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A breast cancer diagnosis can be life changing. And it typically comes with 
a lot of questions: What’s my prognosis? Will I need surgery? How will this 
affect my family? 

At Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center, we give you answers — not in a 
few weeks or days — but right away. Our promise is that if you’re diagnosed 
with breast cancer, you’ll be seen within 24 hours by a breast surgical 
oncologist. We’ll talk you through your diagnosis, your options and connect 
you with all the resources you need to help you get well again. 

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Appointments are available today; 
request your mammogram at Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call 
(317) 745-3404. 

Anne Mattingly, MD
Breast Surgical Oncologist
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Have any news 
tips? Want to 
submit a calendar 
event? Have 
a photograph 
to share? Call 
Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088  
or email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. Remember, our 
news deadlines are several days 
prior to print. 
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COMMUNITY

Danville Council appoints new water superintendent

Fan party announced for ’Mayberry Man’  
movie to be filmed in Danville

The producers of the new “Mayberry 
Man” movie scheduled for filming in 
Danville during this year’s Mayberry in 
the Midwest festival are inviting fans to 
celebrate the start of their fundraising 
campaign at Mayberry Café on the Danville 
Square 6-9 p.m. Jan. 15.

The event will include Mayberry tribute 
artists portraying characters from “The 
Andy Griffith Show,” along with prizes and 
opportunities for fans to appear in the 
movie.

The independent production is 
scheduled to film for approximately two 
weeks in and around Danville in May to 
coincide with the annual festival that 
celebrates “The Andy Griffith Show.”

“Mayberry Man” is a modern-day 
feature-length family comedy that will 
include stars from the original 1960s classic 
television series.

myhcicon.com/fan-party-announced-
for-mayberry-man-movie-to-be-filmed-

in-danville

Danville Town Council President Mike Neilson (left) and 
councilman Dennis Wynn (right) welcomed Matt Ellison 
as water superintendent Dec. 30. (Photo by Peg McRoy 
Glover)

The Danville Town Council 
unanimously approved naming 
Matt Ellison water superintendent 
Dec. 30.

“I do accept the position of 
water superintendent, and I thank 
you very much,” Ellison said. “I look 
forward to what’s coming ahead.” 

He replaces Jim Russel who 
retired in December.

The Danville Town Council 
meets on the first and third 
Mondays each month at 7 p.m. at 
Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St.

myhcicon.com/danville-
town-council-appoints-water-

superintendent

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50

Spend Save
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100

Spend Save
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com • 10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Get It Fixed Now Coupon!
Save Up to

$150
On Any Repair

With coupon only. Most cars and light 
trucks. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 2/29/20

Don’t miss 
Hendricks County 

news
Don’t wait until the next issue 
of the Hendricks County ICON 

hits your mailbox to catch up on 
local happenings in your town. 

Make sure to visit myhcicon.
com and follow the ICON 

Facebook page facebook.com/
HendricksCountyICON for stories 

and photos that feature and 
affect you and your community.
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DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

Enjoy the 
Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month

SwartoutDental.com

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • WHITENING • BONDING
PORCELAIN CROWNS/VENEERS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved  
at no charge! Offer expires 1/31/20

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded 

dental insurance programs. One coupon per family. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts.  

Offer expires 1/31/20

COMMUNITY

Danville Town Council 
changes meeting dates

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Jan. 6. Three new members of the town coun-
cil, Nancy Leavitt, Greg Van Lear and David Winters, took their seats for the first 
time. The next meeting is 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 21, at Danville Town Hall due to 
the observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The town council nominated and elected the 
president and vice president of the town council. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Pado appointed council members as department 
liaisons. 

WHAT HAPPENED: VanLaere made a motion to change the council 
meeting days and time. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Tom Pado was elected president, and Nancy Leavitt was 
elected vice president for one year terms.

