 
Oinking Acres Farm Rescue, Brownsburg.

Michael R. Ross
Michael R. Ross, 63, passed away Feb. 27, 
2023. He was born Nov. 6, 1959. No services 
are planned. Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

John David Smith
John David Smith, 77, passed away Feb. 21, 
2023. He was born Jan. 24, 1946. Services 
with military honors were held Feb. 25. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

James C. Snapp II
James C. Snapp II, 87, passed away Feb. 
28, 2023. He was born Jan. 14, 1936. 
Private services will be held. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to the Calvary United Methodist Memorial 
Fund. 

Ronald Trent 
Ronald Trent, 91, passed away March 
4, 2023. He was born Dec. 13, 1931. 
Services were held March 9. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

COATESVILLE

Elizabeth Kate Collier 
Elizabeth Kate Collier, 85, passed away 
Feb. 25, 2023. She was born Jan. 10, 1938. 
Services were held March 3 at Bousley 
Funeral Home, Coatesville.

DANVILLE

J. Bruce Baker
J. Bruce Baker, 72, passed away March 3, 
2023. He was born Aug. 15, 1950. Services 
were held March 7 at Baker Funeral Home, 
Danville. Contributions may be made to 
the Phi Delta Kappa-Gamma Theta Chapter 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, Danville.  

Joseph “Frog” Anthony Jones 
Joseph “Frog” Anthony Jones, 71, passed 
away Feb. 16, 2023. He was born Feb. 18, 
1951. Services will be 1-4 p.m. March 18 
at Blanton House, Danville. Baker Funeral 
Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to the Danville Chapter of FFA c/o Danville 
Community High School.

NEW WINCHESTER

Truesdell A. Meece 
Truesdell A. Meece, 100, passed away 
Feb. 23, 2023. He was born Jan. 30, 1923. 
Services were held Feb. 27. Helton & Harris 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to Hendricks County Senior Services.

NORTH SALEM 

Marinette Kincaid
Marinette Kincaid, 91, passed away Feb. 25, 
2023. She was born April 28, 1931. Services 
were held March 3 at Porter and Hunt 
Funeral Home, Jamestown.

PITTSBORO

Casey J. Gibbs
Casey J. Gibbs, 86, passed away Feb. 26, 
2023. He was born March 17, 1936. Services 
were held March 4 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro. Contributions may be 
made to Boys Town.

Elijah (Eli) David Perkins 
Elijah (Eli) David Perkins Passed away 
Feb. 20, 2023. He was born Feb. 18, 2023. 
Services were held Feb. 27 at Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

PLAINFIELD

Earl Joseph Brand
Earl Joseph Brand, 79, passed away Feb. 20, 
2023. He was born July 18, 1943. Services 
were held Feb. 23 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Ronald E. Brown
Ronald E. Brown, 72, passed away Feb. 20, 
2023. He was born Feb. 28, 1950. Services 
were held Feb. 25 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Leonard Lewis Haas
Leonard Lewis Haas, 84, passed away Feb. 
15, 2023. He was born Dec. 2, 1938. Services 
will be at 11 a.m. March 18 at First Baptist 
Church, Mooresville. Carlisle-Branson 
Funeral Home, Mooresville, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be 
made to the First Baptist Church Mooresville 
music department. 

Richard Randall Roberts
Richard Randall Roberts, 87, passed away 
Feb. 26, 2023. He was born Feb. 23, 1936. 
Services were held March 4 at Jones Family 
Mortuary, Mooresville.

Mary Lois “Tiny or Teeny” 
(Eads) Robertson

Mary Lois “Tiny or Teeny” (Eads) Robertson, 
96, passed away Feb. 15, 2023. She was born 
Jan. 18, 1927. Services will be held in April. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 
Contributions may be made to the 
Hendricks County Senior Services or Parent 
Project Muscular Dystrophy.

Kathy A. Maraldo
Kathy A. Maraldo, 64, passed away March 3, 
2023. She was born Dec. 11, 1958. Services 
were held March 8 at Conkle Funeral Home 
Avon. Contributions may be made to the 
Foundation for Women’s Cancer. 

