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Avon Town Council appoints Ryan Cannon  
as new town manager

Ryan Cannon, who has been serving as 
the interim town manager 
since the position became 
vacant on June 24, was 
named Avon’s new town 
manager at the Sept. 24 town 
council meeting.

“I appreciate the council 
giving me the opportunity 
to do this and I am looking 
forward to it,” he said after the 
meeting. “I am excited to get started and 
make some changes. I am really proud that 

the staff and community have been so sup-
portive during this process.”

Cannon has worked for the town of Avon 
for 21 years. His first job was as the assis-
tant to the assistant town manager. He has 
worked in various capacities throughout 
his career with Avon and was the assistant 
town manager and director of public works 
when named interim town manager.

The council received inquiries from 27 ap-
plicants. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/avon-town-
council-appoints-ryan-cannon-to-town-

manager

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
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content. Potential advertisers interested in 
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4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.
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267 accident claims life of Brownsburg man
The Hendricks County Sher-

iff’s Department, along with the 
coroner’s office, investigated an  
accident that claimed the life of 
a Brownsburg man the morning 
of Sept. 26.

According to a HCSD report, 
authorities were dispatched at 
approximately 7:45 a.m. to the 
3400 block of North Indiana 267 
in Brownsburg. 

The crash involved a north-
bound semi truck with a trailer 
and a southbound Chrysler mini-
van. The minivan driver David 
Shelton, 52, Brownsburg, died at 
the scene.

The preliminary investigation 
indicates that the minivan was 
left of the centerline at the time 
of the collision for an unknown reason. Read more at myhcicon.com/267-accident-

claims-life-of-brownsburg-man

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

First responders approached a fatal accident on Indiana 267 just 
south of the B&O Trail in Brownsburg. The accident closed the 
road for more than four hours Sept. 26. (Photo by Gretchen Becker)

Cannon
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WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved the second reading of an ordinance 
amending the official zoning map for 3 acres at 4005 N. County Road 1000 N. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved the first reading of the town and fire territory 
budget for 2021.

WHAT IT MEANS: The owner of a “moderate-sized” trucking company is looking to create a 
parking lot on this acreage to park semi-tractor trailers. The zoning change is the first step. 
The change is from a regional outdoor district to a motorsports district. The design would 
also be subject to a review and area plan commission approval before coming before the 
council. Third reading and adoption is expected at the Oct. 8 meeting.

WHAT IT MEANS: The $51 million budget for 2021 must be approved by the end of 
October. Council received a budget presentation at its last meeting. Town manager Jeff Eder 
said there have been no changes to budget expenditures; however, the state gave a higher 
revenue forecast for the Local Income Tax (LIT). Eder said the news came late the day of the 
council meeting  and could not be added into the budget. Still, the budget expenditures 
will not change. Eder told the council that in February, the administration may come to the 
council asking for an additional appropriation.

At the Oct. 8 meeting, there will be a public hearing for comments at the council 
meeting. The council could amend the budget before final passage, which is expected at 
the Oct. 22 meeting. The budget presentation is available at Brownsburg.org.

Public hearing for Brownsburg’s 
town budget set for Oct. 8

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met Sept. 
24 for a regular meeting at Brownsburg 
Town Hall. Four of the five council members 
were present. Council President Travis 

Tschaenn was absent. The council meets 
at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Thursdays 
each month at town hall, 61 N. Green St. 
Meetings are streamed live and archived at 
brownsburg.org. The next regular meeting 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. Oct. 8.

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get  
a Short Drink  
(of equal or lesser value) 

FREE 
Expires 10/31/20

Battistini wins servant  leadership award
The Central Indiana K9 Association 

named Hendricks County community 
volunteer Carol Battistini as the recipient 
of the Kris Gill Servant Leadership Award.

Battistini is the treasurer on the CIK9 
board of directors and helped develop 
and launch the Shadow Fund, a medi-
cal grant program designed to assist 
retired K9s who had served with law 
enforcement or military units in certified 

positions such as drug tracking or search 
and rescue.

The $1,000 award will be split be-
tween the charities of Battistini’s choice, 
with $800 going to the Central Indiana 
K9 Association. The organization was 
founded to enhance the training and 
care of Indiana’s active and retired K9 of-
ficers/working dogs and their handlers.

DENNIS
DAWES

Elect

For Hendricks County Commissioner

Experience.

Knowledge.

Common Sense. 

Early voting starts 
October 6, 2020. 
We encourage you to take advantage 
of early in-person voting. For early 
voting locations, dates and times, go 
to the Hendricks County website at 
co.hendricks.in.us.

Paid for by Committee to Elect Dawes for County Commissioner.

www.DennisDawes.com

FRANCISCAN PHYSICIAN NETWORK SPECIALISTS

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

FranciscanDocs.org

PHIL A. 
BLANEY, MD 

Sports Medicine 
Specialists

Schedule today
(317) 781-1133

TIMOTHY  J. 
SHOEMAKER, MD 

Diabetes & Endocrinology
Specialists

Schedule today
(317) 865-5904

315 Dan Jones Road • Plainfield, Indiana
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WHAT HAPPENED: A zoning ordinance was amended to eliminate the option of 
building multi-family residences in business zones. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted for a bond issue to purchase new police 
vehicles and equipment for the vehicles such as computers and exterior lighting. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to issue a bond anticipation note for the 
wastewater project. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Clerk-treasurer Jenny Pearcy requested approval of the 2021 
budget. The major topic discussed among the council members was employee raises.

WHAT IT MEANS: Town planner Lesa Ternet presented this request on behalf of the plan 
commission. This issue was brought to the attention of the town by citizens as a result of a 
builder’s intention to construct multi-family residences at the corner of County Road 300 E 
and Main Street. Self-storage units will be built on this location instead. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  This is a taxpayer supported bond not to exceed $475,000 maturing 
Jan. 1, 2024, with an interest-bearing cap of 3.5% payable semiannually on July 1 and Jan. 1 
beginning July 1, 2021.

WHAT IT MEANS: This 25-year bond that matures in 2045 is supported by the buyers, 
not the taxpayers and will not exceed $6 million. The actual cost of the town’s wastewater 
project is projected to be $2.6 million. The bond anticipation note provides flexibility if the 
project exceeds the current projections. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The town received an insurance policy premium reduction of $160,000 
for 2021. The council voted to utilize these funds to support employee raises that could 
range from 1-3%. Councilman Nancy Leavitt said the state recommends a 10% overall 
reduction in budget projections due to pandemic lost revenues. The council recognized 
the strong commitment and work ethic employees have demonstrated and established the 
raise at 2%. The consensus was approved 4-1, with Greg VanLaere casting the dissenting 
vote. VanLaere said he voted against the structure of the raise and not the raise.

Danville Town Council issues 
bonds, updates ordinance  
and approves 2021 budget

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Sept. 
16, at Danville Town Hall. View the meeting 

on the town’s YouTube channel. The 
council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays each month at town hall, 49 N. 
Wayne St. 

I N T E G R I T Y

Phyllis Palmer
C O M M I S S I O N E R

A Heart for 
Hendricks County

Vote for Experience
Paid for by Phyllis A. Palmer



October 2, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
5

ICONography

Splash Island in Plainfield hosted its 
annual Puppy Pool Party to close out 
the 2020 season. The Sept. 12 event was 
broken up into two sessions, one for 
small dogs and for large dogs.

Fun events throughout the day in-
cluded a photo booth, dog vendors, 

treat station, doggy swimsuit contest 
and prize raffles.

The event gives pups one last chance 
to enjoy the pool before it closes for the 
season.

Proceeds benefit the Hendricks Coun-
ty Humane Society.

Making a splash: Pups close down 
Plainfield pool for the season

The annual Puppy Pool Party closed down outdoor swimming for the season at Splash Island in 
Plainfield. (Photo by Eric Prichett)

ICONICbrief
Hendricks County Community Foundation awards 

COVID-19 grants
The Hendricks County Community 

Foundation (HCCF) awarded $154,000 in 
grants to support nonprofits that expe-
rienced increased expenses, decreased 
giving and cancelled fundraisers due to 
the pandemic. A dollar-to-dollar match en-
courages community charitable giving.

HCCF gave 17 awards based on commu-
nity impact, the effect COVID-19 had and 
organizational capacity. 

“The Community Foundation received 
nearly $10 million in asks from local agen-
cies, which also recorded just $1 million 
in COVID-related funding, including PPP 
loans,” said William Rhodehamel, HCCF pres-
ident and CEO. “The need in our commu-
nity is great; I hope this encourages donors 
across our community to step up to meet 
needs at these and other nonprofits that 
work day in and day out to make Hendricks 
County a great place to live, work and play.”

Grants were capped at $20,000 and 
awarded to the following organizations: 

• Friends of the Hendricks County 

Historical Museum, $3,250
• Girls Nite In International, $2,500
• Hendricks College Network, $5,000
• Hendricks County 4-H & Agricultural 

Fair Association, $20,000
• Hendricks County Arts Council, $2,500
• Hendricks County Senior Services, 

$20,000
• Hendricks Regional Health YMCA, 

$20,000
• Hope Healthcare Services, $2,500
• Leadership Hendricks County, $5,000
• Learning Trails & TheraTails, $5,000
• Level Two, $5,000
•  Meals on Wheels of Hendricks County, 

$1,250
• Rock Steady Boxing of Brownsburg, 

$3,250
• Sheltering Wings, $6,250
• Strides to Success, $20,000
• Susie’s Place Child Advocacy Center, 

$12,500
• Sycamore Rehabilitation Services, 

$20,000

COMMUNITY

TRAIL
AND TREAT

FREE ADMISSION

october 24, 5 pm
williams park

COME FOR FUN, SAFE TRICK-OR-TREATING
AROUND  WILLIAMS PARK! 

STAY FOR OUR BOO-VIE, "CASPER", ON OUR 
LED SCREEN! THE FILM BEGINS AT 6 PM.

EVENT SAFETY DURING COVID-19:

STAY HOME IF SICK.

FACE COVERINGS MUST BE WORN
WHEN UNABLE TO MAINTAIN 6

FT. SOCIAL DISTANCING.

MAINTAIN 6 FT. SOCIAL
DISTANCING BETWEEN YOU AND

OTHERS.

rain date: october 25
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Brownsburg runners support police officer 
Tony West’s efforts to Rep the Blue

 Chief Chase Lyday is leading the new Avon 
Schools police department of five school 
resource officers. Lyday believes school-
based policing is the most meaningful form 
of policing that he can do.

 Sgt. Todd Knowles leads the team of four 
Plainfield officers who work in the schools. 
Officers create relationships with students 
and work to keep them out of the juvenile 
justice system.

(Photos by Eric Pritchett)

“Laying your life down to protect others is the most honorable gift that can ever be given 
to another,” West said. “We must never forget that, regardless of our time in history.”

HONORING THE FALLEN
By Lindsay Doty

On a warm fall evening, Brownsburg police officer Tony West hits 
the pavement for a 5K run starting at Cardinal Park. He does it every 
Wednesday while grasping the Thin Blue Line American flag. 

The Honor Runs are part of Team BlueLine, a national effort to 
give recognition and support to fallen officers and their families.

Each run starts with a dedication and backstory about an officer 
killed in the line of duty from the previous week. 

“Each run is led with the Thin Blue Line American Flag to repre-
sent the sacrifice the officers made and to let their families know we 
will never forget,” said West, a 20-year police veteran who grew up in 
a family of cops (his father and grandfather served with Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Police Department). 

West started the Team BlueLine Honor Runs in Brownsburg this 
spring with the help of Brownsburg Running Club (BRC) founder 
Scott Grubbs. Now, volunteer runners and walkers from the commu-
nity group join the weekly Wednesday evening group run to repre-
sent the blue.

“I was overwhelmed with the positive response and continue to 
be overwhelmed with the group of athletes that consistently arrive 
to show support. It seems like each week I see new faces of people 
wanting to come out and be part of something bigger than our-
selves,” said West, who is humbled by the community support as the 
group weaves through Brownsburg.

“When I began running the TBL Honor Run I was always a little 
hesitant to carry the flag at first. As we ran through the community, 
car horns started sounding. I observed people waving and giving 
thumbs up and yelling ‘Thank You,’” said West. “Each of those mo-
ments gave me more and more confidence with each step, knowing 
the community of Brownsburg was supporting our cause.” 

Brownsburg Running Club Founder Scott Grubbs is proud to be 
part of the effort. 

“We still believe that law enforcement is a noble and honorable 
profession driven by people that want to do the right things for the 
right reasons,” said Grubbs. “We simply want to honor those who 
have sacrificed and will continue to support anyone who believes in 
doing the right thing for the right reasons regardless of any political, 
social or religious [affiliations].”

Since the runs started locally, the community support has in-
creased. 

“One week, after seeing the flags, we had an IMPD officer come by 
the group to say thank you and share a bit of his story. It was a great 
reminder to us all why we run and that we live in a community that 
supports the cause,” said Jennifer Garrett, a longtime BRC runner 
who has participated weekly. 

Brownsburg Police officer Tony West stands at Cardinal Park in Brownsburg where he leads Honor Runs every Wednesday in support of 
Team BlueLine, a national effort to honor police officers who have given the ultimate sacrifice. (Photo by Eric Prichett)
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 10/15/2020

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 10/15/2020

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

Christina Ward is lifelong resident of Danville and a graduate of the Danville Community Schools.  
She is married to Phil Ward and they have two children in the Danville Community School 
Corporation.  In 2000, Christina graduated from Taylor University with an education degree and 
began teaching at an elementary school in Wayne Township.   In 2006, she received her Master’s 
in Education Leadership where she learned how schools operate, not just inside the classroom 
but also the legal and financial regulations and constraints of a school corporation. For the past 
14 years, Christina has been employed by Taylor University teaching education classes and 
observing/evaluating student teachers, preparing them for the classroom.   She also works as a 
project leader for Kingsway Christian Church.

Christina volunteers on the Danville Community Education Foundation and has served as 
President for the last 8 years.  Through her leadership, DCEF has raised over $200,000 in teacher 
grants and student scholarships through business and community partnerships.  
 
Christina is running for Danville School Board because she dedicated to strengthening our schools, 
providing the best opportunities and educational experiences for our students, so teachers and 
students can thrive.  She has a true passion for education and is committed to be a servant-leader 
for Danville.  Christina is excited for this opportunity to serve on the Danville School Board and her 
experiences qualify her for this position.  To learn more about how Christina will make educational 
and sound financial decisions, go to Christina Ward for School Board facebook page.

Paid for by Christina Ward for Danville School Board Committee.

Weekly Honor Runs  
with Brownsburg Running Club: 

Brownsburg Running Club started in 2019 and is a 
free volunteer group for people in Brownsburg and 
surrounding communities who want to run or walk.  

They hold group runs or walks every Saturday 
morning and the Wednesday evening Honor Runs 
at 5:30 p.m. Anyone can join the private group page 
and participate as long as they remain positive and 
respectful of others. To join, search Brownsburg 
Running Club on Facebook or Instagram or email at 
brownsburgrc@gmail.com.  

Email Tony West at twest@brownsburgpolice.org 
for information on Team BlueLine Racing.

 Scott Grubbs and Tony West designated a 5K (3.1 miles) route 
that begins at Cardinal Park at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 
utilizes the B&O Trail and other connecting paved trails. (Photo 
provided by Scott Grubbs)

The Honor Run is dedicated to officers 
killed in the line of duty from the previous 
week.

If an officer wasn’t killed in the line of 
duty, they don’t do one.

“Unfortunately, we’ve only had two weeks 
since March where we haven’t had to honor 
an officer for their sacrifice,” said West.   

He joined Team BlueLine in 2017 after he 
stumbled upon the nonprofit after scrolling 
through Facebook. 

“Laying your life down to protect others 
is the most honorable gift that can ever be 
given to another,” West said. “We must never 
forget that, regardless of our time in history.” 

The Ironman athlete himself decided to 
join Team Blueline Racing, a national endur-
ance team that raises money for the families 
of fallen officers through races. The current 
2020 team has more than 100 athletes.

“I’ve witnessed more tragedy than I care 
to see in my lifetime,” West said. “I joined 
Team BlueLine Racing in 2016 after looking 
for a way to give back. It was the perfect fit 
between being able to utilize my athletic 
ability and fundraise for a profession that 
I’ve dedicated my life to.”

He is thankful for the support at home for 
allowing him to Rep the Blue.

“The Town of Brownsburg has shown love 
and support, which makes it easy to run 
with pride now,” he said. “Thank you to all 
those that have acknowledged us out there 
and continue to do so each week.”

The runs mean more than honoring other 
officers. It’s about the community West 
serves, too.

“Now, with having members of my com-
munity in which I serve and reside help 
spread the word and support the Team 
BlueLine cause alongside me has been 
probably the most rewarding moment of 
my law enforcement career,” West said. 

ON THE COVER: Brownsburg Police officer Tony 
West and Brownsburg Running Club founder Scott 
Grubbs run at Cardinal Park in Brownsburg where 
they organize a group of runners and walkers who 
participate in Honor Runs every Wednesday in 
support of Team BlueLine.  (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

Brownsburg Running Club founder Scott Grubbs 
helps organize weekly runs that support fallen police 
officers across the country.
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Avon World War II vet gifted surprise 
commemorative quilt on her 100th birthday

By Lindsay Doty 

Wearing pink pants and a bright floral 
shirt (with a matching face mask), a smiley 
Pearl Donnely celebrated her 100 birthday 
on Sept. 16 outside her senior community at 
Park Square Manor in Avon.