WHAT IT MEANS: Department liaisons include David Winters, parks; Chris 
Gearld, fire; Leavitt, police; Pado, utilities and Greg Van Lear, public works. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The council voted to change the regularly scheduled council 
meetings to the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m., begin-
ning in February. 
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COMMUNITY

Danville’s Pat Baldwin 
volunteers time in community 

and leads museum board 

OUR ANNUAL GIVE-BACK ISSUE

Pat Baldwin spends her free time in retirement giving back to her community, especially the Hendricks County Historical 
Museum. (Photo by Rick Myers)

By Stephanie Dolan

Since retiring from her role as county prosecu-
tor in December 2018 Pat Baldwin stepped into 
the position as board president for the Hendricks 
County Historical Museum in Danville.

She has already spent years volunteering her 
time for various endeavors: Scouts, church, Hen-
dricks County Community Foundation, most re-
cently the Danville Public Library board, and even 
though she’s not gifted musically, she worked as 
band president for two years and band parent for 
many more.

“That is probably the hardest volunteer job I 
ever did,” Baldwin said. “We did band camp at the 
school and fed the band for a week. I had three 
kids that were in band at different times. I went 
with them to Disney World twice. We did a lot of 
fundraising. We built sets for shows. Band parents 
have a huge commitment.”

With the HCCF she sits on the Lilly Scholarship 
committee.

“That’s great because you see amazing and 
fantastic high school seniors through that pro-
cess,” Baldwin said. “It gives you a lot of hope for 
the future.”

Baldwin, who lives in Danville, spends the ma-
jority of her volunteer time with the museum. 
When her husband passed away five years ago, 
she took his seat on the museum board. When 
the museum bought a house for storage, that 
ramped up the board’s work, said Baldwin who 
became president when she retired.

For Baldwin, volunteering for various causes 
is a family matter, going back to her parents and 
beyond. 

“I was in Girl Scouts, and my parents just al-
ways volunteered at church,” she said. “It’s some-
thing we just always did. I find it strange when 
there are people who don’t volunteer for things.”

And, while she’s always been involved in her 
community, since retirement Baldwin has en-
joyed having more free time to spend on her vol-
unteer endeavors.

“I am able to get so much more involved 

instead of saying ‘I can’t do that, I’m working,’” 
she said. “With the museum in particular, I was 
a history major in school and then I went to law 
school. It’s really nice to get back to something 
that was of such an interest to me.”

Studying history and the constitution naturally 
led her to the law.

“I made use of the constitution all the time at 

work,” she said. “I like that the practice of law is so 
focused on people’s rights and setting out how 
we do things and the rule of law that you follow. 
I’m a rule follower for the most part. I just started 
in it and found out I really liked it. I liked working 
with the law enforcement officers.”
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Steve Patterson serves as 
the executive director of the 
Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds & Conference Com-
plex. In 2018 he was named 
the State Provincial Associa-
tions of Fairs Executive of 
the Year.

Before serving as execu-
tive director, Patterson sat 
on the fair board of direc-
tors, including terms as treasurer, president 
and past president. 

In 2005 Patterson served on the Indiana 
State Fair Commission board of directors. 
Patterson is also active in his community. Cur-
rently he is the board chair for the Danville 
Chamber of Commerce. He is also on the 
board of directors and treasurer of Syca-
more Services. He serves on the Parade and 
Princess Committee for the 500 Festival and 
at the Indianapolis Sports Corporation. We 
asked Patterson what advice he would give a 
new board chair:

LISTEN
Exercise openness to board members’ com-

ments and hear what the community is desir-
ing. The Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds 
hosted small focus groups in 2018 to get the 
communities’ input.

DELEGATE
Utilize committees to make decisions and 

direct the organization. The Indiana Associa-
tion of Fairs and Hendricks County 4-H Fair 
have created committees to manage areas. 
The committees meet monthly and give the 
boards written reports of the committee 

meetings, which has reduced board meet-
ing times. Prior to the committees, board 
members were not being updated, and some 
meetings lasted four to five hours.        

