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Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088  
or email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. Remember, our 
news deadlines are several days 
prior to print. 
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Residents ask for North West Hendricks  
school board to resign

Community members continued to 
push for the resignation of the North West 
Hendricks School Board over its handling 
of a Tri-West High School teacher and 
coach recently arrested and charged with 
two counts of child seduction and a count 
of obstruction of justice. 

On Feb. 11 at the first school board 
meeting since charges were filed and Tyler 
Bruce, 31, was arrested, members of the 
community expressed anger and outrage 
that he was not fired last year or at the 
February meeting. 

School attorney, Terry Kessinger, 
read Indiana code explaining why the 

board could not fire Bruce. “It can take 
approximately 45 days before the board 
makes a final decision,” he read from a 
prepared statement.

One community member supported 
this decision.

The board said due process kept them 
from firing Bruce last summer when the 
Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department 
announced its investigation. Instead, the 
board suspended him with pay.

The next scheduled meeting of the 
board is 6:30 p.m. March 10.

myhcicon.com/residents-ask- 
for-board-to-resign

In Plainfield police arrest Virginia mother accused 
of abducting her four children; kids safe

A Virginia woman who has been on 
the run for several 
months with her four 
children was arrested 
at a gas station in 
Plainfield around 2:30 
a.m. Feb. 12, according 
to Hendricks County 
Sheriff’s Office captain 
Amanda Goings.

Melody Bannister, 
34, from Henrico, Va., has been the center 

of a nationwide search by U.S Marshals for 
several months.

She was taken into custody in the 
6000 block of Cambridge Way on an 
outstanding warrant from Stafford County, 
Va., according to police. The four children 
were in the vehicle and unharmed. They 
were taken into the custody of the Indiana 
Department of Child Services.

myhcicon.com/virginia-mother-
accused-of-abducting-her-four-

children-arrested-in-plainfield-kids-safe

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.

Professional Office 
Space Available

Located at  
7378 Business 

Center Drive, Avon

1,000 Square Ft

Contact Wade @ 
317-614-5402

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  

you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981  Hendricks County 

Sheriff’s Department 
deputies were 
present at the 
February meeting 
of the North West 
Hendricks School 
Board Feb. 11. 
(Photo by Gus 
Pearcy). 
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*2019 G70 2.0T AWD. STOCK #GN1007. MSRP: $43,520.
36 MONTH LEASE, 10,000 MILES PER YEAR. $14,900 ONE
PAY LEASE. PAYMENT DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE,
DESTINATION ($995), ACQUISITION FEE ($750), $199

DOCUMENT PREPARATION FEE, AND ANY ADDED
DEALER  ACCESSORIES. TO WELL QUALIFIED LESSEES
THRU GENESIS MOTORS FINANCE. ENDS 2/29/20.

GENESISOFNOBLESVILLE.COMGENESISOFNOBLESVILLE.COM

MOTORTREND
2019 CAR OF THE YEAR

RATED NUMBER ONE
LUXURY BRAND BY 

CONSUMER REPORTS

THREE YEARS
PAID MAINTENANCE

FREE VALET SERVICE
PICKUP AND DELIVERY

TEN MINUTES NORTH OF
I-465 ON HIGHWAY 37

CALL TERRY LEE DIRECT

317-674-7401

MOTORTREND
2019 CAR OF THE YEAR

RATED NUMBER ONE
LUXURY BRAND BY 

CONSUMER REPORTS

THREE YEARS
PAID MAINTENANCE

FREE VALET SERVICE
PICKUP AND DELIVERY

TEN MINUTES NORTH OF
I-465 ON HIGHWAY 37

CALL TERRY LEE DIRECT

317-674-7401

SINGLE PAY LEASESINGLE PAY LEASE

2019 GENESIS G702019 GENESIS G70

$14,900*
ONLY

ORDER YOUR NEW
2021 GV80 NOW!

Danville Town Council considers pay 
raises, names merit board members

WHAT HAPPENED: Town council president Tom Pado named two 
appointments to the police merit board and the council named one. 
By design the council president appoints two members of this five-
member board and the council at-large appoints one. These are four-
year appointments.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved $53,717 to purchase a new leaf 
vacuum machine.

WHAT HAPPENED: The town council approved an interlocal agreement 
with Danville Community School Corporation for school resource officers.

WHAT HAPPENED: The town heard two ordinances to increase the pay 
of the assistant police chief and wastewater superintendent.

WHAT HAPPENED: Clerk-treasurer Jenny Pearcy asked the council to 
consider purchasing iPads for council members.

WHAT IT MEANS: Before naming the 
appointments, Pado said it was diffi-
cult to find Democrats in Danville and 
that those claiming to be Democrats 
had voted Republican in the last three 
primary elections. He went to Hen-
dricks County Democratic Party chair 
Charlotte Martin and had her certify 
Sue Rampart and Tracy Jones. Then he 

nominated Jones and William “Pete” 
Lynch as the Republican. Jones has 
already resigned from his position on 
the park board, town manager Mark 
Morgan said. Now the town must re-
place Jones on the park board. 

The council also appointed Jim Ste-
phens to the police merit board.

WHAT IT MEANS: Public Works superintendent Ray Whitaker told the council 
that the current machinery was a “rust bucket.” A new machine was identified at a 
cost of $61,717. Whitaker told the board he plans to sell the current equipment to 
reduce the price of the new equipment. The department got $8,000 for the two 
machines traded in. Whitaker also said the vacuum machine is also used to suck 
out clogged drains and culverts. Whitaker told the board that some of the money 
was held back from last year’s budget for this upcoming purchase.

WHAT IT MEANS: Danville Police have had an interlocal agreement with the 
schools for the police officers who work for DPD. The school system helps to pay 
the officers and provides a portion of their benefits. The agreement includes a 
new element that gives the school an out clause with 60 days notice to the town. 
Discussion revealed the school is looking to begin their own police department 
later this summer when grant money comes through. Council member David 
Winters said that the town would save some money if the school created its own 
police department.

WHAT IT MEANS: The assistant fire chief made $3,900 more per year than the as-
sistant police chief. The last council agreed that the salaries should be equal, but 
since three new members were coming onto the council in January, the former 
council did not act on the ordinance. All budget numbers reflect the raises. It will 
be considered again at the next council meeting.

WHAT IT MEANS: Pearcy said the town could save money on the purchase of 
paper if the council packets were electronic rather than copied for everyone. The 
town is looking into the cost of the pads and the software needed. Town staff are 
working on a proposal to be brought up at a future council meeting.

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Danville Town Council met 
Feb. 5 for a regular council meet-
ing at Danville Town Hall. All council 
members were present. The council 

meets at 7 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays each month at Danville 
Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. Meetings 
are archived on the town’s YouTube 
channel. 
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Director Denise Robinson leads 
Brownsburg Public Library renovation
By Stephanie Dolan

Since she was a teenager, Denise Robin-
son found herself lost in the book stacks at the 
Brownsburg Public Library. 

“I started out as a page in high school shelving 
books,” she said. “They never got rid of me. I love it 
here. It’s a beautiful thing. We have two other staff 
members who were hired a year before me, and 
they’re still here as well.”

The current library director has served on the 
library staff in one capacity or another since 1986.

Robinson, 50, who lives in Pittsboro with her 
husband David and their three children, loves the 
people she works with as well as the patrons she 
serves daily.

“I love the variety of work,” she said. “It’s not 
high pressure, but it’s satisfying. The work that we 
do, it’s fulfilling. We have a great working environ-
ment, which makes it fun to come to work.”

Robinson’s director position focuses on stra-
tegic planning, ordering and personnel, but she 
does a little bit of everything each day.

“It’s often quiet. There is a peaceful energy to 
the library,” she said. “We do have our busy mo-
ments, so it develops a rhythm. We tend to have 
programming each week, if not daily, so there’s 
nearly constant movement and seeing different 
people.”

Those who apply to work at the library with her 
almost always highlight a love of reading.

“The people who work here do love reading, 
but they also love working with people, and that’s 
the beauty of the library,” Robinson said.

Assistant library director Amie Scott describes 
herself as the yin to Robinson’s yang. 

“Working with Denise is the best thing ever,” 
Scott said. “She is extremely organized and really 
super smart financially. I’m more the creative-
artsy-side-of-things. We work really well together. 
It’s one of those situations where you’re not just 

working for a boss but for a friend.”
Over the last two years, the library has under-

gone a remodel and is in the midst of celebrating 
the finishing touches throughout the building. 
On Feb. 22 the facility is hosting a Welcome Back 
Celebration for Grown Ups in honor of the proj-
ect’s completion.

“Our community inspired the remodel,” Scott 
said. “We collected a lot of data before we made 
the move to renovate. We did our research, and 
this renovation was for the community and the 
need we observed.”

Research included observing how patrons used 
the space, which lead to the realization that the li-
brary was “woefully low” on study rooms and that 
even though a teen section existed patrons were 
clueless about its existence, Scott said. 

Without adding on to the 50,000-square foot 
building, the renovation transformed the space, 
opening up existing and adding window areas, 
creatively placing tables, study desks and moving 
the stacks of books throughout the building, giv-
ing it a modern feel from the children’s depart-
ment to the large print books. 

“It’s gorgeous,” library board president Patti 
Hammerle said. “We love it. I can’t believe we 
didn’t make the footprint bigger because it’s just 
so big and open and modern. It looks like the pa-
trons are really enjoying it so we’re all very happy.”

As a whole, the library board is thrilled with 
how Robinson managed the remodel, Hammerle 

said. “She really just jumped in and took off, and 
we’re absolutely thrilled with what she did lead-
ership-wise.”

For Robinson, this party is the culmination of 
the past two years of work. It will be a time when 
people can enjoy the building and celebrate the 
architectural accomplishment. From taking snap-
shots at the photo booth to listening to live music 
from Big Daddy Caddy, and even jumping in the 
bounce house, Robinson will be mingling and 
making sure things run smoothly throughout the 
course of the evening.

“This is an adult-only event, so how often do 
adults get to play in a bounce house?” Robinson 
said. “Attendees can play with that and some life-
size games and scavenger hunts. There will also 
be dancing.”

While Robinson knows she’ll enjoy the evening, 
she says her primary focus during the event will 
be acting as hostess to make sure people are hav-
ing fun and answering their questions.

Scott agrees that she wants to take her turn 
shoes off in the bounce house, but she’s looking 
at the bigger picture. 

“We are really excited to be able to feature the 
building, and we’re really hoping that people will 
explore and get a feel for the new space,” she said.

The library held an event Feb. 11 that was free 
and open to the public that included a ribbon 

Continued on Page 5

The Brownsburg Public Library overhauled its 50,000-square foot space. Without adding to the building, the modern 
renovation provides six more study rooms, a teen space, updated children’s space and places to sit and study or read 
throughout the building. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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cutting and tours of the new space 
throughout the day.

“This one coming up is more for 
adults to just let your hair loose 
and celebrate the fact that it’s 
done,” she said. “We stayed open 
the entire time. We continued 
to offer all of our services except 
for our meeting rooms. I’m really 
pleased with the results.”

Big changes include growing 
study rooms from three to nine 
spaces, turning some staff space 
into a teen and tween space and 
the children’s area appears lighter 
and brighter. 

“The flow of the library just 
works better,” Robinson said. “The 
look is updated and fresh.”

COMMUNITY

Continued from Page 4

GETTING TO KNOW DENISE ROBINSON
What is your favorite book? 

I like fiction. I kind of bounce 
around. I love to read, but 
I don’t get a lot of time to 
read.

Do you have a vacation 
planned? 

Yes, spring break with my 
daughter. 

What’s your favorite movie? 
“Ever After” and “The 
Princess Bride”

Who or what inspires you? 
My family and just the work 
that I do, seeing people 
appreciate what we do.

What do you do to relax? 
Read and watch movies, 
hang out with family.

FREEFREE
FURNACEFURNACE

TE
XT FREEE02 TO 41411 FOR A

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE
317-284-9145  |  petermanhvac.com

TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad

Are you considering replacing your  
air conditioning system this spring? Good news!  