Norma Grace Camden Wendt
Norma Grace Camden Wendt, 98, passed 
away March 2, 2023. She was born Nov. 13, 
1924. Services were held March 8. Hampton 
Gentry Funeral Services, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed 
free of charge up to 50 words.   

Funeral directors are encouraged   
to send obituaries and photos to  

lyla@icontimes.com.
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Across
1. Big name in baseball 
cards
6. Avon Beauty Salon tangle 
remover
10. Writing tablets
14. Roundabout sign sym-
bol
15. Kind of code
16. Hoosier National Forest 
sight
17. Company with a 
spokeslizard
18. Honky-___
19. PNC Bank machines
20. Demi or Dudley
22. ___ Moines
24. Rose’s Alterations con-
cern
25. “Evita” role
27. St. Elmo menu item
30. Yours and mine
32. Give a hand?
33. Young Hoosier hooter
34. Hoosier Park racing ac-
cessories
36. Opposite of post-
37. Some Indy Zoo primates
38. Dupe (and not a feline’s 
foot, as you might expect)
42. Minn. neighbor
43. Massage Envy heated 
offering
44. Public square
47. “I’m happy” in Siamese?
48. Table scraps
49. St. Elmo menu item
52. DIY buy
53. Descartes’ conclusion
54. White River slender 
swimmer
55. Sauvignon ___
57. Utah national park
59. Cut into cubes
61. Superbly pitched game 
at Victory Field
64. Latin 101 verb
65. Overly fussy
66. Pleasing scent
67. Part of AARP (Abbr.)
68. Letters before Q
69. Taste quality

Down
1. Playground game
2. Mine find
3. St. Elmo menu item
4. Slightly, to an ISO player
5. Eagle’s dive
6. Food providers
7. Spanish gold
8. The Father of Genetics
9. Bread Basket worker
10. School grp.
11. Like a literary Dodger
12. Tragic end
13. Two trios
21. Rat, for one
23. Oak Tree Golf Course 

garb, often
25. ___ salad
26. Hawaiian 
dance
28. IU prof’s 
aides
29. Needs to 
repay
31. Nap
35. Give to 
Goodwill
36. Guard’s 
duty
38. Midwest 
moniker
39. St. Elmo 
menu item
40. Against
41. Dayton-
to-Avon di-
rection
43. Embrace
44. Lilly rival
45. Serve as a 
go-between
46. Nearly
47. Geist pier 
support
50. Trester 
Award prize
51. Grannies
56. North Indianapolis com-
munity

58. Composer Rorem
60 Yellow Taxi vehicle
62 Texter’s qualifier
63 I-70 road crew 

supply
Answers on Page 17

PUZZLES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

7 5
9 4 8

1 8 9 3
1 8 9 3
9 5 3 6

3 6 4 9
2 6 3 7
8 4 6

6 8

3 ISO Instruments
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Things with Buttons 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Bricks Ice Cream Flavors
____________________
____________________

5 Languages
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Board Games
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 Fair Oaks Farms Animal
______________________

10480 Glasswater Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46231

317-839-5808

First 5 callers with the correct answer 
are invited in for lunch on us!

The name “Indiana” was first used in the 1760’s 
and applied to a private tract of land in another state.

Which state was it?

Managed by Gardant Management Solutions

10480 Glasswater Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46231

317-839-5808

First 5 callers with the correct answer 
are invited in for lunch on us!

The name “Indiana” was first used in the 1760’s 
and applied to a private tract of land in another state.

Which state was it?

Managed by Gardant Management Solutions

When did Dublin’s first official  
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day occur?

Sponsor of the puzzle page: Glasswater Creek Plainfield
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EVENTScalendar
MARCH

10-11 Friday-Saturday
Friends of the Danville Library book sale 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Danville Public Library, 101 S. 
Indiana St., Danville. Books, vinyl records, 
CDs, audio books, movies and magazines. 
Specials include buy-one-get-one-free 
items. (317) 509-4750

10 Friday
Rally for our Kids Gala
6 p.m., Lucas Oil Indianapolis Raceway 
Park, 10267 E. U.S. 136, Indianapolis. 
Brownsburg Education Foundation 
fundraiser. 21 and older. Tickets: $100. Visit 
brownsburgeducationfoundation.org.