Donnely thought it was going be a fam-
ily thing but got a big surprise when her 
daughter walked to the front lawn.

She was presented with a large commem-
orative quilt to mark the 100th anniversary 
of women’s right to vote and to thank her 
for her military service in World War II.

Leaders of Indy Honor Flight, a nonprofit 
that helps provide local veterans with free 
trips to Washington, D.C. to see the memori-
als dedicated to them, gave her the quilt, 
pillowcase and card.

Donnely was overcome with emotion.
“Of course, she loved the quilt. She was 

crying; she was so excited,” said Pearl’s 
daughter Debbie Scheerer, who was in on 
the surprise.

The giant handmade quilt stitched with 
Donnely’s name and an appreciation mes-
sage was made by seven women from the 
Loose Thread Beelet in Danville, an exten-
sion of the Scrap Basket Guild in Hendricks 
County. The anniversary quilt was made 
as part of a national program called Quilts 
of Valor that’s given to veterans across the 
country.

“Our beelet decided instead of sending 
the quilt to a veteran somewhere else, it 
would be better to give them to vets in Hen-
dricks County,” said quilter Mary Huber.

The group connected with Indy Honor 
Flight to track down a female veteran from 
Hendricks County. With the fading WWII 
generation, it wasn’t easy, but Honor Flight 
members knew Pearl Donnley from taking a 
D.C. trip in 2014.

It was a perfect fit for her 100th birthday.
“The quilt means something to her be-

cause she really loved being in the Army,” 
said Scheerer, who remembers mom having 
her make the bed with “Army corners” when 
she was a kid.

Donnelly was part of the Women’s Army 
Corps or a WAC. She spent most of her time 
working as an Army cook, serving wounded 
soldiers.

For a girl who grew up in a poor coal min-
ing town in West Virginia, joining the service 
was a chance for a better life. She remem-
bers scarfing down bananas on the train 
ride over to enlist to “make weight.”

After the war, Donnely settled in Indiana 
where she met her husband who was an In-
dianapolis firefighter.

“She actually met him when they went 
to the firehouse to vote one year,” said 
Scheerer.

“She has had some adventures,” said 
daughter Pattie Sherrill.

The birthday celebration was special, but 
not just because of the quilt. Donnely was 
honored to see her family.

She did ask, “Will I get another quilt for 
my next 100th birthday?”

World War II veteran Pearl Donnely receives a commemorative quilt outside of Park Square Manor in Avon on 
her 100th birthday on Sept. 16. The quilt, presented by Wayne Smith president of Indy Honor Flight, and Sheila 
Smith, honors the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote. Sheila Smith was the guardian for Donnely six 
years ago for her Honor Flight trip to Washington, D.C. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

How we’re changing health care
We founded American Health Network, part of Optum® on the 
belief that health care is a collaborative effort. It needs to be 
proactive, not just reactive, meaning we need to help patients stay 
healthy and avoid sickness in the first place. We’re beyond excited 
to be here to help patients live their best lives.

How we’re providing great care through COVID-19 
As we continue to closely monitor the COVID-19 situation, we’re 
taking every step to safely bring you the care you need, in-person 
or virtually. We’re following CDC, state and local guidelines to 
make our offices as safe as possible while continuing to provide 
the best care we can.

ahni.com 

1111 Ronald Reagan Pkwy
Ste C1400 
Avon, IN 46123 
317-217-2777

World-class women’s 
health (OB/GYN) in Avon
Our physicians

Get in touch! 
We’re now accepting new patients and would be honored to help 
you achieve your healthiest life! To find a provider or schedule a 
video visit, call our office at 317-217-2777.

Jessica Healey, MD Miriam Krober, MD Travis Richardson, MD

© 2020 Optum, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

The company does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in health 
programs and activities. We provide free services to help you communicate with us such as letters in other 
languages or large print. Or, you can ask for an interpreter. To ask for help, please call 888.255.2246., TTY 711.
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Shawn Shelley, your Hendricks County Treasurer, is 
a distinguished civic leader with twenty-four years’ 
experience:

•  Her servant leadership journey began in the 
Auditor’s office in 1996

•  Shawn advanced to the position as the Chief 
Deputy Auditor in 2007 

•  In 2008, she continued her professional journey 
and became the Chief Deputy Treasurer 

•  In 2015, Shawn had the honor to participate in 
the “Leadership of Hendricks County Class of 
2015” with other distinguished candidates. 

•  In 2017, Shawn was elected to her current 
position as the Hendricks County Treasurer

Shawn and her husband, Patrick, were both born 
and raised in Danville, Indiana. Staying connected 
to their community is important to the couple. 
The Shelley’s are active members of the St. 
Augustine Episcopal Church in Danville. Shawn 
also volunteers her time as the Treasurer for the 
Hendricks County Republican Women.

Shawn is a servant-leader; leading with honesty, 
integrity and inclusiveness. Her goal is to ensure 
the fiscal future of Hendricks County by reflecting 
on the past while planning for the future.  

Paid for by the committee to elect Shawn Shelley for Treasurer.

Shawn
Shelley

HENDRICKS COUNTY
TREASURER

ICONICarts

By Peg McRoy Glover

When the Parke County Covered Bridge Festival was canceled, 
two artistic Hendricks County small business owners and sisters, 
Sarah Fentz and Jessica Cottongim, 
pooled their resources to provide an 
opportunity for artists and festival go-
ers to come together in an outdoor 
event closer to home.

Partnering with the Danville Down-
town Partnership, they organized the 
Destination Danville Festival that will set up Oct. 10 on Danville’s 
Historic Town Square. This festival is juried, meaning each vendor 
is vetted to ensure that their artistic items are good quality and 
handmade. 

“A good portion of my income is supplemented by setting up 
booths at local festivals,” Fentz said. “I was holding out hope that 
Covered Bridge would happen. When it was canceled, I knew 
other businesses were hurting the way I was hurting.”

Her customers even voiced concern about so many interrupted 
events in 2020. So, Fentz decided to put on an outdoor art festival 
that respects the COVID-19 restrictions and mandates.

Booths will sit at least 6 feet apart, and organizers are asking all 
festival goers to wear masks, practice social distancing and use 
provided hand sanitizer.

The art goods will run the gamut and include handmade jewel-
ry, wood signs, welded yard art, soaps, pottery, upcycled clothing 
and home décor made from vinyl records. Stop by food trucks or a 

beer garden with cocktails provided by a local distillery. 
Fentz, who owns Seize the Night Designs on the southside of 

Danville’s Square, will be one of the 
merchants who will have open doors 
during the festival. She specializes in 
handmade small metal gifts, acces-
sories and jewelry that she custom-
izes by hand stamping the pieces with 
names or sayings. 

Her sister Cottongim recycles vintage clothing. 
“My grandma used to take me thrifting all the time, and I 

turned it into a business about five years ago by recreating 
things I find at a thrift store,” she said. “My main thing is bringing 
together vintage flannels and band T-shirts by taking the front 
graphic of the band tee shirt and inserting it into the back of the 
flannel shirt.”

During the quarantine she bought and renovated a passenger 
bus to serve as her portable store at festivals. Prior to the pan-
demic, she operated out of her Brownsburg home offering only 
online sales. Take a peak in her bus at the Destination Danville 
Festival. 

“The partnership is happy to offer another opportunity to 
bring visitors to the Square for the merchants and restaurants 
during this difficult time,” said Christa Miller, executive director of 
the Downtown Danville Partnership.

Creative Hendricks County sisters partner  
to organize new Destination Danville Festival

Destination Danville Festival
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Oct. 10 

1 Courthouse Square, Danville
Visit the festival Facebook page for updates

Jessica Cottongim owns Reclaim and Rethread and purchased and renovated 
a passenger bus during the pandemic to serve as a portable store to sell her 
recycled vintage clothing at festivals.  (Photo provided by Jeremiah Cottongim)

Sarah Fentz, who owns Seize the Night Designs in Danville, customizes metal 
jewelry and accessories by hand stamping the pieces with names or sayings. 
She and her sister Jessica Cottongim organized the new Destination Danville 
Festival. (Photo provided by Ellen Joy Photography)
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

COMMUNITY

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Our support of community is paramount to who we are.
Thank you for 40 years!

7378 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 100 • AVON, IN 46123   •   (317) 272-1010   •   FAX (317) 272-8085   •   Email: Ralph@MantoothInsurance.com Ralph Mantooth Wade Mantooth

Beasley’s Orchard dedicates 2020 fall season to thank healthcare workers
By Lindsay Doty 

When it came to time to select a theme for the upcoming season at Beasleys’ Orchard 
in Danville, the team at the family farm had something special in mind. They wanted to 
dedicate fall 2020 to the nurses, doctors and countless healthcare workers who have been 
on the frontlines since the COVID-19 pandemic altered our lives forever.

“So, we chose the healthcare theme because we wanted to say thank you to the front-
line workers who have been fighting COVID-19. We thought a thank you to people from 
the frontlines was a much-needed message that we wanted to be very loud so everyone 
hears it,  so we carved it out of the field,” said Jim Finley, agritourism manager for Beasley’s 
Orchard.

He hopes when people walk through the maze they will feel a sense of appreciation 
and have some fun. The maze design actually has to be carved out in June so it can grow 
into its shape by fall. 

The farm opened up its agritainment season on Sept. 18 with the healthcare theme. 
The orchard’s 8-acre corn maze is carved with a giant message that reads: “Thank you for 
your relentless dedication” alongside a heart, stethoscope, the caduceus medical symbol 
and the Hendricks Regional Health logo.

The farm has partnered with HRH to thank the healthcare workers.
“I am grateful that they are recognizing the relentless dedication of our frontline care-

givers,” said Kevin Speer, HRH president & CEO. 
Beasley’s is also offering free combo pass admission for all healthcare workers from any 

hospital who show their identification badge at admission. Additionally, their immediate 
household family members can receive a 50% off combo pass admission throughout the 
entire fall festival season.

“Beasley’s wants to give healthcare workers an opportunity to find some sense of nor-
malcy during this difficult year while spending quality time with their family and loved 
ones in an outdoor environment full of fall family fun,” said Finley.

The farm experienced apple crop loss due to a late frost on May 9, making it unable to 
offer u-pick apples this year. Instead, they will be selling apple ornaments with proceeds 
being donated to the Hendricks Regional Health COVID-19 Support Fund.

The orchard will be going ahead with its full list of activities for its six fall-themed week-
ends including hayrides, u-pick pumpkins, apple cannons, the Barnyard Bonanza and 

Straw Mountain. They have worked with the Hendricks County Health Department to 
come with a plan to conduct operations safely.

“To ensure a safe environment, we will also be limiting capacity at certain activities 
(jumping pillow, hayrides, farm market), having multiple hand washing and sanitizing 
stations throughout the farm, reminding guests to maintain a safe social distance, and to 
wear a mask indoors and when social distancing is not an option,” said Finley.

To limit crowding, the farm will open its agritourism operation daily, instead of just the 
weekends in hopes of limiting large crowds. Weekday admission is discounted to encour-
age families to take advantage of these opportunities.

 The 8-acre corn maze design at Beasleys’ Orchard in Danville is dedicated to the healthcare workers at 
Hendricks Regional Health for their “relentless dedication” during the pandemic. The orchard kicked off its 
six fall-themed weekends Sept. 18. (Photo provided by Beasley’s Orchard)

IU Health West Hospital welcomes patients 
to new ICU and inpatient dialysis unit, part 

of $84M vertical expansion in Avon
By Lindsay Doty 

IU Health West Hospital in Avon wel-
comed the first patients to its new Inten-
sive Care Unit and inpatient dialysis unit 
Sept. 16. The recently unveiled additions 
are part of the growing westside hospital’s 
$84 million vertical expansion.

It includes 48 additional inpatient beds 
for a total of 175 beds, one new catheter-
ization lab and two new operating rooms, 
along with classrooms, an inpatient phar-
macy  and additional parking.

Doctors and team members got to tour 
the new areas at a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny. 

Rachel Clem, liaison of inpatient dialysis, cuts the ribbon for the opening of the dialysis section at IU Health 
West Hospital in Avon. Before this new edition, patients needing dialysis treatment would have to be 
transferred offsite to IU Health Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

The new ICU at IU Health West Hospital has 14 rooms with 
accommodation for patients and families such as pullout sleeper couches.

Roman Numerals
The number of student winners at the Chalk 

the Walk event at Danville High School.
The DCHS Rotary Interact Club hosted Chalk 

the Walk after school. The idea was student-driven 
and gave students a fun activity to participate in 

and beautified the school for a few days. The winners were rec-
ognized for most school spirit, most creative, most positive and 
funniest. 

Danville High School 
students participated in 
Chalk the Walk and were 
recognized for their creative 
efforts that beautified the 
school and gave students 
and fun activity after 
school. (Submitted photo)

The hospital expansion that added floors to the building’s exist-
ing two towers began in 2017. The new spaces have been opening 
in phases to minimize disruption of patient care. 

“Though we still have some new spaces to open in the com-
ing weeks, to be nearing the end of this construction project, 
especially during the year we’ve had, is a huge achievement for 
our teams and for the community at large,” said Paul Ivkovich, 
president of IU Health West Hospital.

He calls new spaces like the inpatient dialysis unit, a first for 
the hospital, a game-changer. 

“Until now, any inpatient who also needed dialysis support 
during their stay had to be transferred downtown — most of 
whom are patients with diagnoses we absolutely could have 
managed otherwise at IU Health West,” Ivkovich said. “This ad-
dition allows those patients and families to stay closer to home 
for their care.”

The new cath lab will also help patient care, allowing the 
team to treat heart attack patients around the clock. The hos-
pital’s inpatient capacity has increased by more than 50% with 
the new additions. 

“Not only are we able to serve more patients who need us, 
but we’re caring for them in areas that were designed based on 
feedback from the teams who are currently caring for patients 
in those units,” said Ivkovich. 

IU Health West opened along Ronald Reagan Parkway in 
2004. Since then, the Hendricks County community has grown, 
putting new demands on the hospital.

“Data we used to green-light the expansion showed we were 
having to transfer 1,700 patients a year who had come to IU 
Health West for their care to other facilities because we could 
not get that patient a bed in a timely fashion,” said Ivkovich. 
”The demand for IU Health-level quality care was there. We had 
to grow to meet that demand.”

44

History museum’s Trivia Tour Road Rally  
will take drivers on new adventures 

By Lindsay Doty 

For the sixth year in a row, the Hen-
dricks County Historical Museum will 
host its Trivia Tour Road Rally on Oct. 
10,  taking drivers on an adventure 
through the backroads of Indiana. 

Participants pay $10 per vehicle (a 
donation to the museum) and meet at 
the museum parking lot where they 
are given a set of instructions, along 
with trivia questions used to navigate 
the route. 

The rally highlights special land-
marks, and prizes for first, second and 
third places will be given at the end. 
There are also bonus prizes for an-
swering trivia questions correctly and 
nailing movie quotes. 

“When I design the route, I try to 
make them as simple as possible,” said 
rally master Tim Macsay, who designs 
the whole thing every year. “The ob-
ject is not to get them lost but to have 
a good time.”

Macsay, a museum volunteer who 
spent 30 years in the military has an 
eye for details. The longtime Danville 
guy adds some humor to the mix. He 
also drives the route himself before 
the event to make sure roads haven’t 
changed and things are in place. 

“I am always surprised by the route 
Tim designs. He takes us through plac-
es I’ve never, or rarely, seen and I have 
lived in Hendricks County all my life,” 

said museum board member Deanna 
Hindsley who participates each year. 
“The first year, it was so cold that there 
was frost on my windshield. Still, my 
husband and I drove our convertible 
with the top down, wearing sweat-
shirts, mittens and hats.”

Organizers encourage drivers to 
bring their family or friends as pas-
sengers. 

Drivers should also have a clipboard 
and pen, a compass and a sense of ad-
venture on board.

The rally will happen rain or shine. 
Participants can call for help if they do 
get lost. Sometimes, instructions are 
misinterpreted. 

“One year we had a participant end 
up at the county dump, and I had to 
go get her,” Macsay said with a laugh. 

He says the rally always brings some 
joy. This year, it is much-needed. 

“The main thing is I try to get peo-
ple together. Social distancing won’t 
be a problem since you are in your car. 
I also do a safety briefing before the 
rally,” he said.

A quick tour of the museum (masks 
available) is offered after the road trip. 

The group usually heads to Dan-
ville’s Mayberry Café upstairs where 
they can eat and share adventures 
with social-distanced seating avail-
able. 

Hendricks County Historical Museum volunteer Tim 
Macsay gives instructions to drivers before the 2019 road 
rally. (Picture provided by HCHM)

Hendricks County Historical 
Museum’s Trivia Road Rally

When: 8 a.m. registration Saturday, Oct. 10
Where: Parking lot across from museum, 

170 S. Washington, Danville
Cost: $10 per vehicle

Drivers must follow speed limits. Bathroom 
breaks are worked into the route.

Call Tim Macsay at (317) 718-1453. 
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Staff report

On a crisp morning, Plainfield held its 
annual Quaker Day Parade and Craft Fes-
tival Sept. 19. Safety precautions were in 
place such as social distancing and face 
masks as well as no candy getting tossed 
by parade participants. 

