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Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088  
or email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. Remember, our 
news deadlines are several days 
prior to print. 
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of The Hendricks County ICON publisher, 
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The Hendricks County ICON is devoted 
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or email lyla@icontimes.com.
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Voters will choose in three contested  
Hendricks County Commissioners races

Hendricks County Commissioners and 
County Council seats have competition 
lined up for the May 5 primary election.

Republicans running for the District 
2 Commissioners seat include: Dana L. 
Carter, Brownsburg; David H. Cox, Avon; 
Dennis Dawes, Brownsburg; David Emery, 
Brownsburg; and Daniel J. Smith, Pittsboro.

Republican County Council District 3 
at-large candidates include: incumbent 
Larry R. Hesson, Plainfield; Glenn Adams, 
Brownsburg; Troy Austin, Brownsburg; 

Kendall Hendricks, Brownsburg; David F. 
Jackson, Avon; Michael Neal, Brownsburg; 
James Reynolds, Plainfield and David L. 
Wyeth, North Salem.

Democrats running for as County 
Council District 3 at-large candidates 
include: Marty Reid, Avon; James R. 
Rowings, Pittsboro and Cheryl Teague-
McClendon, Indianapolis.

myhcicon.com/commissioners-and-
county-council-seats-up-for-grabs-as-

candidate-filing-ends-today/

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.

CORRECTION: The Where I Dine section of the Jan. 24 and 31 Faith on 
Food incorrectly listed the address for Rusted Silo in Lizton instead of Opa!, 
at 7900 E. U.S. 36, Avon. The ICON apologizes for the error. 

Professional Office 
Space Available

Located at  
7378 Business 

Center Drive, Avon

1,000 Square Ft

Contact Wade @ 
317-614-5402 Avon HS teacher selected for environmental award

Hendricks County Solid Waste 
Management District selected Avon High 
School environmental science teacher 
Lisa Kern for its Environmental Education 
Award. 

Kern has taught at AHS since 2002 with 
classes including anatomy, physiology and 
AP environmental science. She sponsors 
the Eco Club.

“She exemplifies high-quality 
environmental education in both her 
personal and professional life,” said 
Amy Sieferman, outreach coordinator 
for the Hendricks County Solid Waste 
Management District. “As a classroom 
teacher, Mrs. Kerns utilizes practical 
application of the concepts taught in the 
classroom. Her students can be found 
creating gardens and volunteering along 
with classroom studying. Her influence 
stretches out into the community, as 

well, where she organizes regular litter 
clean up events within Hendricks County. 
Environmentalism is a verb, and Mrs. Kern 
lives it every day.”

myhcicon.com/avon-hs-teacher-
selected-for-environmental-award

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  

you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Daniel Bridget (left), solid waste management 
board president; Amy Sieferman, outreach 
coordinator; Lenn Detwiler, executive director; 
Lisa Kern, Avon environmental science 
teacher; AHS principal Matthew Shockley and 
David Kern. (Photo provided by HCSWMD)
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Plainfield Town Council  
approves purchases, hears youth 

assistance program update 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved purchases for various town 
departments. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved several contracts with Butler, 
Fairman & Seufert.

WHAT HAPPENED: The 2020 Pavement Resurface and Ronald Reagan 
Parkway Maintenance bid was awarded. 

WHAT HAPPENED: During the public comment portion of the meeting, 
the council heard from Amy Boyles and Adam Hook. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The third reading of an ordinance establishing no 
parking on Elm Drive from West Oliver Avenue to Sycamore Drive was 
read but tabled. 

WHAT HAPPENED: ?The council adopted three resolutions.

WHAT IT MEANS: Per the fleet and services report, it approved the purchase of 
a Toyota Camry and Ford Escape for approximately $68,000. An amount of near-
ly $30,000 was also approved for David Rausch Studio Architecture for services 
related to the Richard  A. Carlucci Recreation and Aquatic Center remodel. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The civil engineer company was approved for administra-
tion services with the Richard A. Carlucci Rec Center in the amount of $49,900. 
The company will also receive $198,000 for professional services related to the 
Plainfield Nature Park Planning Project. They will also be offering services for 
the Northwest Drainage Improvement at Redbud Lake Outfall, Saratoga Park-
way Inlets and Nottinghill Pond for just over $100,000. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Calumet Contractors was awarded the bid for $1,578,000. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Amy Boyles is the 
director of the Hendricks County 
Youth Assistance Program. She an-
nounced the organization would 
accept 10 applications this month, 
followed by a summer evaluation, 
in preparation to moving to full 

potential for the 2020-21 school year. 
Hook from Race Maker Produc-

tions requested approval for the sixth 
annual No Luck Run on March 15 at 
the Shops at Perry Crossing. Funds 
raised will go toward childhood hun-
ger initiatives. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The ordinance was tabled to discuss at the next meeting 
because several residents expressed concern, and an amended ordinance is in 
process, prohibiting parking during school hours only. 

WHAT IT MEANS: One resolution was 
adopted for the preliminary desig-
nation of an economic revitalization 
area and qualifying real property and 
improvements for tax abatement. 

A request from the Plainfield Police 
Department was approved to dispose 
of surplus property, and a resolution for 
the inter local cooperation agreement 
with the Town of Avon was adopted. 

Compiled by Melissa Gibson

The Plainfield Town Council met 
Feb. 10 for a work session and the 

regular council session at the Plain-
field Fire Territory, 591 Moon Road. 
The next meeting will be 7 p.m. Feb. 
24.

*2019 G70 2.0T AWD. STOCK #GN1007. MSRP: $43,520.
36 MONTH LEASE, 10,000 MILES PER YEAR. $14,900 ONE
PAY LEASE. PAYMENT DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE,
DESTINATION ($995), ACQUISITION FEE ($750), $199

DOCUMENT PREPARATION FEE, AND ANY ADDED
DEALER  ACCESSORIES. TO WELL QUALIFIED LESSEES
THRU GENESIS MOTORS FINANCE. ENDS 2/29/20.

GENESISOFNOBLESVILLE.COMGENESISOFNOBLESVILLE.COM

MOTORTREND
2019 CAR OF THE YEAR

RATED NUMBER ONE
LUXURY BRAND BY 

CONSUMER REPORTS

THREE YEARS
PAID MAINTENANCE

FREE VALET SERVICE
PICKUP AND DELIVERY

TEN MINUTES NORTH OF
I-465 ON HIGHWAY 37

CALL TERRY LEE DIRECT

317-674-7401

MOTORTREND
2019 CAR OF THE YEAR

RATED NUMBER ONE
LUXURY BRAND BY 

CONSUMER REPORTS

THREE YEARS
PAID MAINTENANCE

FREE VALET SERVICE
PICKUP AND DELIVERY

TEN MINUTES NORTH OF
I-465 ON HIGHWAY 37

CALL TERRY LEE DIRECT

317-674-7401

SINGLE PAY LEASESINGLE PAY LEASE

2019 GENESIS G702019 GENESIS G70

$14,900*
ONLY

ORDER YOUR NEW
2021 GV80 NOW!
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Avon resident Brittany Anderson 
turned painful diagnoses into  
a journey helping others
By Stephanie Dolan

Brittany Anderson suffers from painful diseases 
that affect her daily life, and she’s using her voice 
to fight for others in similar situations. 

The 35-year-old Avon resident deals with pain 
from several illnesses including fibrous dysplasia, 
an illness that turns bone into fibrous tissue that 
doctors often refer to as “ground glass.” 

“The main disease I suffer from is fibrous dys-
plasia,” she said. “This means my bones become 
incredibly thin along with many other problems.”

Her other diagnoses include fibromyalgia, 
trigeminal neuralgia, adrenal insufficiency and 
growth hormone deficiency.

For the second year in a row Anderson will trav-
el to Capitol Hill Feb. 25-28 for Rare Disease Week. 

She will be among 800 patients from all over 
the country and caregivers who will act as rare 
disease advocates. They will meet with mem-
bers of Congress, learn about policy updates and 
brush up on best practices for successful advo-
cacy.

One of Anderson’s goals is to get lawmakers to 
sponsor the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act that will 
give people with genetic mutations the ability to 
have dental care.

“Right now, stuff like that and many other sur-
geries are considered cosmetic,” she said. “I lost all 
my teeth three years ago due to my disease shift-
ing them. I’m hoping for the act to get passed so 
that I can have teeth again.”

Anderson met with U.S. Rep. Greg Pence (R-
Indiana) and U.S. Senator Mike Braun (R-Indiana) 
who agreed to sponsor the bill. 

Anderson’s diseases mainly affect her facial 
bones. Fibrous dysplasia is associated with a hor-
monal issue called McCune-Albright syndrome, 
and Anderson has had her pituitary gland re-
moved.

“I depend on steroids and other medications to 
live, so it gave me a few conditioners like diabetes 
insipidus, which is a form of water diabetes that 
has to do with salt instead of sugar,” she said. “My 

thirst and urine output is what tells me I need 
extra medicine or that I need to see my doctor. 
The color of my urine tells me things, too. That 
condition has caused me to suffer a lot of brain 
damage.”

Her diagnosis goes back 16 years when she 
underwent what should have been a routine 
surgery in 2004. The doctor who was filling in for 
her regular physician ignored protocol, sending 
Anderson’s sodium levels soaring to a life-threat-
ening level.

“The fix for that should have been a three to 
four day process,” she said. “But that doctor did it 
in five hours. After that I couldn’t walk or talk on 
my own for about two years.”

She can now move and speak on her own, but 
she is still afflicted with a movement disorder  
called chorea that gives her tremors.

“I still feel like a child inside,” she said. “That’s 
something that’s never gotten better and still 
affects me greatly. It’s really affected my level of 
confidence.”

Anderson is now cortisol dependent and will 
rely on steroids for the rest of her life.

“In an emergency or when I have a fever, I may 
need a shot,” she said. “It can be very dangerous.”

While some of her problems were a result of 
the surgery, Anderson was born with fibrous dys-
plasia but wasn’t diagnosed until she was a teen-
ager when she had a tooth pulled at 13 and the 
swelling didn’t subside.

“Getting the tooth pulled kind of activated it,” 

she said. “That’s when the pain started. Shortly af-
ter that, by the time I was 15, I had a brain tumor 
removed. That surgery really activated it. Within 
three months my face was really big, so they had 
to go in immediately and perform surgery.”

When she was a teenager, doctors didn’t know 
what to say to patients with her condition about 
their futures, Anderson said, and that affected her 
outlook on life.

“There was no one to relate to,” she said. “It got 
a lot worse. I dealt with a lot of bullying. I was told 
I looked like a monster. If I went around people 
with kids, the kids would ask me what was wrong 
with me. People would stare at me, so I stopped 
going out. At one point, I didn’t even have mirrors 
around me. It took a great toll on me.”

Anderson’s mother Vanita Bratcher was a single 
mother who took care of her daughter on her 
own.

“She kept me with her at all times,” Anderson 
said. “She started making sure I got out of the 
house. She’s taken me camping and fishing to 
make sure I stayed engaged. My own dad couldn’t 
even look at me at that time. He said it made him 
sad. My mom never did that.”

Anderson still lives with her mother, her mom’s 
boyfriend and her two nieces.

“Being able to take care of Brittany has meant 
everything to me,” Bratcher said. “I’ve hated 
that she’s gone through this, but we’ve pulled 

Continued on Page 5

Brittany Anderson, 35, Avon, suffers from several rare diseases. She will advocate for patients in similar situations during 
Rare Disease Week Feb. 25-28 in Washington, D.C. She’s specifically asking legislators to pass the Ensuring Lasting Smiles 
Act. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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together and done what we 
needed to do. It’s made me realize 
I have a little more strength than I 
always thought I had.”

Taking care of her daughter 
definitely brought them closer to-
gether, Bratcher said.

“We’ve always been togeth-
er, and we always will,” she said. 
“I’d never let her leave my side. I 
need her, too. A lot of my strength 
comes from her. There are days 
when I’m just so tired, but she’s 
always there to help me refocus. 
She’s my light at the end of the 
tunnel.”

She’s proud of her daughter’s 
willingness to represent others like 
her in Washington, D.C., but she 
also worries.

“I worry because she’s alone, but 
I’m excited for her to go,” Bratcher 
said. “She wants to talk to the sen-
ators and make her voice known. 
She wants to bring awareness. 
That’s one of her main goals in life.”

Anderson’s sister Catreena also 
said she’s a local advocate. 

“What she’s doing is so motiva-
tional,” Catreena Anderson said. 
“She’s learned so much, and she 
has some options that a lot of rare 
disease patients don’t have. I’m so 
proud of her.”

Her sister’s illnesses taught Ca-
treena how unfortunate things 
can be for innocent people.

“It’s shown me how to be grate-
ful and do as much with my life as I 
can,” she said. 

Brittany Anderson copes with 
her down moments leaning into a 
Facebook support group, color-
ing and keeping a journal. Helping 
care for her niece helped her shift 
from staying in bed to advocating 
for others. 

“Once I saw that she needed 
me, it’s like my whole mental state 
flipped,” Anderson said. “That’s also 
when I started advocating, using 
my journey in more of a positive 
way so she sees that. She knows 
what I go through, so I don’t want 
her to think it should stop you 
from trying to fulfill anything in 
life.”