11 Saturday
Daughters of the American Revolution 
Q&A
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. 
Wa-Pe-Ke-Way Chapter, National Society 

who can prove lineage to the American 
Revolution. Contact Tracie Curtis, (317) 839-
0722.

11 Saturday
Safe Worship and Stop the Bleed program 
8 a.m.-12 p.m., MADE Center, 1610 Reeves 
Road, Plainfield. Free safety seminar that 
teaches how to safeguard places of worship 
for churches with and without security 
programs. Register: (317) 745-9214

11 Saturday
Severe Weather Presentation  
11 a.m.-1 p.m., Hendricks County 
Government Building, rooms 4 and 5, 355 
S. Washington St., Danville. The National 
Weather Service (NWS) Indianapolis will 
give a severe weather presentation to radio 
amateurs, first responders and the public. 
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. 

12 Sunday
No Luck Irish Run
10:15 a.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 
2499 Perry Crossing Way, Plainfield. USATF 
certified 5k run/walk and Kids Dash. 
runsignup.com

15-18 Wed-Sat
Spring HWGA Kids Consignment Sale
10 a.m.-8 p.m. March 15-17, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. March 18, Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. Free 
admission. Cash and credit accepted. Shop 
over 85,000 kid related items at fractions 
of the cost. herewegrowagain.com/sale/
indywest

17 Friday
St. Patrick’s Day Shenanigans 
8 a.m., dying of the fountain, all day food 
and drink specials at local restaurants, 5:30 
p.m. Paddy’s 5K walk/run and 6 p.m. 21+ 
pub crawl, downtown Danville. danvillein.
gov 

18 Saturday
Vandalia Trail Brisk Bike Rides
9 a.m.-12 p.m., Vandalia Trail, 302 Dan Jones 
Road, Plainfield. Monthly bike ride series 
in Plainfield by the Friends of the Vandalia 
Trail. nrht.org/vandalia

29 Wednesday
Senior Center: Nature’s Myth Busters
12-1:30 p.m., Hendricks County Senior 
Center, 1201 Sycamore Lane, Danville. 
Join naturalists for a free nature-themed 
program. hendrickscountyparks.org

31 Friday
Critter Feeding Time
12-1 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, 
Avon. $3, ages 5 and under are free. Join the 
naturalist and learn about the animals that 
live at the nature center and help feed the 
critters. washingtontwpparks.org

31 Friday
Flashlight Egg-streme Hunt
9:30 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Registration 
required. Teens and adults hunt eggs by 
flashlight as the sun sets and enjoy Peeps 
s’mores around the campfire. Bring a 
flashlight. facebook.com/HCPandR

of Daughters of the American Revolution 
members will answer questions about 
joining DAR or learning about genealogy. 
Membership is open to women 18 and older 

Now through March 26
“Footloose” at Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre

Movie musical explodes on the stage, “Footloose” is the story of a 
big-city kid who shakes things up when he comes to a small town.

Ren McCormack is a rebellious teenager from Chicago. When he 
and his mother move to rural Bomont, Ren learns dancing is banned 
by law, and the town minister Rev. Shaw Moore thinks rock and 
roll music is evil. The minister’s daughter, Ariel, feels trapped in the 
repressive town and Ren decides the best outlet for all the kids is a 
dance. He and his friends find that seeking the unlikely approval from 
Rev. Moore brings unexpected results for all.

The 1984 movie danced its way into the hearts of millions, and 
was nominated for two Oscars, a Golden Globe and a Grammy for its 
powerhouse hits including “Footloose,” “Almost Paradise,” and “Let’s 
Hear It for The Boy.” The stage musical combines the bestselling score 
with dynamic new songs in a celebration of the exhilaration of youth, 
the wisdom of listening to one another, and forgiveness.

For more information, including complete show schedule and tickets, visit beefandboards.com
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By Dick Wolfsie

Mary Ellen and I just returned from a 
wonderful Caribbean cruise. But no one 
wants to read a humor column about how 
much fun we had. So instead, I’ll put on my 
grumpy old man hat and describe every-
thing that went wrong.