At Peterman Heating, Cooling, and Plumbing “Free”-
bruary is one of our slower months &  

we need to keep our great installation crews busy.  
So to spark business during the slower month,  

we are offering a Bryant® 80% gas furnace  
absolutely FREE with the purchase of a Bryant®  

high efficiency cooling system.
VALID ON QUALIFYING SYSTEMS ONLY. 80% GAS FURNACE FREE WITH THE PURCHASE OF A BRYANT® HIGH EFFICIENCY COOLING SYSTEM. 

FREE ESTIMATES AVAILABLE. HOMEOWNER MUST BE PRESENT FOR THE ESTIMATE. FINANCING AVAILABLE. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUS 
PURCHASE. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS. RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS ONLY. VALID M – F DURING 

REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. MUST BE IN SERVICE AREA. SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL DETAILS. 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. EXPIRATION DATE 03/15/20.

GET A GET A FREE FURNACE!!!FREE FURNACE!!!

FEBRUARY IS FEBRUARY IS 
““FREEFREE””- BRUARY - BRUARY 

HERE AT HERE AT 

EXTENDED  EXTENDED  
15 YEAR PARTS  &  15 YEAR PARTS  &  

LABOR WARRANTY.LABOR WARRANTY.
72 MONTHS  72 MONTHS  

SPECIAL  SPECIAL  
FINANCING.FINANCING.

After celebrating a century of serving 
the community in 2018, Brownsburg 
Public Library director Denise Robinson 
supervised a transformative renovation 
at the library that means modern 
amenities, open floor plans and 
continued resources for the public. 

From toddlers to tweens and teens to adults, every library patron in Brownsburg 
benefits from updates throughout the building. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Welcome Back Celebration  
for Grown-Ups!

When: 7-10 p.m. Feb. 22
Where: Brownsburg Public Library, 450 S. 

Jefferson St., Brownsburg
Cost: $25. Tickets are online or at the library.

Website:  
bburglibrary.librarymarket.com/events/
welcome-back-celebration-grown-ups

Phone: (317) 852-3167
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  When Michelle’s husband, Van, had a life-threatening 
  brain infection, the fear and uncertainty about his health 
  was overwhelming. But that changed when they turned to 
  Hendricks Regional Health.
 
“The kindness, the expertise, the support — these people 
  came together for my family in an extraordinary way. I can’t 
  put into words the gratitude I feel for Hendricks. We are so 
  thankful we landed here.” 
 
  Expert care when you need  it most. Learn more about  our 
  world-class services at ThisIsHendricks.org.

“This hospital saved my 
  husband's life.”

HISTORY finds

By Deanna Hindsley, Hendricks County Museum 
board member

Hendricks County Museum, former home to 
Hendricks County Sheriffs’ 
families from 1866 to 1974, is 
mostly furnished as it would 
have been in the late 1800s. 
These sewing items sit on 
the working surface of a 
manual treadle sewing ma-
chine displayed in a sewing 
nook in the bedroom. Here, 
the mother used it often to 
keep clothing items in good 
repair.

These sewing tools, a 
heart-shaped, crocheted pin 
cushion in the foreground 
and thread spools and thim-
bles on the tiny shelf tower, 
flank the black handled device in between. Many 

museum visitors understandably mistake this for 
a maraca. 

Why would a rhythm instrument be displayed 
with sewing paraphernalia? Good question.

This is actually a darning 
egg. At that time, socks were 
either handknit or expensive 
if store bought, so keeping 
them in good repair was im-
portant. 

Sock darning (mending a 
hole) was easier if this device 
was inserted into the toe or 
heel of the sock. The needle 
and thread would begin at 
one side of the hole, car-
ried across to the other side 
to anchor, back and forth, 
side by side and then criss-
crossed, weaving it to make 

a cloth-like repair. Clever, isn’t it? 

Darning egg helped repair wool socks

The Hendricks County Museum collects, preserves and interprets items related to Hendricks County history. The Hen-
dricks County ICON will feature these items to help educate readers on the county’s history and give a glimpse inside the 
Danville museum’s walls. Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. They offer tours 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays from March through December and host special events. For more information visit 
hendrickscountymusuem.org.

Hendricks Symphony to 
perform Mystical Music

The Hendricks Symphony Orchestra and Chorus 
will perform at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 28 and 3 p.m. March 1 
at Avon Middle School North, 1251 Dan Jones Road, 
Avon. Director Benjamin G. Del Vecchio will con-
duct a moving production of Mystical Music, a com-
pilation of works by composers including Strauss, 
Wagner, Verdi, Dvorak and Rimsky-Korsakov.

Local soprano Meagan Searles Todd is the fea-
tured soloist. Advanced tickets are online at Hen-
dricksSymphony.org or at the Danville, Brownsburg 
and Clayton Township public libraries, at Hendricks 
County Bank & Trust, Hendricks County branches 
of the State Bank of Lizton and Hendricks County 
branches of North Salem State Bank. Cost: $15 for 
adults, $12 for seniors 65+ and $5 for students. 
Prices at the door are $18 adults, $15 seniors and 
students $7 with ID.
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804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 3/06/19.

Ce
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ing

 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

Brownsburg Town Council pushes water rate decision to May

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to continue an ordinance on water 
utility rates until the May 28 meeting.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance amending the 
town code on flood hazard areas.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard recommendations from 
the property maintenance committee. The council approved the 
committee’s request to ask the development department to narrow 
down the difficulties the town has in protecting the health and safety of 
the town because of a lack of code.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution for real property 
tax abatement for the property at 469 Northpoint Court for Dixon 
Properties.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a personal property tax 
abatement for 10 years for the property at 8930 Motorsport Way for 
Badger Daylighting Corporation.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution for a real property 
tax abatement for property at 8930 Motorsport Way for the Badger 
Daylighting Corporation.

WHAT IT MEANS: Brownsburg has 
been working on a plan to purchase 
technology upgrades and build a new 
water tower to accommodate future 
growth. Council member Brian Jessen 
said in his motion that the council had 
received some information immedi-
ately prior to the meeting that meant 
they could not vote on the ordinance 
with all the information. The ordinance 
was originally presented last October. 
The motion for continuance sparked 
a great debate about cost accounting 
and what town expenses are being 
paid from the general revenue and the 
enterprise fund. General revenue is the 
money collected from property taxes. 
The enterprise fund mostly consists of 

funds raised from utility bills.
Council member Jeff Gracey, who 

took office in January, has been work-
ing to change the cost accounting 
principles to limit the expenses attrib-
uted to the enterprise fund to strictly 
utility projects and upgrades. He was 
against the continuance, saying the 
ordinance had no bearing on the cur-
rent water rates and if a new method 
of cost accounting was implemented 
then the budgets and the rate in-
crease would change significantly.

Following the 3-1 vote on the con-
tinuance, Jessen tasked the clerk-trea-
surer and the town manager to make 
monthly updates for this study of the 
water rate study.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is updated language in the town code to a request 
made by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.

WHAT IT MEANS: The council has 
been working on language in the 
town code to increase minimum 
housing standards since last summer. 
The town has had issues with land-
lords that could not be enforced be-
cause of weak minimum standards.

The proposed language and code 
received public criticism and con-
cerned council members about 

government overreach. Last Septem-
ber, the ordinance to amend the code 
was tabled to April 2020 to gather a 
study committee to look at modifica-
tions to the language. Council presi-
dent Travis Tschaenn asked planning 
director Todd Barker to give the com-
mittee more direction for the correct 
language to enforce health and safety 
standards.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is a 10-year abatement on a currently empty lot. Dixon 
Properties is planning a $2 million investment on the property. The assessed 
value will eventually be $2.26 million. Owner Larry Dixon moved to Brownsburg 
20 years ago. He said he has held the land since before 2008 and the abatement 
will help pay for construction costs. The first year is a 100% abatement, and it 
decreases 10% a year until the last year when it’s 5%.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is an abatement on the equipment to be purchased by 
Badger Daylighting, which Cook said will exceed $8 million, but the abatement 
will only apply to $1.5 million. Cook said most of the investment will be on 
trucks that don’t qualify for an abatement.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is another 10-
year abatement with a similar struc-
ture. The investment for this project 
will exceed $9 million. By the second 
year, Badger commits to hiring 54 
more employees with an hourly wage 

in excess of $32. Badger is develop-
ing a United States headquarters and 
training center. Debbie Cook, Browns-
burg’s new economic development 
director, said the state is also offering 
incentives for this nationwide search.

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met Feb. 13 for a regular council meeting at 
Brownsburg Town Hall. Four council members were present; Dennis Dawes 
was absent. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Thursdays each 
month at Brownsburg Town Hall, 61 N. Green St. Meetings are streamed live and 
archived at brownsburg.org.
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S E R V I C E S , inc

Furnace not  
working properly?  

Call us for a tuneup today. 
We can’t wait to hear  

from you, we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com to see what 
over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

Danville Rotary honors teachers and school staff members

By Faith Toole

Danville Rotary members visited all four 
Danville schools to provide Apples for 
Teachers Feb. 13. Rotarians gave the teach-
ers and staff an apple, a thank you card and 
a chocolate kiss since the recognition was 
close to Valentine’s Day.

“This is just a small token of our ap-
preciation to a group of individuals who 

have dedicated their lives to teaching and 
molding our children,” said Jenny Pearcy 
Danville Rotary president. “This is just one 
of the multiple projects that the Danville 
Rotary club performs in our community.” 

Danville Rotary meets Thursdays at 
North Salem State Bank, 1500 E. Main St., 
Danville. For more information visit  
danvillerotaryclub.com.Jenny Pearch addressed the Rotarians before apple distribution to all four Danville 

schools Feb. 13. (Photos by Faith Toole) 

Steve Smith, Angel Wells, Sanja Dashiell, Danville High School teacher; Tracey Shafer, Danville 
superintendent and Tim Wright posed for a photo during Apples for Teachers.

Barbarann Wheeler instructs the 
Cotillion students in their first 
dance lesson for the program. 
The goal of the program is to 
prepare teenagers social skills and 
etiquette.  (Photos by Eric Pritchett)
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Love for acrobatics, dance leads to teaching the next generation

By Peg McRoy Glover

Charlotte Drykos and her hus-
band Tony own and operate the Dy-
namic Dance & Tumbling studio in 
Brownsburg. They met and married 
in Las Vegas when she was a dancer 
and acrobat for headline entertain-
ers and he worked for the hotel 
industry.  

Drykos started dance lessons 
when she was 4, won the A.J. 
Thatcher Award for acrobatics (an 
Indianapolis competition) when she 
was 9 and went professional when 
she was 18. 

She studied tap, jazz and ballet, 
but acrobatics was her love.

Shortly after she graduated from 
Perry Meridian High School on In-
dianapolis’ southside in 1981, the 
professional Mercer Brothers’ old 
vaudeville traveling show Giggles 
Galore was performing at Beef & 
Boards Dinner Theatre on the north-
west side of Indy when a dancer quit 
the show. 

Drykos auditioned and landed the 
part and travelled throughout the 
country tap dancing, doing skits and 
singing. She was mentored by some 
of the last of the old vaudeville per-
formers like Bud and Jim Mercer and 
Buddy Graf.

“We were the old vaudeville, 
baggy pants, tap dance comics,” she 
said. “They were a great group of 
people and mentors.” 

After encouragement from the 
husband and wife team the New 
Dunhills, a dancing troupe from 
Vegas, in 1984 Drykos moved to Las 
Vegas. 

“They kept telling me that I need-
ed to move to Vegas,” Drykos said. “I 
didn’t want to wear skimpy showgirl 
costumes. I wanted to remain in a 
family-friendly production.”

The couple said to go into 

acrobatics, and Drykos found her 
niche. 

Her first job was at the Landmark 
Hotel with Melinda the First Lady 
of Magic where she performed for 
three years until Siegfried & Roy an-
nounced the 1990 opening a show 
at The Mirage Resort and Casino 
that featured white Siberian tigers. 

“It was a crazy audition because 
the choreography was complicated 
and to an odd piece of syncopated 
rhythm music,” she said. 

She was originally cast as a dancer 
with the popular Siegfried & Roy 
show but eventually performed 
as an acrobat as part of the show’s 
original cast from 1990-1995.  

“It was a show that was very pop-
ular because they were doing some 
amazing acrobatics and mechanical 
stuff,” Tony said. “It had an undertone 
of Cirque du Soleil before Cirque be-
came popular in the United States.”