The craft festival ran on the lawn of 
Plainfield Friends Church, with food pro-
vided by Friends of Fred food trucks. 

Plainfield’s Quaker Day community 

event started back in the 1970s. The 
women of Plainfield Friends Church be-
gan the tradition as a church mouse sale 
held in the church basement. The event 
grew into a craft event on the church 
lawn. Food and the parade were added 
in the 1980s. 

Today, the parade is run by the Plain-
field Chamber of Commerce and has be-
come a community must-do. 

Plainfield holds Quaker Day  
Parade & Craft Festival 

Plainfield held the annual Quaker Day Parade that goes down U.S. 40. Masks were passed out this 
year instead of candy.  (Photos by Eric Prichett)

With safety precautions in place, Plainfield 
celebrated town heritage Sept. 19.

Plainfield Police Chief Jared McKee takes the lead for 
the 2nd Annual Oasis Diner Tenderloin Eating Contest 
by finishing his sandwich in less than four minutes. 
The Oasis also teamed up with Jack’s Donuts for a 
Donut Hole Eating Contest as well. Proceeds from the 
contests were donated to Family Promise, a Plainfield 
nonprofit that helps people overcome homelessness.

317-272-7700
oakcreationsofavon

US 36 between Dan Jones & 267
Across from LKQ “Pick Your Part”

Oak Creations

We also 
offer custom 

pieces 
and offer 

alterations!

Dining, Entertainment, Bedroom, Occasional Tables
AMISH FURNITURE
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Jan Brown
Copper Grill

This is Outstanding
Health Care.
Hendricks Regional Health is one of only seven hospitals in the 
nation to receive the Healthgrades Outstanding Patient Experience 
Award™ 13 years in a row. Whether it’s a preventive health check-up, 
a needed procedure, a screening or lab work, you can always count 
on us to deliver extraordinarily safe care for you and your family.

Don’t delay the care you need. Make your same-day in-person or 
virtual appointment today at ThisIsHendricks.org. 

Meijer employee with autism gets thousands of birthday wishes
By Lindsay Doty 

Joseph Coy has been working at the Meijer in Plainfield 
for nearly six years, gathering up shopping carts and greet-
ing customers. It turns out, he is sort of a local celebrity 
among staff and shoppers. The young man with autism 
doesn’t chat much but leaves a lasting impression with his 
kind heart and friendly demeanor. 

“I like the people at Meijers!” said Coy, who grew up in 
Avon.

For his 27th birthday (Sept. 14), he left work with several 
birthday cards and gifts from his coworkers. Joseph’s par-
ents, John and Connie Coy, were moved by the actions. 

“It speaks volumes about people who treat special needs 
people well,” said Joseph’s father, John Coy.

Dad decided to share his appreciation on social media. 
Soon, his Facebook alert was ringing nonstop with more 
birthday wishes for his son. 

“It rang so much I thought something was wrong with my 
phone,” he said.

The posts attracted 4,000 likes-and growing, along with 
hundreds of comments from community members who 
know Joe from places around the county, from Splash Island 
(one of Joe’s favorite summer stops) to Meijer regulars. 

“I see Joseph often when I shop at Meijer. It warms my 
heart EVERY time. Good work Joseph! You are a blessing! I 
hope your birthday was as special as you are!” wrote Stepha-
nie Moster. 

For parents of special needs children, it’s the kind of sup-
port that goes a long way. 

“Unbelievable. Touching. I knew that many people knew 
Joseph, but I had no idea that it was thousands,” said John 
Coy. “It truly touches our hearts about how the people in 

this community have welcomed, included and cared about 
Joseph over these many years.”

Josephs attended Avon schools and got his job at Mei-
jer through the Avon High School Work Study, a program 
that helps prepare students and match them with real jobs 
through employer partnerships. 

“The AHS special education staff follows the same phi-
losophy in both academic and vocational focus — that 
every student has the potential to learn regardless of dis-
ability,” said Kimberly Lobosky, transition coordinator for 
Avon Community Schools. “Giving students such as Joseph 

a chance to start gaining job skills prior to their transition 
to adulthood has helped them to be better prepared when 
moving on to post-secondary options.”

Lobosky attributes Joseph’s success to his good work 
ethic, a supportive family and a community that values all 
individuals.  

“It is employers, like Meijer, and the AHS Work Study 
partners, such as McAlister’s Deli, Monical’s Pizza, Metro 
Diner and the Hendricks Regional YMCA that open doors for 
students like Joseph and so many others in the Hendricks 
County area.”

Joseph Coy ended his birthday with cake and ice cream 
at home. He had one thing to say: thank you.

Joseph Coy, 27, 
rounds up carts at 
his job at Meijer 
in Plainfield. 
The Avon man 
with autism has 
worked there for 
nearly 6 years and 
said he “loves the 
people.” He got the 
job through the  
Avon High School 
Work Study 
program while 
in high school. 
(Photo provided by 
John Coy)
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Hendricks County nonprofits 

receive IU Health funds
IU Health recently awarded nearly $16,000 to two lo-

cal organizations working to address community needs 
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Susie’s Place Child Advocacy Center in Avon received 
$10,000 for sourcing and purchasing personal protec-
tive equipment, cleaning materials and other supplies 
to keep the center’s staff and victims safe. The funds will 
also support e-learning modules about body safety and 
prevention, which will be provided to seven Indiana 
school districts.

Hope Healthcare in Avon received $5,975 to support 
extension of telemedicine services to their patients.

Hendricks County announces 
opening of two additional 

COVID-19 testing sites
The Hendricks County Health Department is working 

with Hendricks Regional Health to bring additional CO-
VID-19 testing sites to Hendricks County. 

The first of these testing sites began operation on 
Sept. 28 at 202 Meadow Drive, Danville. A future testing 
site is planned to open at a later date. 

Testing will be available to all members of the public 
regardless of symptoms. Children as young as 2 can be 
tested with parental consent. 

Visit scheduling.coronavirus.in.gov to preregister for 
an appointment. Those being tested need a proof of 
Indiana residency such as a state-issued identification, 
work ID or utility bill. 

There is no charge for testing and will be available 
until at least June 30, 2021. Questions about the Hen-
dricks County COVID-19 testing sites may be directed to 
covidtesting@co.hendricks.in.us or (317) 745-9368. Go 
to coronavirus.in.gov/2524.htm for a map of test sites 
across the state. 

North Salem Elementary named 
2020 National Blue Ribbon 

School
North Salem Elementary School has been recognized 

by the U.S. Department of Education as a National Blue 
Ribbon school. This recognition is based on all student 
scores on state assessments or nationally normed tests. 

North Salem Elementary is one of six elementary 
schools and two high schools in Indiana to receive this 
recognition. 

Part of the North West Hendricks School Corporation, 
the elementary school has been a Four Star school and 
received A ratings from the state for more than 10 years. 

The eight Indiana schools are among 317 public and 
50 private schools recognized across the country this 
year with the Blue Ribbon designation.

Danville Police Department 
accepting reserve officer 

applications
The Danville Metropolitan Police Department is ac-

cepting applications for Reserve Police Officers. Volun-
teer community members in the newly-implemented 
reserves will supplement the enforcement division. 
Reserve officers undergo the same hiring standards as 
full-time officers and work alongside them.

All reserve police officers must complete a Law En-
forcement Training Board-certificated 40-hour Pre-Basic 
Course and a 15-week Field Training Officer program to 
be eligible to serve. Each officer is mandated to work 
a minimum of 12 hours each month and completel 
monthly training.

Visit danvilleindiana.org/egov/docu-
ments/1600783418_07128.pdf to apply by 4 p.m. Oct. 
22.

Brownsburg’s Chloe Dygert 
crashes at Imola World 

Championships
During the Elite Women’s Time Trial event of the 2020 

UCI Road World Championships in the 
Emilia-Romagna region of northern Italy, 
2019 Elite Time Trial World champion 
and Brownsburg native Chloe Dygert 
suffered a crash during her race. 

She sustained a laceration to her left 
leg as a result of the crash. Dygert was 
immediately treated by event medics 
at the site of the crash. She was airlifted 
to a hospital in Bologna, Italy where she 
was treated by their medical team. She is out of surgery, 
resting comfortably and is expected to make a full re-
covery.

Dygert was also training to participate in the 2021 To-
kyo Olympics. 

Scarecrows display returns  
to Danville Square 

With the crisp fall weather comes the return of scare-
crows to downtown Danville. The Scarecrow on the 
Square display and contest around the Hendricks Coun-
ty Courthouse will go up this weekend for the commu-
nity to enjoy. 

The Downtown Danville Partnership hosts the free 
event every year for local families and businesses to 
showcase their creativity. The handmade scarecrow dis-
plays that can range from scary to humorous must be 
delivered and installed by Oct. 3. 

Displays can include more than one scarecrow, hay 
bales, corn stalks and other items to enhance a theme. 
Creativity is encouraged. Nothing controversial or po-
litical is allowed. 

The community can enjoy checking out the displays 
through Oct. 26. Last-minute applications can be re-
quested at Danvilleparntershipail.com.

Trauma Resource Center offers 
mental health services

The Hendricks County Trauma Resource Center cre-
ated a $71,500 fund at the Hendricks County Communi-
ty Foundation (HCCF) to help mitigate trauma, provide 
needed resiliency and establish patterns of needed care 
for mental health concerns. The focus of the fund is di-
rected to those who have issues related to the impact 
of COVID-19.

Grant funding will be available for discounted coun-
seling for those who live or work in Hendricks County 
and who are experiencing the impact of the pandemic 
in personal, financial, emotional, relational or physical 
stress. 

The Community Foundation provided a $30,000 
grant to support the program. Additional funds were 
provided by United Way of Central Indiana and IU 
Health.

“Due to the pandemic and ensuing lockdown, is-
sues like isolation, unemployment and food insecurity 
have risen dramatically during the past five months. 
COVID-19 is not just a physical health threat but a men-
tal health one as well,” said Eric Hessel, vice president 
of programs at HCCF. “We’re proud to partner with the 
Trauma Resource Center to provide affordable mental 
health services to those who live and work in the com-
munity we serve.”

Five mental health providers are approved to admin-
ister care: Care to Change Counseling, Bridge to Mental 
Wellness, Pacheco Counseling, Own Your Journey Coun-
seling and Eagle Creek Counseling. 

To receive assistance, contact approved providers 
and reference the grant.

Dygert

Businesses and 
families can 
enter the local 
Scarecrow on the 
Square display 
that runs Oct. 
3-26 on Danville’s 
Courthouse 
Square. (ICON 
archive photo)
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!



October 2, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

16 COMMUNITY

804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 10/15/20.
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 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2020-2021 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
Driving Up Engagement  
in Computer Science  
at Brownsburg High School
Sponsored in part by LeBlanc Nettles Law

Amount:
$1,455.00

Self-driving cars provide real-world, 
engaging experiences to students in 
the Intro to Computer Science class. 
Students use machine-vision course 
correction to navigate these self-driving 
vehicles through an environment, avoiding 
obstacles and other vehicles. They 
work as a team in different roles, apply 
programming skills learned, and use 
their knowledge to complete challenging 
tasks. Not only does this increase their 
competency in computer science, but it 
strengthens their perseverance as well. 
The cars purchased with this grant allow 
for each student to program their own car 
instead of having to work in pairs, thus 
increasing engagement in the project.

Just part of the $130,000 that BEF 
awarded in grants this past years.

Thanks to the BEF grant, students 
in Intro to Computer Science 
each programmed their own self-
driving vehicles, instead of sharing 
with a partner. Each student took 
ownership of a vehicle for the unit. 
Code that didn’t work provided 
a more personal challenge, and 
programming successes became 
more rewarding when the work 
was their own.

Elizabeth Mendenhall

HISTORY finds
Box Iron

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Marty Carter 
Hendricks County Museum board member

For centuries people have been creat-
ing ways to 
make clothes 
smoother. 
In various 
places and 
times they 
used pans 
of hot coals, 
heated stones, 
boards, 
smoothers 
made of glass 
and a plethora of devices using rollers 
and screw presses. What we would rec-
ognize as an iron, a flatiron dates to the 
Middle Ages.

Before electricity, keeping the iron hot 
was a problem. People often used two 
irons so one could be heating while the 

other was in use. There were also irons 
that were self-heating, such as the one 
pictured here from the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum, a type called a box 

iron.  
This Eclipse 

model from 1903 
was heated by put-
ting hot charcoal 
inside. Some mod-
els used a heated 
iron slug in the box 
for heat. 

The museum 
also has a gasoline 

iron made by the Coleman Lamp & Stove 
Company. There is a small gas tank on 
the back of the iron with a pump to build 
up pressure. A match was used to light a 
flame inside the iron, and yes, they could 
be dangerous. Gasoline irons were pro-
duced into the 1940s, and some are still 
in use today.
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StateBankofLizton.com

Now is the best time to refinance your mortgage
With historic low interest rates, now is the best time to refinance. By doing so, your monthly payment may be 
significantly lower – which in turn will free up some extra cash.* To learn more, call 765.483.6397 and ask for 
Gretchen, Michelle, or Vicki. They’ll be happy to assist you and even help you through our online application. 

* Loans subject to credit approval.
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Humor: Quack COVID cures complete me
By Gus Pearcy

Someone sent me an ad for a cure for CO-
VID-19. All you had to do was eat a dozen 
cans of this particular 
cat food. I paused to 
search my memory of 
COVID diagnoses in 
cats. I came up blank, 
a recurring prob-
lem. I put down the 
syringe of Ajax and 
started searching for 
other claims of cures 
or vaccinations.

It seemed a worth-
while time suck.

In India, cow urine 
parties were all the 
rage. Unfortunately, the party was prohibited 
because of the large crowd. Besides, cow urine 
works better in brownies.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
tweeted elderberry tea and lemongrass could 

stave off the infection. It was removed because 
it interfered with the election, I think.

The makers of 
Hennessy cognac 
were forced to warn 
Kenyans that it would 
not make them im-
mune. No Kenyans 
cared.

Isn’t the FDA cute? 
Trying to remind 
people that there are 
no cures or vaccines. 
And unlike pregnan-
cy tests, there is no 
approved way to do 
your own lab work 

from home. Of course, every government ac-
tion must have a name. So the effort to squelch 
false claims and cures is called Operation 
Quack Hack.

So cute.

Of course, regular readers of this column 
are of elite intelligence and do not need to be 
reminded not to give out any personal infor-
mation, don’t click on links in texts from un-
known senders, be on guard for friends who 
may have had their phone numbers spoofed 
for out-of-character texts.

Amazingly, as of Sept. 25, the FDA has only 
had to send out 114 warning letters to sellers. 
I’m disappointed because these “cures” are fun 
to read. But it’s early. Anything could happen 
and in 2020 it’s likely.

In the meantime, get a cow dung mud pack. 
It won’t cure COVID, but you’ll automatically 
be social distanced from everybody.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to 
the Hendricks County Business Leader. He 
may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or  
gus@icontimes.com

Chambers need 
to be included 
in next round 

of PPP
Abuses of the Paycheck Pro-

tection Program or PPP stimu-
lus — designed to help small 
business pay employees — are 
so numerous that it’s no won-
der conservatives are skeptical 
of universal healthcare. Grant-
ed, the program was very hastily 
established, yet, the justice de-
partment recently made public 
some of the stories of enormous 
fraud.

Like the one about the Florida 
roofer who spent $689,000 on a 
boat. Or the one of the Virgin-
ia business owner and his wife 
who formed shell companies to 
apply for more than $6.6 mil-
lion. They received $1.4 million 
and tried to flee to Poland, the 
justice department alleges.

We will hear about not-so-
small businesses that sucked up 
a majority of the available cash 
when it wasn’t even clear that 
they qualified for the program. 

Hopefully, the government 
will catch all of these abuses, but 
don’t hold your breath. It’s likely 
the fraud will be in the millions 
of dollars. Some will argue that 
it needed to be done in order to 
help the businesses who applied 
and received the money. By 
June, there was more than $100 
billion left in the second round 
of funds funneled into the pro-
gram.

Yet, chambers of commerce 
could not apply or receive funds.

These are legitimate organi-
zations which offer desperately 
needed programs to assist the 
very small businesses that the 
PPP was supposed to save.

As Congress and the admin-
istration prepare to approve 
another stimulus package, the 
Hendricks County Business 
Leader demands chambers be 
included.
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OPINION

Tempting but wait
By Susan Rozzi

“Emotional Intelligence, more than any other 
factor, more than I.Q. or expertise, accounts 

for 85% to 90% of success as work.” 
— Warren G. Bennis

I have been seeing such a need for impulse 
control these days. Individual contributors 
needing to take the time to think before they 
speak. Leaders needing to slow down and truly 
listen to their direct reports. Friends needing 
to not post so quickly to social media.

 Impulse Control is one of the key skills of 
emotional intelligence. It is the ability to con-
trol an urge, resist temptation, and to delay 
gratification. Here are a few questions to ask 
yourself about your impulsivity.

• Do you immediately respond to email, 
texts and phone calls?

• Is your Twitter account on fire?
• Do you get angry when confronted?

• Do you regret many of your decisions or 
words you speak?

• Do you love to buy things for the thrill 
of it?

• Do you feel agitated if you can’t get all 
your work done?