On our first day, we went snorkeling. It 
took us about an hour on a catamaran to 
reach the reef, but the fish in St. Thomas 
must have seen us coming because by the 
time we put on all of our gear and dove into 
the bay, there was nary a minnow in sight.

The guide tried to paint a rosy picture of 
our pricey excursion. “Have you ever seen so 
many fish?” he asked.

I answered honestly: “Yes, on the wall of 
Red Lobster.”

Later, on board the ship, one of my hear-
ing aids stopped working.

“Which one?” asked Mary Ellen.
“Starboard side,” I said.
My wife was impressed that I had ad-

opted the proper nautical terminology. But 
when I turned around to walk toward the 
lunch buffet, my broken hearing aid was 
now on the port side of my head. This cre-
ated a real problem: Mary Ellen never knew 
which ear to yell into.

Getting on the elevator required us to 
scan our room card. I kept swiping, but the 
elevator door didn’t open. A fellow passen-
ger walked by. “You’re scanning the hand 
sanitizer dispenser,” he told me.

I complained to the front desk that both 
pools on the ship lacked a shallow end. They 
were 5 feet 9 inches deep everywhere, an 
inch over the top of my head. Who designed 
these pools? Retired NBA players? “Am I the 
only person to complain about this?” I asked 
the cruise director.

“No, Mr. Wolfsie, but you are the tallest.”
One night I carried the TV remote onto 

the veranda outside our room that over-
looked the ocean. The device slipped out 
of my hand when the ship rocked and it 

landed in the Atlantic. 
“That’s never happened before,” said the 

steward. “What were you doing when you 
dropped it?”

“I was channel surfing,” I told him.
Our room safe required us to choose a 

security code. I used our old house number. 
But I must have entered it incorrectly when I 
programmed it because I could not unlock it 
with those same digits later that night. Pan-
icked, I called the security desk, “How did I 
get locked out of my own safe?”

“Wait a second, aren’t you the guy who 
griped about the snorkeling, swiped the 
hand sanitizer with his key card, complained 
that the pool has no shallow end and lost 
his remote in the Atlantic? And did you ever 
get your hearing aid fixed?”

Wow, word travels fast at sea.
On the way home, I went to the deli at the 

airport to get a bite to eat before boarding 
the plane. All they had was a stale-looking 
chicken sandwich with wilted lettuce and 
slimy American cheese. I bought one along 
with a bottle of water. Mary Ellen took a 
pass.

“That will be $25,” said the cashier.
“$25? At Costco right here in San Juan, I 

could get five whole rotisserie chickens for 
25!”

“Good luck fitting them under your seat, 
sir.”

Again, despite what you have read, I had 
a wonderful time. I especially liked our last 
glorious day in Puerto Rico. As David Letter-
man would have said: “It was 75 and sunny. 
Just like me.”

Ship shape cruising mishaps

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 43 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

On Feb. 26, after 100 years, women 
made history at Plainfield Fire 

Territory. For the first time Station 123 was 
staffed entirely by females.

 After another company gave mother 
Crystal Ann Clark problems, Lamar 

billboard sign company created a sign 
warning residents about the dangers of 
falling trees after storms and windy 
weather. Find the sign on I-70 westbound 
just before the Cloverdale exit featuring her 
kids Xander and Ziva Clark who were killed 
by a falling tree while camping with family 
in 2022. 

Danville students held a Day of Hope 
in February. The new Hope Squad is 

a school-based, peer-to-peer suicide 
prevention program working to reduce 
suicide through education, training and 
peer intervention.

 Danville Rotary Club brought apples 
for all teachers in mid-February.

Musician Brandon Boerner wrote a 
jingle for the Town of Avon’s, Avon 

Farmers Market.

“The way to 

get started is to 

quit talking and 

begin doing.” 

— Walt Disney

QUOTE

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each 
issue, we’ll share one with you … 

In Burlingame, Calif., spitting is only per-
mitted on baseball diamonds.

STRANGE LAW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

VIEWS

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 3/31/2023.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 3/31/2023.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

I love the Hendricks County ICON. Since 
its inception in 2008 by Rick Myers, I have 
been a fan, often buying advertising for the 
companies I worked for until my retirement, 
and sometimes as a contributor.