While in Vegas living a dream of 
performing, the couple met, married 
and started a family. Charlotte met 
celebrities including Michael Jack-
son, Arnold and Maria Schwarzeneg-
ger, President George H.W. Bush. 

But as their family grew she want-
ed to return to the Indianapolis area 
with her family. The couple bought 

a home in Avon where they raised 
their kids. For 14 years she taught 
and was the director for the dance 
and tumbling program for Speed-
way United Methodist Childcare and 
Jewel Academy Preschool.

In 2013, she combined her love 
for teaching kids, dance and acro-
batics when she opened Dynamic 
Dance & Tumbling in Brownsburg. 

Dynamic Dance & Tumbling
554 Pit Road, Brownsburg

(317) 350-2356
dynamicdance@indy.rr.com

2020 recitals: 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. April 26 at Danville High School 
auditorium, 100 Warrior Way, Danville.

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

FREE
Handcrafted Soda
w/ any purchase

Expires 3/13/20

Best
Tenderloin
in town!

oasisdiner.com

Ballerinas prepare for their dance recital with Charlotte Drykos leading the Dynamic Dance 
& Tumbling class at her Brownsburg studio. (Photo by Gretchen Becker)

Charlotte and Tony Drykos operate 
Dynamic Dance & Tumbling in Brownsburg. 
Danville artist Julie Vornholt created the 
mural behind them. (Photo by Peg McRoy 
Glover)

Barbarann Wheeler instructs the 
Cotillion students in their first 
dance lesson for the program. 
The goal of the program is to 
prepare teenagers social skills and 
etiquette.  (Photos by Eric Pritchett)
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Teens learn timeless social skills through Hendricks County Cotillion Class

Barbarann Wheeler instructs the Cotillion students in their first dance lesson for the program. The goal of the program is to prepare teenagers 
social skills and etiquette.  (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Fox Edwards and Kendall Moore Learn how to waltz on the first day of Cotillion. Other couple 
dances taught through the class include swing, foxtrot and rumba. Brian Wheeler teaches the students how to tie a simple knot for a dress tie. 

Aiden Amick helps Fox Edwards put his tie back on to get it at the proper length. At the start and end of class the boys escort the the girls to and from their cars. 

Staff Report

Students took their first steps 
during dance and etiquette skills 
lessons at the first Hendricks 
County Cotillion Class of the year 
Feb. 16.

Presented through Indiana Co-
tillion, the weekly classes teach 
teens in seventh and eighth grade 
basic ballroom dance steps, how 
to be polite in social settings and 
how to lead and understand how 
to make a mark in life. 

The classes meet weekly 
through March 15 at the Hendricks 
Co 4-H Fairgrounds & Conference 
Complex in Danville. The grand 
march will show off students’ ac-
quired skills on the final day of 
class. 
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FranciscanDocs.org

1001 Hadley Road • Mooresville
KENDRICK FAMILY MEDICINE — Suite 101
HEARTLAND CROSSING PEDIATRICS — Suite LL050

Schedule Today! 
(844) 376-2778

inspired by 
families

Welcoming 
new Family Medicine 
& Pediatric Patients

franciscan physician network
kendrick family medicine

GUY CROWDER, MD

BRUCE DURELL, MD

AMANDA STRAIN, FNP

ANNA CLOW, PA-C

franciscan physician network
heartland crossing pediatrics

AMANDA WALTER, MD

BRADEY KLEMAN, MD

CORIN MARSHALL, MD

KATY GRISMORE, PNP

TONYA WHITAKER, NP

We treat the whole family. Because to us, you’re so  
much more than an illness. You’re what inspires our  
team of top doctors, specialists and nurses.
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Your Local Dealer Since 1972

AVON LOCATION

www.TomRoushAvon.com
317-991-4799

Multi Point Inspection
Guaranteed Auto Financing

Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
LOW PRICES

2003 INFINITI
G35 Manual

Stk.#M20056B, 139,134 miles

$4,999

2010 NISSAN
MURANO SL

Stk.#M20061A, 128,725 miles

$7,985

2004 HONDA 
Pilot EX-L

Stk.#P14112A, 150,544 miles

$5,205

2017 FORD
EXPLORER

Stk.#L20202A, 105,389 miles

$21,495

2016 KIA
OPTIMA LX

Stk.#L20097B, 22,202 miles

$13,899

2018 MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER SPORT ES

Stk.#P14040, 45,600 miles

$12,714

2014 FORD 
EDGE SEL

Stk.#P13962, 67,936 miles

$12,254

2015 GMC YUKON
DENALI

Stk.#L20083A, 101,395 miles

$29,899

2013 FORD
EDGE SE

Stk.#M19612B, 110,773 miles

$8,494

ICONICbriefs
Brownsburg athletes sign  

to play college sports

Twelve students from Browns-
burg High School signed letters of 
intent to continue their education 
and their athletic careers at the 
college level on Winter Signing 
Day Feb. 5.

• Travis Bennington will play 
baseball at Anderson Univer-
sity. 

• Clay Chase has signed to play 
football at West Point. 

• Emma Cougill will compete in 
distance running with Bethel 
University in Mishawaka, Ind. 

• Quarterback Brayden Davis 
will play football at Rose Hul-
man Institute of Technology 
in Terre Haute, Ind. 

• Alex Freeman, track and field 
and cross country runner, will 
run at the University of India-
napolis. 

• Baseball catcher Parker 
Gryskevich is headed to Wit-
tenberg University in Spring-
field, Ohio.

• Teammates Isaiah Higgins 
and CJ Tanner will play foot-
ball at the University of Saint 
Francis in Fort Wayne, Ind. 

• Ashley Margetts will play vol-
leyball for the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 
Boston. 

• Jakobi McGowan will con-
tinue his football career at the 
Air Force Academy. 

• Linebacker Cade Shupperd 
has signed to play football 
for Murray State University in 
Murray, Ky. 

• Noah Yohannes signed to play 
soccer for the University of 
Indianapolis.

Danville education foundation announces 
annual bingo fundraiser

The Danville Community Educa-
tion Foundation (CEF) is gearing 
up for its annual Bingo! fundraiser 
2-5 p.m. March 15 at the Hendricks 
Co 4-H Fairgrounds & Conference 
Complex, 1900 E. Main St., Dan-
ville. Proceeds will benefit teacher 
grants and student scholarships 
within the Danville school system.

The foundation is seeking dona-
tions for raffle gift baskets. Each 
school has a bin in the office for 
donations.

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 
at the door, cash or check only, 
and includes 10 bingo games with 
cash prizes. For more information, 
visit danville.k12.in.us/dcef.

Brownsburg seniors signed to play college sports during signing day Feb. 5. They include 
Ashley Margetts (front row from left), Isaiah Higgins, Emma Cougill, Jakobi McGowan 
(back row from left), Clay Chase, Brayden Davis, Travis Bevington, CJ Tanner, Parker 
Gryskevich, Cade Shupperd, Alex Freeman and Noah Yohannes. (Photo provided by BCSC)
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to all our generous sponsors, donors and attendees
for making this our best Premier Event yet.

 

Because of your generosity, we raised

Healthy me. Stronger us. shelteringwings.org (317) 745-1496 24 hours/365 days

SHELTERINGWINGS.ORG/EVERYBODYALWAYS

To see a list of sponsors, visit

$140,000

Presented by

to fuel our mission of preventing domestic violence
and providing safe housing for survivors.

 www.CumberlandTrace.us

ASSISTED LIVING
REHABILITATION
LONG TERM CARE 
MEMORY SUPPORT

share a hug.   share a hug.   
Catch the CarDon Spirit of Compassion.

CALL US AT 317-838-7070 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

COMMUNITY

ICONICbrief
Lilly scholarships awarded to three area 

high school seniors
The Hendricks County Com-

munity Foundation announced 
the recipients of the 2020 Lilly 
Endowment Community Scholar-
ships. Toby Kult of Danville High 
School, Connor O’Neill of Avon 
High School and Sophia Whicker 
of Plainfield High School will each 
receive full tuition to an accredited 
public or private nonprofit college 
or university in Indiana. They will 
also receive a $900 yearly stipend 
for required books and equipment.

These students were awarded 
these prestigious scholarships 
based on significant community 
service, outstanding academic 
achievement and leadership skills.

The foundation received more 
than 180 scholarship applica-
tions from Hendricks County stu-
dents. After the applications were 

reviewed, ten students were cho-
sen to be interviewed. 

Finalists included Tyler Caven-
der, Tri-West High School; Lauren 
Coffey, Plainfield High School; 
Samantha Hayden, Plainfield High 
School; Isabelle Vernengo, Plain-
field High School; Macy Walters, 
Tri-West High School; Aubree 
Whicker, Cascade High School; Ol-
ivia Zetty, Avon High School.

The primary purposes of the Lil-
ly Endowment Community Schol-
arship Program are to help raise 
the level of educational attain-
ment in Indiana, to increase aware-
ness of the beneficial roles played 
by community foundations and to 
encourage the engagement of cur-
rent and past scholars with each 
other and their communities.
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March 13, 2020 • 6 – 11 p.m.
The Top Eliminator Club at Lucas Oil Raceway

Presented by 

Individual reservations on sale through  
March 6th - $75 each

Reservations can be made by calling the BEF Office at 
317.852.1056 or online at  

www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org

Join us for this fun evening when we celebrate the 
quality education in our community and raise money 

to benefit the students and teachers of the Brownsburg 
Community Schools. The Brownsburg Education 

Foundation funds classroom grants, corporation-wide 
initiatives and student scholarships.

DINNER • CASH BAR • SILENT AUCTION • LIVE AUCTION  
DESSERT DASH • DJ • DIAMOND RAFFLE

Indiana Raffle License # 013480

The Brownsburg Education 
Foundation cordially invites you to the

Plainfield family raises money  
to get service dog for little girl

By Lindsay Doty

Infectious giggles come from 
4-year-old Bailee Wilbur, and she 
lights up when the bus comes for her 
half-day at preschool. The tiny blonde 
is doing her best but has already 
faced a lifetime of medical challenges.

“Looking back on everything that 
Bailee has been through, I don’t know 
how we have made it to where we are 
today,” said Brittany Brackett, Bailee’s 
mother.

Bailee suffered brain damage af-
ter contracting a virus in the deliv-
ery room and spent five weeks in 
intensive care. She’s nonverbal, has 
epilepsy and suffers from regular 
seizures that can be explosive and un-
predictable, including an episode in 
the bathtub where Bailee cracked her 
forehead.

“One of the types of seizures that 
she suffers from is myoclonic ‘drop 
attack’ seizures. These are devastat-
ing and have caused many injuries for 
Bailee, resulting in many ER visits for 
care,” said Brackett.

To help her daughter. The family is 
working to get Bailee a seizure alert 
dog that can let others know once 
a seizure has occurred and predict 
episodes by picking up on changes in 

sweat and saliva.
“A seizure alert dog can detect the 

scent released before a seizure is go-
ing to occur, up to 45 minutes prior 
to the episode, giving the individual, 
parents or an ambulance a chance to 
react, get to a safe place, administer 
a rescue medication to potentially 
avoid the seizure all together, and in 
our case, bring awareness to a sei-
zure that may have gone completely 
missed,” said Brackett.

The dogs are expensive and can 
cost up to $30,000 and aren’t always 
covered by insurance.

The family has started a GoFundMe 
account to help that has brought in 
more than $5,000 so far.

The support for Bailee has been 
heartwarming for the family. While 
having a medically-fragile child has 
come with more challenges than 
most parents will ever know, Brittany 
Brackett stays positive for her resilient 
and loving little girl.

“We celebrate successes in Bailee’s 
development no matter how big or 
small, and admittedly mourn on the 
difficult days for normalcy,” she said. 
“I think that can be said from any spe-
cial need’s family, but, the joy far out-
weighs the grief.”

Bailee Wilbur, who suffers regularly from seizures, checks out a fountain.  
Her family is raising money for a special seizure alert dog that they believe could save her life.  
(Photo provided by Brittany Brackett)



February 21, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
15

Leading heart care, 
right here at home
Ascension St. Vincent Cardiology

At Ascension St. Vincent, we know the most 
important heart to you is yours. That’s why we get 
to know you, so we can deliver the heart care that’s 
right for you. Whether your need is big or small, you 
can have confidence in our trusted cardiologists and 
care teams, backed by leading-edge technology, 
right here in Indiana.