• Do you make fast-paced decisions?
• Do you need all the facts when you have 

a strong gut or emotional reaction?
It’s Ok if you said yes to these questions. 

Chances are, at times, these responses feel 
good and bring satisfaction. However, does 
your impulsivity ever lead to more difficult 
situations later or less productive outcomes? 
These are the times impulse control is most 
important.

Here are a few tips for developing more im-
pulse control:

• Take a moment before you react. Deep 

breath.
• Focus on the long-term gains versus the 

short-term satisfaction.
• Consider all the options and ask others 

if there is another option besides the one 
you are considering.

• Listen. Don’t speak. Ask great questions.
• Delay your responses, especially when 

emotions are involved. 
• Don’t overpromise by asking when it is 

needed.

Susan Rozzi is the president of Rozzi 
and Associates, a leadership and 
organizational development company 
helping good leaders become 
great. Contact Susan at susan@
rozziandassociates.com.

Amazingly, as of Sept. 25, the 
FDA has only had to send out 
114 warning letters to sellers. 

I’m disappointed because these 
“cures” are fun to read. But it’s 
early. Anything could happen 

and in 2020 it’s likely.



LET US BOOK YOUR 2020 
EVENT OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 

www.4HComplex.org

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference Complex  
is designed to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, meetings,  
seminars or wedding events - we can  

do it all! Our friendly and knowledgable  
staff are ready to make your event  

worry-free and memorable!

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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By Jeff Binkley

Ah, October. 
The kids are back to school (kind of ). 

The temperatures have begun to cool. 
And we can look forward to all those 
political ads really ramping up now. 
Hooray!

One of the most perilous things a 
money manager can do is making his or 
her politics a matter of public record. Es-
pecially as political passions proportion-
ally increase the closer we get to Election 
Day. He or she 
is certain to 
displease one 
or more of 
their clients. 
Another dan-
gerous (and 
foolish) thing 
for a money 
manager to do 
is to make a 
prediction as 
to who is go-
ing to win a political contest. Now I have 
often proved myself for a fool. But for 
this piece, I will do neither. I will how-
ever point out a fascinating bit of market 
data that by the time this comes to press, 
if you are a market junkie like me, you 
probably have already heard from one of 
the financial talking heads on one of the 
plethora of market news outlets online 
or via cable or satellite: 

Since 1948, the market has an out-
standing history of predicting whether 
the president or his party gets to keep 
their jobs.

Sam Stovall, chief investment strate-
gist for Standard & Poor’s Equity Re-
search Services, wrote this in an S&P 
newsletter:

“The S&P 500’s price performance 
during the three calendar months lead-
ing up to the presidential election has 
been a good predictor of whether the 
president or his party would be re-elect-
ed or replaced. An S&P 500 price rise 
from July 31 through October 31 tradi-
tionally has predicted the reelection of 
the incumbent person or party, while 
a price decline during this period has 
pointed to a replacement. Since 1948, 
this election-prognostication technique 
did an excellent job, in our view, record-
ing an 88% accuracy rate in predicting 

the re-election of the party in power (it 
failed in 1968).” Mr. Stoval went on to 
say: ““Either we have a tremendous situ-
ation of being fooled by randomness or 
we have an interesting stock market phe-
nomenon.”

An interesting expression that: “fooled 
by randomness.” As a student of the 
markets for the last 30 years, I remain 
amazed at investors’ capacity to suc-
cumb to the perceived power of that ran-

domness. I also 
caution myself 
daily in hopes for 
me to avoid the 
same.

Just in case 
this piece of 
market phenom-
ena happens to 
be an accurate 
predictor of the 
future… at least 
until it isn’t, I’d 

like to share with you a number. No, not 
the latest Rasmussen poll or the RCP 
Polling Average or even a fivethirtyeight. 
No, the number I want to share with you 
is 3271.12. That was the closing value of 
the S&P 500 on July 31, 2020. 

If you choose, you can watch all the 
upcoming political coverage with aban-
don and glee. You can keep yourself 
updated on every new poll and be al-
ternately frustrated or elated with the 
coverage your favored future leader is 
getting. All while sacrificing quality time 
you could be spending on your business 
or with your family, or simply reading a 
good book. 

Or you can just wait until market 
close, Monday, Nov. 2, take a look at the 
S&P 500 and know with 88% accuracy 
what the morrow will hold. If it’s higher 
than 3271.12, Trump has an 88% chance 
of returning to the White House. If it’s 
lower, it may be Mr. Biden measuring 
new curtains for the oval office. 

MONEY MATTERS

Will S&P 500 number predict 
next White House occupant?

Jeff Binkley is the Founder  
and Managing Director of Binkley 
Wealth Management Group. He can 
be reached at Jeff@thebinkleygroup.
com or (317) 697-1618.

 One of the most perilous things a 
money manager can do is making 

his or her politics a matter of public 
record. Especially as political passions 

proportionally increase the closer we get 
to Election Day. He or she is certain to dis- 

please one or more of their clients.



Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com
to see what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

ACT NOW BEFORE THESE REBATES AND INCENTIVES EXPIRE!

NOW FEATURING FALL PROMOTION
Utility Rebates up to ………..$1,000

Energy Savings up to  …….$900
10 Year Parts Warranty value up to**…..$799 

 Total Savings & Discounts up to ………..$2,699 
See details below. Offer expires October 31, 2020.  

Not valid on prior installations. Restrictions apply. *with approved credit **On qualified systems.

SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS UP TO $2,699UP TO $2,699

SERVICESSERVICES, , incinc

HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING

BEST REBATES 
OF THE YEAR

We can exchange your current model with a new 
American Standard Heating & Air Conditioning 
High Efficiency system. Now is the best time to 

exchange your out-of-date model for a new, super 
high efficiency system, and do it all with  

36 months* financing. 

THE BEST NEWS YET!
Your savings may pay for your new system. Our 
new American Standard High Efficiency systems 

are guaranteed to put the “green” back in your 
pocket with their super high efficiency energy 
savings functionality... and we’ll guarantee that 
in writing! And if you prefer to make monthly 

payments we have low interest rate loans available 
through our bank.

WHAT NEXT?
Give Joy a call at 317-839-5877 and she will 

schedule an appointment at your convenience 
to give you exact figures on how much you can 
save. Many of our customers have thanked us 

for taking the time to review their utility savings 
options and they have turned their savings 
into more exciting purchases like vacations, 

computers, even shopping sprees...
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Join us for a Hendricks County 

Business Leader’s Cover Party

Thursday, November 12
4:30-6:30 pm

State Bank of Lizton
U.S. 36 and Satori Parkway in Avon

Save
 Date

th

Join us while we honor our covers while celebrating them Grand Opening of State Bank of Lizton’s 
new retail banking center at U.S. 36 and Satori Parkway in Avon, in front of the YMCA. 

Food

Fun

Networking

RSVP to Catherine Myers at Cathy@icontimes.com 
or call (317) 918-0334.

presented by



Hendricks County Business Leader hcbusinessleader.com  •  October 2020  7

By Gus Pearcy

Former Avon Town Manager Tom Klein 
has already started his new position as the 
Montgomery County administrator.

Full time county administrators are rel-
atively rare in Indiana. Hendricks County 
has had an administrator for several years, 
but according to the National Association 
of Counties website, only three counties 
have administrators across the state.

Although the position was created only 
nine months ago, county commissioner 
Jim Fulwider said Klein will be the second 
person in the position. 

“Over our first nine months of having 
(an administrator) we’d seen the benefits,” 
Fulwider said. “We just saw the benefit of 
having someone there to do the day-to-day 
stuff for the commissioners and the coun-
cil.”

One of the benefits Fulwider said was 
improved communication between the 
elected officials and county department 
heads.

“Everybody was staying a lot more in-
formed about what the others were doing,” 
he said.

Fulwider, who is the commission presi-
dent, said Klein was a great candidate. Par-
ticularly, his 23 years as the town manager 

in Avon and his work in Indianapolis.
“When we were in the search for this, 

it was just like a dream come true, a guy 
with this much experience. ” Fulwider said. 
“People spoke so highly of Tom and his 
abilities. I just can’t tell you how much the 
guy has amazed me.”

Klein said he wanted to continue in mu-
nicipal administration, but was afraid he 
was going to have to move out of state.

“I had become a finalist for a communi-
ty in Georgia, Kentucky, Illinois and Wis-
consin,” Klein said. “Then this opportuni-
ty popped up and Lexi (Klein’s wife) and I 
talked about it and we need to be open to 
all possibilities.”

After interviews with the commission-
ers and a couple of county council mem-
bers, Klein saw support for the position 
and it was a “good fit.”

Klein said Montgomery County officials 
want to increase jobs and single-family 
housing.

Klein started work in Montgomery 
County Sept. 21. He and his family have al-
ready purchased a home and will be mov-
ing there soon.

“I really feel that if you’re going to be a 
professional local government manager, 
you should live in the community where 
you work,” Klein said. “I think I owe that to 

the people that I work for.”
Montgomery County has been grow-

ing. The 2010 Census counted 38,000 resi-
dents which is sure to increase significant-
ly. There are ten incorporated towns and 
Crawfordsville, the only city and the coun-
ty seat. The county government oversees 
about 800 road miles.

Major employers include RR Donnelley 
and Nucor Steel.

Former Avon Town Manager takes position in Montgomery County

Tom Klein
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By Stephanie Dolan

It seems that money rules the world. It keeps the pistons 
pumping, the wheels greased and everyone’s head above 
water. But there are people behind the flow of cash that keep 
our society moving forward. People like Brian Bilger, who 
just took over the executive director position for the Hen-
dricks County Economic Development Partnership. 

According to the organization’s website, the partnership 
is “a successful non-profit public-private partnership that 
involves major employers, local governments, chambers of 
commerce, and other organizations throughout Hendricks 
County. Our success has been driven by a collaborative ap-
proach and the recognition that our entire county benefits 
when any community becomes stronger.”

“We are the economic development entity for the whole 
county, and we help companies looking to relocate to or 
expand in Hendricks County,” Bilger said. “We look to at-

tract new capital de-
velopment and retain 
business we currently 
have.” 

Bilger, 47, is replac-
ing Jeff Pipkin, who is 
now with Hoosier En-
ergy in Bloomington. 

“My first job out of 
undergrad was as a 
subprime mortgage 
underwriter,” he 
said. “I went back to 
grad school to get 
my MBA. I got a 
job right after grad 
school, so I kind of 
fell into what I’m 
doing now by 

accident.”
Originally from Perrysburg, OH, Bilger attended the 

University of Toledo, majoring in general management be-
fore enrolling at Heidelburg University to attain a master’s 
degree in general management with a concentration in fi-
nance. 

Bilger has 18 years of economic development experi-
ence, and he believes that, while communities might be dif-
ferent, economic development is pretty much the same ev-
erywhere. He has held economic development positions in 
Toledo as well as in Michigan, and most recently served as 
business development manager at the Wayne County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation in Michigan. 

He has also held positions with the Detroit Regional 
Chamber and the Regional Growth Partnership in Toledo 
before signing on as the economic development manager of 
Lucas County, also in Toledo.

“Brian had the type of experience and strategic thinking 
that aligned the most with what the board was looking for 
and where we want to try and get to in the future,” Greg Ter-
net, board chair and CEO of Hendricks Power, said.

“I was involved in the interview process, and he did a re-
ally nice job,” Jeff Banning, of Banning Engineering, said. 
“His experience was really intriguing, and I’m looking for-
ward to working with him. I think Hendricks County has 
been a warehousing and logistics sort of community. I 
see him having other ties to other business types that 
I believe will expand on the business base that‘s in 
the county.”

Bilger has now been with the Hendricks 
County Economic Development Partnership 
since Aug. 24. He’s not only acclimating 
to a new job, but also to a new build-
ing as the partnership 

recently relocated from Avon to the downtown Danville 
square. 

“I like it – Danville square,” he said. “It reminds me of Per-
rysburg and other small communities I’ve worked with. The 
Bread Basket is incredible. Between that and the Beehive for 
coffee every morning it’s awesome. I like our new office and 
how it has a sense of purpose. In the next week or two we’ll 
have some signage out front as well.”

“Hendricks County receives economic development 
project proposals every week and it can be difficult to site 
these projects in the area best suited to make both the proj-
ect and the community successful,” Ternet said. “Though 
Brian’s main job will be to bring economic development to 
Hendricks County as a whole, he will work to 

place the project in an area 
where it will be the most suc-
cessful.” 

Bilger, who just dropped 
his son, Jacob, off at Ohio 

State for his freshman 
year, will also soon be 
living in Danville. 

“I’ve been looking at different apartments,” he said. 
Bilger said that he was scared to death his first week at 

his new job. 
“The more I talk to people in the community and the lon-

ger I’m here the better I feel,” he said. “I like the relation-
ships we have with our economic development partners. 

The number of projects we’re seeing in the 
community is very solid. We have 

strong board participation made 
up of private and public sec-

tor. I’m also superstitious, so 
I hope I didn’t jinx myself. I 
really like this community. 
Everyone is down to earth 
and very practical.”

Bilger said he has some 
plans in mind for future 
projects, but he doesn’t want 
to discuss them yet and get 
ahead of the board.

“We’re still waiting for board 

approval,” he said. 
“We believe the partnership is poised for growth in both 

membership and new capital investment coming to Hen-
dricks County,” Ternet said.  “We are looking forward to 
seeing our organization grow under Brian’s leadership and 
see our county continuing to be successful in both new eco-
nomic development project and business retention.”

 “Ideally, our job, when a company is looking to expand, 
is to lower their total landing costs and make project as eco-
nomically feasible as possible,” Bilger said. “We have a tre-
mendous team here,” Bilger said. “They’re very solid. My job 
is just to guide the ship.”

  Bilger’s team includes program implementation direc-
tor Lora Steele and business development director Victoria 
Ross-Frost. 

“I enjoy the team we have here and our partners and the 
community,” he said. “It’s a team sport. It’s not done indi-
vidually.” 

For more information on the Hendricks County Econom-
ic Development Partnership, visit their website at hcedp.org.

COVER STORY

Need space for 
those special 

team-building 
meetings?  

Like us on Facebook!

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717 
Chicagospizza.com

Give us 
a call!

New economic development chief, Brian Bilger, ready to make things happen in Hendricks County

Meet Brian Bilger
What is your favorite TV Show? Seinfeld

What is your favorite movie? Man on Fire 

Do you have any travel plans? I’ll be going on a cruise with my family for a week starting 
Dec. 6

Who or what inspires you? I’m a big fan of Winston Churchill.

What do you enjoy reading? I read everything. I’m different.Most recently was The 
Accidental Superpower by Peter Zeihan.

 “We believe the partnership is poised 
for growth in both membership and 

new capital investment coming to 
Hendricks County. We are looking 

forward to seeing our organization 
grow under Brian’s leadership and see 
our county continuing to be successful 

in both new economic development 
project and business retention.”
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Holiday
Craft ShowCraft Show

presented by:November 14, 2020, 9AM-4PM
1900 E. MAIN STREET - Danville, IN.

Name                                                                                                                                                 

Phone #                                                                                        Date            /            /                   

Address                                                                                                                                            

City, State & Zip                                                                                                                           

Car Make                                                                            License Plate #                                    

Website URL                                                                                                                                  

Previous Vendor    Yes      No

All fees are non-refundable unless cancelled due to COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets. Set-up 
time is Friday, Nov. 13 from 4pm -7pm or Saturday, Nov. 14 at 6 am. Set-up doors will 
close at 8:30 am and final set-up to be completed by 9 am.
Please provide a brief description of items in booth:

                                                                                                                                                              

*By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to abide by guidelines given to you
*YOU CANNOT RENT A TABLE WITHOUT RENTING A BOOTH

*EVENT ORGANIZERS DO NOT GUARANTEE EXCLUSIVITY OF PRODUCTS.

2020 HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW REGISTRATION FORM

You can also register online at www.4hcomplex.org

BOOTH FEES
               $75.00   - Full booth paid by October 1  

- After October 1 payment of $100 (10’ wide x 10’ deep)

              Electric $20 (subject to availability)         Yes         No

              $40.00—additional booth (maximum of 1 booth)

              $5.00—8’ table ($15 day of show)          $2.00—Chair ($5 day of show)

              TOTAL PAID (must include booth fee, any rentals & electric)

This years Annual Holiday Craft Show is presented by Hendricks 
County ICON and Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds.  Please call 

the HC 4-H if you have any questions at 317-718-6153 or email 
director@4hcomplex.org

Mail this application, with payment to:

Hendricks County 
 4-H Fairgrounds

PO Box 7, Danville, IN 46122

OFFICE USE ONLY

Account                                                

Booth                                                   
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By Scott Flood

At a recent networking event, a busi-
ness owner mentioned it seemed that 
more companies were using storytelling 
as a way to connect with their customers. 
He wondered whether I had observed the 
same trend.

I had to suppress a chuckle. I’ve seen 
many similar claims from other marketers 
and even some copywriters who should 
know better. Yes, storytelling appears to be 
on the upswing, but it’s nothing new. It’s a 
time-honored tactic that patiently awaited 
its opportunity to re-emerge.

What we call “storytelling” today is what 
was referred to as “copywriting” a genera-
tion or two ago. The recent discovery that 
“authenticity” improves the connection 
with prospects and customers is exactly 
what advertising pros recognized and em-
ployed decades ago. 