UNITE
Coming together is best for any organi-

zation. After a decision is made, walk out as 
one voice and support the outcome. Support 
each other. Also work together as one to get 
through your events (such as the fair or the 
convention). Support one another with deci-
sions and within committees.

ORGANIZE
Form a detailed agenda in conjunction 

with the executive director. Determine tasks 
that need to be completed in meetings and 
stick to the items. The Hendricks County 4-H 
Fair Association gives the board packet with 
the committee reports. Packets could be 50-
60 pages with the reports, so having pages 
numbered and reflected on the agenda and 
the packet allows for quick reference of the 
items being discussed. Time your meetings 
so board members can attend meetings and 
events throughout the year. 

COMPROMISE
Be willing to change, and do not continue 

with the status quo. Look for creative ideas for 
the board and the organization. Be creative 
to allow for ideas to flow as well. The Indiana 
Association of Fairs and Hendricks County 4-H 
Fair Association use idea boards, and board 
members can use sticky notes to share their 
opinions with the group. Notes are then col-
lected and summarized for future reference. 
During meetings, listen to other people’s 
ideas and be open to change.

While Baldwin considers herself a rule follower, 
she also understood that she was dealing with 
the human element and that every case was dif-
ferent.

“You have to realize you are always dealing 
with people,” she said. “You’re dealing with vic-
tims, with witnesses and with some people who 
are simply foolish or careless. And then there are 
people who have other serious issues and some 
people who are really bad. You have to adjust 
what you do according to the situation. 

“I used to tell young officers especially, ‘We 
don’t have Robocop. You can’t put something 
into a computer program and spit it out. ’ That 
doesn’t work, and that’s not justice.”

As much as she enjoyed her work, and as good 
as she was at it, Baldwin knew when it was time 
to retire.

“I was financially able,” she said. “I had the op-
portunity my dad had to retire at about the same 
age, and he was able to do some things like get 
more involved in the community as well. I had a 
good example ahead of me. It just felt right.”

One of those things that made retirement feel 
right was a plethora of family issues happening 
that made Baldwin even more aware that “work 
is not everything.”

As head of the museum board, she loves how 
the Danville house displays how residents lived.

“Always having been involved in history, and 
going through historical sites, you realize what a 
nice museum we have,” she said. “The building is 
beautiful, and the items inside are just amazing. 
When I was in college, some of the things I would 
write about  were not necessarily what the presi-
dents were doing, but what people day to day 
were doing. I think the museum does a great job 
of portraying that.”

As the former board president and now muse-
um board member, Deanna Hindsley has worked 
with Baldwin and was happy to hand the leader-
ship reigns over to her in 2019.

“I was so glad that she took the reins as presi-
dent last March,” Hindsley said. “She’s very excited 
about the museum and how it’s growing and 
continuing to serve the county.”

The museum looks at the past but also points 
ahead, Baldwin said. 

“The best thing about the museum is being 
able to preserve our way of life and the past,” 
Baldwin said. “But we are also looking toward 
the future, like what our grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren wonder about and how we 
did things. The daily life of people is interesting 
and is always changing, and sometimes we don’t 
always appreciate what people went through.”

GETTING 
TO 
KNOW 
PAT  
BALDWIN

Steve  
Patterson

• Do you have pets? I have a dog, 
Comet with the nickname, Devil 
Dog. He is very protective of my 
house, and therefore he doesn’t 
get to go many places. He’s 
totally wonderful to the family. 
He came from the shelter. He 
is an ego-terrier. He is a small 
dog, which is a good thing.

• What is your favorite TV show? 
“Jeopardy”

• What is your favorite Christmas 
movie? “The Muppet Christmas 
Carol.” My children loved all the 
Muppets, and that’s part of the 
reason we’ve watched it ever 
since it came out. We know all 
the songs. It’s a family thing.

• What do you do to relax? Read. 
I just finished “The Devil in the 
White City.”