Find an Ascension doctor at ascension.org/stvincentheart

© Ascension 2020

COMMUNITY

ICONICbriefs
Firefighters association hosts  

workshop for local officials
The Hendricks County Profes-

sional Fire Fighters Association Lo-
cal 4406 will host a workshop for 
elected and appointed officials 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. March 7 at the Browns-
burg Fire Territory training facility, 
470 E. Northfield Drive, Browns-
burg. The workshop, FIRE OPS 101, 
will include hands-on firefighting 

and rescue operations under con-
trolled supervision of the county’s 
firefighters and paramedics.

The goal is to show participants 
how challenging it is to keep com-
munities safe. For more infor-
mation, contact Andy Northern, 
jnorthern@brownsburgfire.org or 
(812) 697-4737.

State Bank of Lizton proposes  
new Avon location

State Bank of Lizton has filed a 
request with the town of Avon for 
a proposed banking center loca-
tion in Avon at U.S. 36 and Satori 
Parkway and want to build a new 
location in front of the Hendricks 
Regional Health YMCA.

“We are excited to continue 
our commitment to Avon and our 
growing customer base in that 
area,” said Mike Baker, president 
and CEO. 

They anticipate a spring ground-
breaking.

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

SwartoutDental.com

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • WHITENING • CLEAR ALIGNER THERAPY
PORCELAIN CROWNS/VENEERS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS • BONDING

PLAN INCLUDES:
• 2 Normal Cleanings**
• 2 Regular Exams
• 4 Bite-wing X-rays (once per year)
• 1 Panoramic X-Ray (once every 3 years)
• 1 Limited/Emergency Exam
•  All Individual X-rays as needed for  

Emergency Exams
•  20% off all other services  

provided in-office

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Individual membership is $300 annually. 
Monthly pay options available.
Pricing for families available.
Dual* - $576
Family* (3) - $840
Family* (4) - $1,080
Each addtl. - $180

*Dual is considered Parent/Child or Spouse/Partner
*Family can be any children up to 18 (or 23 if enrolled 
full-time in school) living in the same household.
**Cleaning in presence of gum disease or periodontitis 
is subject to a deep cleaning which qualifies for 20% 
discount 

SAVINGS PLAN

Visit www.swartoutdental.com for more details.
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Danville Parks has makeover 
plans in the works for  

Ellis Park amphitheater 

COMMUNITY

Family-friendly entertainment game zone coming to Brownsburg

Animal rescue group nears permanent facility for four-legged friends

Raise the Woof fundraising event
When: 6 p.m. Saturday, March 28

Where: The Pavilion Center at 
Washington Park in Avon,  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon

Tickets sales end March 10  
or when it sells out. 

Ages: Must be 21 or older. 
Cost: $45 per ticket or $80 a couple, VIP 

$60 each or $110 per pair.
mistyeyes.org/tickets

The cost of a banner 
to honor veterans.

Through mid-March 
the Wa-Pe-Key-Way 
Chapter of the National 

Society Daughters of the American Revolution is promot-
ing military banners in Hendricks 
County. 

Residents can recognize and hon-
or Hendricks County veterans and 
active military personnel with 30 
by 60 inches banners on street light 
poles. The banners display the hon-
orees’ photos on each side in color 
or black and white and list names 
and military service. 

Banners will go on display Memo-
rial Day weekend. They will hang for 
one year and then be presented to 
the purchaser.

“The program has been very well 
received,” said Rhonda Beck, the chapter’s veterans chair. 
“Our chapter has come to know so many Hendricks Coun-
ty veterans, and it’s been fun to see their photos.”

To be eligible, an individual must have served, be hon-
orably discharged or currently serving in the armed forces 
and have a valid connection to Hendricks County, past or 
present. They may be living, deceased, POW, KIA or MIA. 

Cost: $100. Contact Rhonda Beck, (317) 268-6273 or 
(815) 953-2101.

Roman Numerals

$100$100

This image shows projected plans for the new Ellis Park amphitheater. The facility would 
include a new roof and lights, along with a cobblestone base. (Photo provided by Danville 
Parks and Recreation)

By Lindsay Doty

Town leaders in Danville are look-
ing at plans to update the Ellis Park 
amphitheater.

The open circular stage that plays 
host to community events and sum-
mer concerts was damaged back in 
2018 after a tree fell onto it. 

Park leaders said the project that’s 
still in the planning stages would 
include upgrading the existing 
structure and adding things like a 
cobblestone base and new lights.

“Right now, there is just a big 
pad there” said Danville Parks and 
Recreation director Will Lacey. “Our 
goal is to have more arts in the park 
and improve the area and have it be 
more enticing.”

On Friday nights during the sum-
mer months, the park amphitheater 
hosts Evenings in Ellis, a seven-night 
free summer concert series that at-
tracts around 500 people for con-
certs. 

Project supporters said upgrades 
would benefit the community.

“Most of the things on our side 
are free to the public, so hopefully it 
will be something everyone can en-
joy,” said Lacey. 

Park leaders believe improve-
ments would also allow the team to 
attract more performers and events.

“We can go after bigger and more 
quality things,” said Lacey.

The estimated $105,000 project 
still needs approval from the park 
board and the Danville Town Coun-
cil.

If approved in the coming 
months, construction could begin as 
early as this summer. 

The Press Play Gaming Lounge will include an interactive BEAM projection room 
for kids to play and burn energy. (Photo provided by Ray Embry)

By Lindsay Doty

“I’m bored.”
These are two words father of five Ray Embry never wants 

to hear from his kids. The technical writer and family man from 
Brownsburg and his wife have always enjoyed exploring fun zones 
and entertainment spots in other cities to keep their high-energy 
family entertained, especially in the winter, anything from indoor 
hoops to video games. 

“We travel a lot and have spent a lot of money going to other 
places to have experiences,” said Embry. “I thought, ‘Why can’t we 
just have something in Brownsburg?’”

This month, Embry is opening Press Play Gaming Lounge at 
1004 E. Main St. (the vacant Marsh grocery building on the north 
side of Indiana 136) in Brownsburg.

The entertainment zone will include virtual reality, basketball 
zones, 3-point challenges, Nerf and an interactive BEAM projection 
room for younger kids, to name a few. 

The facility will also have a large TV lounge for families to eat, 
along with a bar. 

“We want it to be an extension of home 
where parents can relax while their kids go lose 

their minds,” Embry said while laughing. “We just wanted a space 
where people can go and have fun and they don’t have to travel so 
far to have that experience.”

Embry spent a year studying similar venues around the country 
and hopes to open more locations in the Midwest. His goal is to 
have something for all ages. 

“We have entertainment centers, but they are geared towards 
the kids, not something for all ages,” he said. 

He believes the growing community of Brownsburg is a perfect 
fit for a family entertainment zone. 

“I love this idea and this is a community where parents are so 
engaged in their children’s lives,” said Embry. “We need something 
like this here.”

Press Play will operate on a la carte pricing for gaming. 
Virtual reality games complete with headset and goggles will be 

$10 per person for 4 to 5 games. Nerf tournaments will be $15 for 
three rounds and 3-point challenges start at $5. Participants can 
win prizes for making shots. 

The lounge will also be open for parties and have theme nights.
Press Play is set to open for a soft launch Feb. 22 with a grand 

opening March 14.

All of your eye care needs taken care of right here in Avon since 1992
• Over 10,000 “no shot, no stitch, no patch” cataract surgeries • Injections for macular degeneration and diabetes

Whippleeyecenter.com • 317.272.2020

Celebrate 20/20 in 2020
Dr. Robert McPike,  

Dr. Daniel Whipple,  
Dr. Daniel Spitzberg, 

and Dr. Elise Smith

By Lindsay Doty

This spring volunteers at Misty Eyes Ani-
mal Center hope to break ground on the 
rescue’s first permanent animal facility in 
Avon known as Kitty City. 

“For eight years we have been planning 
this,” said Renee Harlor who co-founded the 
Hendricks County recuse with Cherie Fox. 
“It was in the original plan in 2011, and the 
fact that we are hopefully months away is 
huge. It is a testament to the hard work of 
volunteers.” 

Their goal is to prevent pets from being 
euthanized and get them adopted, along 
with providing community programs to 
teach responsible pet ownership. 

Since its inception Misty Eyes has housed 
animals in foster homes in the organization 
that is run by an army of volunteers. They’ve 
been able to save thousands of dogs and 
cats but have also had to turn away 3,400 
animals due to space limitations. 

“For every animal, we take in we turn 
away two away,” said Harlor. 

Founders believe having an on-site loca-
tion will change that. 

After four years of fundraising, the group 

purchased 3 acres of land in Avon to build 
permanent facilities. Kitty City will be able 
to house 50 cats, and founders say it will al-
low them to save 400 more felines a year. 

“It’s a really big thing,” Harlor said. 
The unique facility will include a protect-

ed outdoor area, medical room, maternity 
center and play and climbing spaces for 
cats. 

“They’ll never live in cages,” Harlor said. 

“We will have suites. It’s not going to be 
your typical shelter environment.” 

Kitty City is slated to be built behind the 
Misty Eyes administration and adoption 
center at 616 S. County Road 800 E in Avon, 
but plans still need final approval from Avon 
Town leaders. 

The project is estimated to cost $300,000. 
It will be funded through grants, donations 
and the rescue’s upcoming annual Raise The 

Woof event on March 28. 
The fundraiser includes food, drinks and 

a silent auction. Guests will get a chance to 
meet some memorable dogs and cats and 
hear their stories. 

“This fundraiser is really important to us 
this year, getting so close with Kitty City. 
There are going to be fees and money and 
a final push to get started saving these ani-
mals,” said Harlor.  

Once Kitty City is complete, Misty Eyes 
leaders plan to move forward with plans for 
a similar dog facility called Canine Country.

Plans for Kitty City slated to be built this spring off County Road 800 South in Avon include a protected outdoor 
area, cat play zones, a maternity section and medical and quarantine areas.  It will house 50 cats at a time.
(Photo provided by Misty Eyes) 
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Staff Report

Sheltering Wings held its annual Premier Event 
fundraiser Feb. 7 with New York Times best-selling 
author Bob Goff as the featured speaker at the 
Embassy Suites Plainfield Indianapolis Conference 
Center. 

The event raised $140,000 to support the Dan-
ville shelter that gives domestic violence victims a 
safe place to go.  The shelter is expanding to add 
men’s facilities at its Danville location as well as 
constructing apartments in Plainfield for those es-
tablishing their lives after suffering from domestic 
violence.

At the event Scott Hoke and Tom Zupancic 
acted as emcees.

On March 19, the shelter will lead efforts 
around Hendricks County for men to read to el-
ementary students as part of the Men IN Action 

Read event. Register online: shelteringwings.org/
get-involved/men-in-action.

ICONsociety
Sheltering Wings fundraiser features author Bob Goff

Author Bob Goff takes a selfie with Alex and Krista Hershey at the Embassy Suites Event Center in Plainfield before a 
Sheltering Wings event. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Jaime and Alyssa Johnson

Kyle Krober, Miriam Krober, Tonya McCarthy, Adam McCarthy

Kevin and Kim Speer 

Charlie and Emily MorrisNathan and Jennifer RhoadesJeanine and Tory Murray

Steve and Laura Eisenbarth
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HRH joins Veterans’ Community Care Network
As of of Feb. 1, 2020, Hendricks 

Regional Health is part of the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) Vet-
erans Community Care Network (VA 
CCN). VA CCN is part of the MISSION 
Act of 2018 that aims to empower our 
nation’s veterans with more health-
care options. This new network serves 
as the direct link between the VA and 
Hendricks Regional Health providers. 