The stories of people, businesses and 
organizations are truly interesting. I’m grate-
ful to Cathy Myers and for the loyal writers, 
reporters and office staff.

Each of the semi-monthly issues let us 
know what has been approved at town 
meetings, what’s going on in our schools, 
and the events to enjoy in our county.

The ICON is truly a unique publication 
that is trustworthy and keeps us informed.

I also recognize and appreciate that we 
have two newsprint publications in Hen-
dricks County that are trustworthy and in-
teresting: The Hendricks County ICON and 
the Republican. We are blessed and thankful 
to have these two mutually friendly sources 
of community information.

Deanna Hindsley
Hendricks County resident and Hen-

dricks County Museum volunteer

Kudos to the ICON
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By Rashad Cunningham

In the gospel of Mark, 
we come across an interesting story of an un-
expected storm.

We find this story in Mark 4:35-41. After 
a long day of teaching, Jesus says to His 
disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 
This “other side” would require them to cross 
the Sea of Galilee. The sea’s geography was 
known for sudden storms.

Can you imagine the expectation of the 
disciples when they first set sail with Jesus? 
At this point they had seen many of Jesus’ 
miracles they surely thought with Jesus 
in the boat, this journey was going to be 
“smooth sailing.”

However, we find in Mark 4:37 that what 
they perhaps expected was not what they 
experienced. The Bible says, “there arose 
a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were 
breaking over the boat so much that the 
boat was already filling up.” The disciples re-
sponded with panic, waking up Jesus (who 
was asleep) and saying, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?”

Jesus goes on to calm the storm with the 
power of his words, rebuking the storm and 
telling it, “Peace, be still.” 

Jesus was able to calm the storm with his 
words.

Did you catch that? His words were 
enough to bring peace to their situation. And 
the same Jesus who said, “Peace, be still,” to 
calm the storm, is the same Jesus who gave 
orders to the disciples saying, “Let us go over 
to the other side.”

All along they were going to make it to the 
other side because Jesus said so.

Some of you reading this are facing storms 
right now. There are promises in the Bible for 
those who believe in Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior that guarantee you will make it to the 
other side.

Sometimes, Jesus will allow the wind and 
waves to enter your life so you come to real-
ize who is in control of the weather. Let his 
promises of eternal life through him bring 
peace to your storms.

When an expectation does not 
match your experience

DEVOTIONAL

Rashad Cunningham is a pastor at Church@
Main in Brownsburg. Visit churchatmain.org. 

FAITH

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 3/31/2023

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!

Hendricks County ICON is proud of our 
community’s 2023 high school graduates.

Show your favorite grad your love and appreciation of their milestone 
accomplishment with an ICONic 2023 Grad-gram and photo.  

Go to myhcicon.com/gradgram to place your order with your grad’s 
photo and a message of up to 50 words or call (317) 451-4088.

Congrats, Mary! We are so 
proud of you. Just seems like 

yesterday you began your 
freshman year. We know you’re 
going to make great memories 

at Indiana University in  
pursuit of your degree in 

Exercise Science!
Love, mom and dad!

AVON HIGH SCHOOL
Mary Graduate Deadline is May 24.

Cost is $25 and  
will run in the  

June 2nd editions 
of the ICON. 
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By Camille Gillespie

Many people feel 
overwhelmed when they consider mak-
ing exercise goals or starting to work out 
again. One of the most effective ways to get 
started if you’re not sure where to begin is 
to sit less. 

Recent studies show that even if you exer-
cise regularly, it doesn’t protect you from the 
harmful effects of sitting too much. Thus, sit-
ting less is an excellent place to begin.

The average person spends more time sit-
ting than sleeping. Is this true for you? Ask 
yourself: How long do you typically sit on a 
weekday? What about the weekend? What 
is your longest uninterrupted period of sit-
ting during your week?

When we sit for too long (one hour or 
more), our metabolism slows down con-
siderably. As a result, many public health 
programs now have the aim to simply get 
people to break up long stretches of sitting. 