COMMUNITY

Continued from Page 4

GETTING TO KNOW BRITTANY ANDERSON
What is your favorite food? 

Cheeseburgers
What are you currently 
reading? 

“Always Looking Up” by 
Michael J. Fox

Who or what inspires you? 
My nieces

What is your favorite TV 

show? 
“Alaskan Bush People”

What is your favorite movie? 
“Pretty Woman”

What do you do to relax? 
I like to put on my 
headphones and sit in my 
recliner, especially when I’m 
in a lot of pain.

Brittany Anderson reflects on growing up and living with rare diseases. She’s using her 
experience to help fight for others. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

FREEFREE
FURNACEFURNACE

TE
XT FREEE02 TO 41411 FOR A

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE
317-284-9145  |  petermanhvac.com

TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad

Are you considering replacing your  
air conditioning system this spring? Good news!  

At Peterman Heating, Cooling, and Plumbing “Free”-
bruary is one of our slower months &  

we need to keep our great installation crews busy.  
So to spark business during the slower month,  

we are offering a Bryant® 80% gas furnace  
absolutely FREE with the purchase of a Bryant®  

high efficiency cooling system.
VALID ON QUALIFYING SYSTEMS ONLY. 80% GAS FURNACE FREE WITH THE PURCHASE OF A BRYANT® HIGH EFFICIENCY COOLING SYSTEM. 

FREE ESTIMATES AVAILABLE. HOMEOWNER MUST BE PRESENT FOR THE ESTIMATE. FINANCING AVAILABLE. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUS 
PURCHASE. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS. RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS ONLY. VALID M – F DURING 

REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. MUST BE IN SERVICE AREA. SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL DETAILS. 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. EXPIRATION DATE 03/15/20.

GET A GET A FREE FURNACE!!!FREE FURNACE!!!

FEBRUARY IS FEBRUARY IS 
““FREEFREE””- BRUARY - BRUARY 

HERE AT HERE AT 

EXTENDED  EXTENDED  
15 YEAR PARTS  &  15 YEAR PARTS  &  

LABOR WARRANTY.LABOR WARRANTY.
72 MONTHS  72 MONTHS  

SPECIAL  SPECIAL  
FINANCING.FINANCING.
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ICONICbriefs
Daughters of the American Revolution 

banner program heads into final month
Through mid-March the Wa-Pe-

Key-Way Chapter of the 
National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Revo-
lution is promoting mili-
tary banners in Hendricks 
County. 

Residents can recog-
nize and honor Hendricks 
County veterans and ac-
tive military personnel 
with 30 by 60 inches ban-
ners on street light poles. 
The banners display the 
honorees’ photos on each 
side in color or black and 
white and list names and 
military service. 

Banners will go on 
display Memorial Day 
weekend. They will hang 
for one year and then be 

presented to the purchaser.
“The program has been 

very well received,” said 
Rhonda Beck, the chap-
ter’s veterans chair. “Our 
chapter has come to know 
so many Hendricks County 
veterans, and it’s been fun 
to see their photos.”

To be eligible, an indi-
vidual must have served, 
be honorably discharged 
or currently serving in 
the armed forces and 
have a valid connection 
to Hendricks County, past 
or present. They may be 
living, deceased, POW, KIA 
or MIA. 

Cost: $100. Contact 
Rhonda Beck, (317) 268-
6273 or (815) 953-2101.

We want to thank all of you who have come alongside us as we conducted the  
Hendricks County Community Needs Assessment to identify and address the 
most critical issues in our community. 
 

58 one-on-one meetings with community leaders
98 participants across 7 focus groups
3,048 survey responses
133 attendees for the Community Needs Reveal
133 attendees over Jan. 8th and 9th for our Addressing the Needs work sessions
116 registrations for our Jan. 28th and 29th work sessions 

 
Using the estimated national value of a volunteer hour, our community members 
have given HCCF over $53,000 worth of their time.  We are excited to continue 
the process of Addressing the Needs and creating solutions to the most 
pressing issues in Hendricks County.  Thank you for journeying with us.  
We could not have done it without you!

To see the full Needs Assessment Report and learn more about our next steps, 
visit our website at www.hendrickscountycf.org. 

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211 | Avon, Indiana 46123
317.268.6240 | www.hendrickscountycf.org

Thank you! 
2 0 1 9

Hendricks County Community Needs Assessment
Su m m a r y  o f  Re s u l t s

#DefiningNeedsLeadingChange

2019 Needs Assessment REPORT.indd   1

12/6/19   11:30 AM

Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars 
tickets go on sale

Tickets are now on sale for the 
sixth annual Dancing with the 
Hendricks County Stars April 18 at 
the Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville. Proceeds 
from the event will benefit the Hen-
dricks County Historical Museum.

“With the theme of the Roaring 
Twenties, it will be even more fun 
this year as the dancers perform 
their entertaining routines,” said 
Pat Baldwin, museum board presi-
dent. “This fundraiser allows the 
museum to continue sharing the 
history of the county and taking 
care of the items that are an im-
portant part of that mission.”

Nine Hendricks County resi-
dents have been chosen to per-
form this year: Melanie Nichols, 
Plainfield Recreation & Aquatic 
Center; Arielle Brown, IU Health 

West Hospital; Britter Matthews-
Cook, Ray’s Trash Service; Madison 
Henderson, Village of Avon; Su-
zanne Shafer, Shafer’s Collision and 
Republic Air; Chris Tincher, Avon 
Chick-fil-A; John Unison, Hendricks 
Regional Health; Steve Hite, Hen-
dricks Power and Ryan Morrison, 
The Well Community Church. Each 
is paired with an instructor from 
Arthur Murray Dance Center in 
Avon to prepare dance routines.

“We have a wonderful group of 
dancers this year. They are excited 
about raising funds for the Hendricks 
County Historical Museum,” said 
Deanna Hindsley, event coordinator.

Tickets are $65 online at hen-
drickscountymuseum.org or by 
mailing a check to Hendricks 
County Museum, P.O. Box 226, 
Danville, IN 46122.

This example shows 
how the banners 
honoring Hendricks 
County military 
veterans will look. 
(Photo provided by 
Rhonda Beck)
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Champions OF Philanthropy

presents

CHAMPION CHEVROLET OF AVON
183 S County Rd 525 East, Avon IN 46123 | 317-210-8041 | chevyofavon.com

HENDRICKS COUNTY’S

Kiwanis International gives back to the community by meeting the needs of 
children through local service projects.

Lori Hiatt remembers three years ago when the Kiwanis Club of Plainfi eld had only 
seven members. Since then, and under her leadership, club membership has grown 
1000 percent, to 70 members.

“We had 14 people join right before Christmas,” she said. “The club is really helping 
small businesses with all the networking we’re doing. I just love our club.”

Kiwanis Plainfi eld has been meeting at Chicago’s Pizza in Plainfi eld since its 
inception. Hiatt believes the club is about to outgrow the meeting space because the 
club’s focus on community events is creating interest among potential members.

Hiatt is responsible for the International Festival that was held in October in 
Plainfi eld. The fi rst of its kind in the area, more than 1,500 people attended, enjoying 

food and games from all over the world.
“I’m the one who went to the town to do that,” she said. “It was my idea. We think we had 1,700 people show up 

back on Oct. 5. The Community Foundation, Kiwanis and the town sponsored it. I’m happy to be a part of Plainfi eld. 
I had the backing from all three and it was great. They all paid for it.”

A current Kiwanis project is the sale of raffl  e tickets for a cruise. The money made will go toward scholarships for 
Plainfi eld students.

Hiatt is busy enough directing Plainfi eld Kiwanis, but she said she divides her time fairly evenly among that, the 
board of directors for the Hendricks County Community Foundation and the Plainfi eld Chamber of Commerce.

“I love the foundation and what they do,” she said. “This is my third year. And I’ve been with the chamber for seven 
years. I’ve had so many doors opened for me through the chamber, and the people that I’ve met have become 
lifelong friends. It’s provided business relationships that I never thought I’d have. All of my friends are the result of 
those organizations.”

Hiatt’s High Hopes for Hendricks County Show in Work, Volunteering Who is 
Lori Hiatt

Family: Fiancé, Rick Lee; 3 
children, 7 grandchildren

Occupation: Semi-retired. 
Previously worked at Hendricks 
Regional

Church: Branches Church

What are you currently 
reading? My favorite book: 
The Seven Spiritual Laws of 
Success by Deepak Chopra. I 
give this book to everybody.

What is your favorite TV Show? 
I watch a lot of basketball.

What is your favorite movie?  
“What’s Eating Gilbert Grape?”
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S E R V I C E S , inc

Furnace not  
working properly?  

Call us for a tuneup today. 
We can’t wait to hear  

from you, we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com to see what 
over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

ICONICbriefs
Lilly scholarships awarded 
to three area high school 

seniors
The Hendricks County Community Founda-

tion announced the recipients of the 2020 Lilly 
Endowment Community Scholarships. Toby Kult 
of Danville High School, Connor O’Neill of Avon 
High School and Sophia Whicker of Plainfield 
High School will each receive full tuition to an 
accredited public or private nonprofit college 
or university in Indiana. They will also receive 
a $900 yearly stipend for required books and 
equipment.

These students were awarded these presti-
gious scholarships based on significant com-
munity service, outstanding academic achieve-
ment and leadership skills.

The primary purposes of the Lilly Endow-
ment Community Scholarship Program are to 
help raise the level of educational attainment in 
Indiana, to increase awareness of the beneficial 
roles played by community foundations and to 
encourage the engagement of current and past 
scholars with each other and their communities.

Avon Girls 
Scouts launch 

Take Action 
community 

project
Girl Scout Troop 225 of 

Avon is launching a Take 
Action project to col-
lect donations benefiting 
Heaven After Hell Rescue in 
Indianapolis that helps un-
wanted or abused animals 
shelter while preparing 
them for adoption.

Until March 20, the troop 
is collecting paper towels 
and newspapers for the 
shelter. Donation bins are 
at Avon Sports Apparel, 
7710 E. U.S. 36, Avon and at 
Virtual Galaxy, 291 Shiloh 
Crossing Drive, Avon. 

 

Avon church 
offers seminars 

to guide 
through life 

changes
White Lick Presbyterian 

Church will host a series of 
seminars, Seasons of Life 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. Feb. 15 and 29 
and March 14, 2530 N CR 
600 E, Avon.

Recognizing that people 
face family challenges, 
these seminars help at-
tendees learn to navigate 
and plan for these changes. 
Topics include Becoming a 
Caregiver Feb. 15, Making 
Final Arrangements Feb. 
29  and Who is in Charge, 
Legally March 14.

For more information, 
call (317) 852-2840.

Firefighters 
association hosts 

workshop for local 
officials

The Hendricks County Profes-
sional Fire Fighters Association 
Local 4406 will host a workshop 
for elected and appointed offi-
cials 8 a.m.-2 p.m. March 7 at the 
Brownsburg Fire Territory training 
facility, 470 E. Northfield Drive, 
Brownsburg. The workshop, FIRE 
OPS 101, will include hands-on 
firefighting and rescue operations 
under controlled supervision of 
the county’s firefighters and para-
medics.

The goal is to show partici-
pants how challenging it is to 
keep communities safe. For more 
information, contact Andy North-
ern, jnorthern@brownsburgfire.
org or (812) 697-4737.
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©2020 IUHealth

1111 N. Ronald Reagan Parkway  |  Avon, IN 46123

Learn more at iuhealth.org/west-heart

THE ONLY 24/7 ONSITE CATH LAB AND 
CARDIAC CARE TEAM IN HENDRICKS COUNTY 
IS AT IU HEALTH WEST HOSPITAL. 

With a Heart Attack...
Minutes Matter.  
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Hendricks County’s most complete eye care provider.
Whippleeyecenter.com • 317.272.2020

Celebrate 20/20 in 2020 Dr. Robert McPike,  
Dr. Daniel Whipple,  

Dr. Daniel Spitzberg, 
and Dr. Elise Smith

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Dress donations in Avon make prom dreams a reality

COMMUNITY

Plainfield family raises money  
to get service dog for little girl

The 
num-
ber of 
com-
mu-
nity 
lead-
ers 
who 

met Jan. 28-29 to define 
community unity and 
collectively brainstorm 
outcomes and tactics to 
achieve greater unity in 
Hendricks County as part 
of an event put on by the 
Hendricks County Com-
munity Foundation. The 
event is the basis for two 
foundation grant appli-
cations.

Ro
m

an
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um
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al
s

80 80 
MORE MORE 
THANTHAN

By Lindsay Doty

Infectious giggles come from 4-year-old Bailee Wilbur, 
and she lights up when the bus comes for her half-day at 
preschool. The tiny blonde is doing her best but has al-
ready faced a lifetime of medical challenges.

“Looking back on everything that Bailee has been 
through, I don’t know how we have made it to where we 
are today,” said Brittany Brackett, Bailee’s mother.

Bailee suffered brain damage after contracting a virus in 
the delivery room and spent five weeks in intensive care. 
She’s nonverbal, has epilepsy and suffers from regular 
seizures that can be explosive and unpredictable, includ-
ing an episode in the bathtub where Bailee cracked her 
forehead.