To be eligible for community care 
at Hendricks Regional Health, veter-
ans must be enrolled in VA’s patient 
enrollment system and have an ap-
proved referral from VA. The VA will 
provide a referral for a veteran to re-
ceive community care when:

• Services are not available at a VA 
medical facility

• An appointment is not available 
at a VA medical facility within a 
certain timeframe

• Or, the veteran lives too far away 
from a VA medical facility

VA CCN will be able to refer VA pa-
tients to Hendricks Regional Health 
for the following VA CCN-approved 
services:

• Ancillary services
• Chronic dialysis treatment

• Emergent care
• Hospice, palliative and respite 

care
• Hospital services
• Immunizations
• Implants - when provided as 

part of an authorized surgical or 
medical procedure

• Inpatient diagnostic and treat-
ment services

• Long term acute care
• Maternity and women’s health
• Outpatient diagnostic and treat-

ment services (including labora-
tory services) 

• Pharmacy 
• Preventive care 
• Reconstructive surgery
• Rehabilitative services and thera-

pies
HRH urgent care services are not 

included as in-network. 
Optum, part of UnitedHealthcare, 

manages the network. This service is 
for veterans only. Caregivers and fam-
ily members are not eligible.

For more information on the VA 
Community Care Network, visit 
va.gov/communitycareor call (844) 
698-2311.
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We want to thank all of you who have come alongside us as we conducted the  
Hendricks County Community Needs Assessment to identify and address the 
most critical issues in our community. 
 

58 one-on-one meetings with community leaders
98 participants across 7 focus groups
3,048 survey responses
133 attendees for the Community Needs Reveal
133 attendees over Jan. 8th and 9th for our Addressing the Needs work sessions
116 registrations for our Jan. 28th and 29th work sessions 

 
Using the estimated national value of a volunteer hour, our community members 
have given HCCF over $53,000 worth of their time.  We are excited to continue 
the process of Addressing the Needs and creating solutions to the most 
pressing issues in Hendricks County.  Thank you for journeying with us.  
We could not have done it without you!

To see the full Needs Assessment Report and learn more about our next steps, 
visit our website at www.hendrickscountycf.org. 

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211 | Avon, Indiana 46123
317.268.6240 | www.hendrickscountycf.org

Thank you! 
2 0 1 9

Hendricks County Community Needs Assessment
Su m m a r y  o f  Re s u l t s

#DefiningNeedsLeadingChange

2019 Needs Assessment REPORT.indd   1

12/6/19   11:30 AM

Dress donations in Avon make prom dreams a reality
By Lindsay Doty

The dress, the heels, the tickets. The 
cost of prom can add up, and some 
students just can’t afford it. 

That’s why volunteers with the 
Avon High School Interact Club, a ser-
vice-minded group of high schoolers, 
have teamed up with the Avon Rotary 
for the ninth annual Girls’ Prom Essen-
tials Sale where students can buy gen-
tly-used dresses for $10, along with 
shoes ($2) and accessories ($1).

Donations ranging from short and 
sparkly to princess-like gowns are be-
ing collected for the March 14 sale at 
Avon High School.

“It’s the most uplifting day we have. 
This is our big one, and we feel good 
about it,” said Pam Lyons, Avon Rotary 
public relations chair and liaison to 
the AHS Interact Club.

“Some girls just can’t afford it, so 
this is a way for them to go and have 
their moment,” said Lyons.

The retired Avon High School 
teacher still gets emotional thinking 
about some of the thankful parents 
and students who have benefited 
from the sale.

“We had a girl a few years ago come 
on her bike with a crumpled $10 bill 
in her pocket,” Lyons recalled, choking 
back tears. “She said this is the reason 
she was able to go to prom.”

Avon Interact Club Sponsor and 
Avon High School teacher Heather 
Meunier calls the sale one of her 

favorite days of the year.
“I get to see the joy on faces of ex-

cited high school girls and the sighs 
of relief from their parents because 
the dream of prom is now more af-
fordable and realistic,” said Meunier. 
“A girl told me that she didn’t feel like 
she had experienced a lot of kindness 

and generosity in her life, but she felt 
like someone was finally looking out 
for her because of this sale.”

The event began in 2008 at a stu-
dent’s suggestion and has grown into 
an event boasting between 300 to 
500 dresses.

A high school janitor even created 
a giant closet where a collection of 
chiffon and sparkle can be sorted and 
stored pre-sale.

This year, the sale is open to any 
high school student, not just Avon. 
Around 80 student volunteers help 
with collections.

The ladies of the Avon Rotary run 
the event so students aren’t hesi-
tant to discount shop in front of their 
classmates.

“When there is a girl who is embar-
rassed by her situation, we will take 
extra measures and let her come and 
shop privately,” said Lyons. “We are all 
about service. That’s where our heart 
is,  so we really like that we’ve done 
our job.”

Proceeds go to Sheltering Wings, 
a shelter for domestic abuse victims 
based in Danville.  

Last year student volunteers at Avon High School organized racks and racks of donated dresses 
for the annual Girls’ Prom Essentials Sale. (Photos  provided by Avon Rotary) 
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
BROWNSBURG

Gerald D. Lumpkin
Gerald D. Lumpkin, 75, passed away Feb. 6, 
2020. He was born Nov. 24, 1944. Services 
were held Feb. 9 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Jackson Lee Andrew 
Trotter

Jackson Lee Andrew Trotter, 23, passed 
away Feb. 6, 2020. He was born June 27, 
1996. Services will be held 1 p.m. Feb. 15 at 
David A. Hall Mortuary, Pittsboro.

Robert E. Harris
Robert E. Harris, 95, passed away Feb. 10, 
2020. He was born May 25, 1924. Services 
were held Feb. 13 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Betty L. Neal
Betty L. Neal, 92, passed away Feb. 10, 
2020. She was born Sept. 5, 1927. Services 
were held Feb. 14 at Connection Pointe 
Christian Church, Brownsburg.

Doris V. Goode
Doris V. Goode, 98, passed away Feb. 11, 
2020. She was born March 10, 1921. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 15 at Matthews Mor-
tuary, Brownsburg.

William Lee Duff
William Lee Duff, 79, passed away Feb. 
12, 2020. He was born Feb. 22, 1940. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 17 at Church@Main, 
Brownsburg.

Wanda M. Guarnery
Wanda M. Guarnery, 87, passed away Feb. 
14, 2020. She was born Sept. 20, 1932. Ser-
vices will be held at 1 p.m. Feb. 22 at Mat-
thews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Mary Louise Hopkins 
Mary Louise Hopkins, 91, passed away Feb. 
15, 2020. Services will be at 11 a.m. Feb. 21 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, Brownsburg.

DANVILLE

Philip P. Schmittou
Philip P. Schmittou, 39, passed away Feb. 8, 
2020. He was born April 17, 1980. Services 
were held Feb. 14 at Faith Baptist Church, 
Avon.

Thomas Harry Lindsey
Thomas Harry Lindsey, 76, passed away 
Feb. 10, 2020. He was born Aug. 4, 1943. 
Services were held Feb. 14 at Mary Queen 
of Peace Catholic Church, Danville.

Vicki E. Evans
Vicki E. Evans, 65, passed away Feb. 11, 
2020. She was born Nov. 30, 1954. No ser-
vices are scheduled.

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength 
is based on 

the principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Clyde “Chet” Wright
Clyde “Chet” Wright, 101, passed away 
Feb. 12, 2020. He was born Aug. 21, 1918. 
Services will be held at 10 a.m. Feb. 21 at 
Plainfield Christian Church.

PITTSBORO

Myron Lee Gill
Myron Lee Gill, 80, passed away Feb. 4, 
2020. He was born Jan. 8, 1940. Services 
were held Feb. 8 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. 

Anthony M. Klepper
Anthony M. Klepper, 38, passed away Feb. 
6, 2020. He was born June 19, 1981. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 10 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Speedway.

Hendricks County obituaries are  
printed free of charge and published 
twice  a month. Funeral directors are  
encouraged to send obituaries and  

photos to info@myicon.info.

Kimberly S. Hendricks
Kimberly S. Hendricks, 50, passed away 
Feb. 13, 2020. She was born May 19, 1969. 
Services were held Feb. 19 at Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

PLAINFIELD

Billy F. Pitcock
Billy F. Pitcock, 73, passed away Feb. 4, 
2020. He was born June 29, 1946. Services 
were held Feb. 8 at Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield.

Christopher Lynn Gish
Christopher Lynn Gish, 59, passed away 
Feb. 14, 2020. He was born Jan. 2, 1961. 
Services were held Feb. 17 at Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Quentin C. Shore
Quentin C. Shore, 94, passed away Feb. 14, 
2020. He was born June 9, 1925. Services 
were held Feb. 20 at Hampton Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

AVON

Gary A. Haas
Gary A. Haas, 76, passed away Feb. 2, 2020. 
He was born Nov. 21, 1943. Services were 
held Feb. 5 at Chapel Hill United Methodist 
Church, Indianapolis.   

Lois Jeanne Martin
Lois Jeanne Martin, 86, passed away Feb. 3, 
2020. She was born July 20, 1933. Services 
were held Feb. 8 at Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon.

Mary Helen Pleak
Mary Helen Pleak, 85, passed away Feb. 12, 
2020. She was born April 15, 1934. Services 
were held Feb. 19 at Conkle Funeral Home, 
Speedway.

Ryan P. Clouser
Ryan P. Clouser, 48, passed away Feb. 13, 
2020. He was born Oct. 29, 1971. Services 
were held Feb. 19 at Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon. CLAYTON

Terry Joe Street
Terry Joe Street, 54, passed away Jan. 29, 
2020. He was born March 16, 1965. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 8 at Clayton Christian 
Church. 

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 3/15/20

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 3/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262

East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517

North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993

South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

Notice: 
Doctor Tessa Schlickbernd will have her 
last day at Plainfield Eye Care on March 
13, 2020. She will no longer be practicing 
primary eye care. We want to encourage 
her patients to choose another eye care 

provider within our practice.  Doctors Dana 
Donaldson, Rachel Muessel, and Beth 

Groninger are all available, and we are also 
able to transfer records. 317-839-2368. 
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Welcome Dr. Emily Cha to our team of highly skilled 
physicians at Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Avon.
Dr. Emily Cha is fellowship trained in sports medicine and sees general orthopedic patients. 
She is currently accepting new patients. Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Allison Bosse scored 23 points, 
and Mackenzie Stien added 15 
points in Brownsburg’s 58-57 loss to 
Lawrence North in the Class 4A Deca-
tur Central Regional final Feb. 15.

Pierce Thomas scored 17 points, 
and Connor Lucas added 12 in 
Brownsburg boys basketball team’s 
50-46 victory over Noblesville Feb. 
14. Malek Edmunds scored 17 points 
as the Bulldogs beat Pike 61-55 Feb. 
11. Thomas scored a career-high 24 
points, hitting 13 of 14 free throws.

Kobe Ward hit 10 of 13 shots for 
a team-high 21 points in Danville’s 
76-55 rout of Brebeuf Jesuit Feb. 14. 
Dillon Ware added 17 points for the 
Warriors (18-2). Ware became the 10th 
player in school history to top 1,000 
points Feb. 11.

Brownsburg wrestlers Logan Miller 
(106 pounds), Drake Campbell (138) 
and Dorian Keys (heavyweight), won 
semistate championships Feb. 15 at 
Evansville. Four other Brownsburg 
wrestlers advanced to the state quar-
terfinals Feb. 21 at Bankers Life Field-
house. Kysen Montgomery (126), 
Peyton Asbury (160), Isaiah Street 
(195) and Braden Haines (113).

The Danville girls basketball team 
finished 20-6, losing to Heritage Chris-
tian 49-45 Feb. 15 in the Greencastle 
Regional. Ella Collier led Danville 
with 20 points. 

Brownsburg diver Emma Wolf 
placed seventh in the state finals in 
1-meter diving Feb. 15 at the Indiana 
University Natatorium at IUPUI.

For accomplishments about  
Hendricks County athletes, email  
mambrogi@icontimes.com.

ICONIC Athlete of the Week

MAKING H IS  S TATE -MENT
Danville wrestler qualifies for his sport’s big stage for a fourth straight season

Logan Boe is headed to the Indiana state wrestling finals for the 
fourth straight year. The Danville senior wants to finish in the top 
four in the 152-pound weight class. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

By Mike Beas

Logan Boe’s longing to become a drone pilot is leading 
him directly to Columbia, S.C., for a journey scheduled to 
begin the fourth Monday of June.

It’s there, at Fort Jackson, a United States Army installa-
tion, where the Danville High School senior will experi-
ence the mental and physical rigors of basic training be-
fore continuing what has become something of a family 
tradition.