As humans, we’re evolutionarily wired 
to pay attention to stories. When a co-
worker says, “I gotta tell you what hap-
pened to me this weekend,” they have our 
complete attention.

So when a company or an organization 
starts to tell us a story, they also capture 

our full attention. We’re drawn in and we 
do our best to block out other messages. 

Those stories take different forms. 
Sometimes they’re the tale of how a new 
product came to be. Sometimes they’re a 
case study in which we learn how the com-
pany helped someone do something im-
portant, thereby demonstrating what they 
might be able to do for us. And sometimes 
they’re just an explanation of how some-
thing works. 

Sharing stories about your company, 
organization, products, or services is a 
particularly effective way to connect with 
the audiences that are important to you. 
And authenticity beats hype every time. 
If those appear to be new ideas, it’s only 
because professional marketers are often 
distracted from proven solutions by shiny 
new objects. 

By Karl Zimmer

As you well know, it is important to cele-
brate successes and accomplishments with-
in your organization. These might include 
specific accomplishments of members of 
your staff as well as company successes. 
What else might be worthwhile and helpful 
to celebrate?

In my old company, we celebrated birth-
days and anniversaries of all our staff and 
workers as well as corporate accomplish-
ments, which could include safety, pro-
ductivity, quality, and delivery related suc-
cesses, among others. I thought it was also 
important to acknowledge individual ac-
complishments, yet that was difficult in the 
environment we had, with two of our three 
production facilities being unionized. The 
union executives and many of the union 
members were against singling out any in-
dividuals who went, “above and beyond,” 
merely because they feared it would make 
other members, “look bad.” Without break-
ing any rules, we found ways to congratu-
late workers who were exceptional, because 
we felt it was important.

Perhaps it is also important to acknowl-
edge, if not celebrate, whatever is learned 

from negative outcomes. In our personal 
lives, we are taught to learn from mistakes 
and that there is no such thing as failure, 
there is only feedback. Is that not also true 
in business? Do we not learn from mistakes, 
from decisions that result in unintended 
outcomes? Might it be helpful, then, to cel-
ebrate those as well? I don’t mean to suggest 
that in celebration, we are saying we want 
more of the same mistakes, yet is it not true 
that the most successful people and organi-
zations are those that have learned the most 
from having made mistakes? The only ones 
who make no mistakes are those who do 
nothing.

The difference between a master and a 
novice is that the master has failed more 
times than the novice has even attempted. It 
is through the failed attempts that the mas-
ter has learned what to no longer do.

Is story telling something new? What should you celebrate?
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

Scott Flood creates effective copy for 
companies and other organizations. 
You’ll find more articles at sfwriting.
com. ©2019 Scott Flood All rights 
reserved.

Call today to schedule your consultation 
317.839.9136                       625 S. Dan Jones Road - Avon, IN 46123          www.kempercpa.com        

SEASONS CHANGE. 
 

SO DO YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS. 
 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 
THROUGH THESE CHANGING TIMES. 

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who 
Grew Up to RULE® the World…,” a 
speaker, Board Certified Hypnotist, 
and successful CEO. Karl can be 
contacted at karl@z-success.com. 
RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

BIZ LEADERSHIP



Leadership Hendricks County is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to seek, prepare, involve and sustain leaders from diverse backgrounds to 
address community and countywide changes. Since 1993, Leadership Hendricks County has given citizens the background and inside information they 
need to take on effective leadership roles in the Hendricks County community. To learn more about Leadership Hendricks County or leadership training 
for your organization, email admin@leadershiphendrickscounty.org or visit our website at www.LeadershipHendricksCounty.org.

Looks at Local Leaders
Each month, the Business Leader focuses on how Leadership Hendricks County delivers the skills local residents need to provide leadership in our communities.

Why Servant Leadership is a Game Changer
“If your actions inspire people to dream 

more, learn more, do more, and become 
more, you are a leader.” - John Quincy Adams

We have all heard of the term “Servant 
Leadership”. In fact, many of us have had 
the privilege to work for or with a servant 

leader and well…many of us have experienced the 
opposite. Servant leadership is defined as, “a leader-
ship philosophy in which the main goal of the leader is 
to serve. This is different from traditional leader-
ship where the leader’s main focus is the thriving of 
their company or organizations.” 

This is different! It is different because it flips the 
business culture pyramid on its head. A servant leader 
prioritizes the team’s growth and well-being, letting their 
own needs and ambition take a backseat! 

The mark of a true servant leader is someone who 
is known for serving instead of commanding, demon-
strates humility instead of brandishing authority, and 
is always looking for ways to engage and develop their 
staff members. 

The end result of servant leadership? “Performance 
goes through the roof,” says Art Barter, founder and CEO 
of the Servant Leadership Institute and CEO of Datron 

World Communications, Inc. The success is often found 
when the servant leader moves beyond the transactional 
aspects of management and actively seeks to develop 
an employee’s sense of purpose within the company 
mission. This in turn creates empowered staff who will 
perform at a high, innovative level. Employees feel more 
engaged and purpose-driven, which in turn increases 
the organization’s retention and lowers turnover costs. 

There are 5 general qualities that a servant leader 
possess: 

1)  Listening- Listening is at the core of servant leader-
ship. It’s a simple way to make your team feel valued 
so they know you care.

2)  Empathy- A lot goes into empathy, but it basically 
comes down to getting to know your team. Find 
out what makes them tick, and learn their strengths 
and weaknesses. That way you can let your team 
members shine and maybe even help them turn 
their weaknesses into strengths.

3)  Self-awareness- Take inventory of your own 
strengths and weaknesses, and figure out how you 
fit into the overall team. Then use yourself in ways 
that benefit the team and the company. 

4)  Stewardship- Stewardship is simply leading by 
example. It’s your job to set the tone for your team, 
so don’t ask people to do things you wouldn’t do 
yourself.

5)  Building community- Teams who trust each other 
work together to get more done. That’s why it’s im-
portant to cultivate relationships among your team.

Servant leaders know there’s always more to learn—
and we can help you out with that. There are several 
resources that we would recommend to help you as you 
seek to grow as a servant leader, including: the Robert K. 
Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership (Greenleaf.org), 
The Journey to the East by Hermann Hesse, and Leaders 
Eat Last: Why Some Teams Pull Together and Others 
Don’t by Simon Sinek. Leadership Hendricks County 
graduates bring the community sharper leadership skills, 
energies focused on solving specific problems, and a 
network of associates with the talents and abilities to 
create a blueprint for Hendricks County’s future. To learn 
more about Leadership Hendricks County, our commu-
nity and our offerings visit https://www.leadershiphen-
drickscounty.org/ or follow us on Facebook.

Leaders serve as a member of a team. Here LHC 2020 classmates Victoria 
Ross-Frost, Jessica Ledford, and Virgil Underwood III work together on a 
problem-solving activity.

A big part of leadership (and life) is simply showing up. In the midst of a pan-
demic, the LHC Class of 2020 continues to show up, ready to learn, contribute, 
and serve, either in person or through virtual options.

In order to serve, we must first listen. In August, LHC 2020 classmates Tania 
Burke and Cory Stewart practice active listening skills.
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Planner of Note

Newly Incorporated Businesses
Compiled by Connie Sieferman
New Business Filings (8/21/2020 – 9/21/2020)

GRANTEE: Kickstand Bar & Grill
DESCRIPTION: bar/restaurant
GRANTOR: Scott Lindley
DATE: 8/24/2020

GRANTEE: Cake Scraps and More
DESCRIPTION: bakery and party planning
GRANTOR: Angela Sherer
GRANTOR: Ketina R. Kennedy
DATE: 8/24/2020

GRANTEE: Optimal Roofing & Restoration
DESCRIPTION: roofing/restoration
GRANTOR: Jacob Creel
DATE: 8/28/2020

GRANTEE: R D Racing Enterprises
DESCRIPTION: race car services
GRANTOR: Ronald W. Dawes
DATE: 8/28/2020

GRANTEE: Hott Pressure Washing
DESCRIPTION: pressure washing/cleaning
GRANTOR: Donald L. Hott
DATE: 8/28/2020

GRANTEE: Weekend MTB
DESCRIPTION: mountain bike gear retail
GRANTOR: Jesse O. Avila

DATE: 8/31/2020

GRANTEE: Clicks by Angie
DESCRIPTION: photography
GRANTOR: Angie Garrett
GRANTOR: Angela Garrett
DATE: 9/02/2020

GRANTEE: All-Stars Academy Daycare
DESCRIPTION: daycare
GRANTOR: Shayla Brookshire
DATE: 9/08/2020

GRANTEE: Nvest
DESCRIPTION: apparel brand
GRANTOR: Courtney Brown
DATE: 9/09/2020

GRANTEE: Top Notch Interior Finishing
DESCRIPTION: construction
GRANTOR: Michael Murphy
DATE: 9/11/2020

GRANTEE: Flat Out Design
DESCRIPTION: vinyl design
GRANTOR: Amber Gardner
DATE: 9/11/2020

GRANTEE: Rowe Paving
DESCRIPTION: asphalt drives
GRANTOR: Michael L. Rowe
DATE: 9/11/2020

14 - Danville Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wed., Oct. 14, 11 
a.m., at HC 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main 
St., Danville. For more information, call (317) 
745-0670 

20 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tue., Oct. 20., 11:30 
a.m., Plainfield Rec and Aquatic Center, 651 
Vestal Rd., Plainfield.  For more information, 
call (317) 839-3800

21- Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wed., Oct. 21, 11 
a.m., at the Brownsburg Fire Territory, 470 
E. Northfield Dr. Brownsburg. For more 
information call (317) 852-7885

27- Avon Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tue., Oct. 27, 11 a.m., 
Avon American Legion, 4812 E. Main St., (Old 
US 36) Avon. For more information, call (317) 
272-4333
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Planner of Note

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com

Avon Chamber New 
Members
ABSTRACT & TITLE 
GUARANTY CO.
287 Shiloh Crossing Dr.
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 271-0088
MY TECH GUY, LLC
7663 Monterey Cir.
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 268-8120
Brownsburg Chamber New 
Members
VICTORY TITLE, INC.
7230 Arbuckle Cmns., Ste. 
257 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 537-7406
ESCAPE HAIR STUDIO
435 E. Main St. 
Brownsburg, IN 46113
(317) 750-6696

EMBER STUDIOS LLC
2680 E. Main St., Ste. 100 
Plainfield, IN 46168
(463) 204-8830
ALL STAR DENTAL
600 W. Northfield Dr., Ste. 
2020 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 563-8090
Danville Chamber New 
Members
DANVILLE DIPS
101 S. Washington St. 
Danville, IN 46122
(317) 714-4427
LEKSE FARMS/RUE DE 
FLEURS
423 S.CR 525 W. 
Danville, In 46122
(317) 370-4376
MALLORY DRONE 

PHOTOGRAPHY
9310 E. CR 300 N. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 383-9438
WOLF TREE
2098 W. CR 200 N. 
Danville, IN 46122
(317) 718-7175
Plainfield Chamber New 
Members
COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT
450 Market Place Mile
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 507-1117
GRACE TRUCK
9560 E.600 S.
Zionsville, IN 46077
(317) 516-9260
MK VIRTUAL SOLUTIONS
5116 W. CR 450 S.
Coatesville, IN 46121
(317) 539-1014

With over 20 years of experience in
commercial banking, Kathy Spencer-Ellis
is committed to helping your business
move to the next level.

Offering a solutions-oriented approach
and unmatched personal service, she
will bring professional solutions that
work for you and your business.

Stop by or call Kathy today!

317-754-2896
kspencer-ellis@homebanksb.com
www.homebanksb.com

         Visit our new 
     Plainfield location 
990 W. Main St.

Kathy Spencer-Ellis
VP/Commercial Lender



5-step
TREE PLANTING PLANTREE PLANTING PLAN

Before you dig, call 811, the underground utility 
locator service, to mark the location of underground 
utilities so accidental contact, damage and injuries can 
be avoided.

Choose trees that will grow no higher than 25 feet 
when planting near power lines. Plant larger trees 
more than 40-60 feet away from power lines.

Do not plant near underground utility 
services. Tree roots can grow and 
interfere with underground pipes, 
cables and wires. Future repairs to 
these facilities also could damage 
the health and beauty of nearby 
plants and trees.

Pick the right spot. Don’t 
plant trees, shrubs, 
plants or other 
vegetation where they 
can damage electrical 
equipment or interfere with 
your co-op’s ability to access 
essential equipment.

Ask Hendricks Power to come 
trim your tree if it begins 
growing near power lines; don’t 
risk your safety doing it yourself.

As a consumer of an Indiana electric 
cooperative, you are among 1.3 million 
Hoosiers who can claim ownership in a not-for-
profit, consumer-controlled utility that provides 
electricity at cost.

YOUR VOTE ON NOV. 3 
HELPS PROTECT THE 
FUTURE OF INDIANA’S 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES

visit  action. IndianaEC.org

VOTE

3Nov. 2O2O

Absentee ballot applications are available at 
IndianaVoters.com. Applications are due 
Oct. 22.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

SETTING AN EXAMPLE

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Caleb Marcus rushed for 164 yards on 34 
carries, including five touchdowns, in a 43-
42 double overtime loss to Westfield Sept. 
25. Marcus had two 10-yard TD runs along 
with TD runs of 15, 4 and 3 yards. Bulldogs 
QB Ben Easters threw for 172 yards and ran 
for a 35-yard TD. Marcus scored three touch-
downs in a 42-7 romp over Fishers Sept. 18. 
Luke Lacey caught a 95-yard TD pass.

Kale Payne completed 7 of 8 passes for 
173 yards and three TDs Sep. 25 in Danville’s 
35-7 defeat of Southmont. Matthew Mc-
Govern rushed for 97 yards on nine carries, 
including a TD. In a 28-7 victory over Tri-
West Sept. 18, McGovern gained 115 yards, 
including a 10-yard TD run. Payne connect-
ed with Matthew Brabec on a 41-yard TD 
pass, and Jacob Comer scored on a 30-yard 
interception return for the Warriors.

The Brownsburg boys tennis team fin-
ished fourth Sept. 20 in the Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference tournament. Jake Giles 
was the champion at No. 2 singles, and Pe-
ter Petrovic placed second at No. 1 singles. 
Sam Dziadosz was third at No. 3 singles.

Brownsburg girls soccer player Grace 
Crawford scored three goals Sept. 23 in a 
6-2 victory over Westfield. Jayden Gibson 
picked up her first goal of the season. 

Evan Frost and Arthur de Oliveira scored 
their first goals this season in Brownsburg’s 
4-1 victory over Ben Davis Sept. 17. 

Aidan Shearin scored three goals and 
Walker Dorsey added two in Danville’s 
boys soccer team’s 5-2 victory over Frankfort 
Sept. 24. 

Danville’s Rory Teel had two goals Sept. 
19 in a 3-0 win over North Montgomery.

Hope Donald and Olivia Malicoat 
scored goals Sept. 23 in Tri-West girls soc-
cer team topped Danville 2-1. Claire Donald 
delivered three goals, and Hope Donald and 
Kylie Hardin each had two goals Sept. 26 in 
a 9-0 rout of Frankfort.

Email ambrogi@icontimes.com for 
accomplishments about HC athletes.

Aidan Shearin’s leadership style all 
about positivity for Danville soccer

Aidan Shearin charges the ball past defenders in Danville’s soccer game against 
Lebanon. He scored the only point of the game to Danville’s win. (Photo by Eric 
Pritchett) 

By Mike Beas

As players-only meetings go, the one members of the Danville 
boys soccer team gathered for in early September was relatively 
tame.

Senior midfielder Aidan Shearin, one of the Warriors’ three 
captains, wasn’t rattling windows with his words, which was 
exactly the point.

“A lot of soccer is team chemistry,” said Shearin, recalling the 
get-together the day after Danville dropped to 1-4 on the season 
with a disappointing one-goal loss at Greencastle. “If you have a 
lot of people mad at each other, you’re not going to play as well.”

Whatever was said had an effect. The Warriors rebounded 
convincingly, defeating their next three opponents by a combined 
score of 18-0.

Shearin accumulated five goals and five assists in his team’s 5-5-
1 start to the season. This includes his three goals and one assist 
in a 12-0 blanking of North Montgomery. As a junior, Shearin, 
starting for a team with nine seniors on its roster, finished the 
season with 16 goals and two assists.

An excellent student (4.02 grade-point average), Shearin 
benefits the Danville program through the example he sets on 
and off the soccer field. The Warriors’ other captains are seniors 
Caleb Welch and Zachary Vickers.

“Aidan stands out in all areas. He performs in the classroom and 
was voted overwhelmingly by his teammates to be one of our 
three captains,” said fifth-year Warriors coach Donovan Duffy. “He 
is very vocal on the field and expects himself to be the example of 
practicing hard in playing hard in matches.”

Shearin did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: How much are you enjoying and appreciating your senior 
season after all of the uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic?

A: We have to recognize it’s not going to be a normal year, but 
we’re making the most of it. I’m just happy to be playing soccer. 
I’m definitely thankful for that.

Q: Some athletes are captains in title only. Why do you enjoy 
the role so much and take it seriously?