“One of the types of seizures that she suffers from is 
myoclonic ‘drop attack’ seizures. These are devastating and 
have caused many injuries for Bailee, resulting in many ER 
visits for care,” said Brackett.

To help her daughter. The family is working to get Bailee 
a seizure alert dog that can let others know once a sei-
zure has occurred and predict episodes by picking up on 
changes in sweat and saliva.

“A seizure alert dog can detect the scent released before 
a seizure is going to occur, up to 45 minutes prior to the 
episode, giving the individual, parents or an ambulance 
a chance to react, get to a safe place, administer a rescue 
medication to potentially avoid the seizure all together, 
and in our case, bring awareness to a seizure that may 

have gone completely missed,” said Brackett.
The dogs are expensive and can cost up to $30,000 and 

aren’t always covered by insurance.
The family has started a GoFundMe account to help that 

has brought in more than $5,000 so far.
The support for Bailee has been heartwarming for the 

family. While having a medically-fragile child has come 
with more challenges than most parents will ever know, 
Brittany Brackett stays positive for her resilient and loving 
little girl.

“We celebrate successes in Bailee’s development no 
matter how big or small, and admittedly mourn on the dif-
ficult days for normalcy,” she said. “I think that can be said 
from any special need’s family, but, the joy far outweighs 
the grief.”

Dressed in pink, 
Bailee Wilbur, 
who suffers 
regularly from 
seizures, checks 
out a fountain. Her 
family is raising 
money for a special 
seizure alert dog 
that they believe 
could save her life. 
(Photo provided by 
Brittany Brackett)

Last year student volunteers at Avon High School organized racks and racks of donated dresses 
for the annual Girls’ Prom Essentials Sale. (Photos  provided by Avon Rotary) 

By Lindsay Doty

The dress, the heels, the tickets. The 
cost of prom can add up, and some 
students just can’t afford it. 

That’s why volunteers with the Avon 
High School Interact Club, a service-
minded group of high schoolers, have 
teamed up with the Avon Rotary for 
the ninth annual Girls’ Prom Essentials 
Sale where students can buy gently-
used dresses for $10, along with shoes 
($2) and accessories ($1).

Donations ranging from short and 
sparkly to princess-like gowns are be-
ing collected for the March 14 sale at 
Avon High School.

“It’s the most uplifting day we have. 
This is our big one, and we feel good 
about it,” said Pam Lyons, Avon Rotary 
public relations chair and liaison to the 
AHS Interact Club.

“Some girls just can’t afford it, so 
this is a way for them to go and have 
their moment,” said Lyons.

The retired Avon High School teach-
er still gets emotional thinking about 
some of the thankful parents and stu-
dents who have benefited from the 
sale.
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Dr. Daniel Spitzberg, 
and Dr. Elise Smith

Dress donations in Avon make prom dreams a reality

COMMUNITY

Ellie Hull, 7, paints with North Elementary art 
teacher Katie Pourcho and Emma Epperson, 8, as 
part of the Wrap Our Town in Love event Jan. 25. Art 
is on display this month throughout Danville.

(Above) Delbert Harmon, Town of Avon; Gary Emsweller, 
Hendricks County Park Board, Tracy Justice, Avon 
Community Heritage Festival worked together during the 
Hendricks County Community Foundation community 
unity event Jan. 28. (Left) Stephanie Singh, Town of 
Plainfield director of communications and marketing, took 
notes during the Hendricks County Community Foundation 
community unity event Jan. 28. (Photos by Faith Toole)

Ninth Annual Girls’ 
Prom Essentials Sale

When: 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.
March 14

Where: Avon High School, 
7203 E. U.S. 36, Avon

Advanced Learning Center. 
Shoppers enter door 3.

 
To Donate: 

Accept items: Formal or 
semi-formal dresses, jewelry, 

dressy shoes, evening 
purses may be dropped off 

at sites through March 6.
Drop off sites: Avon High 

School Door #1, 7575 E CR 
150 S; Cass & Co. Salon, 7374 
Business Center Drive, Avon; 

Scrubs by Pinque Lady at 
Prestwick at the Crossing, 
5201 E. US 36, #204, Avon.
Contact: Pam Lyons, lyons.

pam@gmail.com

(Left) The ladies of the Avon Rotary posed with 
some of the colorful dresses at last year’s sale prep. 
(Below) Pairs of dressy shoes and heels sat on 
display at the sale to be purchased for $2 a pair.

“We had a girl a few years ago 
come on her bike with a crumpled 
$10 bill in her pocket,” Lyons re-
called, choking back tears. “She said 
this is the reason she was able to go 
to prom.”

Avon Interact Club Sponsor and 
Avon High School teacher Heather 
Meunier calls the sale one of her fa-
vorite days of the year.

“I get to see the joy on faces of ex-
cited high school girls and the sighs 
of relief from their parents because 
the dream of prom is now more af-
fordable and realistic,” said Meunier. 
“A girl told me that she didn’t feel 
like she had experienced a lot of 
kindness and generosity in her life, 
but she felt like someone was finally 
looking out for her because of this 
sale.”

The event began in 2008 at a stu-
dent’s suggestion and has grown 
into an event boasting between 300 
to 500 dresses.

A high school janitor even created 
a giant closet where a collection of 

chiffon and sparkle can be sorted 
and stored pre-sale.

This year, the sale is open to any 
high school student, not just Avon. 
Around 80 student volunteers help 
with collections.

The ladies of the Avon Rotary run 
the event so students aren’t hesitant 
to discount shop in front of their 
classmates.

“When there is a girl who is em-
barrassed by her situation, we will 
take extra measures and let her 
come and shop privately,” said Ly-
ons. “We are all about service. That’s 
where our heart is,  so we really like 
that we’ve done our job.”

Proceeds go to Sheltering Wings, 
a shelter for domestic abuse victims 
based in Danville.  
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Avon train enthusiast takes hobby 
to mountain highs; inaugural Avon 

Train Show attracts hundreds
By Lindsay Doty

John and Connie Coy live in Avon 
but down in their basement, it’s al-
ways vacation in Montana’s Rocky 
Mountains.

Tucked downstairs, they have an 
impressive O gauge model train lay-
out covering 1,300 square feet. It rep-
licates the couple’s favorite getaway 
spot along northwestern Montana’s 
Glacier National Park.

“We just fell in love with it. This is 
our depiction, Connie and mine, of 
the real train line that runs through 
Glacier National Park, “ said Coy, a 
model train aficionado.

On Feb. 1, Coy and other train hob-
byists shared their passion at the 
inaugural Avon Train Show located 
inside Avon Town Hall. The Avon Parks 
and Recreation Department invited 
Coy to organize the first-time show 
after noticing how popular his trains 
were at a holiday event.

Coy, dressed like an engineer, en-
thusiastically joined other hobbyists 
for the show. He displayed his Time-
saver layout, chatting with guests 
young and old about engines and 
switches.  More than 500 people at-
tended.

He calls it a “resounding success” 
and never imagined that many peo-
ple would show up. 

“Words alone cannot express my 
sincere appreciation for those who 
displayed their layouts and those who 
came to see the layout at the train 
show,” he said. 

Like so many other model train 
collectors, he hopes to inspire young 
people to take an interest in the 
unique hobby. 

In the Coy’s home, their train layout 
boasts 500-feet of track. It has roughly 
400 train cars and around 30 to 40 en-
gines,  a mix of steam and diesel.

The locomotives wind through rus-
tic towns, snowy mountaintops, gla-
cier-carved valleys, tunnels and over 
an impressive wooden trestle bridge 
built from scratch.

“I mean, I made this piece by piece. 
It took about 50 or 60 hours to build 
that,” said John Coy.

The 59-year-old hobbyist started 
constructing “Glacier Line” in 2011. He 
did the woodwork and electrical wir-
ing. His wife Connie painted the artis-
tic backdrop.

Everything you see is a reflection of 
the wilderness site that straddles the 
U.S. and Canadian border.

Mountain goats and fisherman 
figurines decorate the woodland and 
glacier valleys, alongside historic sites.

“You can see Connie and me up on 

John Coy stands proudly next to his portable Timesaver display at the Avon Train Show Feb. 1 
inside Avon Town Hall. Coy and other hobbyists helped put together the inaugural show that 
attracted more than 500 people. (Photo provided by John Coy)

Continued on Page 13
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the hill on horses,” said John pointing 
to a tiny red-headed figurine that mir-
rors his wife’s fiery hair.

He can often be found at the com-
puterized hub of his layout, a collec-
tion of colorful buttons and remote 
controls to run the engines and un-
couple the wheels.

His pride and joy is his 4-8-4 North-
ern steam locomotive that puffs real 
steam as it chugs through the layout.

“You could say I’m heavily involved 
that is the understatement of the 
year,” he said.

The Hoosier, who grew up near turn 
3 of the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, became fascinated with trains 
at a young age. His grandfather and 
uncles worked on the railroad.

Coy says he never wanted to have 

the life of a railroader but never 
stopped dreaming about locomo-
tives.

He got his first toy train set in 1964: 
An American Flyer wind-up.

“All it did was go around a circle of 
the track but I loved it. You could say 
the rest is history,” he laughs.

Today, John is a part of the model 
train show circuit, he’s an officer with 
the Central Indiana Division of the 
National Model Railroad Association 
(NMRA), and even sings and plays in a 
band with a railroad theme.

Every other Sunday, the couple 
hosts “train night” where other hob-
byists delightfully visit the basement 
to run the engines and talk shop.

Coy calls his hobby a teaching tool.
“It will teach you electricity, carpen-

try, art, science, physics,” he said. “It is 
something.”

Continued from Page 12

ICONICbrief
Health partnership announces Idea 

Incubation program
The Hendricks County Health 

Partnership is launching their new 
Idea Incubation program to give 
community residents an opportu-
nity to share their ideas about im-
proved health and wellbeing. The 
initiative seeks to build a bridge 
between health professionals and 

community members through an 
online idea submission.

Residents can submit at hen-
drickshealthpartnership.org/
idea-incubation.html. For more 
information, contact Chase Cotten, 
(317) 745-9618.

John Coy spends plenty of time at his switchboard that controls all the trains. He built the layout 
with 50 to 60 railroad tracks instead of just one, so if there is an electrical problem, he can quickly 
isolate the problem. (Photo provided by John Coy)
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ICONICbriefs
Avon students participate  

in yoga education

River Birch Elementary School 
in Avon invited the local chap-
ter of Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh 
to hold yoga class for 150 first 

graders Jan. 24. The children were 
taught to perform sun salutation 
salutation yoga. 

International Disaster Emergency  
Service offers free training

The International Disaster Emer-
gency Service will offer training in 
Safe Worship church security and 
Stop the Bleed emergency treat-
ment 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Feb. 29 at the 
Hendricks County Fairgrounds 
Center & Conference Complex, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville.

Churches in Hendricks County 
can send representation to this free 
training that will focus on steps to 
safeguard houses of worship. 

Attendees will learn how to re-
duce the overall risk of violence, 
especially before the crisis; reduce 
the number of injuries during an 
attack and increase the survival 
chances of injured people. The 
instruction also includes the need 
for a security plan and a site as-
sessment, value of a medical re-
sponse team and the importance 
of crisis recovery.

RSVP at mrc@co.hendricks.in.us.

Your Local Dealer Since 1972

AVON LOCATION

www.TomRoushAvon.com
317-991-4799

Multi Point Inspection
Guaranteed Auto Financing

Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
LOW PRICES

2014 CADILLAC
XTS PREMIUM

Stk.#L19869A, 141,253 miles

$11,299

2016 VOLVO
XC90

Stk.#L20029A, 90,228 miles

$25,487

2009 HONDA 
CR-V EX

Stk.#P13901A, 95,525 miles

$8,999

2017 FORD
EXPLORER

Stk.#L20202A, 105,389 miles

$21,495

2007 MAZDA3
GT HATCHBACK

Stk.#M20120A, 143,413 miles

$5,075

2015 MAZDA
CX-9 GT

Stk.#M19377A, 91,776 miles

$14,067

2014 CHEVROLET 
TRAVERSE LTZ

Stk.#T19060A, 92,737 miles

$15,987

2015 GMC YUKON
DENALI

Stk.#L20083A, 101,395 miles

$29,920

2012 MAZDA6
I TOURING

Stk.#M20100A, 123,589 miles

$5,918

River Birch students practiced yoga Jan. 24 with members of the local  Hindu 
Swayamsevak Sangh chapter. (Photo provided by Manoj Wagh)

State Bank of Lizton proposes  
new Avon location

State Bank of Lizton has filed a 
request with the town of Avon for 
a proposed banking center loca-
tion in Avon at U.S. 36 and Satori 
Parkway and want to build a new 
location in front of the Hendricks 
Regional Health YMCA.

“We are excited to continue 
our commitment to Avon and our 
growing customer base in that 
area,” said Mike Baker, president 
and CEO. 