“Both of my parents were in the Army,” said Boe, refer-
ring to Michael and Christel Boe. “I’m kind of hoping to 
get a career out of it. My mom’s cousin was in the Army, 
was deployed into a bad situation, and a drone pilot 
saved his life. I’ve had drones in the past but never done 
anything of this caliber.”

At the moment, Boe’s focus is on making what will be 
his fourth and final trip to the state wrestling finals at 
Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. One of the state’s 
premier 152-pounders this season, Boe has already stood 
on three different levels of the awards podium. 

As a freshman, he earned eighth-place at 106 pounds. 
Boe followed that with a fifth at 120, and last season took 
seventh at 132 pounds. Boe entered this postseason 
ranked fourth in the state in the 152-pound division. He 
won the Evansville semistate Feb. 15, improving to 39-0 
this season.

“Being ranked in the top four, I don’t have an excuse to 
finish lower than that,” Boe said.

One of the Warriors’ co-head coaches Mason Meling 
believes Boe can enter the rarified air currently occu-
pied by the program’s previous state champions – Neal 
Malloy in 2011 at 130 pounds and two years later at 145, 
and Brock Hudkins at 120 in 2015 and 126 the following 
season.

“Really, as a wrestler he just has this confidence in him. 
Logan has a game plan from the moment he steps on 
the mat,” said Meling who shares the title of head coach 
with Logan Luce. “He’s one of those wrestlers who stud-
ies his craft and likes to be on top of his game.

“Logan’s wrestling IQ and body awareness are, in my 
opinion, better than most wrestlers. If he wrestles to the 
best of his abilities, I don’t see why he can’t win it all.”

Boe attended Plainfield High School as a junior but 

returned to Danville for his senior year. He enters the 
state finals with a record of 35-0 and is 127-24 in his high 
school career. Boe’s brother Landon, a Plainfield sopho-
more, qualified for semistate at 138 pounds after being 
runner-up at the Mooresville Regional.

Meling, for one, doesn’t lack confidence when asked 
about the elder Boe’s future be it this weekend in Indy or 
a decade from now.

“Logan is one of those guys who is very easy to coach 
and very easy to relate to,” said Meling. “There is no doubt 
that whatever he puts his mind to he’ll find a way to suc-
ceed.”

COMMUNITY
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FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE
Lisa Doerner, Avon

Where do you like 
to dine? LouVino 
Restaurant & Wine Bar 
on Mass Ave.

What do you like 
there? The wine flight with cheese 
pairings, loaded baked potato tots 
and confit chicken wings.

What do you like about this 
place? They serve tapas, so you 
can try several different items. It’s 
a great place to have a nice dinner 
before a show at the Old National 
Centre and is also close to all the 
other Mass Ave. venues.

LouVino 
530 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 140 

Indianapolis

AN OPTION
So Italian  
515 E. Main St., 
Brownsburg

It’s February. Are 
you staying with your 
New Year’s resolution 
for weight loss? Are 
you craving pizza? Try 
So Italian’s cauliflower 
crust pizza. 

We like thin crust 
pizza. Recently, I 
ordered ours through 
DoorDash, with our favorite 
toppings on a cauliflower crust. We 
savored every bite of the sausage, 
pepperoni, banana peppers and 
extra cheese along with a So 
Healthy salad that comes with 
broccoli, tomatoes, cucumbers, 

onions and Italian dressing. This 
low carb dinner is full of flavor. 
The hubby even assumed it was a 
traditional thin crust until I said it 
was made from cauliflower.

Next time, my resolutions will 
be busted, and we’ll enjoy their 
delicious house made tiramisu.

Blueberry 
Heaven
Team Member: 
Alaina Vallone, Avon  
Smoothie King 
9777 E. U.S. 36,  
Suite 103 
Avon
Ingredients: 4 T water, 1/2 cup 
Ice, 1/2 cup blueberries, 1/2 cup 
bananas, apple blueberry juice, 

white grape lemon juice, vanilla 
protein 
Directions: Blend all ingredients 
and serve. 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter  @FAITHonFOOD 
#FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

EVENTScalendar

February
22 Saturday
Frosty Paws
2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Bring a 
leashed, four-legged friend out for a 
winter walk led by a naturalist. Find out 
what a coyote does during the winter 
months. Children under 16 must be ac-
companied by a parent or guardian.

22 Saturday
Hedgehog Hannah
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Avon Town Hall, 
6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. See and touch 
animals that live all over the world 
including a macaw, arctic fox, large 
snake, chinchilla, skunk, hedgehog, 
ferret, prairie dog, alligator, chame-
leon, tortoise and tarantula. 

22 Saturday
Revolutionary War Ancestry Workshop
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Danville Public Library, 
Indiana Room, 101 S. Indiana St., Dan-
ville. Members of the Wa-Pe-Ke-Way 
Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution will assist women inter-
ested in tracking their Revolutionary 
War ancestors. Free.

22 Saturday
Project A.N.G.E.L. Father-Daughter 
Dance
5-8 p.m. Washington Township Park, 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Grandfathers, 
godfathers, uncles, special adults wel-
come. Cost: $40 for an adult/one child, 
$10/additional child. Tickets: project-
angelofhendrickscounty.com/events/
project-angel-of-hendricks-county-inc.
square.site.

23 Sunday
Drug Free Family Night 2020
3-5 p.m. Brownsburg Bowl, 18 Whit-
tington Drive, Brownsburg. Hendricks 
County Substance Abuse Task Force. 
Two free games and free shoe rental. 
Raffle prizes. 

24 Monday
B&O Trail Association Annual Meeting

7-8:30 p.m. Arbuckle Acres Park, Bundy 
Lodge, 7024 Lucas Drive, Brownsburg. 
Recap the past year and plan for the 
year ahead. Free.

27 Thursday
Self-Advocates of Indiana Leader-
ship Training and Voter Presentation
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Washington Township 
Park, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Three 
breakout sessions include different lev-
els of leader training. Free.

28 Friday
A Night of Medieval Dance
6:30-8:30 p.m. Washington Township 
Park, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Join the 
Barony of Sternfeld and learn family-
friendly dance from medieval times. 
Costumes available, if desired. $5/
person, $20/family. Register at wtp.
recdesk.com/Community/Program.

29 Saturday
Salute to Our Veterans
5:30-9 p.m. Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds & Conference Center, 1900 
E. Main St., Danville. Evening includes 
dinner, wine and beer tastings, silent 
and live auctions, dessert dash. Briga-
dier General Michael J. Osburn, speak-
er. Honor of veterans in attendance. 
Tickets at onemoreflightindy.org or 
text onemoreflightindy to 56651.

29 Saturday
Winter Scavenger Hunt
10 a.m.-4 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. Self-
guided scavenger hunt. Details at the 
nature center, and return for a small 
prize. Up to 1 mile. Ages 6 to adult; 
children under 16 must be accompa-
nied by parent or guardian. Free. 

29 Saturday
Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce 
Trivia Night
6-10 p.m. American Legion Browns-
burg Lincoln Post 331, 636 E. Main St., 
Brownsburg. Test your trivia knowl-
edge. Teams of eight. Doors open at 
6 p.m., questions at 7 p.m. Register 
at brownsburg.com/events/details/
brownsburg-trivia-night-4526.
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Hide and seek: How I find my hidden  
objects after houseguests leave

Beating a dead horse with fervor

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis 
with his wife of 33 years. Dick is 
usually in the basement trying 
to think up something funny 
to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing 
columnist to the Hendricks County 
ICON. He may be reached at (317) 
403-6485 or gus@icontimes.com

VIEWS

EDITORIAL

By Dick Wolfsie

Last weekend, some friends called 
at the last minute to ask if they could 
drop by. Panic set it in. 

We had a lot to straighten. We 
both learned this skill from our 
mothers (as I’m sure you did). 

Mom was always telling me to 
straighten my room. Straightening 
was simply rearranging the clutter, 
with no suggestion that anything 
was to be discarded. When you’re a 
kid, you learn that hiding stuff is the 
fastest way to clean up.

Of course, no matter how success-
ful we were at making order out of 
the chaos, the first thing my wife was 
going to say when our friends ar-
rived was, “I am so sorry, the place is 
such a mess.”

The clock was running. Guests 
were on the way. That’s when the 
old toaster was taken off the counter 
and stuffed in the kitchen pantry. 
The cat’s scratching post was rolled 
under a bed. The kitty litter set in 
the stall shoer. In fact, I even put the 

By Gus Pearcy

Gosh, remember when clichés 
were new and clever ways to say 
things? Any good writing coach will 
tell you not to use cliches. But often 
clichés are the best ways to com-
municate meaning. These overused 
nuggets are universal and, yes, over-
used but are vital phraseology for 
those of us who can’t think of a bet-
ter way to say common notions.

Yes, these sayings have lost any 
shred of novelty, but, in some uses, 
isn’t that the point? I don’t want to 
take the time and words to say what 
a cliché says better, and quicker. As 
with anything in communication, 
the rules are pliable depending on 
the goals. 

“Not my circus,” is a clever way of 
saying you shun responsibility for or 
the need to involve yourself in a situ-
ation. “Beating a dead horse” is a suc-
cinct way to describe the umpteenth 
time I’ve brought this subject up.

I’d like my legacy to invent some 
clever clichés which in 100 years 

cat in the storage room because she 
snarls at strangers.

The guest bathroom was sufficient-
ly clean and in order, but there was al-
ways a chance someone might want 
to use my bathroom. (Yes, I have my 
own bathroom. That’s why we have 
been happily married for 40 years.) 

“Hide everything,” said Mary El-
len. “Your bathroom is a disgrace.” 
I grabbed all my medications off 
the counter, my toothbrush, shaver, 
minty-blue mouthwash, two combs 
and three hairbrushes and hid them 
in the...well, I put them under the...I 
lodged them behind the...I had no 
clue where they were. I should have 
kept track.

The same thing happened in the 
dining room. Because we seldom eat 
in that room, the table had become 
the depository for bills and assorted 
papers. My wife thinks it all should be 
secured in a place where no one can 
find it. Well, mission accomplished.

Once our friends left, we had to 
find everything. And quick. I was 
sure the cat had to pee and was 

somebody will object to.
We all have dreams.
By the way, business doesn’t care 

about communicating. Every organi-
zation works diligently to obfuscate 
clear communication by the use of 
vernacular peculiar to their business 
or industry. Often, they have no re-
gard for newcomers who aren’t privy 
to the shorthand.

Stop doing that.
When you expand your shorthand, 

there is a possibility of sounding 
condescending. If you aren’t accused 
of “mansplaining” once a week, you 
are not trying hard enough to be 
clear in your communication.

Another tip to make your life 

anxious to scratch her post, I wanted 
to watch TV and Mary Ellen wanted 
to pay bills. 

We spent most of the next morn-
ing looking for stuff we had squir-
reled away. We didn’t find every-
thing, but I located the huge pile of 
instruction manuals for our applianc-
es in the back of the laundry closet. 
I hid those two years ago before our 
housewarming party after we moved 
in. So, that’s where they’ve been?

The next morning, I couldn’t brush 
my teeth, comb my hair or take my 
Lipitor. Fortunately, when I got in the 
shower, I found all the items from my 
countertop piled up in the back end 
of the tub. I know that eventually ev-
erything else will show up, too. Mary 
Ellen really misses the cat.

easier
Just a few weeks into the new de-

cade and I am hearing the year pro-
nounced as Two Thousand Twenty. I 
truly believed this would be the year 
everyone would adapt to the much 
easier Twenty Twenty format which I 
have been touting since 2011 (Twen-
ty Eleven).

Not only is 20-20 a common de-
scription of perfect eyesight, it also 
mirrors the centuries old tradition 
of splitting the year into two num-
bers. No one ever sang, “We’re go-
ing to party like it’s One Thousand 
Nine Hundred Ninety Nine.” Make 
it the only resolution you will keep 
this year. Then we can all say Twenty 
Twenty One together. 

Hendricks County 
sees decrease in 
opioid overdoses
Hendricks County health officials 

released good news last week. Deaths 
from drug overdoses have been de-
creasing in 2018 and ‘19.

According to a press release from 
the Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment, opioids still contribute to more 
deaths than any other substance. 
More than half of the deaths were the 
result of opioid misuse, the report 
said.