A: I’ve noticed that we need someone to bring the team up. A 
lot of times you need someone to say, ‘I do this, too, and we all 
make mistakes sometimes.’ We need to focus on what we’re doing 

wrong as a team and work together to be better. It definitely helps 
more than just yelling at someone for doing something wrong.

Q: What are your plans after graduating from Danville High 
School?

A: The plan is to go to Purdue University and major in architectural 
engineering. I’ve always really liked houses, and the more I looked 
at it the more I could see myself doing this and not being bored 
with it.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Avon, Plainfield school officers connect 
with students in the hallways,  keeping 

them safe and developing relationships

Editor’s note to ICON readers:  This story was featured in a pre-
vious edition of the Hendricks County ICON to highlight a com-
munity near where you live. We want readers to know about 
all of the amazing people and businesses in Hendricks County, 
so we again run the cover story from the previous week for you 
to read and enjoy. Thank you for supporting local journalism. 
We appreciate you. Please keep sharing your Hendricks County 
stories with us and allowing us to tell them to our community. 

By Stephanie Dolan

When Avon students headed back to class, so did a new 
department of school resource officers. After having officers 
come from Avon Police Department, the district is in its first 

year of having its own police department. Chief Chase Ly-
day believes school-based policing is the most meaningful 
form of policing that he can do.

“We see such an immediate and tangible impact and see 
kids be successful as a result of our interaction with them 
or because we have dealt with them appropriately in a po-
tential criminal situation,” he said. “We often get immediate, 
positive feedback. Out in the world, if you arrest someone 
and they go to jail or you write traffic tickets, you don’t see 
what happens. It is our honor and desire of our heart to be 
servants of the community and our students.”

These school resource officers are trained specifically to 
work with students, and their jobs are more than just about 
keeping everyone safe. 

“We’re responsible for the security of school,” said Sgt. 
Todd Knowles who leads the team of four Plainfield Police 
Department officers who work in the schools. “I walk the 
hallways throughout the day. I monitor the lunchroom dur-
ing lunches. I have conversations with kids in the hallway. 
The good thing about being here all day is you really talk to 
the kids more. That’s what it’s about, communicating with 
the kids. These kids are our future.”

Developing Avon’s new department during a quarantine 
was extremely challenging for Lyday who met deadends 
when some people were working and others were not or 
government offices were closed.

“We are building a program from the ground up using 
national best practices for the benefit of our kids,” said Ly-
day, who oversees four other officers. “We want consistent 
relationships with schools, administrators and families. Con-
sistency is important to our success.”

Some school officers are managed by local police de-
partments within the same community, while others 
like in Avon are an entity unto themselves, an-
swering to the chief as well as the system in 

 Chief Chase Lyday is leading the new Avon 
Schools police department of five school 
resource officers. Lyday believes school-
based policing is the most meaningful form 
of policing that he can do.

 Sgt. Todd Knowles leads the team of four 
Plainfield officers who work in the schools. 
Officers create relationships with students 
and work to keep them out of the juvenile 
justice system.

(Photos by Eric Pritchett)

“I walk the hallways throughout the day. 
I monitor the lunchroom during lunches. 

I have conversations with kids in the 
hallway. The good thing about being here 
all day is you really talk to the kids more. 

That’s what it’s about, communicating 
with the kids. These kids are our future.”

- Sgt. Todd Knowles
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Inspired by someone making a difference in your 
community? Tell their story and they could win 
a cash prize.

WHO POWERS 
YOU?

Visit whopowersyou.com 
between now and October 
9, 2020,  and submit a photo 
of your nominee. Then tell 
us why that person inspires 
you and how they make 
a difference in your co-op 
community. Winners will
be selected by a panel 
of judges and notified in 
November 2020.

WhoPowersYou.com/Enter

THIRD PLACE

$1,500
SECOND PLACE

$2,000  

HONORABLE MENTION 
$500

GRAND PRIZE

$5,000

VISIT WHOPOWERSYOU.COM FOR FULL CONTEST RULES
No purchase necessary. Void where probited. Sponsored by Touchstone Energy 

Cooperative, Inc., 
4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. ©2018.

PAULA & HUNTER BEATON 
Second Place Winners, 2018

Founders of Hunter’s Day 1 Bags

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG
 

/CPAPRESENTS

Scan this code to 
purchase gift certi�cates

which they work.
“We are a separate department complete-

ly from the Avon Police Department,” said 
Lyday who was previously a school resource 
officer in Decatur Township in southwest 
Indianapolis. “I’m the chief of police for this 
new department. Our school police officers 
are school resource officers. The school dis-
trict gets to hire personnel that they deem 
appropriate to work with kids every day and 
to carefully select those officers in the way 
the school deems most appropriate.”

Knowles is in his second year as the head 
of the school resource program at Plainfield 
Schools.

Before leading the resource officers, he 
was the drug abuse resistance education 
(DARE) officer for seven years at Plainfield 
Middle School.

“That’s what got me in the school,” 
Knowles said. “When I first started, I would 
come in and talk to six classes all day on 
Monday. As time progressed, it was Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.”

Currently, Knowles teaches six classes a 
week to sixth graders.

“This isn’t coming in for just a class a day,” 
he said. “You’re here all day, and they see 
you.”

The skills necessary to be a road officer 
are different than those needed to be a 
school resource officer.

“It is the best form of community polic-
ing in existence,” said Lyday who has been 
a school resource officer since 2013. “I love 
working with kids and seeing the tangible 
dividends later when we see them on the 
street or in life. The relationships we build 
make it a really meaningful job.”

Simply interacting with students creates 
connections between the officers and kids. 

“Over the years that we have had school 
resource officers in schools, it seems that 

when you have officers interacting with 
young people at a young age and hav-
ing that positive connection, it seems to 
reflect when they become adults,” said Joe 
Aldridge, deputy chief of support for the 
Plainfield Police Department. 

“Starting that relationship with the com-
munity at a young age is crucial,” Aldridge 
said. “Most of the students at the school will 
tell you who the officer is and that they can 
come to him or her anytime they want, not 
only to protect the school, but they’re there 
as role models in the school.”

Lyday’s main job is to mentor students 
and be a good consistent role model in their 
lives.

“We need to be good educators ourselves 
and educate ourselves on school safety,” he 
said. “The benefit of a school resource officer 
is that we have intrinsic knowledge of the 
juvenile justice system if a law enforcement 
issue may arise.”

The department’s goal is to keep as many 
kids as possible out of the criminal justice 
system,” Lyday said.

“Our students have taken our officers very 
warmly,” he said. “There was concern com-
ing back to this school year after quarantine 
that they would have a hard time accepting 
our officers, but because of our officers’ will-
ingness to build good, healthy relationships 
with our students, they feel safe and not 
threatened by the police.”

The officers are highly trained, well quali-
fied and want to work with students.

“They chose to be in this profession,” he 
said. “They aren’t assigned, and this isn’t 
something they settled for. Some of our offi-
cers have been in this profession for over 20 
years. They love kids and believe this to be 
meaningful. The quality of our police force 
have put us in a position to see kids through 
safely to graduation. We’re very proud of 
that.”
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

Hendricks County obituaries are printed  
free of charge up to 50 words. Funeral directors are encouraged  to send obituaries and  photos to lyla@icontimes.com.

COMMUNITY

BROWNSBURG

Amanda Nicole Cruz
Amanda Nicole Cruz, 35, passed away Sept. 13, 
2020. She was born June 19, 1985. Services will be 
held privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Betty Ellis
Betty Ellis, 98, passed away Sept. 15, 2020. She 
was born Feb. 10, 1922. Services were held Sept. 
19 at Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro. Me-
morial contributions may be made to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

Ramona Mullins
Ramona Mullins, 65, passed away Sept. 15, 2020. 
She was born Feb. 16, 1955. Services were held 
Sept. 19 at Calvary United Methodist Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Misty Eyes Animal 
Shelter, Avon.

Edward LaMarche
Edward LaMarche, 89, passed away Sept. 16, 
2020. He was born June 24, 1931. Services were 
held Sept. 23 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plain-
field.

Betty M. Truax
Betty M. Truax, 92, passed away Sept. 19, 2020. 
She was born May 21, 1928. Services were held 
Sept. 23 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.  

Jeanette June Ross
Jeanette June Ross, 86, passed away Aug. 23, 
2020. She was born June 20, 1934. Services were 
held Sept. 24 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Memorial contributions may be sent to Christ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Brownsburg.

Garry Ross
Garry Ross, 80, passed away Sept. 18, 2020. He 
was born Sept. 8, 1940. Services were held Sept. 
25 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Indiana Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame, New Castle.

Brittany Lewis
Brittany Lewis, 39, passed away July 30, 2020. She 
was born Jan. 28, 1981. Services were held Oct. 3 
at Calvary United Methodist Church, Brownsburg. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

DANVILLE

Robert Wayne Walls
Robert Wayne Walls, 93, passed away Sept. 15, 
2020. He was born April 22, 1927. Services will 
be held privately. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation of Indianapolis.

Thomas Smith
Thomas Smith, 76, passed away Sept. 17, 2020. He 
was born Oct. 15, 1943. Services were held Sept. 
21 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Lawrence M. Gillespie
Lawrence M. Gillespie, 79, passed away Sept. 23, 
2020. He was born Oct. 27, 1940. Services were 
held Sept. 29 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral 
Home, Danville.

AVON

Albert Swift
Albert Swift, 92, passed away Sept. 14, 2020. He 
was born Jan. 2, 1928. Services were held Sept. 
17 at Brownsburg Cemetery. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

Carlin M. Lockhart
Carlin M. Lockhart, 87, passed away Sept. 14, 
2020. He was born Dec. 28, 1932. Services were 
held Sept. 19 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. Me-
morial contributions may be made to Avon Com-
munity Church of God.

Gail E. Rollins
Gail E. Rollins, 84, passed away Sept. 21, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 24, 1935. Services were held Sept. 
25 at Sparta Cemetery, Kimmell. Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon, was entrusted with the arrange-
ments. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Indiana School for the Deaf.

Myrene J. Platts
Myrene J. Platts, 97, passed away Sept. 26, 2020. 
She was born Dec. 25, 1922. Services will be held 
at a later date. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Kathleen J. Miller
Kathleen J. Miller, 96, passed away Sept. 14, 2020. 
She was born April 2, 1924. Services were held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial con-
tributions may be given to Life’s Journey Hospice, 
Indianapolis.

Melvin H. Zoiss
Melvin H. Zoiss, 86, passed away Sept. 18, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 19, 1934. Services will be held at 
a later date. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Lung 
Association.

Sam F. Dudkowski
Sam F. Dudkowski, 78, passed away Sept. 20, 
2020. He was born April 16, 1942. Services will be 
held privately. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements. Me-
morial contributions may be made to the Great 
Lakes Shipwreck Museum, Paradise, Mich.

Kurt Beanblossom
Kurt Beanblossom, 51, passed away Sept. 20, 
2020. He was born on Dec. 28, 1968 in Indianapo-
lis to Margot Susan (Schafer) Huffman and the 
late Blaine Beanblossom. Kurt married Christine 
Marshall on May 15, 1993. He was a high voltage 
electrician for Indiana Municipal Power Agency 
and had previously worked for Gaylor Electric. 
Kurt was a member of the Plainfield Christian 
Church and former member of the Indiana 

National Guard. Survivors include his wife of 27 
years, Christine Beanblossom of Plainfield; sons, 
Grant, Dane and John Beanb-
lossom; mother, Sue Huffman; 
brothers, Kevin and Lee Bean-
blossom; sisters, Suzy and Cyn-
thia Beanblossom; stepbroth-
ers, Mark and Mike Querry. 
He was preceded in death by 
his father, father-in-law Will 
Marshall, brother Christopher, 
Norman and Edith Schafer, and 
Dorothy and Bud Byfield. Kurt enjoyed spending 
time on the water, whether it was in a boat on a 
lake or a shore by the ocean. If he wasn’t watch-
ing his boys play sports, he loved spending time 
watching college football or classic movies, and 
listening to hard rock music. Kurt was always will-
ing to share his frozen pizza, took delight in mak-
ing people laugh, and, while afraid to admit it, 
was a cat lover, especially for his buddy Lilo. Ser-
vices were at 11 a.m. Sept. 25, 2020 in Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, with burial that fol-
lowed in Maple Hill Cemetery. Visitation was from 
5 to 9 p.m. Sept. 24, 2020 in the funeral home. 
Online condolences may be made at bakerfuner-
alservice.com.

Mary Ann Busick
Mary Ann Busick, 76, passed away Sept. 22, 2020. 
He was born May 11, 1944. Services will be held 
at a later date. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be sent to the fu-
neral home to cover service costs.

PITTSBORO

George Thomas Andrews 
George Thomas Andrews, 76, passed away Aug. 
24, 2020. He was born July 15, 1944. Services will 
be held at a later date. Legacy Cremation and 
Funeral Services, Indianapolis, was entrusted with 
the arrangements. 

Linda Elliott Ash
Linda Elliot Ash, 53, passed away Sept. 24, 2020. 
Services were held Sept. 27 at Eric MD Bell Fu-
neral Home, Pittsboro. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Love for Linda, facebook.com/
loveforlindaash.

Harlan Truax
Harlan Truax, 93, passed away Sept. 25, 2020. He 
was born Nov. 22, 1926. Services will be held at 
a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Red 
Cross or Meals on Wheels.  

INDIANAPOLIS

Dale Allen Bolinger
Dale Allen Bolinger, 73, passed away Aug. 26, 
2020. He was born Oct. 17, 1946. Burial is planned 
in Marion National Cemetery. Eric MD Bell Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

COMING IN 
NOVEMBER!
We know Hendricks County residents love 

their pets. To celebrate our Pet Lovers, 
Hendricks County ICON is publishing its 

5th annual Pet Lovers issue. We have asked 
our readers to submit their best photo of 
their cat, dog or other pet. Our staff will 

choose the top three and all entries will be 
published in the 11/6 (Avon/Plainfield) 

and 11/13 (Brownsburg/Danville) issues.      
 

DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 16TH.

Please e-mail your image to 
“Pet Lovers”  

at Petlovers@icontimes.com  
by Oct. 16 or mail your photo to:  

5252 E Main St., Avon, IN 46123  
(we may not be able to return photos)

For more information, 
call (317) 451-4088

Presented by

1st
PLACE

2nd
PLACE

3rd
PLACE

P e t 
L o v e r s
I s s u e

Check out our 2019 winners!
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4 5 7

2 1 8 5 6
8 6 7 1
2 5 1 8

1 3 6 9
7 8 9 2 6

5 4 2

3 Conner Prairie Attractions
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 AFC South QBs 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Candidates for 
Governor

____________________
____________________

1 Iconic Supreme Court Justice
______________________

5 Pets
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Pieces of Furniture
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66

67 68

69 70

Across
1. Big Apple Bagels spread
8. Actresses Linney and 
Dern
14. “Amen to that!”
15. Claims, in Hendricks 
County Court
17. Dependent upon
18. Some salon workers
19. Not Rep. or Dem.
20. Ooh and ___
22. Senate staffers
23. Finished first in the 
Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference
26. Gain knowledge at 
Plainfield HS
28. Spa employees, 
generally speaking
31. 24-Down solo
35. Regions Bank write-off
36. Book’s last words, often
38. $, for short
39. Regret
40. Hex- halved
41. “Takin’ Care of Business” 
group, to fans
42. Like glee club music
44. Whiskey Bent Bar mixers
46. Of sound mind
47. Hard-plated creature
50. Sunshine Cleaners fold

52. Catchall 
abbr.
53. Give up 
amateur status
56. Roman 506
58. Santa ___ 
winds
61. Based on 
deduction 
rather than 
experience
63. Fireplace 
stand
67. Speculates
68. Interpret 
inaccurately
69. Sermon
70. Flamboyant

Down
1. iPhone voice
2. “Big Brother” 
host Julie
3. Retained
4. ___ tai
5. Indianapolis 
Indians’ 
pitcher’s stat
6. Author Rand
7. ___-tat-tat
8. Soap suds
9. Laila who packs a punch

10. Arm bone-related
11. Eye parts
12. Antiquated
13. Parched
16. Puncture sound

21. Brew Link Brewpub brew
23. Iraq war subject, initially
24. “Aida,” e.g.
25. Cosmic clouds
27. Mounted
28. Old Turkish title
29. Supplement
30. Numbered hwy.
32. Confederate soldier
33. IUPUI freshman course 
word
34. Big fusses
35. Colts foe, briefly
37. Bandleader’s cue
40. WRTV schedule abbr.
43. Do a second time, as a 
role
45. Hendricks Regional 
Health RN’s forte
48. Avon Farmers Market 
root veggie
49. “Teen Mom” airer
51. Unleashed
53. Crackers Comedy Club 
bit
54. ISO work
55. School type, like Brebeuf
57. Big name in pet foods
58. Greek war god
59. Ark builder
60. Car czar Mohr
62. DVR button
64. ___ in the bud
65. ISP option
66. 401(k) alternative

Answers on  
Page 28

2230 Sta� ord Rd, #101
Plain� eld, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauli� ower crust!(Crust made o�  site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 10/15/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. � e normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

� ank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Holiday
Craft Show

November 14, 2020
9AM-4PM

Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds & Conference Complex
1900 E. MAIN STREET - Danville, IN.

ADMISSION $3
COVID-19 RULES APPLY. PLEASE WEAR A MASK.