This doesn’t mean you have to get up and 
do jumping jacks. It just means standing up 
and perhaps stretching or walking around 
for a minute or so.

Some creative ways to interrupt sitting 
include:

• Stand up and stretch, turn or bend.
• Set a phone alarm to remind yourself 

to get up every 45-60 minutes, or get a 
smartwatch that does this.

• Try different ways of sitting for im-
proved posture (for example, use a bal-
ance ball or bar stool).

• Walk around while talking on your 
phone.

• Take stand.up breaks while reading or 
change your reading location every 
hour.

• Take your lunch break away from your 
desk so you have to walk somewhere 
else.

• Stand while reading at work.
• Stand in the back during meetings.
• Move your trash can away from your 

desk so you have to get up to use it.
• Get an adjustable standing desk so you 

can work sitting and standing.
• On airplanes, get up and take a stretch 

break every hour.
Breaking up sitting at least every hour 

allows our metabolism to reactivate, which 
helps bodies and brains continue to func-
tion properly and optimally. 

HEALTH

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 13

T O P P S C O M B P A D S
A R R O W A R E A T R E E
G E I C O T O N K A T M S

M O O R E D E S F I T
C H E P O R T E R H O U S E
O U R S D E A L O W L E T
B L I N D E R S P R E
B A B O O N S C A T S P A W

O N T H O T S T O N E
P L A Z A P U R R O R T S
F I L E T M I G N O N K I T
I A M E E L B L A N C
Z I O N D I C E N O H I T
E S S E A N A L A R O M A
R E T D L G B T S A P O R

3 8 7 9 5 2 6 4 1
6 9 1 3 7 4 5 2 8
4 5 2 1 8 6 9 7 3
1 6 8 7 4 9 3 5 2
9 2 4 5 1 3 7 8 6
5 7 3 6 2 8 4 1 9
2 4 6 8 3 7 1 9 5
8 3 5 4 9 1 2 6 7
7 1 9 2 6 5 8 3 4

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Games: CHECKERS, CHESS, CLUE, MONOPOLY, RISK, 
SCRABBLE; Languages: ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN, SPANISH; Buttons: ELEVATOR, PANTS, 
PHONE, SHIRT; Instruments: CELLO, DRUM, VIOLIN; Flavors: COOKIE DOUGH, SMORES; Animal: 
DAIRY COW

By Karl Zimmer

Has anyone ever told 
you to smile? As harm-

less as that might seem, many women 
I’ve talked with find it intrusive and even 
chauvinistic, as most often, it’s a man who 
asks or tells them to smile. 

In my younger years, a woman told me 
I should smile more because I had such a 
“beautiful smile.” I didn’t take offense as I 
thought it was a kind thing to say, but I do 
understand that for a woman being told 
by a man, that is quite a different dynamic, 
especially in a work setting where hostile-
work-environment issues and sexual 
harassment can be devastating for those 
subjected to it.

People might look more attractive 
when they smile as opposed to when they 
frown, which could be a reason someone 
tells another to smile. Yet, whose business 
is it whether you smile or frown? 

Few people know what you might be 
going through, and unless you share 
what’s going on in your world, it isn’t any-
one’s business. So, what’s the benefit of 
smiling, and why should you care?

We know from physiology and brain 
research that when a person smiles, the 
brain releases neurotransmitters such as 

dopamine and serotonin, which are as-
sociated with feelings of happiness and 
well being. 

Additionally, smiling can activate the re-
lease of endorphins, which can help reduce 
stress and pain. These chemical changes in 
the brain contribute to the positive effects 
that smiling can have on a person’s mood 
and overall sense of well being. 

I teach all my clients and audiences 
about the phenomenon by having them 
experience the difference between a 
frown and a smile and holding their bod-
ies in different ways to feel the effect of 
their moods.

What we know is that when we smile, 
the resulting change in brain chemistry will 
change our mood for the better. A smile is 
a beautiful thing, not only for those who 
get to see yours, but perhaps even more 
importantly for you, because it can change 
your mood from sad and gloomy to sunny 
and bright. How cool is that?