They anticipate a spring ground-
breaking.
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FranciscanDocs.org

1001 Hadley Road • Mooresville
KENDRICK FAMILY MEDICINE — Suite 101
HEARTLAND CROSSING PEDIATRICS — Suite LL050

Schedule Today! 
(844) 376-2778

inspired by 
families

Welcoming 
new Family Medicine 
& Pediatric Patients

franciscan physician network
kendrick family medicine

GUY CROWDER, MD

BRUCE DURELL, MD

AMANDA STRAIN, FNP

ANNA CLOW, PA-C

franciscan physician network
heartland crossing pediatrics

AMANDA WALTER, MD

BRADEY KLEMAN, MD

CORIN MARSHALL, MD

KATY GRISMORE, PNP

TONYA WHITAKER, NP

We treat the whole family. Because to us, you’re so  
much more than an illness. You’re what inspires our  
team of top doctors, specialists and nurses.
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Staff Report

Sheltering Wings held its annual Premier Event 
fundraiser Feb. 7 with New York Times best-selling 
author Bob Goff as the featured speaker at the 
Embassy Suites Plainfield Indianapolis Conference 
Center. 

The event raises funds to support the Danville 
shelter that gives domestic violence victims a 
safe place to go. The shelter is expanding to add 
men’s facilities at its Danville location as well as 
constructing apartments in Plainfield for those es-
tablishing their lives after suffering from domestic 
violence.

At the event Scott Hoke and Tom Zupancic 
acted as emcees.

On March 19, the shelter will lead efforts 
around Hendricks County for men to read to el-
ementary students as part of the Men IN Action 

Read event. Register online: shelteringwings.org/
get-involved/men-in-action.

ICONsociety
Sheltering Wings fundraiser features author Bob Goff

Author Bob Goff takes a selfie with Alex and Krista Hershey at the Embassy Suites Event Center in Plainfield before a 
Sheltering Wings event. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Jaime and Alyssa Johnson

Kyle Krober, Miriam Krober, Tonya McCarthy, Adam McCarthy

Kevin and Kim Speer 

Charlie and Emily MorrisNathan and Jennifer RhoadesJeanine and Tory Murray

Steve and Laura Eisenbarth
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Electric vehicles, more popular than ever.
More and more people in our region are buying electric vehicles -- and we think that 
trend will continue.  To explain why, let’s look at just a few of EVs biggest benefits...

SAY GOODBYE TO GAS STATIONS
An electric vehicle can be charged  
at home while you sleep.

ELECTRICITY IS CHEAPER THAN GAS
Electric vehicles can be as much as five 
times cheaper than a gas-powered car.

IT’S A GREENER WAY TO GO
No tailpipe means no emissions, and 
that’s great for the environment.

ENJOY A GREAT  
PERFORMANCE
EVs are quiet, operate smoothly, 
provide stronger acceleration, 
and need less maintenance.

QUICK CHARGE, 
LONG RANGE
EVs can travel up to 
300 miles on a full 
charge, and “fast 
charge” in 30 minutes.
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Electric vehicles, a smart transportation choice.
EVs biggest benefits:
ELECTRIC VEHICLES (EV) COST LESS TO OPERATE THAN GAS POWERED CARS.
EV operation can be three to five times cheaper than gasoline and diesel-powered cars, depending on your local gasoline and 
electric rates.

EVS ARE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.
EVs have no tailpipe emissions.  The power plant producing your electricity may produce emissions, but electricity from hydro, 
solar, nuclear or wind-powered plants is generally emission-free.

NEVER GO TO THE GAS STATION AGAIN.
Electric vehicles do not require gasoline and can be charged at home with a standard 120V outlet or a 240V level 2 charger can 
be installed for faster, more efficient charging.  However, a level 2 charger may require electrical upgrades to your home or the 
electrical service that feeds your home - creating additional costs.  Can be charged at home while you sleep.

EV PERFORMANCE BENEFITS.
Electric motors provide quiet, smooth operation, stronger acceleration and require less maintenance than gasoline powered 
internal combustion engines. 

EV DRIVING RANGE AND RECHARGE TIME.
EV range is typically around 80 to over 300 miles on a full charge.  The average American’s daily round-trip commute is less than 
30 miles.  Fully recharging the battery pack can take four to eight hours.  A “fast charge” to 80% capacity can take 30 minutes*

*Department of Energy

Electric vehicles, things to know
Types of batteries

Battery Electric Vehicles have a battery and an electric motor instead of a gas 
tank and an internal combustion engine.  Sometimes BEVs are also referred 
to as “ All Electric Vehicles” or “Plug-in Vehicles” (not to be confused with 
Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles).  They run entirely on electricity and do not 
produce any exhaust from the burning of fuel.

Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles have an electric motor AND a gas-powered 
internal combustion engine.  Some PHEVs operate exclusively, or almost 
exclusively, on electricity until the battery is nearly depleted, then the gaso-
line-powered engine turns on to provide power.  Like Battery Electric Vehi-
cles, PHEVs can be plugged in to charge the battery when the vehicle is not 
in use.

Hybrid Electric Vehicles have an electric motor AND a gas-powered internal 
combustion engine, and don’t plug-in for charging.  HEV can have substantial 
range on a single tank of gas, but they still burn fossil fuel, produce carbon 
emissions, require trips to the gas station and scheduled engine-mainte-
nance.  HEV may be an ideal choice for those with extended commutes and 
limited charging system access. 

Be Energy Smart
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Electric cars typically have a shorter maximum range on a charge than fossil-fueled cars.  However, EVs can be charged at home 
– no gas station required – and the overall operation cost is typically substantially less than a gasoline-powered vehicle.  It’s 
worth noting that 78 percent of all commuters in America drive less than 40 miles per day, thus if they are driving an EV, they can 
go multiple days without recharging.  Many EVs have a range well over 100 miles per charge, with some models reaching more 
than 300 miles per charge.

Charging Stations

Range refers to the number of miles an EV will 
travel before the battery needs to be charged.

Be Energy Smart

Other
Electric vehicle batteries are typically designed to last for the expected life of the vehicle, but 
battery life should be considered when calculating the extended cost of ownership, as all batter-
ies eventually wear out and must be replaced.  Battery replacement is typically costly, but keep in 
mind that gas powered vehicle equipment, such as motors and transmissions, have a lifespan too.  
The rate at which batteries already on the rod is as low as 0.003%2.  There are also high mileage 
warranties on electric vehicle batteries available with many manufacturers.  Several manufacturers 
offer multi-year and 100,000 mile+ warranties on the batteries in their vehicles.

EVs produce no tailpipe emissions.  Even when the power is generated using fossil fuels, elec-
tric vehicles usually show significant reductions in overall global carbon emissions over gasoline 
vehicles due to the highly carbon-intensive process of mining, pumping, refining and transporting 
gasoline.

The average U.S. household spends nearly one-fifth of its total family expenditures on transpor-
tation, thus saving on fuel can make a big difference in the average family’s budget.  Electricity 
is less expensive than gasoline and EVs are more efficient than gas-powered vehicles.  Electric 
prices are also generally much more stable than gasoline prices.  On a national average, it costs 
less than half as much to travel the same distance in an EV than a conventional vehicle.

Battery Electric Vehicles (or BEV) require less maintenance than conventional vehicles because 
there are fewer fluids (like oil and transmission fluid) to change, and far fewer moving parts.  EVs 
require minimal scheduled maintenance to their electrical systems, which can include the battery, 
electrical motor, and associated electronics.  Because of regenerative braking, brake systems on 
EVs typically last longer than on conventional vehicles.  
*No Oil Changes: BEVs do not require engine oil, thus there are no oil changes (normally re-
quired every 3,000 to 7,000 miles)
*No Spark Plugs and Wires: BEVs do not require spark plugs and wires, thus no replacements 
(est. replacement at 100,000 miles on gas engine)
*No Exhaust System: BEVs do not have mufflers or catalytic converters, two components of your 
exhaust system than can fail and result in expensive replacements.
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Electric vehicles
How to Purchase
There’s a lot of hype around electric vehicles, but the truth is they aren’t for everyone.   
Here are a few questions to help you decide if they’re right for you:

Yes or No Questions to Consider

Is your daily commute under 330 miles?
Most EVs have a range of 50-330 miles per charge.  How does your daily commute compare?

Do you frequently take long road trips?
Public charging infrastructure is improving, but EV road trips still require a lot of planning.

Does your household have more than one car?
Making your second car an EV is a great way to enjoy the best of both worlds.

Do you have off-street parking at your home?
EVs require charging.  You’ll need to be able to park yours some place it can be plugged in.

Do you want to save money and pollute less?
EVs cost less to drive and pollute less, too.  Period.  And if you charge off peak usage times, you may save even more.

2019 Tesla Model 3 Mid-Range
Estimated Price $35,000 to $59,000
Technology: EV
City: 274.10 miles/charge
Hwy: 251.20 miles/charge
Combined: 264.00 miles/charge
KWh Consumption/100 miles: 27.4857
Charge Time (240): 10.00 hours

Be Energy Smart

hendrickspower.com • Interested in learning more? Contact 317.745.5473
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Hendricks Power buys Tesla to raise awareness of electrical vehicles

Indiana state senator John Crane, Avon, and his son test drove an electric Tesla Jan. 24.  (Photo by 
Faith Toole)

  When Michelle’s husband, Van, had a life-threatening 
  brain infection, the fear and uncertainty about his health 
  was overwhelming. But that changed when they turned to 
  Hendricks Regional Health.
 
“The kindness, the expertise, the support — these people 
  came together for my family in an extraordinary way. I can’t 
  put into words the gratitude I feel for Hendricks. We are so 
  thankful we landed here.” 
 
  Expert care when you need  it most. Learn more about  our 
  world-class services at ThisIsHendricks.org.

“This hospital saved my 
  husband's life.”

By Gus Pearcy

Sales of electric vehicles grow ev-
ery year. With more EV manufactur-
ers starting up and all the major car 
companies introducing or planning 
to offer electric vehicles, Hendricks 
Power Cooperative just purchased a 
Tesla Model 3.

“With the popularity of electric 
vehicles on the rise, I feel the time 
has come for our employees and 
membership to begin exploring and 
gain a better understanding of how 
EVs work,” Hendricks Power CEO Greg 
Ternet said in a media release. “The 
technology within this car and its ca-
pabilities are very impressive.”

These vehicles plug in to a regular 
electrical outlet. There are also op-
tions for larger voltage and faster 
charging. All this on top of current 
electric needs, Hendricks Power Co-
operative purchased the vehicle to 
explore the impact of the growth.

The Tesla will be seen at local car 
shows, exhibits, parades and at the 
Hendricks County Fair, Hendricks 
Power director of marketing and 
member engagement Dana Cochran 
said. It will also be seen on the road as 
part of the cooperative fleet.

There are also plans to host a 

learning demonstration and host an 
electrical vehicle car show in the fall.

Cochran said the increase in EVs 
will put more demand on the electri-
cal grid and first-hand experience 
with an electrical vehicle will help the 

co-op plan for the changes.
The Tesla Model 3 was the 

best-selling EV last year. 
Hendricks Power em-
ployees will be given the 
chance to drive the car so 

they can answer questions about the 
cars first hand.

“As far as driving the car, it does 
take a little bit to get used to,” Co-
chran said. She mentioned the re-
generative braking system that will 
automatically slow the car down. She 
added that acceleration is “definitely 
not a problem.”

Indiana state senator John Crane, 
Avon, took a test drive Jan. 24.

“The opportunity to test drive Hen-
dricks Powers’ new Tesla was quite an 
experience,” Crane said. “The efficien-
cy of design, combined with virtually 
unlimited technological possibili-
ties, show where automotive travel 
is headed. And Hendricks Power is 
helping lead us into that future. Quite 
a ride. As my son Mark said, ‘Dad, we 
need to get a Tesla.’”
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HISTORY &
ARCHITECTURE

By Ken Sebree

Evidence indicates that 
soybeans were cultivated in 
China more than 3,000 years 
ago and in other parts of 
Southeast Asia much earlier 
than that. The soybean was 
found to provide a ready 
source of protein plus other 
needed vitamins and min-
erals. 

During the 18th centu-
ry soybeans were intro-
duced to Europe and North 
America. The first record of 
soybean cultivation in the 
United States was in Geor-
gia in 1765 by Henry Yonge, 
and for the next 150 years 
small plots of soybeans were 
grown mainly for livestock 
forage.

As a young Indiana farm-
er, Adrian Parsons also served in 
the Union Army during the Civil 
War. History show that during his 
service he likely passed through 
Georgia and became very interest-
ed in the soybeans he saw grow-
ing there. 

After the war, Parsons returned 
to Hendricks County and contin-
ued to farm. He had a keen interest 
in diversified farming. In the 1890s 
he began cultivating soybeans for 
forage and fertilizer that he grew 
from seeds ordered from Japan.

At that time many of Parsons’ 
neighbors thought he was a fool 
for wasting his time and money on 
a crop thought to be nearly worth-
less.

But when Adrian Parsons died in 
1929, Indiana farmers were grow-
ing more than 300,000 acres of 
soybeans and the acreage has in-
creased steadily ever since. 

Located in Hendricks County at 
the intersection of county roads 
150 S and 625 E, stands a historic 
plaque that marks the location of 

the original Adrian Parsons farm 
from where his early experiments 
with soybean cultivation took 
place. Inscribed on the plaque is a 
brief history of his early work with 
growing soybeans in Indiana.

Today it is widely accepted that 
Adrian Parsons played a significant 
role in establishing the soybean 
as a primary grain crop in Indiana, 
including Hendricks County.