• Who or what inspires you? My 
father was a big inspiration to 
me in terms of education and 
doing the right things, and my 
children are a huge inspiration 
to me every day. 
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

editorial@icontimes.com

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Brownsburg dragster earns  
driver of the decade title 

Dogs get their spring break in  
January with Dogtona 

Task force fights opioid abuse in Hendricks County

Doctor joins Brown 
Elementary students for 
winter jog to encourage 

healthy habits

COMMUNITY

Drug Free Family night 2020
When: 3-5 p.m. Feb. 23,

Where: Brownsburg Bowl, 18 Whittington 
Drive, Brownsburg

Cost: Free

The number of years the 
Madison Scouts Drum Corp 
International (DCI) has performed 
as an all-male ensemble. 
Brownsburg High School senior 
Allison Plachta is among the first 
group of females who auditioned 

during the highly-competitive process and were accepted 
to the program. Allison was offered a contract to perform 
with the Madison Scouts in the 2020 season, which is 
more than 25 performances in more than 10 states from 
June through August.

RomanNumerals

8282

By Lindsay Doty

On a brisk December morning outside Brown Elemen-
tary, 32 energetic students hit the pavement to burn off 
some energy. They’re part of the school’s running club, a 
partnership with IU Health West Hospital to encourage 
healthy habits at a young age.

Dr. Amanda Gripe, a Riley Children’s Health pediatric 
hospitalist at IU West, joined the joggers and gave a pre-
run pep talk about healthy choices. She was impressed 
with the students’ knowledge about limiting sweets and 
getting active.  

Good habits start early, she said.
“The most important thing adults can do to prevent 

childhood obesity is to help kids to develop healthy hab-
its — nutritious food choices, regular physical activity and 
adequate sleep,” said Dr. Gripe. “As children are learning 
to make their own decisions, they often follow the lead of 
the adults in their lives.” 

Adults modeling healthy habits can make an entire 
family healthier, she said. 

“Emphasize fruits and vegetables at meals and snack 
time,” she said. “Manage portion sizes. Be active. Children 
should aim for 60 minutes of physical activity every day.”

According to a 2017 obesity study by the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the prevalence of obesity 
for children and adolescents aged 2-19 years was 18.5% 
and affected about 13.7 million children and adolescents.

To address the issues, IU Health West provided a grant 
to the Brownsburg Education Foundation to support run-
ning clubs at four Brownsburg elementary schools for 
students in grades 3 through 5. 

More than 250 students participate. The clubs are led 
by volunteer teachers, like Mary Kitner, a second grade 
teacher at Brown Elementary. 

The format of the club starts with a quick discussion 
about health, a warm up, and a run split into groups de-
pending on pace. 

This is IU Health West’s third year supporting the run-
ning program.

2019 Dogtona kissing contents winner S’Forris slurps 
Plainfield’s Maci Tetrick a former Miss Hoosier Heartland 
and former Hendricks County Fair Queen.  
(Photo by Faith Toole)

The Hendricks County Substance Abuse Task Force poses for a photo at a recent meeting. They work to reduce abuse of 
alcohol and other controlled substances in Hendricks County. (Photo provided by Chase Cotten, HCSATF)

Brownsburg High School senior Allison Plachta auditioned for the 
Madison Scouts Drum Corps. This is the first year in the group’s 82-
year history females could audition. Allison was offered a contract 
and will perform with the corp from June-August. Photo provided by 
(Tony McCrackin)

Dr. Amanda 
Gripe from IU 
Health West 
Hospital high 
fives a member 
of the Brown 
Elementary 
running club 
Dec. 2. She 
joined the group 
for jog and pep 
talk as part of a 
health initiative 
partnership with 
Brownsburg 
schools. (Photo 
provided by IU 
West Hospital)

By Lindsay Doty

Heroin, fentanyl, oxycodone, vicodin. Opioids 
are the leading cause of overdose in Hendricks 
County, according to the Hendricks County Sub-
stance Abuse Task Force (HCSATF), a collaboration 
to prevent drug use and help people recovering 
from addiction.