Fatal drug overdoses were increas-
ing around the county in 2016 and 
2017. In 2018, there were 25 reported 
fatal overdoses, 17 of which involved 
an opioid. In 2019, the number of fatal 
overdoses dropped to 18, and nine 
involved opioids.

Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment distributed 186 naloxone kits 
from 2016 through 2019 after Aaron’s 
Law was passed. The law allows In-
diana residents to carry naloxone, a 
drug used to reverse the effects of an 
opioid. 

This drug, with the name brand 
Narcan, if administered in time can 
reverse the effects of an opioid or 
heroin overdose. 

The decrease is the result of a 
combined effort by law enforcement, 
EMTs, the health department, the 
Substance Abuse Task Force and the 
Hendricks County Health Partner-
ships. These dedicated organizations 
and individuals deserve our gratitude.

According to data released by the 
Indiana Health Department and other 
outlets, from 2006-2012, 92 opioid 
prescriptions per 100 people were 
given in Hendricks County. By 2017, it 
was down to 65 per 100. 

These numbers may not prevent 
the next drug epidemic, but it is im-
portant to see how this crisis that has 
put such a strain on our resources be-
gan. From the coroner to the Depart-
ment of Child Services to foster par-
ent shortage, the epidemic was real 
and more impactful than the corona-
virus from China. 

The tide may be turning, but each 
death is tragic and unnecessary. They 
represent a real person with a family 
and friends, not just a statistic.

I don’t want to take 
the time and words to 
say what a cliché says 

better and quicker.
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1 Christa Miller has served as 
the director of the Downtown 

Danville Partnership for four years. 
What other significant role does 
she play in the county?

❏ A. President of the Danville 
Chamber of Commerce
❏ B. Director of the Hendricks 
County Historical Museum
❏ C. Rental coordinator at the 
4-H Fairgrounds and Conference 
Complex
❏ D. Member of the Danville 
Town Council

2 A newly-acquired toy in 
the children’s bedroom at 

the Hendricks County Historical 
Museum is a doll named Buddy. 
He was used in the 1940s as an 
advertisement for what product? 

❏ A. Mountain Dew
❏ B. Shell gas
❏ C. Whitman’s candies
❏ D. Lee jeans

3 Cameron Stanley, a Tri-West 
senior on the school’s swim 

team, was the ICONic Athlete of 
the Week in the Feb. 7 issue. He 
has overcome learning challenges 
to carry a 3.5 GPA and now 
anticipates pursuing a mechanical 
engineering major at Anderson 
University. What local organization 
benefits from Cameron’s 
commitment as a volunteer?

❏ A. Hendricks County Special 
Olympics
❏ B. Misty Eyes Animal Shelter
❏ C. Hendricks County Senior 
Services
❏ D. Hendricks County Food 
Pantry Coalition

4 Which community sent four 
middle-school students to 

Orlando to play in the eighth 
grade All-American Hall of Fame 
football game Jan. 25?

❏ A. Avon
❏ B. Brownsburg
❏ C. Plainfield
❏ D. Danville

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured 
in the Feb. 7 issue of the 

Brownsburg/Danville ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 29 
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN

VIEWS

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each 
issue, we’ll share one with you …

In Minnesota citizens may not enter Wiscon-
sin with chickens on their heads.
 

SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

“The best thing to 
hold onto in life is 

each other.”
– Audrey Hepburn

QUOTE

INDOT survey crews were 
spotted 1000 North and 

Indiana 267 preparing for plans to 
install a stoplight at the dangerous 
intersection in Brownsburg. 

Brownsburg Parks began 
installation of a year-round 

restroom facility Feb. 13 at Cardinal 
Park. The location will be convenient 
for users of the new dog park set to 
open this spring as well as B&O Trail 
users. 

Drivers who don’t stop for 
school buses with stop signs 

out and lights flashing. Stop in all 
directions for a school bus that is 
loading or unloading.

2020 Scholarship applications 
are now available from the 

Danville Kiwanis at danvillekiwanis.
org.

 Danville Community High 
School juniors Melanie 

Fougerousse, Hallie Jackson, Audrey 
O’Neal and Abigail Yarnell were 
named to the Rising Stars of Indiana 
Class of 2021 by the Indiana Associa-
tion of School Principals.

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds 

and Conference Complex 
is designed to meet any 
of your social meeting 

needs:  banquets, meetings, 
seminars or wedding events 
- we can do it all! Our friendly
and knowledgable staff are
ready to make your event

worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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Puzzle Time

Answers See Page 29

PUZZLES

4 3
5 1 2

1 5 2 8 6
1 3

5 3
5 9

6 7 4 2 9
9 3 4

6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 2/29/20

ACROSS
1. Altar vow
4. Jungle trek
10. Breakfast chain
14. Body of eau
15. Draw out
16. Roman tyrant
17. Prestwick Country 

Club pro’s grp.
18. Gateway
19. Implore
20. Indiana basketball 
coach
23. Set free
24. Get to
28. Miss Indiana ___ 

USA
29. Indy 500 entry
33. Orange Muppet
34. CIA kin
37. Horse halter
38. $$$ dispenser
39. Purdue basketball 
coach

42. Nabokov novel
44. Lucas Oil Stadium 
crowd sound
45. Feeling blue
46. “Need an ark? I Noah 
guy,” e.g.
47. Early Mexican
49. Funny stuff
53. Elevate
55. Good-natured
58. Butler basketball 
coach
62. Singer Del Rey
65. Enchant
66. Numero ___
67. Prayer ender
68. “One if by land” man
69. USN rank
70. Leopard’s mark
71. Oscar and Tony
72. IND wanders

DOWN
1. Make known
2. Thermometer unit
3. Delphi HS mascot
4. Old photo tint
5. Lily plants
6. Less flexible
7. IRT play part
8. Mideast money
9. “___ cost you!”
10. Harden
11. That girl
12. Dot follower, 
sometimes
13. “The Purloined 
Letter” writer
21. Reddish dye
22. Printing errors

25. Trump cabinet 
member with a home 
in Indy
26. Camp bed
27. Clothes line
30. In the know
31. ISU frat letter
32. A long time
35. Rock layers
36. All-inclusive
39. “Hand,” in an Avon 
HS Spanish class
40. One way to stand
41. Painter Degas
42. IMPD alert
43. Dave & Buster, e.g.

48. More tranquil
50. Snatch
51. Pituitary and thyroid
52. Lady of Spain
54. Italics feature
56. Oslo inlet
57. West Chase Golf 
Club warnings
59. Purse maker Bradley
60. Over again
61. Volcanic flow
62. ___ Vegas
63. Band blaster
64. Opposite of paleo-
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• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

By John Mollaun

If you are fa-
miliar with the Bible, answer me one 
question: Who is your favorite Bible 
character (other than Jesus)? Think 
about it. Got your answer? 

Ok, now how would you rate your-
self in comparison to this person? 
Worse? Much worse? Is it because you 
don’t have the strength of Sampson, 
the loyal devotion of Ruth or the bold 
courage of Paul? Are you not sure if 
you would have Noah’s faith to build 
an ark in the face of criticism? 

I understand. 
What if I told you that you are bet-

ter than each of these individuals? 
Ecclesiastes 9:4 says, “For whoever 

is joined with all the living, there is 
hope; surely a live dog is better than a 
dead lion.” 

There it is. Whomever you named 
as your favorite person listed in the 
Bible, they are dead. They may have 
been a “lion” while alive, but they are 
still dead. And you, as a living person 
reading this, are alive. You may con-
sider yourself a “dog” by comparison, 
but as a live dog you are better than 
that dead lion!  

No one who calls Hope Health-
care Services asks to speak to Noah. 
Or Mary. Or King David. They ask to 
speak to Chet or Becki or someone 
at the other end of the line (like one 
of our grace-filled volunteers) when 
they are seeking healthcare resources 
offered through the clinic. They seek 
someone who might bring them 
hope in the midst of difficulty.

When your child is sick, do they cry 

As a living person, you can offer more 
hope to others than biblical heroes 

DEVOTIONAL

John Mollaun is the executive 
director of Hope Healthcare 
Services in Avon. HOPE patients 
are unable to obtain health 
insurance and do not qualify 
for government programs. 
They are treated by staff and 

medical and dental professionals who volunteer 
their time. Contact HOPE at (317) 272-0708 or visit 
myhopehealth.org.

out for Moses or Mommy? When a co-
worker needs a listening ear, do they 
seek out Abraham, or do they drop by 
your desk?

The verse says that as a living per-
son, there is hope. You can bring hope 
to others. Listen, write an encourag-
ing note or do an act of kindness to 
someone who can never repay you. 

Are you hurting or losing hope? 
Hope is found in the person of Jesus 
who is very much alive. The words 
of the song “Because He Lives” say, 
“Because He [Jesus] lives, I can face 
tomorrow.” 

Jesus’ resurrection brings hope. 
Seek Him.

COFFEE WITH 
A COOP
ENJOY A COFFEE WITH OUR ENERGY ADVISORS 
AND GET YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY ANSWERED FROM 8-10 AM!

MARCH 11 milk & honey
111 S Vine St
Plainfield, IN 46168

Learn More at hendrickspower.com

the beehive
55 E Main St
Danville, IN 46122

APRIL 15

best friends coffee
1060 E Main St
Brownsburg, IN 46112

MAY 20

starbucks 
9719 E US 36 #A
Avon, IN 46123

JUNE 17
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Reasonably-priced
climate-controlled

 storage space
 in Avon

Call 317.918.0334

HEALTH

How does stress affect heart health?
LIFE'S 

CHOICES

Dr. Kyle Frick is a cardiologist at IU 
Health West Hospital. Contact him 
at (317) 274-0767.

Stress leads to bad habits, 
and it is those bad habits 

that can have negative 
effects on your heart health.

By Dr. Kyle Frick, 
cardiologist at IU Health 
West Hospital

It’s only natural for people to expe-
rience stress. Whether it’s caused by 
an unexpected bill, important dead-
line or rush hour traffic, our bodies 
react differently to stress. 

While stress has been linked to 
mood swings, interfering with sleep 
schedules and appetite, is it linked to 
heart health? I will shed  light on how 
stress can affect heart health. 

If you’ve ever been late for work 
or an important appointment, you 
might have felt your heart begin to 
race, started breathing quicker and 
felt tense. 

You feel these reactions because 
in that stressful moment or time pe-
riod, your body produces adrenaline, 
creating a “fight-or-flight” response, 
which prepares your body for action. 
We know that stress can have direct 
adverse effects on heart health in 
some people. Though, more com-
monly stress leads to bad habits, and 
it is those bad habits that can have 

high in fat and sugar. Meals that have 
a high unhealthy fat content can raise 
cholesterol levels and increase your 
risk of a heart attack. 

Lack of sleep
Not getting enough sleep increases 

the risk of heart disease regardless of 
your age, weight, smoking and ex-
ercise habits. When your body goes 
through long periods without deep 
sleep, your heart rate and blood pres-
sure are affected, which can increase 
your chance of having heart problems.

While stress is unavoidable, there 
are other ways to manage it that are 
better for your heart health. A few 
healthy ways to manage stress in-
clude exercising, maintaining a posi-
tive attitude, listening to music and 
avoiding screen time, even if just for 
15 to 20 minutes a day. 

negative effects on your heart health. 
Here are three examples:

Smoking and alcohol use 
When people become stressed, 

they may turn to alcohol or tobacco to 
calm their nerves and alleviate those 
stressful feelings. However, smoking 
and excess alcohol consumption have 
been shown to increase blood pres-
sure, damage artery walls and affect 
cholesterol, all of which heavily influ-
ence your heart health and chances of 
getting heart disease. 

Stress eating 
While stress can decrease someone’s 

appetite, it can also substantially in-
crease it. People tend to crave comfort 
foods when they’re stressed. When our 
bodies are stressed, they crave foods 

Serving Hendricks Co. Since 1978

Neat Quality Work 
Interior Painting

• Wallpaper Removal 
• Drywall Repair 
• Fully Insured 
• FREE Estimates!