Smiling can result in benefits
LIFE’S 

CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew 
Up to RULE® the World…,” a speaker 
and board certified hypnotist. Karl can 
be contacted at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.
com. RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl 
R. Zimmer III. Information provided is for 
informational purposes only and is not 

intended to diagnose, treat or cure any condition or illness.

Break up sitting 
for health benefits

WELLNESS

Camille Gillespie, RD, LD, CPT, is a 
registered dietician and personal 
trainer at Hendricks Regional Health.

This doesn’t mean you have to 
get up and do jumping jacks. 
It just means standing up and 
perhaps stretching or walking 

around for a minute or so.

By April Bordeau

Over a century ago, 
poet Robert Frost 

wrote “good fences make good neighbors.” 
The same can be said of boundaries in 
relationships. In relationships boundaries 
define our identity and our responsibility, 
and they give us the emotional, physical 
and relational space we need to thrive. 

Boundaries allow us to have our own 
individuality and freedom. Boundaries say 
we can have our own hobbies. We can de-
cide what events we’ll attend. They allow 
us to set priorities and have our own belief 
systems. 

Having boundaries encourages inde-
pendence and helps set expectations. 
Boundaries create norms around conflict 
and allow us to determine what we will 
and will not do. 

There are relational boundaries, time 
boundaries, physical boundaries, mone-
tary boundaries and work boundaries.

Sometimes we’re afraid to set bound-
aries because we think the person might 
resent us, but the reality is, setting bound-
aries creates pathways for us to be au-
thentic in our relationships. It isn’t “cutting 

someone out” and being rude. It is setting 
clarity and giving a playbook for expecta-
tions. We’re not harming another person 
by setting boundaries. We’re preventing 
harm to ourselves. 

Clear boundaries lead to healthier, more 
genuine connections. They prioritize self-
care such as getting the right amount of 
rest and promote our sense of self-respect. 
They grant us the power to say “no” and 
stick to it. 

Most of all, boundaries allow us to take 
and own responsibility for our own behav-
ior. Instead of blaming others for “forcing us” 
to do something we didn’t want to do, they 
let us stand our ground with confidence.

The beauty in boundaries is that they 
change with seasons of life. They pave the 
pathway for authentic connection and be-
ing kind to yourself. 

Setting and keeping healthy 
boundaries will change your life 
COUNSELOR’S

CORNER

April Bordeau is the managing 
director at Care to Change.The 
professional counseling center has 
offices in Avon, North Indy and 
Prestwick. Contact: (317) 431-9979, 
help@caretochange.org or visit 
caretochange.org. 
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Gardening shows offer plants, education and fun for 
novice and experienced gardeners. (Photo by John 
Chapin)

LIFESTYLE

Shows offer gardening 
emphasis leading to spring

GARDENING By John Chapin

For gardeners, novice 
and experienced alike, learning about grow-
ing plants is an ongoing experience. One 
enjoyable way to learn while checking out 
popular plants and all things garden related 
is to attend a spring gardening fair. 

Many Indiana counties have Master Gar-
dener groups that organize these events at 
their county fairgrounds, usually with free 
admission. 

Shoppers can enjoy a garden fair almost 
every other Saturday from March through 
May. At each one vendors sell plants, tools, 
unique garden art and decor, handcrafted 
furniture and more. But all are garden re-
lated — no gutters, hot tub, hearing aid or 
siding sales at these fairs. 

Fairgoers will also find educational speak-
ers and demonstrations, kids activities, lit-
erature from nonprofit services with garden 
emphasis, and food trucks or a cafe with 
tempting homemade food and desserts. 
Plus, there are always freebies such as seeds, 
trees and door prizes. 

Happy gardening!
Central Indiana spring gardening events: 
• Garden Fair: March 18, Putnam County 

Fairground, 64 N. U.S. 231, Greencastle. 
Free. Hosted by Putnam County Master 
Gardeners.

• Garden Fest: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. March 25, 
Hoosier Harvest Church, 4085 Leonard 
Road, Martinsville. Free. Hosted by the 
Morgan County Master Gardeners.

• Gardenfest:  9 a.m.-3 p.m. April 1, 
Boone County Fairgrounds, 1300 E. 100 
S, Lebanon. Free.  Hosted by the Boone 
County Master Gardeners.