“People who have a substance use disorder or 
the disease of addiction are our loved ones: our 
siblings, our spouses, our parents, our kids, our 
friends, our colleagues,” said HCSATF president 
Chase Cotton.

While statistics are improving, he said the 
numbers are still “big enough.”

In 2018, 25 people in Hendricks County died 
of a drug overdose and 200-300 more were hos-
pitalized for non-fatal drug overdoses.

The task force offers grant funding oppor-
tunities to local agencies who want to make a 
difference, including work-release treatment 

programs and drug education in the county’s six 
school districts.

This year, the group created several education-
al videos through the Hendricks County Health 
Partnership for student athletes and coaches 
that show the risk of addiction with prescription 
painkillers.

“Oftentimes, a student athlete who gets in-
jured in practice or during a game may be intro-
duced to prescription pain medication follow-
ing surgeries,” Cotton said. “The videos feature 
interviews with local experts who are invested in 
preventing addiction among young people and 
provide information on where to seek help if it is 

needed.”
The task force is led by around 16 individuals. 

It has a strong focus on prevention and works 
closely with community partners.

While much of the work is done behind the 
scenes, community events, like an upcoming 
drug-free bowling night, help connect the team 
with Hendricks County families.

“Most of the HCSATF members are also com-
munity members who live in Hendricks County, 
so this is our way of giving back to the communi-
ty and spreading awareness about the work that 
we do,” Cotton

By Lindsay Doty

For owners and their canine companions, it 
doesn’t get more pet-friendly than Dogtona.

It’s touted as spring break for dogs. The 18th 
annual Hendricks County Humane Society event 
that’s taking place on Jan. 18 will be packed with 
doggie games, stage shows, vendors, dog con-
tests, adoptions, a cafe (serving people and dog 
food) and lots of pup-friendly fun. 

“About 10 years ago, I realized Dogtona! had a 
life of its own,” said Cameron Johnson, Hendricks 
County Humane Society volunteer and long-
time event organizer. “While talking to some-
one about dogs (imagine that, me talking about 
dogs) they asked if I had heard of Dogtona! and 
how much fun it was.”

Dogtona! was created to provide people with 
an inexpensive, fun day for their pets and to 
promote the adoption of homeless dogs in area 
shelters and rescue groups.

Through the years, Johnson has watched 
countless memories made at the event. From 
families leaving with a new rescue pet to kids 
getting to see their reluctant puppy try new 
things, like the doggie tunnel. 

“Dogtona! is a physical representation of part 
of our mission statement, ‘furthering the people-
animal bond’ and is to be an economical day for 
the family,” said Johnson. 

Last year more than 300 dogs attended. 
Rescue groups are also on hand to explain the 

importance of spay/neuter. There will also be 
service dog booths to help guests find out about 
volunteer opportunities. 

“I think the most education comes from 

seeing other breeds and talking to folks about 
issues they might be having with their dog,” said 
Johnson.

The profits from Dogtona! go toward the Hen-
dricks County Humane Society’s general budget 
and help with projects like the new dog park in 
Brownsburg. Organizers said the focus is more 
about fun than funds. 

The smiles and tail wagging make it all worth 
it, Johnson said. The best compliment is hearing 
visitors say they wouldn’t miss it and that their 
dog sleeps all day when they get home.

By Faith Toole

Social media was abuzz with a story posted by Na-
tional Hot Rod Association (NHRA) national dragster 
associate editor Jacob Sundstrom naming Browns-
burg’s Antron Brown as the NHRA’s Top Fuel Driver of 
the Decade. 

“Antron Brown won 42 races and three champion-
ships during the 2010s, a tremendous achievement 
that served as a true coming-out party for the former 
Pro Stock Motorcycle rider,” Sundstrom wrote Dec. 
31. “Any doubt that Brown would struggle to adjust 
to Top Fuel dragster melted away as he cut spectacu-
lar lights and eventually moved into stellar equip-
ment.”