Now soybeans are used in hun-
dreds of refined food products and 
as a component in many manufac-
tured products. American farmers 
now produce more than 3.5 billion 
bushels of soybeans each year, 
much of which is exported to Eu-
rope and Asia.

Adrian Parsons could not have 
imagined how important the soy-
bean would become.

Farmer’s experiments brought 
soybean farming to Indiana 

and Hendricks County

Ken Sebree is a practicing 
architect and resident of 
Hendricks County for well over 
40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

Located at county roads 150 S and 625 E, stands 
a historic plaque marking Adrian Parsons’ farm 
from where his early experiments with soybean 
cultivation took place. (Photo by Rick Myers)

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

FREE
Handcrafted Soda
w/ any purchase

Expires 3/13/20

Best
Tenderloin
in town!

oasisdiner.com
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Put on your party clothes and join us in celebration!

Presenting sponsor:

317-272-4818 • AvonLibrary.net

HISTORY finds

By Deanna Hindsley, Hendricks 
County Museum board member

How cute is this little guy? Al-
most a Valentine cupid, shooting 
an arrow of love into your heart, 
isn’t he?

You will find him as one of the 
toys in the children’s bedroom at 
the Hendricks County Museum. A 
recent accession into the historic 
collections, he was originally in the 
House of Hadley, a store on the 
northside of downtown Danville, 
probably in the 1940s, as an adver-
tisement for Lee jeans. 

Buddy was used in advertising 
from 1920 to 1962. The Lee com-
pany encouraged stores to sell the 

dolls after the displays were taken 
down and they became so popular 
that more were produced for retail 
sale.

Styles included dolls in various 
costumes, such as cowboy, a Coca-
Cola delivery man, railroad work 
and a gas station attendant. 

By the time the Buddy Lee dolls 
were discontinued, they had be-
come the second highest selling 
dolls in the United States.

In addition to Buddy, the chil-
dren’s bedroom holds many toys 
from the 1800s because this was 
the home of Hendricks County 
sheriffs and their families from 
1866 to 1974.

Buddy Lee doll

The Hendricks County Museum collects, preserves and interprets items related to Hen-
dricks County history. The Hendricks County ICON will feature these items to help edu-
cate readers on the county’s history and give a glimpse inside the Danville museum’s 
walls. Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. They 
offer tours 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays from March through December and 
host special events. For more information visit hendrickscountymusuem.org.

HELP US IN WELCOMING  
DR. RACHEL MUESSEL TO OUR STAFF

Dr. Muessel is ready to assist in:
•�Comphrehensive�&�contact�lens�exams
•�Glaucoma�&�Diabetic�exams
•Neuro-Optometry
•�Treatment�of�visual�problems�from�concussions�&�strokes
•��Specialty�contact�lenses�&�low�vision�rehabilitation

900�Edwards�Drive�-�Plainfield
PlainfieldEyeCare.com

(317)�839-2368

Thursday, February 27, 2020 • 1:00-5:00 p.m.
Prizes - Free Sunglasses and Refreshments

Spring Sunglass Sale!

Up To 3o% Off!

317-839-2368
www.plainfieldeyecare.com

900 Edwards Dr. • Plainfield, IN 46168
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Welcome Dr. Emily Cha to our team of highly skilled 
physicians at Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Avon.
Dr. Emily Cha is fellowship trained in sports medicine and sees general orthopedic patients. 
She is currently accepting new patients. Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

The second place Avon wrestling 
team had three champions, Cheaney 
Schoeff (113 pounds), Raymond 
Rioux (126) and Jaden Reynolds 
(145), in the Mooresville Regional 
Feb. 8. The Orioles’ Tyler Conley was 
runner-up at 132 pounds. Plainfield 
wrestler Logan Boe was the runner-
up at 138.

Chrishon McCray, Antonio Lisen-
bee and Jayden Brewer each scored 
12 points in Avon boys basketball 
team’s 56-49 loss to Zionsville Feb. 6. 
Mitchell O’Mara scored 15 to lead 
Avon in a 71-51 rout of Decatur Cen-
tral Feb. 1. Brewer and Gabe McNary 
each had 14 and Lisenbee 13.

Haley Nichols scored 19 points 
and Alex Richard contributed 18 in 
Avon’s 56-41 victory over Terre Haute 
North Feb. 4. 

Aidan Booher scored 23 points 
in Plainfield basketball team’s 79-33 
win over Terre Haute South Feb. 8. Ian 
Scott scored 14 points in Plainfield’s 
58-44 victory over Lebanon Feb. 1. 
Derrian Gardner added 13 points. 

Plainfield captured the girls swim-
ming sectional title at Avon Feb. 8. 
The Quakers won, and Avon finished 
second. Plainfield winners were Mag-
gie McGuire, 200-yard individual 
medley; Daryn Wright, 1-meter div-
ing; Kyle Knutson, 100 butterfly; Syd-
ney Srnka, 100 freestyle; 200 freestyle 
relay (Hallie Meier, Elle Gilkerson, 
Knutson, Srnka); Gilkerson, 100 
breaststroke and 400 freestyle relay 
(Knutson, McGuire, Meier and Srnka).

Hannah Jones won the 50 and 
100-yard freestyle events for Avon 
and was on the winning 200 medley 
relay team with Maylee Lingle, Erika 
Becker and Kaitlyn Sinclair.

ICONIC Athlete of the Week

WINNING WAYS
Haley Nichols’ team-first attitude helped turn around Avon program 

Focused on helping her team, Avon center Haley Nichols surpassed 
the 1,000-point career mark during her senior season. 
 (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

By Mike Beas

High school basketball players who average a double-
double tend to be about as common as snow drifts in 
Florida.

Avon’s Haley Nichols didn’t accomplish this feat dur-
ing the 2019-20 season, but the 6-foot senior center was 
darned close.

Through the Orioles’ first 23 games, Nichols’ per-game 
norms were 14.6 points and 9.4 rebounds. Add to it the 
two assists she averaged and how she stepped outside 
to make 16 of her shots from behind the 3-point stripe, 
and, well, you get the point.

Over 1,000 points, as it turns out.
Nichols became the sixth Avon girls basketball player 

to reach the milestone when she scored 15 points in a 
65-58 overtime loss to Danville at the Hendricks County 
Tournament.

“You look at Haley and she’s just so physically impos-
ing compared to most high school players,” said Avon 
coach Corie West, a former New Castle guard and a mem-
ber of the 2007 Indiana All-Star team. “Haley is just one 
of those kids who has been around basketball her whole 
life, and is a versatile player.

“She’s just kind of a match-up nightmare for most of 
our opponents. Haley is an incredible passer, and there 
are times she’s almost too unselfish. She’s not a show-
boat. She just puts her head down and goes to work.”

It’s the way Nichols is wired, and for good reason.
Prior to her sophomore season, the Avon program had 

run off nine consecutive losing seasons under the direc-
tion of four different head coaches. If a mark of 63-145 
(.303) over that span of time wasn’t enough to motivate a 
player, nothing was.

“Basically, it’s about whatever it takes to win and to 
help our team. I think I’ve always been a team player 
and not the person who tries to stand out,” said Nichols, 
an Orioles’ starter since midway through the 2016-17 
season. “Starting my freshman year, I didn’t even know 
about trying to get to 1,000 points. It just sort of hap-
pened.”

Nichols, who carries a 3.64 grade-point average, will 

attend the University of Tennessee at Martin where she 
will major in biology and play for the Skyhawks’ women’s 
basketball program. The school more commonly referred 
to as UT Martin is located in the northwest corner of the 
state, and its sports teams compete in the Ohio Valley 
Conference.

Avon lost to Brownsburg in the sectional final 50-38 
Feb. 8, ending the Orioles’ season, but Nichols has one 
more season to compete before she graduates.

The senior also excels in track and field having made it 
to the state finals at Indiana University as a shot put and 
discus specialist the past three years. She looks to make it 
a fourth this spring when she participates in the sport for 
the final time.

After that, Nichols’ athletic efforts will center around 
basketball.

“I have a great supporting cast around me: my team-
mates, my coaches, my family,” said Nichols when asked 
to summarize her Avon hoops career. “Basketball is so 
much more than an individual thing. Stats are great, but 
it all comes down to being part of a team.”

COMMUNITY
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Andrea Boston
Andrea Boston, 62, passed away Jan. 29, 
2020. She was born Aug. 17, 1957. Services 
were held Feb. 2 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.  

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength 
is based on 

the principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Charles Eccles
Charles Eccles, 89, passed away Feb. 1, 
2020. He was born Dec. 13, 1930. Services 
were held Feb. 6 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Billy F. Pitcock
Billy F. Pitcock, 73, passed away Feb. 4, 
2020. He was born June 29, 1946. Services 
were held Feb. 8 at Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield.

DANVILLE

Margaret Diane Berry
Margaret Diane Berry, 69, passed away 
Jan. 25, 2020. She was born April 23, 1950. 
Services were held Jan. 30 at Baker Funeral 
Home, Danville.

Gregory K. Cash
Gregory K. Cash, 74, passed away Jan. 22, 
2020. He was born Aug. 19, 1945. Services 
will be held privately.

Sharon Kaye Risku
Sharon Kaye Risku, 49, passed away Jan. 
30, 2020. She was born Feb. 6, 1970. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 5 at Baker Funeral 
Home, Danville.

BROWNSBURG

Kelly E. Dossey
Kelly E. Dossey, 54, passed away Jan. 27, 
2020. She was born June 30, 1965. Services 
were held Feb. 1 at Vineyard Life Church, 
Indianapolis.

Geraldine Hiskes
Geraldine Hiskes, 86, passed away Feb. 2, 
2020. She was born Jan. 21, 1934. Services 
were held privately.

Hendricks County obituaries 
are  printed free of charge and 

published twice  a month. 
Funeral directors are  encouraged 

to send obituaries and  photos 
to info@myicon.info.

Plainfield - Guilford Twp Public Library, Hendricks County,
Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2019
Local Fund 

Number Local Fund Name
Beg Cash & Inv 
Bal Jan 1,2019 Receipts Disbursements

End Cash & Inv 
Bal Dec 31,2019

Governmental 
Activities 100 Library Operating Fun $643,198.89 $2,868,202.62 $2,969,343.85 $542,057.66

200 Main Gift & Memorial $15,681.44 $14,459.51 $9,846.93 $20,294.02
201 Rainy Day Fund $764,236.61 $525,000.00 $485,812.44 $803,424.17
203 Levy Excess Fund $0.71 $0.00 $0.00 $0.71
226 Fundraising $5,689.51 $26,684.72 $25,998.52 $6,375.71
227 Historical Gift & Memorial $1,387.63 $936.80 $1,449.64 $874.79
228 Friends Of The Library Gift Fund $12,089.91 $29,781.09 $28,482.08 $13,388.92
229 Technology Fund $1,440.00 $0.00 $1,031.19 $408.81
230 Arts Education Fund $523.95 $0.00 $350.77 $173.18
276 State Tech Fund Grant Fund $0.00 $20,882.00 $20,882.00 $0.00
300 Bond & Interest Redemption Fund $134,223.45 $624,098.38 $612,800.00 $145,521.83
400 Library Improvement Reserve Fund $264,587.93 $10,000.00 $0.00 $274,587.93
401 Construction Fund $1,075,113.69 $0.00 $211,583.40 $863,530.29
800 PLAC Fund $1,365.00 $8,970.00 $8,905.00 $1,430.00
801 Evergreen Intra Library $212.39 $811.49 $793.37 $230.51

Total All Funds $2,919,751.11 $4,129,826.61 $4,377,279.19 $2,672,298.53

Gerald D. Lumpkin
Gerald D. Lumpkin, 75, passed away Feb. 6, 
2020. He was born Nov. 24, 1944. Services 
were held Feb. 9 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Jackson Lee Andrew 
Trotter

Jackson Lee Andrew Trotter, 23, passed 
away Feb. 6, 2020. He was born June 27, 
1996. Services will be held 1 p.m. Feb. 15 at 
David A. Hall Mortuary, Pittsboro.

CLAYTON

Terry Joe Street
Terry Joe Street, 54, passed away Jan. 29, 
2020. He was born March 16, 1965. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 8 at Clayton Christian 
Church.

Geneva Lane
Geneva Lane, 88, passed away Jan. 31, 
2020. She was born Sept. 30, 1931. Servic-
es were held Feb. 8 at Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville.

Gary A. Haas
Gary A. Haas, 76, passed away Feb. 2, 2020. 
He was born Nov. 21, 1943. Services were 
held Feb. 5 at Chapel Hill United Methodist 
Church, Indianapolis.   

Lois Jeanne Martin
Lois Jeanne Martin, 86, passed away Feb. 
3, 2020. She was born July 20, 1933. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 8 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon.

PLAINFIELD

Syed A. Ali
Syed A. Ali, 92, passed away Jan. 26, 2020. 
He was born Dec. 25, 1927. Services were 
held Jan. 30 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Naomi A. Rooker
Noami A. Rooker, 91, passed away Jan. 27, 
2020. She was born March 12, 1928. Ser-
vices were held Feb. 1 at Good Shepherd 
Baptist Church, Mooresville.