Mike Wright Painting
Danville

317-697-7803

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana
MONDAY – FEBRUARY 24TH – 10:00 AM

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 
MEN’S WRIST WATCHES 

GLASSWARE - PRIMITIVES - COLLECTIBLES 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 
HAND & POWER TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
Owner: Several Consignors  

Auctioneers Note: 10% Buyer’s Premium. 
For more info & photos visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com
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From packing to traveling, 
follow these 5 safety tips 

for your next vacation
By William Gott

If you are like us, one 
of our initial fears about traveling 
was being safe. Being in a new place, 
around new people and new cultures 
concerned us; it almost prevented us 
from traveling. Yet, after a few trips, 
our fears began to subside.

Many of our fears were of our own 
thoughts and not based on real evidence.

Most people desire to live in a safe 
place and work to maintain their cit-
ies and neighborhoods so others are 
also safe.

Because others want to be safe, it 
doesn’t mean you should skip any 
concern about safety or keep being 
safe from your mind as you travel. 
Safety should always be on your 
mind, even in your own home. 

To be safe while you travel takes a 
little preparation, and begins when 
you pack. Here are the top 10 ways you 
can stay safe on your next vacation.

Dress conservatively.
To avoid being a target, dress con-

servatively. A flashy wardrobe or one 
that is too casual can mark you as a 
tourist. As much as possible, avoid the 
appearance of affluence.

Travel light. 
If you do, you can move more 

quickly and will be more likely to have 
a free hand. You will also be less tired 
and less likely to set your luggage 
down, leaving it unattended.

Leave valuables at home. 
Carry the smallest amount of valu-

ables necessary for your trip and plan 
a place or places to conceal them.

Don’t carry cash.
Bring one or two major credit cards 

instead of cash.
Buy travel protection  

before you travel. 
While you can do your part to protect 

yourself, some things are unforeseen. 
For this reason, buying travel protection 
is a smart investment for you. 

Vacations are too precious and few 
for it to be interrupted by something 
that can be minimized with a little 
planning. We hope these top five 
ways you can stay safe on your next 
vacation do that — keep you safe. The 
next time you begin to pack for your 
vacation, think about your safety.

TRAVEL

Will and Nikki Gott are owners 
of Magnified Vacations 
CruiseOne, a locally owned and 
operated Travel Agency, located 
in Avon.

I D O S A F A R I I H O P
M E R E L I C I T N E R O
P G A P O R T A L U R G E
A R C H I E M I L L E R
R E L E A S E R E A C H
T E E N R A C E R Z O E

N S A W H O A A T M
M A T T P A I N T E R

A D A R O A R S A D
P U N A Z T E C G A G S
B O O S T A F F A B L E

L A V A L L J O R D A N
L A N A E N A M O R U N O
A M E N R E V E R E C D R
S P O T A W A R D S T S A

4 7 2 3 6 8 5 1 9
5 6 8 9 1 4 7 2 3
9 1 3 7 5 2 8 4 6
8 4 6 2 7 9 1 3 5
7 2 1 5 4 3 9 6 8
3 5 9 6 8 1 4 7 2
6 8 7 4 2 5 3 9 1
2 9 5 1 3 7 6 8 4
1 3 4 8 9 6 2 5 7

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 26

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Words: ALLEY, 
FRAME, LANE, SPARE, SPLIT, STRIKE; Synonyms: BIG, 
GIANT, GRAND, GREAT, HUGE; Mayors: GOLDSMITH, 
HUDNUT, LUGAR, PETERSON; Museums: CHILDREN’S, 
EITELJORG, INDIANA STATE; Additives: CREAM, SUGAR; 
Location: MISHAWAKA

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 25

1. C
2. D
3. A
4. B

LIFESTYLE

Teacher of the Month
2019-2020

Swartout Dental is the official ICON 
Brownsburg Teacher of the Month sponsor.

Mrs. Esterline  
Delaware Trail Kindergarten

by Katie Finn
Mrs. Esterline is a kind teacher. She says 

nice things to the kids in my class and always 
has a smile on her face. She loves to give 

compliments to the students in our class. Mrs. 
Esterline gives us fun ways to learn to read 

like Tic-Tac-Toe Letters, Letter Hunt, and with 
catchy songs. One of her favorite things to do 
that I love so much is to surprise us with fun 
activities like on the 100th day of school and 
by picking mystery students that make good 

choices. Mrs. Esterline is the best!

Teacher of the Month Julie Esterline with Jen Finn and Dr. Jack Swartout. 
Photo by Eric Pritchett

Kids, if you attend a Hendricks County School, we want 
to know who has the coolest teacher! Send your name, 
address and telephone number along with a 100-word 

summary of why your teacher should be honored as the 
Swartout Dental/Hendricks County ICON’s Teacher of 

the Month to teacher@icontimes.com. The deadline for 
nominations for March Teacher of the Month are due 
Feb. 29th. The winning student and teacher will both 

receive $25 gift cards to Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time 
to nominate a deserving teacher from your school.
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Save winter’s forced spring 
bulbs to bloom next year

GARDENING By John Chapin

Potted tulips, 
hyacinths, crocus or daffodils make 
popular purchases for Valentine’s Day 
or just to brighten the waning days 
of winter. These bulbs have been 
specially treated to force into early 
bloom. 

Most are discarded after bloom-
ing. However, it is not only possible, 
but very easy to save these bulbs for 
many years of enjoyment in the gar-
den.

After the blooms have faded, cut 
them off to prevent energy-draining 
formation of seed pods. Remove any 
decorative foil or other wrapping. 
Place the pot in a sunny window, pref-
erably a south or west facing one. A 
cool room is ideal, but not necessary. 

It’s important to fertilize the bulbs 
now so they can form next year’s 
flower buds. Use any general liquid 
or granular fertilizer. Keep the pot 
well-watered, but not soaking. Sun 
and fertilizer will result in good bud 
formation. 

In a few weeks, the foliage will com-
pletely yellow and start drying up. 
Don’t be in a rush to cut it off. Wait 
till the leaves are brown and crinkly, 

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school 
teacher and sole proprietor of 
Chapin Landscaping in Danville. He 
has over 30 years’ experience in the 
landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

then remove them. Stop watering the 
bulbs. You can leave the pots on the 
sill, or put them in the garage until 
later this spring. 

When the ground is workable, you 
can plant your bulbs outdoors. I’ve 
actually forgotten a few pots in the 
garage till fall, but that’s okay, too. 
Dump the bulbs out of the pot, gently 
separating the clump. 

Plant each species about three 
times deeper than the size of the 
bulb. Crocus will just be a few inches 
under, while tulips and daffodils 
should be planted about four inches 
deep.

Although not necessary, if you mix 
in a little fertilizer or bone meal (a 
traditional bulb food) at the bottom 
of the hole, the bulbs will be all the 
happier. 

You can enjoy many years of 
blooms this way. Happy gardening!

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

Saving this season’s 
forced bulbs can 
produce beautiful 
blooms next spring. 
(Photo by John 
Chapin)
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By Curtis Honeycutt

Apparently, this is 
a big year for politics. While you read 
that last sentence, roughly 70 trillion 
people tweeted something negative 
about whichever political party they 
don’t like. It’s hard to avoid politics, 
especially in a presidential election 
year. This article is no different.

Please, Grammar Guy, stay in your 
lane. Believe me: I will! I don’t want 
the emails. 

Many people have asked me about 
terminology when it comes to our 
two predominant parties in Ameri-
can politics. Specifically, people have 
asked about the terms “Democrat” 
vs. “Democratic” Party. Republicans 
belong to the “Republican Party,” so 
why don’t democrats belong to the 
“Democratic Party?”

As a side note, you should capi-
talize the name of a political move-
ment only when it’s followed by the 
term “party.” For instance, “Bill is a 
democrat.” “Bob is a member of the 
Republican Party.” “My boss Karen is a 
total fascist.” If the political movement 
is named after a person (or another 
proper noun), capitalize it: Gene is a 
total Marxist. Are you with me so far?

There’s a simple answer to the 
question regarding “Democrat” or 
“Democratic” Party: grammatically 
speaking, a noun can’t modify anoth-
er noun. “Democrat” is a noun, while 
“democratic” is an adjective. In order 
to modify “Party,” we need the adjec-
tive “Democratic” to be grammatically 

GRAMMAR

Refuse to be party to bad 
grammar, whether you’re  

a Democrat or Republican

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally 
award-winning syndicated humor 
writer. Connect with him on 
Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

correct. “Republican” serves as both a 
noun and an adjective, depending on 
the context.

I suppose the same could be said 
of the Bull Moose Party, with “Bull 
Moose” serving both as two nouns 
and a singular adjective. As another 
side note, the Bull Moose Party was 
named as such because Teddy Roo-
sevelt, the unofficial party’s unoffi-
cial founder, referred to himself as fit 
as a “bull moose.” “Bullmoosian” just 
doesn’t sound right.

To refer to the Democratic Party 
as the “Democrat Party” is at least 
grammatically incorrect. Based on my 
research, “Democrat Party” has been 
used by opponents as an intentionally 
derogatory term since the 1940s. So, 
at best, calling the Democratic Party 
the “Democrat Party” is bad grammar. 

In an attempt to have awesome 
grammar, say “Democratic Party.” It’s 
fine to disagree when it comes to our 
politics, but we are more alike than 
we are different. I think we should 
have far more parties – and by that, 
I mean Monday boxed wine parties, 
cheese parties, “Bachelorette” watch 
parties and, yes, even grammar par-
ties. 

LIFESTYLE

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50

Spend Save
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100

Spend Save
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com • 10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Get It Fixed Now Coupon!
Save Up to

$150
On Any Repair

With coupon only. Most cars and light 
trucks. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 2/29/20

TsT Construction  and Roofing
Tip of the Month   
By Tom S. Truesdale

317-550-8677

TsT Construction  
Roofing & General Contracting Services

Helping people one job at a time...

Brownsburg, IN • tom@tst-construction.com
tst-construction.com

Decks, Patios and Pavers
Spring is almost here and as the weather 
improves spending relaxing time outside 
with friends and family is an american 
tradition. An addition to or construction 
of a new deck, patio or paver area can add 
value to your home while providing outdoor 
recreational space. There are many options 
and several things that should be considered 
before beginning construction of a new 
patio, paver area or deck.

Consider Size & Layout:
•  How many people would you like to 

accommodate?
•  What type of outdoor furniture do you plan 

to purchase?
• Will the space be used for outdoor cooking?
• Think about shading from the sun.

Decks:
•  Treated lumber is the most cost effective 

but comes with ongoing maintenance and 
upkeep.

•  Composite products are available and can 
be affordable but upfront material costs are 
higher than treated wood products.

•  Lifetime guarantees are available on some 
products.

•  Composite products as virtually maintenance 
free.

•  Fully composite handrail systems with 
decorative caps, in a variety of colors and 
railing spindles, can add ascetic uniqueness; 
the possibilities are virtually endless.

Concrete Patios:
•  Concrete is a great option to consider if your 

project is being built at ground level.
•  Concrete is extremely durable and low 

maintenance.
•  Up front placement cost is generally higher 

than wood but less than composite decking.
•  Stamped concrete can provide a decorative 

look and the options are endless.
•  Stamped concrete can equal or exceed the 

cost of a composite deck, depending on the 
complexity of the pattern.

Paver Areas:
•  Pavers can provide a great blend with 

landscaping and planting.
•  Proper installation is labor intensive and 

critical with paver or else freeze thaw cycles 
can disrupt and damage the product.

•  Pavers systems can be built to incorporate a 
fire pit or custom outdoor fireplace. Something 
decks and concrete can not do.

Whether your project is a deck, concrete patio 
or an outdoor paver system, the options vary 
greatly from system to system, site to site. 
Planning and research of products should be 
carefully reviewed before starting your project. 
Depending on your location and type of 
project, permitting may be required. Review 
your local building codes and always consult 
with a local qualified contractor for advise and 
guidance. Hope you enjoy the upcoming spring 
season with family and friends and I hope you 
have found this months dialog helpful.
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1111 N. Ronald Reagan Parkway  |  Avon, IN 46123

Learn more at iuhealth.org/west-heart

THE ONLY 24/7 ONSITE CATH LAB AND 
CARDIAC CARE TEAM IN HENDRICKS COUNTY 
IS AT IU HEALTH WEST HOSPITAL. 

With a Heart Attack...
Minutes Matter.  