Racing is in Brown’s blood.
“It’s a great honor to be honored as the driver the 

decade, especially in NHRA,” Brown said. “Drag rac-
ing has always been a dream of mine growing up 

around this sport. As a kid, my 
dad and uncle would drive from 
New Jersey to Indy every year 
for the Big Go, the mecca of drag 
racing. 

“Now I’m living in the Disney 
World of the sport, Brownsburg,” 
he said. “Our kids have been 
raised here. They go to Browns-
burg elementary, middle school 
and high schools. So, when I look 
back and say, ‘Hey, I’m part of this 
magical era of the last 10 years.’ 
It’s an honor to be known as a 
driver decade, but also live in the 
place, the dream place that I al-
ways wanted to live in.”

Brownsburg’s Antron Brown was named the NHRA’s Top Fuel Driver of the 
Decade Dec. 31. (Photo by Faith Toole)
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Lives Remembered

Rachel Sigler 
June 2, 2019

First and foremost, Rachel Sigler loved her family fiercely. 
She turned many aspirations into impressive achievements, but what 

she wanted the most was to be a wife and mother.
She attended Marian University for vocal performance and was a 

former member of the Indianapolis Symphonic Choir. Later, she trans-
ferred to IUPUI, studying chemistry. She worked in clinical data man-
agement where she met Clint, her husband of 20 years.

She was a member of Kingsway Christian Church and volunteered in 
their children’s ministry. She was also a member of Tri Kappa Sorority 
and a former parent-teacher organization president for Cedar Elemen-
tary School. She could always be found volunteering for Avon school 
activities and ran her own children to and from sports and choir events.

“She meant so much to so many people in our community,” said Lisa 
Dulcich-Suyeyasu, Avon Chamber executive assistant. “Rachel was an 
amazing person.”

“For me, she was my best friend,” said her husband Clint. “It would 
have been our 20th anniversary in October of this year. She was a spe-
cial person and always made you feel comfortable. We did everything 
together. We raised a family and have four great kids.”

“She was always involved,” said her friend Amiee Westfall. “She al-
ways said she couldn’t be one to just drop her kids off at a function or 
a club. She always felt like she wanted to help with whatever they were 
involved in. With having four children that she loved deeply, there were 
a lot of different types of activities that she was involved in for sure — 
sports, music, church. She and Clint both were involved with the chil-
dren’s church at Kingsway.”

Westfall met Sigler through their children’s musical theater camp and 
became fast friends.

“Rachel had the best hugs ever,” she said. “She’s an awesome person.”
“She genuinely cared about people,” Clint said. “When she passed 

away it seemed like it affected so many lives. Every time someone saw 
her they’d get a big hug and a big smile and the conversation would 
just pick up from where it was the last time. She was a genuine friend to 
so many people.”

Noel Michael Peters 
January 4, 2019

Noel Michael Peters grew up in North Salem, graduating from North 
Salem High School in 1968. He earned his degree from Ball State Uni-
versity, where he majored in biology, physical education and drivers 
education.

Always going by Mike instead of Noel, he coached Pee Wee baseball 
and elementary basketball. While he began his teaching career in Mun-
cie, he spent the bulk of his years in Brownsburg and Danville. In the 
end, he was a school administrator for 37 years and a teacher for three.

During this time, he was a member of the Indiana Association of 
School Principals for 30 years and served on its board of directors for 
five years and as the executive board of directors for eight. He was also 
a member of the National Association of School Principals for 35 years.

In addition to his educational endeavors, Peters was heavily involved in 
the community, serving on the Hendricks County Fair board for 32 years.

“I was on fair board with him for 19 years,” said Brenda Burnell. “All 
my experiences with him were in 4-H. He was truly one of my mentors. 
He showed me the ropes. He was always called ‘Red Dog’ over two-way 
radio. One of my fondest memories was hearing him on the radio. He 
showed me what to do and how to handle a lot of different situations.”

Burnell was president of the board for three years and said that Pe-
ters was a great advisor.