• Gardening for All Ages: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
April 29, Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 
Free. Hosted by the Hendricks County 
Master Gardeners.

• Garden Celebration: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM Outdoor Learning Center

7237 U.S. Hwy 36, Avon, IN 46123

All proceeds from the sale go 
towards helping keep the OLC an 

amazing resource for Avon students.

May 6, Johnson County Fairgrounds, 
250 Fairground St., Franklin. Cost: $2. 
Hosted by the Johnson County Garden 
Club.

• Plant Sale: May 12-13, Outdoor Learn-
ing Center, 7237 U.S 36, Avon. Hosted 
by Avon Community School Corpora-
tion. 

• Plant Sale: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. May 20, 
Hamilton County Fairgrounds, 2003 N. 
Pleasant St. Free. Hosted by the Hamil-
ton County Master Gardeners. 

• Spring-Palooza Peony Festival: 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. May 21, Avon Gardens, 
6259 E. 91 N, Avon.   Garden tours, art 
fair, food and drinks and music.
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Israel’s Tel Dan Nature Reserve 
features natural beauty 

and historical excavations

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

As we begin our trip 
through Israel and Palestine through this 
column, we first stop at one of the area’s 
most scenic and historically significant sites.

Tel Dan Nature Reserve is a 120-acre park 
located in the far northeastern corner of Is-
rael about 100 miles from Jerusalem. 

The Dan River runs through the park, 
fed with runoff from Lebanon’s nearby Mt. 
Hermon. Trails along the river, the most 
important source of the Jordan River, pass 
through lush forests, including 60-foot-tall 
ash trees. 

The park also includes Tel Dan, a large 
archeological mound that has produced 
many important archaeological discover-
ies. The oldest structure uncovered in Tel 
Dan is a mud brick gate from Laish. The city 
was established about 4,000 years ago by 
the Canaanites. The gate includes the oldest 
known arched opening, an invention once 
incorrectly attributed to the much later Ro-
mans. 

According to the biblical book Joshua, 
members of the Israelite Tribe of Dan con-
quered Laish and took it from the Canaan-
ites. Archaeologists have unearthed stone 
gates and walls from the period of Israel-
ite occupation of Dan, which formed the 
northern boundary of the United Monarchy 
established by King David. 

Visitors can also explore an excavated 
high place the Bible says King Jeroboam 
built when the northern kingdom of Israel 
split from the southern kingdom of Judah 
after the death of David’s son Solomon. 
Dan’s high place, originally featuring a pa-
gan golden calf, competed for worshipers 
with the temple in Jerusalem.

During excavations at Tel Dan in 1993 and 
1994, archaeologists discovered pieces of a 
broken stele (monument), probably erected 

TRAVEL

LIFESTYLE

Visitors to Israel’s Tel Dan Nature Reserve can see 
excavated sites with biblical ties. (Photo by Don 
Knebel)

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms 

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstration kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with 

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered fl ooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2023 EVENT 

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-23.

Making a difference in the lives of individuals with disabilities 
since 1961. Help our mission, donate now by visiting our 
website sycamoreservices.com, scanning QR code, or texting 
“sycamoredonate” to 76278 

SSYCAMOREYCAMORE
SSERVICESERVICES, I, INCNC..

Sycamore Services is a 501(c)3 non profit. 

by King Hazael of Aram-Damascus in the 
late ninth century B.C. 

Aramaic writing on the stele boasts about 
capturing Dan and killing Israel’s King Je-
horam. Most scholars now believe the writ-
ing also says the king killed Ahaziah, “son of 
[a king] of the House of David,” the first non-
Biblical evidence of David’s existence.
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5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

At Cabin Coffee we love to 
help our local organizations 
succeed. Did you know we 

have spots available for our 
new fundraising option? This 
can be for your school, sports 
club, church, non-profit, etc. 

Sell our freshly roasted coffee 
beans through your organiza-

tion and make $5 profit per 
bag to go towards your orga-

nization. We can customize 
and name a blend for your or-
ganization! Please email us or 
call the store to find out how to 

get started today! 

Stephanie and Jordan,  
Owners