Louis V. Swank Jr.
Louis V. Swank Jr., 76, passed 

away Jan. 28, 2020. He was 
born Dec. 21, 1943. Ser-

vices were held Feb. 1 at 
First Baptist Church, 

Plainfield.
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Learning how to take on a new pass(word)

Beating a dead horse with fervor

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis 
with his wife of 33 years. Dick is 
usually in the basement trying 
to think up something funny 
to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing 
columnist to the Hendricks County 
ICON. He may be reached at (317) 
403-6485 or gus@icontimes.com

VIEWS

EDITORIAL

By Dick Wolfsie

A few of my wife’s New Year’s reso-
lutions are just about killing me. I’ve 
hidden all the sharp knives, blunt in-
struments and dry cleaning bags, so 
I think I am going to be okay.

Her first resolution was to take a 
class at our local library about tech-
nology safety, like how to create 
hard-to-hack passwords. As soon as 
she got home, just for practice, she 
changed the code number on the 
garage door touchpad, and then she 
went shopping. I wrote this column 
on my cell phone, sitting in the car in 
front of our house. 

Apparently, computer scammers 
gather your family names, address-
es, pets, past jobs, etc., and then do 
millions of test-run combinations 
in microseconds. According to one 
tech website, hackers could figure 
out that password dickwolfsiewishtv 
in 11 seconds. If I worked for WTHR it 
would take 14 seconds. I’m not sure 
it’s worth the move.

“Well, do you have any upgraded 
security codes, Mary Ellen?”

“Yes. For our financial records I’m 

By Gus Pearcy

Gosh, remember when clichés 
were new and clever ways to say 
things? Any good writing coach will 
tell you not to use cliches. But often 
clichés are the best ways to com-
municate meaning. These overused 
nuggets are universal and, yes, over-
used but are vital phraseology for 
those of us who can’t think of a bet-
ter way to say common notions.

Yes, these sayings have lost any 
shred of novelty, but, in some uses, 
isn’t that the point? I don’t want to 
take the time and words to say what 
a cliché says better, and quicker. As 
with anything in communication, 
the rules are pliable depending on 
the goals. 

“Not my circus,” is a clever way of 
saying you shun responsibility for or 
the need to involve yourself in a situ-
ation. “Beating a dead horse” is a suc-
cinct way to describe the umpteenth 
time I’ve brought this subject up.

I’d like my legacy to invent some 
clever clichés which in 100 years 

going to take the first letter of every 
boyfriend I ever dated, followed by the 
street address number of every house 
we’ve lived in. I’ll capitalize every other 
letter and then sprinkle these symbols 
throughout: %^&**#@.”

I thought the profanity was un-
necessary, but that website said it 
would take even the most crooked 
computer geek 11,000 years to un-
cover that code to gain access to our 
investment portfolio. With the sav-
ings in my 401K, we’ll be broke long 
before then, anyway.

I had another question: “Mary El-
len, how will you possibly remember 
a password like that? It’s very long 
and complicated.”

“I don’t have to remember it. I’ll 
write it down.”

“If you are going to have to look it 
up every time anyway, why not just 
pick a couple dozen totally random 
numbers and characters?”

“What a password pooper. You 
would not do well in my class.”

“Okay, Mary Ellen, so our new 
passwords cannot be guessed. 
Where are you going to hide this 
written list?”

somebody will object to.
We all have dreams.

By the way, business doesn’t care 
about communicating. Every organi-
zation works diligently to obfuscate 
clear communication by the use of 
vernacular peculiar to their business 
or industry. Often, they have no re-
gard for newcomers who aren’t privy 
to the shorthand.

Stop doing that.
When you expand your shorthand, 

there is a possibility of sounding 
condescending. If you aren’t accused 
of “mansplaining” once a week, you 
are not trying hard enough to be 
clear in your communication.

“I don’t know. I think that’s the 
next class. And why would I tell you? 
You can’t keep a secret.”

“You’re right. A couple of mar-
tinis and I’ll be spouting off 
Kh^TbL1356R^7867%^&*#@ to 
every crook who will listen. Even if I 
wanted to blab it out, I don’t know 
what this ^ is called.”

Mary Ellen went to the library be-
cause her instructor said that when 
you confirm passwords, it’s safer do-
ing it from a remote location than 
on your home computer. The phone 
rang: “Dick, it’s Mary Ellen. I’m check-
ing our bank account password. I 
need you to remind me of the old 
one.”

“I’m not going to tell you over the 
phone. I’m not texting it. That’s just 
as dangerous.”

“Oh, lighten up, Dick. It’s not 
healthy to be that paranoid.”

Another tip to make your life 
easier

Just a few weeks into the new de-
cade and I am hearing the year pro-
nounced as Two Thousand Twenty. I 
truly believed this would be the year 
everyone would adapt to the much 
easier Twenty Twenty format which I 
have been touting since 2011 (Twen-
ty Eleven).

Not only is 20-20 a common de-
scription of perfect eyesight, it also 
mirrors the centuries old tradition 
of splitting the year into two num-
bers. No one ever sang, “We’re go-
ing to party like it’s One Thousand 
Nine Hundred Ninety Nine.” Make 
it the only resolution you will keep 
this year. Then we can all say Twenty 
Twenty One together. 

Hendricks County 
sees decrease in 
opioid overdoses
Hendricks County health officials 

released good news last week. Deaths 
from drug overdoses have been de-
creasing in 2018 and ‘19.

According to a press release from 
the Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment, opioids still contribute to more 
deaths than any other substance. 
More than half of the deaths were the 
result of opioid misuse, the report 
said.

Fatal drug overdoses were increas-
ing around the county in 2016 and 
2017. In 2018, there were 25 reported 
fatal overdoses, 17 of which involved 
an opioid. In 2019, the number of fatal 
overdoses dropped to 18, and nine 
involved opioids.

Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment distributed 186 naloxone kits 
from 2016 through 2019 after Aaron’s 
Law was passed. The law allows In-
diana residents to carry naloxone, a 
drug used to reverse the effects of an 
opioid. 

This drug, with the name brand 
Narcan, if administered in time can 
reverse the effects of an opioid or 
heroin overdose. 

The decrease is the result of a 
combined effort by law enforcement, 
EMTs, the health department, the 
Substance Abuse Task Force and the 
Hendricks County Health Partner-
ships. These dedicated organizations 
and individuals deserve our gratitude.

According to data released by the 
Indiana Health Department and other 
outlets, from 2006-2012, 92 opioid 
prescriptions per 100 people were 
given in Hendricks County. By 2017, it 
was down to 65 per 100. 

These numbers may not prevent 
the next drug epidemic, but it is im-
portant to see how this crisis that has 
put such a strain on our resources be-
gan. From the coroner to the Depart-
ment of Child Services to foster par-
ent shortage, the epidemic was real 
and more impactful than the corona-
virus from China. 

The tide may be turning, but each 
death is tragic and unnecessary. They 
represent a real person with a family 
and friends, not just a statistic.

I don’t want to take 
the time and words to 
say what a cliché says 

better and quicker.
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1 Avon couple John and 
Connie Coy are model 

train hobbyists. They designed 
their basement train layout to 
replicate their favorite vacation 
destination at what national 
park?

❏ A. Great Smoky 
Mountains
❏ B. Glacier
❏ C. Yosemite
❏ D. Acadia

2 What former 
Colts player and 

former Brownsburg 
resident now shares 
a gospel message as 
part of a Christian 
trio called Reborn? 

❏ A. Jeff Saturday
❏ B. Reggie Wayne
❏ C. Charlie Johnson
❏ D. Ben Utecht

3 Avon’s Tabitha Starr 
is the owner of The 

Real Food Shoppe on 
Main Street in Plainfield. 
The store is a resource for anyone 
looking to eat clean and live a 
natural, healthy lifestyle. What 
products in particular have 
picked up in sales this past year?

❏ A. Reusable bags and lunch 
boxes
❏ B. Essential oils
❏ C. Bulk fresh herbs and spices
❏ D. Free-range and locally 
grown eggs

4 Avon Community School 
Corporation recently 

received a grant called Equity 
for Innovation from the Indiana 
Department of Education. It will 
provide teacher training and 
professional development in 
STEM technologies. How much is 
the grant?

❏ A. $25,000
❏ B. $40,000
❏ C. $50,000
❏ D. $75,000

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured 
in the Jan. 31 issue of the 

Avon/Plainfield ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 34
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN

VIEWS

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each 
issue, we’ll share one with you …

In Kentucky, residents may not dye a duck-
ling blue and offer it for sale unless more 
than six are for sale at once. 

SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

“Before you marry a 
person, you should 

first make them use a 
computer with slow 

internet service to see 
who they really are.” 

– Will Ferrell

QUOTE

Hendricks Regional Health 
announced the groundbreak-

ing of a new Hospital for Behavioral 
Science in Plainfield. The event is 3 
p.m. Feb. 24 in the hospital’s Plainfield 
medical center. 

Avon Community School 
Corporation named Chase 

Lyday chief for the school’s first police 
department. See the ICON story 
online: myhcicon.com/acsc-names-
chief-for-schools-first-police-depart-
ment

The Town of Plainfield is 
hosting a blood donation 

drive 2-7 p.m. Feb. 19 at the Richard A. 
Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic Center. 
Donors may register ahead of the 
event.

Avon High School Symphony 
Orchestra will perform with 

the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory 
Symphony Orchestra Feb. 20 at 
Hilbert Circle Theatre in Indianapolis.

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds 

and Conference Complex 
is designed to meet any 
of your social meeting 

needs:  banquets, meetings, 
seminars or wedding events 
- we can do it all! Our friendly
and knowledgable staff are
ready to make your event

worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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Puzzle Time

Answers See Page 34

PUZZLES

1 9 2
9 5 7

2 6
3 4 1

8 1 7 5
4 2 8

8 4
2 3 1

8 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 2/29/20

ACROSS
1. Paper quantity
5. Pt. of NBA
9. New Day Craft brew
13. Shirt sleeves
14. Turn a ___ ear
15. Wrinkly fruit
16. Home of the 

Antique Fan Museum
19. Nixed, at NASA
20. Comics cry
21. Campground sight
22. Bee’s quest
24. Hoosier National 
Forest evergreen
25. I-70 rig

26. Some gymwear
29. Turkey neighbor
33. Leaves out
34. Cunning
35. Co. abbr.
36. Home of the Ernie 
Pyle World War II 
Museum

37. Home of the Doctor 
Who Museum
39. Home of the 
Grissom Air Museum
40. Dot follower
41. Earthen pot
42. Gem surface
43. Get foggy
45. Go before
47. “Do ___ others...”
48. West Chase Golf 
Club target
49. Irrationally afraid
52. Mediocre
53. Sis’ sib
56. Prego rival
57. Home of the Dan 
Quayle Vice Presidential 
Museum
60. At any time
61. 12 o’clock high
62. Car with a four-ring 
logo
63. Astute
64. Possesses
65. “Hey, you!”

DOWN
1. Bring down the house
2. One of HOMES
3. In a frenzy
4. ISP option
5. Beginning
6. Fishing nets
7. NaCl, in a Danville HS 
chemistry class
8. Colts’ grp.
9. Home of the National 
Model Aviation Museum
10. Showbiz awards 

“grand slam”
11. Pond growth
12. Gucci alternative
17. Mixes things up
18. Duke ___
23. WTHR newscast 
trophy
24. Opa! bread
25. Car with a logo 
featuring a griffin head
26. Commotions
27. Eligible for Mensa
28. Door fastener
30. Deborah Simon, to 
Herb
31. How Hoosiers fans 
are usually dressed
32. Under 90 degrees, 
in a Plainfield HS math 
class
34. Annual Nashville 
event: ___ Awards
37. Grasp

38. Bowser’s bowlful
39. Mini-Marathon 
runner’s tempo
41. ___ Severin Hotel
42. Many an Indiana 
State Prison resident
44. Home of the 
Duesenberg Museum
45. Light particle
46. Varnish ingredients
49. Nursery school, 
briefly
50. “___ a nice day!”
51. Curved molding
52. Kevin Gregory’s 
winter forecast, maybe
53. A/C units
54. Angler’s gear
55. “Step ___!”
58. First numero
59. Chasm
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION
Cabin Coffee 
5530 E. U.S. 36, 
Suite 100 
Avon

A quick stop 
at Cabin Coffee 
for a pound of 
freshly ground 
coffee turned into 
a delightful lunch 
by the fireplace. 

The Cabin 
Club signature 
sandwich was 
piled high with 
ham, turkey, crisp bacon, monterey 
jack on toasted marble rye. I paired 
it with a hot bowl of parmesan, 
sausage and kale soup. The flavors 

of both were delicious, especially 
the soup. 

The cinnamon roll with a cup of 
hot joe was perfect to sip and savor 
on a cold, snowy day. 

WHERE I DINE
Rhonda Wiles, 
Pittsboro

Where do you like 
to dine? During 
Devour Indy, I always 
try at least one new 
restaurant. This weekend it was 
Hyde Park Prime Steakhouse. 

What do you like there? I had the 
wedge salad, filet mignon with 
whipped garlic potatoes and onion 

straws and flourless chocolate 
torte. Upon the server’s suggestion, 
we also added the roasted brussels 
sprouts with bacon jam. They were 
to die for, and you can share with 
everyone at the table, if you want.