The Hendricks County ICON’s 2nd annual

presented by:
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FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE

Jill Hunter, Avon

Where do you like to dine? Big 
Apple Bagels

What do you like there? I pretty 
much love everything. However, 
my favorite is Southern Tradition 
Breakfast Sandwich with bacon, eggs, 
cheese on a honey oat bagel toasted. 
Since I have a coffee addiction, I love 
that each season brings new flavors. 
I personally love their peppermint 
coffee at Christmas time.

What do you like about this place? 

What draws me to 
Big Apple Bagels 
really isn’t the food 
nor the coffee, it’s 
the owners and all 
who work there. If 
you have ever watched the TV series 
“Cheers,” their theme song says it all 
about Big Apple Bagels: “Sometimes 
you wanna go, Where everybody 
knows your name, and they’re always 
glad you came.”

Big Apple Bagels 
8115 E. U.S. 36 Avon

by Faith Toole

AN OPTION

3 Agaves Mexican Restaurant  
7840 E. U.S. 36, Avon

We took advantage of mid-
September’s warm temperatures 
and dined out outside, stopping at 3 
Agaves Mexican Restaurant in Avon. 

I enjoyed the taco salad with pulled 
chicken topped with cheese sauce, 
lettuce, tomato, shredded cheese, 
guacamole in a delicious deep fried 
tortilla shell. The hubs enjoyed a 
chimichanga with seasoned ground 
beef topped with cheese sauce, 
served with lettuce, guacamole, sour 
cream, pico de gallo, with rice and 
beans. The signature cheese sauce 

and guacamole were delicious. 
We’ll continue to support our ALL 

in Hendricks County restaurants with 
carryout and delivery and hope you 
do as well. 

Caramel Apple Slushie
Ingredients:  12 oz. 

frozen Beasley’s apple 
cider, drizzle caramel La 
Sauce de Monin

Beasley’s Orchard 
2304 E. Main St., Danville

BEHIND THE BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

EVENTScalendar

October
2 Friday
First Friday Cruise-In
5-9 p.m. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St., Danville. 
Antique, vintage, classic and muscle cars on 
display. 

2, 3 Friday, Saturday
Shakespeare in the Park
7:30-9:30 p.m. Williams Park, 640 S. Locust 
Lane, Brownsburg. Brownsburg High School 
theater group presents “Much Ado About 
Nothing.” Outdoors near Shelter 4; bring 
chairs and blankets. Masks required when 
moving about in public areas. Food trucks 
on site. Donations welcome. 

3-26 Every Day
Scarecrow Display
Daily on the Courthouse Square, Danville. 
See how local residents and businesses cre-
ated scarecrow displays. 

3 Saturday
Movie on the Hill
8-10 p.m. Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E. U.S. 
36, Avon. “The Lion King” outdoor showing 
in the east parking lot, facing the hill and 
shelter. Masks needed when checking in 
and when socializing outside of the house-
hold. Tickets through Eventbrite. 

3 Saturday
Creepy Crawlies
4-5:30 p.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. Coun-
ty Road 150 N, Avon. Learn all about snakes, 
spiders, roaches and bats in the outdoor 
classroom. Tickets at washingtontwpparks.
org/creepy-crawlies.htm. 

3-11 Saturday-Sunday
Heartland Apple Festival
9 a.m.-6 p.m. daily. Beasley’s Orchard, 2304 
E. Main St., Danville. Hayrides to the pump-
kin patch, corn maze, barnyard family activ-
ity area. Live music, arts and crafts market-
place, face painting, balloon magic, puppet 
shows, wine tasting and food. $5.

3-4 Saturday, Sunday
Fall Family Camp Out
3 p.m.-11 a.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. 
CR 150 N, Avon. Fire pit, firewood, hike and 

individual s’mores packets included. $20/
tent. Register at wtp.recdesk.com/Commu-
nity/Program/Detail?programId=817.

4 Sunday
Off-Road Racing at TRAK 36
10 a.m. Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E. U.S. 36, 
Avon. Hoosier Radio Control Racers fun. Free 
to members; $10 for nonmembers. 

7 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m. Guilford Township Community Cen-
ter, 1500 S. Center St., Plainfield. Agenda at 
guilfordtownship.com. (317) 838-0564.

7 Wednesday
Tadpole Time: Spooky Species Morning
10 a.m.-12 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. Natural-
ist-led activities. Explore bluebirds, butter-
flies, spiders and snakes; take-home craft. 
Ages 2-7. $3/child. Pre-register at hcparks.
recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail.

7-10 Wednesday-Saturday
Kids’ Fall Consignment Sale
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Oct. 7-9; 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 10. 
Shop over 85,000 kid-related items. 

8 Thursday
Sertoma Golf Outing
12 p.m. Brownsburg Sertoma golf outing. 
4-player scramble. $100/player or $400/
team. Register at squareup.com/store/
brownsburgsertoma.

8 Thursday
Rock the Block
7 p.m. 7249 Arbuckle Commons, Browns-
burg. Live music, food trucks, beer and wine 
garden, yard games. Performer: Cole Wood-
ruff. 

9 Friday
Signs of Fall Hike
4-5 p.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. CR 150 
N, Avon. Guided tour by naturalist. $1. Reg-
ister at washingtontwpparks.org/signs-of-
fall-hike.

10 Saturday
Woofstock 5K
8-11 a.m. Washington Township Park, 435 
Whipple Lane, Avon. Fundraiser for Paw 
Park. Cost: $40. Register at runsignup.com/
Race/IN/Avon/Woofstock5k.
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SYCAMORE
PRINTING

~
Business Solutions

Ask us aboutdelivery!

• Business Cards 
• Letterhead 
• Envelopes 
• Brochures
• Newsletters 
• Large Format 
• Bindery

• Carbonless Forms 
• Invitations 
• Graphic Design
• Content Writing 
• Mailing Services 
• Promotional Items

Great service and quality printing, with added 

experiences for individuals with disabilities.

934 Sycamore Lane • Danville, Indiana 46122 
317-271-7700 / 317-745-5456 
www.sycamoreprinting.net 

sycamoreprinting@gmail.com 
Hours: M-F, 8:30am - 5pm
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Present company included, just 
in time for holiday shopping 

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

Vote early and 
avoid COVID-19 

infection concerns
The election is at hand. Voting be-

gins in just a few days.
With the addition of voting centers 

and early voting, plus the renewed in-
terest in ballots by mail, voting is strung 
out over 30 days, as opposed to the 
one-day affair it has historically been.

These days, you can vote in person 
or by mail as early as Oct. 6 at numer-
ous locations. Ballots are being sent 
to those who have applied for the 
absentee by mail voting. Indiana’s vot-
ing center laws adopted by Hendricks 
County mean you can go to any poll-
ing location in the county to cast your 
vote in person.

Hendricks County is blessed to 
have excellent elections run by ex-
tremely talented officials. Elections 
run smoothly year after year. This year, 
we have a pandemic to deal with on 
top of the presidential election. Turn-
out promises to be big, if history is 
any indication. 

The ICON urges voters to take ad-
vantage of the early voting options. 
There is a list of times and locations 
on the Hendricks County Election 
voter registration site at co.hendricks.
in.us. Under quick links is an Election 
Info category. 

There you will find absentee voting, in 
person and by mail information as well 
as candidate biographies. Voters can also 
use the link on election night for results 
or even get a peek at your ballot.

You can also meet the candidates 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 22 at Danville High 
School. There is a virtual  event specif-
ically for the three open seats on the 
Brownsburg School Board at 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 1 on BCSC.tv.

Local races are as important as the 
statewide and national contests. As a 
citizen of a representative democracy, 
the ICON urges you to be informed 
about the candidates and to vote 
your conscience early or on Nov. 3.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Hendricks County resident Denise 
Derrer was named to Purdue 

University’s 2020 Agricultural Science 
Education and Communications Distin-
guished Alumni. She is the public informa-
tion officer for the Indiana State Board of 
Animal Health.

Local school districts have seen an 
increase in spam accounts trying to 

take advantage of sports fans by attempting 
to capitalize on districts’ live streams. Fans 
should only follow links sent out by districts’ 
official social media accounts.

Three Brownsburg Fire Territory 
members, firefighter Pat Carmen, Lt. 

Keith Rinehart, and Capt. Luke Graphman 
traveled to Louisiana with Indiana USAR 
Task Force 1 to support Hurricane Sally 
rescue operations.

BHS DECA students design clothing 
to sell to support their business 

competitions. Students also run the store 
and website. Visit doghousethreads.com to 
view the apparel that includes car decals, 
masks, winter accessories and clothing. 

Advanced Correctional Health, the 
medical contractor for the Hendricks 

County Jail, recently recognized nurse Crissy 
Merrit with the Golden Stethoscope award 
and awarded Hendricks County Jail 
deputies Clark, Tanner, Laloux, Fowler and 
Emmitt with a Life Saving award. On July 10 
deputies located an unresponsive detainee 
who had no pulse and Merritt provided 
chest compressions and didn’t need the 
AED she called for because the detainee 
had regained a pulse. 

By Dick Wolfsie

Sitting on my back porch on a particu-
larly recent hot day, it was a breath of cold 
air when the mail arrived with six Christmas 
catalogs. It was just in 
the nick of time be-
cause I had planned to 
start my holiday shop-
ping any 90 days now.

My favorite publica-
tion in the pile was the 
Hammacher Schlem-
mer catalog. I haven’t 
made fun of their 
eccentric gift sugges-
tions in almost two 
years, so now is the 
perfect time to get 
back in the Christmas 
spirit.

Their publication 
always begins with a 
short introductory note by spokesperson 
Richard Warren. In this edition he begins by 
alluding to the global pandemic, which is 
just what we want to hear to get us into the 
holiday mood.

Warren notes that in their 172-year his-
tory, Hammacher Schlemmer has endured 
“numerous financial crises including in 
1857, 1893, 1907 and 1929,” a few refer-
ences we can all relate to as we look back 
and wonder how we could have gotten 
through those hard times without a good 
gift catalog.

“People want quality products that ad-
dress the issues we all face,” says Warren. 
Here are a few examples:

A Two-Story Inflatable Cat: This the larg-
est Halloween decoration in the world, we 
are told. It’s only $299.95 — but for those 
really interested in authenticity, how about 
offering a 10-square-foot litter box?

The Laser Hair Regrowth Therapy Cap: 
This gadget uses photobiomodulation 
with 82 medical-grade lasers. The device 
“encourages hair growth”? Sorry, but have 
you seen my hairline? It needs more than 
encouragement; it needs some tough love 
discipline. Oh, and for three grand you can 
upgrade this product with three times as 
many lasers, which you will need, says HS, 
“if you are already balding.” Perfect for guys 
who also want to buy the Brooklyn Bridge.

Memory Foam Slippers:  I’m not really 
sure what that phrase means, but at my 
age it can’t hurt to have a pair of shoes that 
remembers where I’ve been…and maybe 

where I am going.
Easy Read Scale: 

This is an analog bath-
room scale with giant 
numbers. HS claims 
anyone can see the 
numerals — well al-
most anyone, if you 
get what I mean.

Build Your Perfect 
Sport Stadium: This is 
a kit for kids that al-
lows them to design 
and construct their 
own miniature sta-
dium. It comes with 
walls, stands, lights 
and overhangs. It does 

not include any tiny fans to put in the seats. 
That would not be realistic.

The Best Bug Vacuum: This cordless de-
vice inhales insects. According to HS, “The 
institute analysts sucked up 24 crickets in 
15 seconds.” Wow, what fun! And I think 
we all know how often a situation like that 
comes up.

Cordless Ultrasonic Rodent Repeller: The 
sound it emits cannot be heard by humans, 
but it repels rats. Just curious: then where 
do the rats go? Back under your bed? HS 
says this unit can be mounted on a wall. 
What’s more welcoming for Thanksgiving 
guests than to see that you have a rat de-
terrent device hanging next to the dining 
room table?

And finally, the $29.95 Five Mile Flash-
light: I have nothing really funny to say 
about this item, but I’d really like one, and 
my friend at HS sometimes sends me an in-
expensive gift to thank me for mentioning 
Hammacher Schlemmer in my column. Hi, 
Ann Marie  :-)

 I haven’t made fun 
of their eccentric gift 

suggestions in almost 
two years, so now is 

the perfect time to get 
back in the Christmas 

spirit.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll share 
one with you …

In French Lick Springs, Ind., all black cats must wear bells around their necks on Friday the 13th. The rule was 
introduced Oct. 13, 1939, “as a war measure to alleviate mental strain on the populace.” 

STRANGE LAW

Editor’s note: The Hendricks County 
ICON will publish political letters to 
the editor up until the week of Oct. 
23. Letters must be received by Oct. 
14.

“Reading is the key 
that opens doors to 

many good things in 
life. Reading shaped 

my dreams, and more 
reading helped me 
make my dreams 

come true.” 
— Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

QUOTE
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Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 words. 
Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the right to 
reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The ICON also re-
tains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@icontimes.com. 
Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. Guest 
columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the aforementioned, but the allowable 
length is 240 words. Guest columns should address the whole of ICON’s readership, not 
simply special interest groups, and may not in any way contain a commercial message. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To the editor: 
I am proud to be a Hoosier. We are hard-

working and sensible. When I looked into the 
Rainwater for Governor campaign, I thought, 
“How much better off would we be with 
these policies vs the current administration?”

The 2020 election has proven that Hoo-
siers are noticing that the old party prom-
ises are not good for Indiana. Many Hoosiers 
have decided it is time for action. The recent 
poll from Indy Politics has Rainwater polling 
at 24% and shows that when Hoosiers have 
had enough, we will take action to preserve 
our freedoms in our great state!

I am voting for Rainwater/Henry because 

Indiana has been behind the times for too 
long. Hoosiers are suffering because our 
leaders can’t get it together. Rainwater will 
be a refreshing new phase for Indiana. The 
polices Indiana needs to thrive are being 
held back by irrelevant, archaic laws. They 
will lead with integrity, vision and ingenuity; 
doing what is right, not what special inter-
est tells them to.

I’m done letting other parties use us for 
their own purposes. I’m voting Rainwater/
Henry for Indiana to get Indiana back where 
it belongs — in the hands of hardworking 
Hoosiers.

Ashley Groff, Brownsburg

Consider non-incumbent parties 
when voting this November

VIEWS

JOIN US 
Get your Career with Securitas started today!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8TH 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Securitas  •  9101 Wesleyan Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46268
In the parking lot by the Pyramids.  See our tent!

Any time between 10:00am and 4:00pm for an immediate interview.

This Drive-Thru Hiring Event will provide a “no contact”  
opportunity for you to apply and interview for a career  

with the Nation’s Leader in Protective Services!

AVAILABLE POSITIONS 
INCLUDE FULL AND PART-TIME:

Entry Level Security Officers
Customer Service Security Guard

Logistics Security  •  Mobile Security
Access Control Security  •  Armed Security Officers

SEE YOU THERE!

DRIVE-THRU HIRING EVENT

RSVP OR ASK QUESTIONS:  TEXT 317-450-1371
EMAIL carrie.downing@securitasinc.com

NOW HIRING FOR HENDRICKS,  
JOHNSON & SOUTH MARION COUNTIES

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

BestBest
TenderloinTenderloin
in town!in town!

oasisdiner.com
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By Dr. Jennifer Medley

October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, and in the United 
States, 1 in 8 women will develop invasive 
breast cancer throughout her lifetime. The 
good news is that breast cancer is often 
very treatable if detected early. There are 
two easy and effective ways to catch breast 
cancer early: scheduling mammograms and 
performing at-home self-breast examina-
tions.  

Mammograms
A mammogram is an X-ray of the breast 

that is used to help find breast cancer. It can 
often find breast changes related to cancer 
years before physical symptoms develop. 

Having yearly mam-
mograms can help 
find breast cancer 
early, which reduces 
the risk of dying by 
more than 30%. When 
breast cancer is found 
at an early stage, 
treatment is often 
more successful. 

IU Health breast 
specialists follow the 
screening recom-
mendations for breast 
cancer from the American College of Radiol-
ogy and Society of Breast Imaging, which 
recommends annual screening for women 
of average risk beginning at age 40. The 
American Cancer Society and U.S. Preven-
tive Services Task Force agree that this ap-
proach saves the most lives. 

You may need to start yearly mammo-
grams sooner if you have a strong family 
history or other risk factors.   

Self-Breast Examinations:
No one knows your body as well as you 

do, so performing self-exams regularly will 
help you understand the normal look and 
feel of your breasts, and you’ll be more likely 
to notice a change or abnormality. Specifi-
cally, you should check for the following 
changes:

• New lump in the breast or underarm
• Thickening or swelling part of the 

breast
• Irritation or dimpling of breast skin
• Any change in the size or shape of the 

breast
• Pain in any area of the breast
Try to get into the habit of doing a self-

breast examination 
around the same time 
once a month to fa-
miliarize yourself with 
how your breasts nor-
mally look and feel. You 
can do an exam in the 
shower, in front of a 
mirror or lying down. 

By knowing your 
breasts and under-
standing potential 
signs of breast cancer, 
you’ll be able to more 

quickly report any changes to your doctor 
for further examination. And, the earlier you 
find an abnormality and seek help from a 
medical professional, the quicker you’ll be 
able to receive treatment if needed.