What do you like about this 
place? The service was impeccable.  

Hyde Park Prime Steakhouse 
51 N. Illinois St., Indianapolis

Hot Chocolate 
Float 
Mandy’s Ice Cream
1042 E. Main St.
Brownsburg
Ingredients: 
• 2 scoops vanilla 

ice cream 
• 5 scoops cocoa powder
• 4 oz. milk 
• 1 large scoop of ice

Directions: Blend all ingredients. Swirl 
chocolate syrup on the side of the 
glass. Pour in ingredients. Top with 
whipped cream and sprinkle of cocoa. 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter  @FAITHonFOOD 
#FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

EVENTScalendar

February
14 Friday
For the Love of Pets
6-9 p.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. CR 
150 N, Avon. Pamper your pet. Regis-
ter at wtp.recdesk.com.

14-16  Friday-Sunday
Daddy Daughter Dance
6-8 p.m. each night and 2-4 p.m. Sat-
urday. Plainfield Parks and Recreation, 
651 Vestal Road, Plainfield. Dancing, 
fun, refreshments and entertainment. 
Uncles, grandpas and other older 
male role models welcome. All ages. 
Pre-register by calling (317) 839-7665 
or visiting the rec center.

15 Saturday
The Mystery of the Missing Fox
11 a.m.-12 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Come solve a mystery. Help find Mr. 
and Mrs. Fox’s missing kit, Venus. 
Sweet treats will be provided for all de-
tectives. Recommended for pairs ages 
13 to adult. $10/couple. Register by 
Feb. 12 at HendricksCountyParks.org. 

15 Saturday
Native Bees of the Midwest and How 
to Attract Them
2-3:30 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Discover the diversity of bees in the 
Midwest and why they are important. 
Learn to attract pollinators using na-
tive plants and natural nesting sub-
strates. Teens and adults. Free.

20 Thursday
Honeybee Club Meeting
6:30-8 p.m. Hope Community Church, 
3350 N. Ind. 267, Brownsburg. Learn 
about the importance of honeybees 
and how to be a beekeeper. Jim Ber-
ndt will speak on cluster physics. 

22 Saturday
Frosty Paws
2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Bring a 
leashed, four-legged friend out for a 

winter walk led by a naturalist. Find out 
what a coyote does during the winter 
months. Children under 16 must be ac-
companied by a parent or guardian.

22 Saturday
Hedgehog Hannah
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Avon Town Hall, 
6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. See and touch 
animals that live all over the world 
including a macaw, arctic fox, large 
snake, chinchilla, skunk, hedgehog, 
ferret, prairie dog, alligator, chame-
leon, tortoise and tarantula. 

23 Sunday
Drug Free Family Night 2020
3-5 p.m. Brownsburg Bowl, 18 Whit-
tington Drive, Brownsburg. Hendricks 
County Substance Abuse Task Force. 
Two free games and free shoe rental. 
Raffle prizes. 

29 Saturday
Salute to Our Veterans
5:30-9 p.m. Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds & Conference Center, 1900 
E. Main St., Danville. Evening includes 
dinner, wine and beer tastings, silent 
and live auctions, dessert dash. Briga-
dier General Michael J. Osburn, speak-
er. Honor of veterans in attendance. 
Tickets at onemoreflightindy.org or 
text onemoreflightindy to 56651.

29 Saturday
Winter Scavenger Hunt
10 a.m.-4 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. Self-
guided scavenger hunt. Details at the 
nature center, and return for a small 
prize. Up to 1 mile. Ages 6 to adult; 
children under 16 must be accompa-
nied by parent or guardian. Free. 

29 Saturday
Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce 
Trivia Night
6-10 p.m. American Legion Browns-
burg Lincoln Post 331, 636 E. Main St., 
Brownsburg. Test your trivia knowl-
edge. Teams of eight. Doors open at 
6 p.m., questions at 7 p.m. Register 
at brownsburg.com/events/details/
brownsburg-trivia-night-4526.
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Reasonably-priced
climate-controlled

 storage space
 in Avon

Call 317.918.0334

Heart Month means 
time to examine your 
heart healthy habits

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, 
FAND, is Director of Nutrition and 
Dietetics for Hendricks Regional 
Health. Her goal is to share ideas 
about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire 
others.

NUTRITION By Martha Rardin

This month we 
will hear and read about heart month 
and healthy habits we can adopt to 
improve our health and our heart. 

Think about how much processed 
food you consume. The American 
Heart Association website reports 
processed foods contribute 50% of 
our calories and 90% of added sugars 
in the average person’s daily diet. 

Those statistics are alarming, 
and, in my opin-
ion, explain a great 
amount about the 
obesity epidemic 
and chronic diseases 
we fight every day. 

So, what can you 
do? 

Start with your-
self and your family. 
By improving the 
health of you and 
your family, you begin to help im-
prove the health of others.

Step 1: Choose fewer processed 
foods, or avoid processed foods en-
tirely. 

Look for the American Heart As-
sociation’s heart check mark on pack-
ages. This denotes the food is less pro-
cessed and lower in fats and sodium.

A healthy dinner meal for your fam-
ily with minimally processed foods 
could consist of a grilled chicken 
breast seasoned with low sodium 
spice blends or herbs, whole grain 
rice, roasted broccoli and sliced 
apples.

HEALTH

Step 2: Cook at home. 
I know this is easier said than done 

for busy parents, but this is critical 
to reducing processed foods in your 
children’s diets. Make going out to 
eat, whether that is fast food or casual 
dining, a once or at the most twice a 
week activity. 

Cooking at home exposes your chil-
dren to different foods and helps them 
become more adventurous eaters.

Step 3: Become familiar with the 
most common so-
dium sources in our 
diets. 

Most of our so-
dium comes from 
breads and rolls, 
processed chicken, 
pizza, soups, cold 
cuts, processed and 
cured meats and 
sandwiches. Try not 
eating a sandwich 
for one week. This 

will give you a hint as to how often 
you eat processed meats with bread.

Read the labels. If the labels list 
more than two or three ingredients, 
consider this a highly processed food.

Examples of minimally processed 
foods: milk, fresh vegetables and 
fruits, unprocessed proteins (think 
meat case at the grocery store).

Examples of foods containing some 
processing: canned and frozen vegeta-
bles and fruits and packaged breads.

Examples of highly processed 
foods: chips, fast food, processed 
cheese, sugar sweetened beverages. 

As parents, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, we have a responsibil-
ity this and every to set the example. 
Heart month is a good time to have 
a family chat around the table about 
what each of you can do to improve 
the health of your family. This month 
try choosing fewer processed foods 
for you and your family.

Start with yourself and 
your family. By improving 

the health of you and 
your family, you begin to 
help improve the health 

of others.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received: 
BY AND AT: Plainfi eld Community School Corporation 
  Administration Building 
  ATTN: Jud Wolfe

  985 Longfellow Lane
  Plainfi eld, IN 46168
UNTIL:  2:00 P.M., local time, Tuesday, March 3, 2020.
FOR:  Project #201925 Plainfi eld Elementary Schools Security Camera Upgrade
RECEIPT OF BIDS: Bids received after the stated time will be returned unopened. Any 

postal/courier service is the agent of the Bidder. Bids are to be submitted on the Bid Form as 
provided in the Project Manual and on Indiana State Board of Accounts Form No. 96 (revised 
2013) as required by the statutes of the State of Indiana. Bidders shall also submit fi nancial 
data and a properly signed Affi davit of Non-Collusion as required by Form No. 96. Bids shall 
be submitted in a sealed envelope, marked with the name and address of the bidder, and 
clearly identifi ed as follows:

 SEALED BID: Plainfi eld Elementary Schools Security Camera Upgrade
PROJECT DOCUMENTS: Plans and Specifi cations will be available on Thursday, 

February 6, 2020. 
BID OPENING: Bids will be opened in public and read aloud in the Board Room at the 

Administrative Building by the Owner.
PRE-BID MEETING: Pre-bid meeting for interested parties will be held on Monday, 

February 17, 2020, at 9:00 AM at Central Elementary School, located at 110 Wabash Street, 
Plainfi eld, IN 46168. Interested bidders will meet in the LGI room for sign in by 9:00 AM. 

CONTRACT TYPE:
Project will be constructed under a Single Prime Contract with bids received on a lump 

sum basis. Each proposal shall include all labor, material, and services necessary to complete 
the project in full accordance with the Construction Drawings and Project Manual.

Where specifi c manufacturer model numbers are named on the Drawings, it is for the 
purpose of providing factory replacement parts that preserve applicable UL/ETL product 
listings and manufacturer’s warranty.

Where trade names, brand names, or manufacturer’s names are followed by “or approved 
equal”, Bidders may offer items or materials equal in quality and having the same durability 
and effi ciency if the Bidder fi rst receives written approval from the Technology Consultant, 
Design 27, prior to the date and time of the Bid Opening and complying with requirements 
indicated in Document 00 21 00, “Instructions to Bidders.” The Bidder shall identify such 
substitutions by name, kind, and type with the Bid.

A contract will be awarded to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder, complying 
with the conditions of the Instructions to Bidders and Advertisements for Public Bids. The 
Owner, however, reserves the right to reject any and all bids, and waive any informalities, 
discrepancies, omissions, variances, or irregularities in bids received in its sole discretion. If a 
contract is awarded, it will be to the “lowest responsible and responsive bidder” in accordance 
with Indiana’s Public Work Projects Act, Indiana Code 36-1-12. The bidder agrees to hold 
open its bid for a minimum of sixty (60) days from the date of the bid opening

The Contract to which the Owner will be a party will contain a provision prohibiting the 
other party to the Contract, and their subcontractors, from engaging in employment practice 
that constitutes a discrimination against a person because of the person’s race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin or ancestry. The successful Bidder shall provide an affi davit with each 
billing assuring the Owner that this provision has not been violated.

BID DOCUMENTS:
Interested Prime Bidders may obtain electronic Bidding Documents from Reprographix, 

Inc. at www.reprographix.com. Bidders may obtain electronic or printed sets directly from 
Reprographix, Inc., 437 N. Illinois Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204, 1.317-637-3377.

Any questions concerning bidding this project, project completion, scheduling, project 
administration, etc. shall be directed to Mr. Patrick Veal, Design 27, 317-536-8000, patrick@
design27.com.

BID DOCUMENTS - REVIEW:
Construction will be in accordance with the bid documents, which may be viewed at the 

following locations, as well as local plan rooms:
1.  Plainfi eld Community School Corporation Administration Building
 985 Longfellow Lane
 Plainfi eld, IN 46168

BID SECURITY: Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid security for fi ve percent (5%) 
of the base bid in the form of a certifi ed check or a bid bond. Bid bonds shall be executed by 
the bidder and a surety company qualifi ed to do business in the State of Indiana. The check 
or bid bond shall be made payable to the Plainfi eld Community School Corporation. Should a 
successful Bidder withdraw the bid, or fail to execute a satisfactory Contract, the Owner may 
then declare the Bid deposit forfeited as liquidated damages.

PERFORMANCE BOND AND LABOR AND MATERIAL PAYMENT BOND:
The Bidder receiving the award shall furnish an approved Performance Bond and a Labor 

and Materials Payment Bond for 100% of the contract amount, which shall cover faithful 
performance of the Contract and the payment of all obligations. The cost of the bonds shall be 
at the expense of the Bidder and be included in the Bidder’s bid. The bonds shall be executed 
by a surety company approved by the Owner and qualifi ed to do business in the State of 
Indiana.

Dated this 6th day of February, 2020.
Jessica Elston, Secretary
Board of School Trustees
Plainfi eld Community School Corporation
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What if the unknown is the hardest truth? HRH joins Veterans’ Community Care Network

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer III is an author, speaker, 
and Board Certified Hypnotist. His 
company, Zimmer Success Group 
(Z-Success.com), is in Plainfield. 
Information provided is for 
informational purposes only and is 
not intended to diagnose, treat, or 

cure any condition or illness.

By Karl Zimmer

I think most of us 
have heard the saying, 

“The truth will set you free.” 
Even hearing hard or painful truth 

is better than being lied to, manipu-
lated or mislead. What might be even 
harder than knowing the truth? How 
do we best deal with a situation when 
we don’t know the whole truth, the 
final destination?

I have found that knowing the 
truth, no matter how difficult it might 
be, allows me to make decisions 
based on that truth, based on what is 
known. I liken it to navigation. When 
we know our destination, where we 
are heading, we can plan accordingly. 

Depending on the wind, the tide, 
the current or other changing condi-
tions or detours, we can make adjust-
ments to get back on course to reach 
our destination.

Sometimes the hardest truth, how-
ever, is the unknown. How do you 
deal with the unknown? Is there a 
course to plot when you don’t know 
where you are going?  What if we 
could plan our own course regardless 

of what we might not know? 
Don’t we live our lives not knowing 

what our future holds, yet we keep 
on going about our days and weeks 
and months and years? Do you know 
everything about your future? Likely, 
most of us don’t really know, yet it 
seems to not matter, or does it?

Regardless of what we know about 
what is to come, we can choose to 
create our best life, to do whatever we 
can to stay healthy and vibrant. 

We can choose to do what we en-
joy and to surround ourselves with 
people who support us with love and 
laughter, and to envision ourselves, 
every day, healthier and happier. 

When you live each day with a 
smile on your face, with love in your 
heart and believing that everything 
gets even better and better, every 
new day is magical. How cool is that?

As of of Feb. 1, 2020, Hendricks 
Regional Health is part of the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) Vet-
erans Community Care Network (VA 
CCN). VA CCN is part of the MISSION 
Act of 2018 that aims to empower our 
nation’s veterans with more health-
care options. This new network serves 
as the direct link between the VA and 
Hendricks Regional Health providers. 

To be eligible for community care 
at Hendricks Regional Health, veter-
ans must be enrolled in VA’s patient 
enrollment system and have an ap-
proved referral from VA. The VA will 
provide a referral for a veteran to re-
ceive community care when:

• Services are not available at a VA 
medical facility

• An appointment is not available 
at a VA medical facility within a 
certain timeframe

• Or, the veteran lives too far away 
from a VA medical facility

VA CCN will be able to refer VA pa-
tients to Hendricks Regional Health 
for the following VA CCN-approved 
services:

• Ancillary services
• Chronic dialysis treatment

• Emergent care
• Hospice, palliative and respite 

care
• Hospital services
• Immunizations
• Implants - when provided as 

part of an authorized surgical or 
medical procedure

• Inpatient diagnostic and treat-
ment services

• Long term acute care
• Maternity and women’s health
• Outpatient diagnostic and treat-

ment services (including labora-
tory services) 

• Pharmacy 
• Preventive care 
• Reconstructive surgery
• Rehabilitative services and thera-

pies
HRH urgent care services are not 

included as in-network. 
Optum, part of UnitedHealthcare, 

manages the network. This service is 
for veterans only. Caregivers and fam-
ily members are not eligible.

For more information on the VA 
Community Care Network, visit 
va.gov/communitycareor call 844-
698-2311.

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

SwartoutDental.com

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • WHITENING • CLEAR ALIGNER THERAPY
PORCELAIN CROWNS/VENEERS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS • BONDING

PLAN INCLUDES:
• 2 Normal Cleanings**
• 2 Regular Exams
• 4 Bite-wing X-rays (once per year)
• 1 Panoramic X-Ray (once every 3 years)
• 1 Limited/Emergency Exam
•  All Individual X-rays as needed for  

Emergency Exams
•  20% off all other services  

provided in-office

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Individual membership is $300 annually. 
Monthly pay options available.
Pricing for families available.
Dual* - $576
Family* (3) - $840
Family* (4) - $1,080
Each addtl. - $180

*Dual is considered Parent/Child or Spouse/Partner
*Family can be any children up to 18 (or 23 if enrolled 
full-time in school) living in the same household.
**Cleaning in presence of gum disease or periodontitis 
is subject to a deep cleaning which qualifies for 20% 
discount 

SAVINGS PLAN

Visit www.swartoutdental.com for more details.
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How deicing salts affect 
your landscaping

GARDENING By John Chapin

“If we had no win-
ter, spring would not be so pleasant.”-

  Anne Bradstreet
Late winter weather in Central In-

diana can bring freezing rain and the 
occasional ice storm. On those un-
fortunate occasions, roads will likely 
be treated with deicing salts. If you 
spread more on your driveway and 
sidewalks, it can save your neck, but 
can spell disaster for your lawn and 
landscape. 

When salts are sprayed on plants 
from passing traffic or shoveled onto 
your plants or lawn, salts can hurt 
even dormant plants in several ways. 

Salts deposited on twigs, branches 
and evergreen foliage can cause ex-
cessive drying during the winter; on 
the soil, salts eventually soak in and 
can damage the plants roots. 

Salts also can be taken up by plants 
and accumulate to toxic levels. Af-
fected plants will show stunting with 
death of buds and twig tips, leaf burn 
or leaf drop. Accumulative damage 
may not be noticeable for months 
and can affect even larger trees. 

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school 
teacher and sole proprietor of 
Chapin Landscaping in Danville. He 
has over 30 years’ experience in the 
landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

Sodium salts, the most commonly 
type used for deicing because they 
are inexpensive and readily available, 
but they are unfortunately also the 
most likely to cause plant damage. 

The best way to deal with salt dam-
age is to prevent it in the first place. 
Use alternatives to sodium products 
such as calcium chloride or calcium 
magnesium acetate (CMA). 

(If you must use sodium salts, use 
as little as possible.) 

Alternatives to deicing include us-
ing clean kitty litter, sand or sawdust 
to improve traction on ice. Avoid 
shoveling salted sidewalk or driveway 
residue onto nearby plants, lawns and 
groundcovers. 

With some planning and care, your 
safety and healthy plants are both at-
tainable goals. 

Happy Gardening!

To protect landscaping in the winter, avoid getting deicing salts on or near the plants where 
they can take in the potentially deadly chemicals. (Photo by John Chapin)

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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By Curtis Honeycutt

There’s an entire 
school of thinking for beautiful words. 
It’s called phonaesthetics. Think about 
words that sound nice to your ear-
drums; these words make your brain 
release oodles of endorphins. 

Hearing pleasant-
sounding words is 
the aural equivalent 
of watching baby 
river otters perform 
a synchronized 
swimming routine.

There’s a word 
to describe these 
pleasant-sounding 
words: euphonious. 
Actually, the word 
“euphonious” is itself euphonious. 
How about that? 

Do you know what many people 
consider to be the most pleasing word 
out there? Cellar door. OK, “cellar door” 
isn’t one word, but it’s a compound 
word that isn’t smooshed together into 
one word. Respect the space, people! 
Both J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis (two 
of my favorite Inklings) noted that 
“cellar door” is one of the most beauti-
ful phrases in the English language. 
If I ever start an underground spo-
ken word appreciation club, I think I’ll 
name it “The Cellar Door.”

Here is a sampling of words that 
frequent the top of the charts when 
phonoaestheticians put together 
lists of the most euphonious words. 
For the purposes of this exercise, just 
imagine I’m reading this list to you in 
the voice of Liam Neeson: iridescent, 
solitude, luminous, lullaby, seren-
dipity, destiny, idyllic, soliloquy and 

GRAMMAR

Learning the best-sounding 
words to your eardrums 

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally 
award-winning syndicated humor 
writer. Connect with him on 
Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

elysian. As opposed to “cellar door,” 
these words have incredibly positive 
connotations.

It’s easy to forget that our mutt of 
a language can be quite lovely when 
someone strings together a sequence 
of perfectly elegant-sounding prose. 

We’ve become 
accustomed to be-
ing bombarded by 
political polariza-
tion that presents 
anyone who doesn’t 
agree with you as an 
enemy. Harsh words 
abound (just watch 
your Twitter stream 
for five minutes). 

People born after 
a certain year can’t 

get along with people born before 
a certain year. Instead of dividing 
Sharks from Jets, why don’t we com-
bine forces to form jet-sharks, the 
most terrifying, unstoppable air-and-
sea threat you’ll ever face?

My vote for the best-sounding 
phrase in the English language is 
“Here’s your pile of cash,” although I’d 
settle for hearing my kids say “Daddy, 
we’re going to let you go to the bath-
room alone without barging in and 
having a conversation with you.”

I doubt I’ll ever hear either of those 
statements uttered in my general di-
rection. 

LIFESTYLE

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50

Spend Save
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100

Spend Save
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com • 10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Get It Fixed Now Coupon!
Save Up to

$150
On Any Repair

With coupon only. Most cars and light 
trucks. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 2/29/20

It’s easy to forget that 
our mutt of a language 

can be quite lovely when 
someone strings together 

a sequence of perfectly 
elegant-sounding prose. 
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God teaches that perfect 
love drives out fear

DEVOTIONAL
By Alex Hershey

Does fear 
sometimes creep into your daily life? 
Just right out of nowhere something 
triggers your brain with a memory 
and you fall into a state of panic?

I wish this never happened to me, 
but every so often, it does. 

I will be traveling in my 2003 Toyota 
Corolla, rocking out to my Spotify 
playlist, when all of a sudden I have a 
moment of panic that I forgot to do 
something or maybe I said something 
that offended someone in our last 
conversation, and just like that, fear 
sets in and begins to consume me.  

Fear is a powerful emotion that 
can cause a good day to get flipped 
upside down. When fear creeps in, 
it makes our hearts divided, and we 
stop living purposefully and joyfully. 
This causes us to miss out on the life 
God has designed for us.  

After experiencing fear over and 
over again, it›s easy to start to believe 
our lives are mainly made up of mo-
ments of fear with a few instances of 
love. This is not God’s design.

God wants to drive fear out of our 
lives so we can become what he has 
called us to be. He wants our lives to 
be driven by love. 

“There is no fear in love. But perfect 

love drives out fear…” 1 John 4:18
God, who is love, wants to drive out 

the fear in our lives.  
Valentine’s Day can get us dream-

ing about the gushy and romantic 
love we experience watching roman-
tic movies. When we›re stuck in a high 
school dance movie scene, we can 
forget the actual power of love.  

Love isn’t just about falling in love 
with someone. That’s only one kind 
of love.

What I’m talking about is the all-
powerful love of Jesus that empowers 
us to break out of fear. 

I realize that there will still be mo-
ments I will forget to do something 
and even at times say something 
dumb in a conversation. But I am 
learning that instead of falling into a 
panic that leads to fear, I will remem-
ber that God loves me. 

This perfect love can drive out the 
worst moments of fear.

Let us all choose to live a life of love 
with Jesus.  

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The 
Branches Church in Plainfield. 
Contact him at alex.hershey@
iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.
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Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 28

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:  Vehicles: EDGE, 
ESCAPE, EXPLORER, FIESTA, FUSION, MUSTANG; Glasses: 
EYE, HOUR, SHOT, SUN, WINE; Players: BRUNK, DURHAM, 
GREEN, SMITH; Contents: COFFEE, FLOUR, SUGAR; Towns: 
PENDLETON, PITTSBORO; Honoree: SUSAN B. ANTHONY

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 27

1. B
2. D
3. A
4. D

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 3/15/20

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 3/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
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11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
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8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
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6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

Serving Hendricks Co. Since 1978

Neat Quality Work 
Interior Painting

• Wallpaper Removal 
• Drywall Repair 
• Fully Insured 
• FREE Estimates!

Mike Wright Painting
Danville

317-697-7803

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville
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Plainfield’s Brad DuBois leads chamber, 
embraces service throughout Hendricks County

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Throughout Hendricks County Brad DuBois 
wears many hats and spends his time serving 
where he resides. 

The Plainfield Chamber of Commerce president 
and CEO moved to Hendricks County in 1990. 

He operated a small retail golf store in 

Plainfield that later relocated to a 15-acre driving 
range and retail space for several years. 

DuBois has worked in his chamber position 
since October 2011 and has served on boards in-
cluding the Hendricks County Health Partnership, 
Hendricks County Economic Development Part-
nership, Level Two Co-working and The Gathering 
Together. His most recent appointment is election 

to serve on the Plainfield school board. 
“Community involvement and participation is 

something I feel is very important for a successful 
Plainfield and Hendricks County,” he said. “Some 
of the strongest communities have a solid busi-
ness sector, strong local government and thriving 
schools. I believe we have all three, and our future 
looks bright.”

What do you consider your greatest virtue? 
I think it’s my willingness to listen to people 
and try to understand their position on various 
topics.

What do you most deplore in others? 
People who are close-minded and unwilling 
to find common ground within an issue. 

What do you like most about living in 
Hendricks County? The fact that we are 
close to commerce and Indy but a few short 
minutes away from the quiet country and 
green pastures.

If you had to live elsewhere, where 
would it be? I would probably pick the 
southwest U.S. because of the climate and 
landscape, but I would still miss Indiana.

If you could begin life over, what would 
you change? I would have liked to travel 
more as a young person and be exposed 
to other cultures.

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? If money is no issue, I would do 
my best to help those in my family and 
communities have a better quality of life.

What makes you happiest? Being around 
friends and family

What is your favorite vacation spot? Any place 
with blue skies and fresh air!

What do you do with idle time? I spend time 
with family, play a little golf and cycle on the 
country roads.

What is it that makes you angry? Bigots and 
narrow-minded people

What do you do to escape from reality? I 
spent time with family, hike, ride my bike or 
play golf.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
All of those closest to me, friends and family

Which living person in Hendricks County do 
you most admire? I’m not sure how to answer 
this question. There are so many who have 
helped those in our community.

What is the quality you most like in a man? 
Having compassion in others

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Having compassion in others

What is your greatest extravagance? I have a 
tendency to have too many collections.

What are your fears, phobias? Failure and 
the inability to recover from it

What has been the happiest time of your 
life? Seeing my kids born

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? To be more organized with life in 
general

What do you most value in your friends? 
Loyalty

Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? Thomas Jefferson

What is your greatest regret? Knowing that 
I’ve probably not handled situations in the past 
as I should have done. I think most people feel 
this way.

What tenet do you live by? To live everyday as it 
may be your last and do your best to treat those 

around you with respect.

ICON of the Month
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Home Show Sale! Additional 30% off sale prices! 
Prices good until February 29th!  

(Excluding Manager’s Specials)

Wicker Works Home Show Sale! 
Best Selection! Best Pricing! 

We hold your purchase until Spring!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available