BREAST CANCER
Here’s what you need to know  

about mammograms & self-exams
NUTRITION

Dr. Jennifer Medley is a radiologist at IU 
Health West Hospital.

By knowing your breasts  
and understanding potential 

signs of breast cancer, 
you’ll be able to more 

quickly report any changes 
to your doctor for further 

examination. 

Answers to HOO-
SIER HODGE-
PODGE: Furni-
ture: BED, CHAIR, 
COUCH, DESK, 
DRESSER, TABLE; 
Pets: CAT, DOG, 
FISH, GERBIL, HAM-
STER; QBs: MIN-
SHEW, RIVERS, TAN-
NEHILL, WATSON; 
Attractions: FARM 
ANIMALS, HOT AIR BALLOON, INDIAN CAMP; Gover-
nor: HOLCOMB, MYERS; Justice: GINSBURG

Puzzles answers FROM PAGE 22

4 7 3 2 9 5 6 1 8
9 8 6 4 3 1 2 5 7
1 2 5 8 6 7 9 3 4
7 9 4 3 1 6 5 8 2
3 6 1 5 8 2 7 4 9
8 5 2 9 7 4 3 6 1
6 1 9 7 4 3 8 2 5
2 4 8 6 5 9 1 7 3
5 3 7 1 2 8 4 9 6

S C H M E A R L A U R A S
I H E A R Y A A L L E G E S

R E L I A N T T I N T E R S
I N D A A H A I D E S

W O N L E A R N
P A M P E R E R S A R I A

B A D D E B T T H E E N D
U S D R U E T R I B T O
C H O R A L B I T T E R S
S A N E A R M A D I L L O

P L E A T E T C
G O P R O D V I A N A
A P R I O R I A N D I R O N
G U E S S E S M I S R E A D

S P E E C H S P L A S H Y

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Auction Date:  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29TH – 6:30 P.M.

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Betty Jane Volpp

Power-of-Attorney: Katherine E. Huggler
Attorney: John Howard, Danville, IN

 Open House:
Tuesday, October 20th

4 to 6 pm
Tuesday, October 27th 

4 to 6 p.m.

32.66 TOTAL ACRES
WOODS • PASTURE • CREEK • BEAUTIFUL VIEWS

1450 SQ FT HOME • 4 BEDROOMS • 1 BATH
DETACHED GARAGE • SHOP/STUDIO BUILDING

CENTER TOWNSHIP • DANVILLE SCHOOLS
Offered in two parcels & in its entirety

Parcels consist of 7.16 acres & 25.5 acres

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson
AU01000629            AU19300138

AH20100007
1280 E. MAIN STREET ∙ DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317) 745-6404 ∙ FAX (317) 745-7810

32.66 Acres • Woods • Pasture • Farmhouse
1621 S County Road 250 W, Danville

ALL ONLINE 
ORDERS OF 

$20 OR MORE  
GET 25% OFF.

Enter code: HOME25
Claim discount by entering 

the code at checkout at 
papamurphys.com.

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

absolutely!absolutely!
CURBSIDE PICKUP?CURBSIDE PICKUP?

you betcha!you betcha!
DELIVERY?DELIVERY?

ORDER ONLINE TODAY!ORDER ONLINE TODAY! Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Plainfield • 317-839-4466
1810 E. Main St., Plainfield, 46168

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com
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Gardeners can save most 
fall mums for another season 

with these two methods
GARDENING By John Chapin

Chrysanthemums (aka 
“mums”) are undoubtedly the most popular 
fall flower, selling by the millions nation-
wide every year. Available in dozens of 
colors and forms, usually very inexpensive, 
and hardy…well, now…there’s the problem. 
Overwintering this colorful perennial can be 
tricky. While autumn months are a perfect 
time to plant most perennials, as well as 
shrubs and trees, potted mums need some 
special attention to survive till spring.

The problem is that potted mums, plant-
ed in the ground after they are finished 
blooming, or even when planted early in 
the fall, rarely have time to “root in” before 
the ground freezes.  During the normal 
freeze and thaw periods over the winter, 
due to the different density of the garden 
soil and the potting mix of the purchased 
mum, it’s not unusual for plants to “heave” 
right out of the ground. This exposes the 
roots, allowing the root ball to dry out and 
killing the dormant plant. 

Cold, wet winter soils are death to unroot-
ed mums, too. Many people, having such 
experiences in the past, simply discard the 
plants in November when the blooms fade. 

However, it is possible to save most 
mums for your landscape, where they will 
grow next spring and bloom for years to 
come. There are two procedures to try, and 
neither involves actually planting the mum 
in the ground this fall. 

The first is to soak the potted mum well 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

after blooms fade and the foliage browns, 
then simply store the mum (in its pot) in an 
unheated garage, enclosed porch or un-
heated sunroom, up against the house wall 
where it is less likely to freeze.    

Outdoors, if you have a brick or stone 
west or south-facing side of the house, 
“plant” the mum in its pot right up against 
the heat-retaining masonry and cover with 
a few inches of leaves, straw, or styrofoam 
rose cones for the winter. Doing either of 
these methods will, in most cases, ensure 
the plant’s survival.  

If you’re successful, in early spring you will 
see pale green shoots emerging, and you 
can then divide the shoots into four or more 
sections to plant in a sunny area. (Actually, 
even one little shoot will develop into a full-
size plant by fall.) 

Fertilize at planting with a time-release 
fertilizer (once a year does it), or plan to 
boost growth with your favorite fertilizer at 
planting time and again in June and mid-
July. Most of the mums sold today grow nat-
urally into compact plants, so any that are 
saved for your landscaping most likely will 
not need to be pinched. Happy gardening!

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211, Avon, IN 46123
www.hendrickscountycf.org | 317.268.6240

To learn how you can help, visit www.hendrickscountycf.org.

HCCF’s Phase 1 Response 
to COVID-19

Total Grants
$270,938

Number of Grantees
55

Number of Funds
Awarding Grants

20

Number of Donations
152

Number of Donors
120

Average 
Donation

$790

Hendricks County Senior Services
“Thanks to HCCF’s Rapid Response Grant, HCSS was able to purchase 
protective equipment for employees, expand food delivery, and host Virtual 
Senior Center programming. Support from HCCF is keeping seniors safe and 
at home!” - Helee Adkins and Marina Keers

Hendricks County 
Food Pantry Coalition

Assisted 13,500 
households

Family 
Promise

Prevented Homelessness 
for 255 families

Avon Education
Foundation

Supplied 1,000 students
with backpacks

To keep perennial mums, follow one of two methods for keeping them dormant throughout the colder 
months. (Photo provided by Sharon Warren) 
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God gives peace and 
change through grace and 

the cross, not works
DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

By Rick Adkins

Have you ever noticed 
Paul’s wording in Romans 5 where he begins 
the chapter with the subject of “peace with 
God?” He quickly goes on to remind us that 
peace is not afforded us because of our be-
havioral change that obligates God to offer 
peace, but rather Paul portrays mankind as 
“without strength, ungodly, sinners and en-
emies.”

The truth of the matter is, God never of-
fered any kind of reconciliation or salvation 
to mankind because we were becoming bet-
ter people or making every effort to improve. 
God offered his son on the cross “while we 
were yet sinners.” 

Paul tells us the death of God’s son is what 
reconciled us to him. Better for us to realize 
it was all of God and none of us that brought 
about this change in relationship from en-
emy to friend.

To the saints at Ephesus, Paul writes in 
Ephesians 2:3, there was a time when we all 
lived according to the ways of the world; or-
dering each step by lust and greed and what-
ever brought short-lived pleasure. 

Spiritual life only entered the picture when 
God demonstrated his great love and mercy 
toward us. With this grace so freely bestowed 
upon mankind, we are given the opportunity 
to sit in heavenly places through our relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

One of the most amazing truths of the 
Bible is the liberating gift of God’s grace, 
offered to whoever might accept it, not be-
cause of our merit but out of his abundant 
love and mercy.  

The next time you look into the mirror and 
admire what you’ve become as a Christian, 
don’t forget it was God who loved you while 
you were actively behaving like his enemy, 
not his BFF. It was all of him and none of me!

Rick Adkins is the lead pastor at New 
Winchester Christian Church in Danville 
and the spiritual care coordinator at Life’s 
Journey Hospice in Avon. Visit nwcchurch.
life to contact him through the church 
website.

Presented by 

Kiwanis Club of Avon

Avon
EducationFoundation

REGISTER ONLINE:
avoneducationfoundation.formstack.com/forms/stars_and_pars

OCTOBER 3 
 7p registration and 8p tee off at Prestwick Country Club

$500 OFF 
any purchase  

of $25.00 or more*
*One discount per purchase. Not valid with other discounts or offers, previous 

purchase, sale items, birdfood, petfood, gift certificated, gift cards, or Daily Savings 
ClubTM memberships. Valid through 10/31/20 at the WBU Avon Station location.

Like we have for the last 18 years, 
we’re ready to serve you once again

We can’t wait 
to see you  

once again!

Our business hours are: Monday–Saturday: 10am – 7pm  |  Sunday: noon–5pm 
Visit us online at avon.wbu.com for curbside service or call (317) 272-0780.   

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, we request that you wear a mask for 
in-store shopping.  Or, you can scan the QR code at the bottom of this ad using 
your smartphone and shop on-line. 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
Avon Station Shopping Center

317-272-0780

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS 
OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the school corporation known as Plainfield Community 
School Corporation (the “School Corporation”) that the Board of School Trustees (the “Board”) of the School 
Corporation will meet at 985 Longfellow Lane, Plainfield, IN 46168 at the hour of 7:00 p.m. (Local Time) 
on October 8, 2020 to consider the following additional appropriation of the bonds (the “Bonds”) which the 
Board has determined to issue. The Board considers such additional appropriation necessary to meet the 
need existing at this time:

An appropriation in the amount of $1,000,000 from the proceeds of the Bonds, and all investment 
earnings thereon, on account of the renovation of and improvements to school facilities, including 
equipment, buses, vehicles, technology and site improvements. (the “Project”) in the School Corporation, 
including the incidental expenses necessary to be incurred in connection with the Project and the issuance 
of Bonds on account thereof. The funds to meet such additional appropriation are to be provided by the 
issuance and sale of Bonds by the School Corporation.

The foregoing appropriation is in addition to all appropriations provided for in the existing budget and 
tax levy, and a need for such appropriation exists by reason of the inadequacy of the present buildings to 
provide necessary school facilities in the School Corporation.

Taxpayers of the School Corporation appearing at said meeting shall have the right to be heard in 
respect to the additional appropriation.

In light of the changing circumstances as they relate to COVID-19 and the Indiana Governor’s Executive 
Orders regarding social distancing, please check the School Corporation’s website prior to the scheduled 
hearing to receive up to date information about meeting logistics. 

Dated this 17th day of September 2020.
Jessica Elston
Secretary, Board of School Trustees
Plainfield Community School Corporation

Notice of Administration
In the Hendricks Superior Court, Probate 

Division.
In the Matter of the Estate of Caroline Sue 

Brackin deceased.
Cause Number;32D01-2002-EU-000033
Notice is hereby given that Matthew Yahl 

was on February 18, 2020 appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Caroline Sue

Brackin, deceased.
All persons who have claims against this 

estate, whether or not now due, must file the claim 
in the office of the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first publication 
of this notice or within nine (9) months after the 
Decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or said 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Danville, Indiana, this February 18, 
2020 .

Debbie Haskins
Clerk, Hendricks Superior Court,
Probate Division
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S A F E T Y  F I R S T
Karen Utley uses her education background to coordinate Washington Township Avon Fire Department’s fire safety efforts
By Cathy Myers

Avon native Karen Utley serves Hendricks County as 
the director of public education for Washington Township 
Avon Fire Department, where she has worked since 2013. 
She pairs her background in elementary education with 
her desire to keep kids safe and a passion for fitness. 

Utley works alongside the fire marshal to manage the 
Youth Firesetting Program that addresses  at-risk youths to 
control fire-setting or fire-play behaviors. She manages the 

fire department’s social media accounts and website and also 
works as the Project Lifesaver Hendricks County coordinator.

At the department she leads the Preschool Risk Watch 
program and has certifications as a Child Passenger Safety 
technician and American Heart Association CPR instructor 
and works as an ACE group fitness instructor. She also has 
group fitness instructor certifications in Insanity, Turbo-
Kick and PiYo. 

Prior to joining the department, she taught first grade 

for a decade at Pine Tree Elementary in Avon and gradu-
ated from the University of Indianapolis in 2003 with a 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education. For almost 
seven years, Utley has also led an online health and well-
ness business called Team Inspire the Fire.

With Fire Prevention Week running Oct. 4-10, the ICON 
honors fire department employees and named Utley as 
the October ICON of the Month for her efforts educating 
youth about fire safety. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? I like to 
think that I treat people the way that I would want to be 
treated.

What do you most deplore in others? I truly have a hard 
time with those that are not open to change and personal 
growth. There is a lot to be said about someone who is 
“stuck in their ways.”

What do you like most about living in Hendricks Coun-
ty? My favorite part of Hendricks County is the access 
to just about everything. I’ve grown up living in Avon, 
moved to the south side [of indianapolis] for college and 
back to Avon. I feel safe here, the schools are great and 
overall, I enjoy the quality of life that Hendricks County 
has to offer.

If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, 
where would it be? I have a house on the beach in Flori-
da on my vision board.

If you could begin life over, what would you change? If 
I could start life over, I think I would dig into personal de-
velopment books and podcasts at a much earlier age. The 
power of fueling your mind with positivity on a daily basis 
is truly life changing.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? I 
have a strong obsession with workout attire, tropical va-
cations, craft cocktails and chef-inspired meals. I know for 
a fact that I would have no problem spending my money 
on those material items. But, I also know that I’ve always 
wanted to have enough money to make an impact at an 
organization that is trying to live out a mission that I align 
with. I’d love to make a donation to a program that is 
making a difference.

What makes you happiest? Spending time with my fam-
ily, preferably on a beach with a cocktail and Jimmy Buffet 
in the background.

What is your favorite vacation spot? Anywhere tropical. 
My favorite style of vacation is cruising. I’ve been on nine 
already and have seen many islands that I would enjoy 
visiting again. There are many more that I can’t wait to ex-
plore. Traveling is definitely something that makes me tick.

What do you do with idle time? I rarely have idle time 
between working full time at the fire department and 
running a successful online health and wellness business. 
But when I do have time, I enjoy lounging on the couch in 
my sweatpants. My two cats are typically cuddled up with 
me while we watch a love story drama on Netflix.

What is it that makes you angry? I try not to get angry, 
but when I do, it’s more than likely because someone has 
a close-minded mindset or is lazy and refuses to put in 
the work.

What do you do to escape from reality? I like to work-
out and move my body every day. Sometimes it’s intense 
cardio, sometimes it’s heavy lifting and other times is 
stretching and yoga. Those 30-40 minutes each day help 
me destress, sweat out my emotions and get my mind in 
a place to tackle any obstacle that is thrown my way. I’ve 
just recently started meditating at night. I’ve enjoyed it 
so far.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My hus-
band, Tony. He and I met in 2016. From the very first date, 
we knew it was something special. I think we had to tell 
the waitress to come back about seven times before we 
ordered. We hadn’t even opened the menus yet. I can’t 
imagine doing life with any other person.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most 
admire? The Hendricks County resident that I admire 
the most is my former volleyball coach, Kelly Gamble. As 
a successful woman, I admire other successful women. 
Throughout my playing career, she expected nothing less 
than my best at ALL times. Our seasons were filled with 
intensity, reaching new potentials and playing with a win-
ner’s mentality. She encouraged team building and lead-
ership on and off the court. I’ve taken many of the lessons 
learned by playing for Kelly into my adult life. Strong fe-
males need other strong females to look up to and aspire 
to be like. Thank you Kelly, for being one of those women 
in my life. You taught me much more than how to be a 
successful volleyball player.

What is the quality you most like in a man? Supporting 
their significant other in their own hopes and dreams and 
willingness to help them achieve ultimate happiness.

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Having a 
tenacious work ethic and drive to succeed.

What is your greatest extravagance? I haven’t gotten 
it yet, but I’m working to spend more money than others 
might want to spend to create our own “backyard oasis.” 
We want a pool, fire pit, hot tub, tiki bar and pergola. I’ve 
been working extra hard to save up to create that. It’s 
close to happening. Although, it may seem like an extrav-
agance, I know I’ve worked hard for every penny.

What are your fears, phobias? Bugs! AHHH…anything 
that flies, crawls, slithers, creeps, etc. It’s bad! Literally.

What has been the happiest time of your life? Right 
now! I have truly found my calling in life. I have the people 
in my circle that push me and support my goals, and the 
future looks bright.

Which talent would you most like to possess? I’ve al-
ways said if I could come back in a different life I’d come 
back as a singer/performer. I’d love to rock out a stage.

What do you most value in your friends? Loyalty.

Which historical figure do you most identify with? I 
have always thought of Michael Jordan as someone that 
not only was great at the game of basketball, but also in 
the game of life.

What is your greatest regret? Not spending enough time 
with my grandma before Alzheimer’s/dementia took over.

What tenet do you live by? Change your thoughts, you 
change your world.

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY
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& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE
70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509

www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

Get Ready for Fall with our 
large selection of Fire Pits 30% Off

30% Off Special Orders!
Choose Indoor and Outdoor Comfort That fits Your Lifestyle!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.