“I was the first and only woman president,” she said. “I asked a lot of 
questions of Mike and sought a lot of advice from him about handling peo-
ple. For two years I was president for the hottest fairs in history. He was so 
good to my kids and my entire family. My kids just love him. He’s the best.”

With his school background, kids participating in the fair flocked to 
Peters.

“He was great at smoothing out situations,” Burnell said. “If there was 
something that arose for the kids, he’d pull them aside and calm every-
one down and fix what he could fix. Bringing that to the fair was such a 
great contribution. We all needed that. He was definitely a calming agent, 
a person who could always calm down a situation and work through it. 
He didn’t ask for your respect, but boy you sure gave it to him.”
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We lost many great citizens in 2019. Many were ICONs in our community and led the way for a brighter 
future. Their sacrifices made our community better, and in this issue, we reflect on their contributions.  

This is not a comprehensive list, by any means, just a remembrance of a few who gave so much. 
They may be gone from our lives, but they are not forgotten.

Stephen Biggerstaff 
October 17, 2019

Stephen Biggerstaff was a world traveler and a family man. Passion-
ate about education and children, he founded the Suzi Biggerstaff Me-
morial Scholarship for Plainfield High School students and served on 
the Jackson Center for Conductive Education board in Mooresville.

Biggerstaff graduated from the University of Evansville in 1969 with a 
degree in electrical engineering. In his exceptional professional career, 
he was never afraid to take risks or try something new. He retired from 
Duke Energy in 2001 as executive vice president of economic develop-
ment. Later he co-founded Metronet and consulted for that business 
until his passing.

“He was a visionary,” friend Stan Bassett said. “I learned a lot from him. 
We had this vision of starting the Hendricks County Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. We worked with all the officials in Hendricks County, 
and it took several years to bring this all together. This all started be-
cause of Steve Biggerstaff. Steve brought a lot of the funds to the table. 
He was president of the partnership, and then I followed him and was 
president. This county just exploded, and it’s really because of him and 
his vision. I learned so much from him. He’s very compassionate, but 
when it came down to business, he was all business.”

While Biggerstaff was always there if you needed him, he just had a 
tremendous sense of business.

“He worked so hard,” Bassett said. “He never stopped. He was a real 
true friend and someone that I probably enjoyed working with more 
than anyone else because he taught me a lot, which spilled over into 
running my business Bassett Heating and Cooling in Plainfield.”

Many will miss Biggerstaff. 
“Steve was never looking for fame, fortune or glory,” he said. “I think 

about his caring for other people and no matter who you were or what 
you were, he was always willing to help.”

 

Glenn O’Connor 
March 15, 2019

When Father Glenn O’Connor passed away, he was serving as the 
pastor of St. Susanna Catholic Church in Plainfield. He had been at the 
church since 2012 and was loved by parishioners and students alike.

O’Connor also served as Catholic Chaplain at the Indianapolis Inter-
national Airport, chaplain of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, chaplain 
for the Indiana Department of Corrections and was a spiritual director 
of Cursillo.

A passion of O’Connor’s was auto racing, and he was also the Catho-
lic chaplain for the IndyCar ministry. Known as the “Priest in the Pits,” he 
enjoyed working on several Indy racing teams.

“His dining room was lined with photos of past races he had been a 
part of, and you could tell this was a special ministry to him,” said dea-
con Charlie Giesting. “Father Glenn was driven by the mission of Christ 
to spread the gospel to everyone, using words as needed, while always 
being a great example of Christ by his words and actions to help others, 
especially the most vulnerable.”

O’Connor took care of his parishioners day and night.
“I think most people felt so confident with Father Glenn, that no mat-

ter what would happen or what would be needed, when Father Glenn 
was on your side, anything was possible,” Giesting said. “If someone was 
near death and wanted him to pray with and for them, he was there. If 
he saw a need and realized he could not do it all by himself, he would 
work to get others involved and often started new and various church 
committees to get what needed done.”

Personally, O’Connor was a great mentor to Giesting.
“Especially when I started with the Indianapolis archdiocise’s four-

year diaconate formation program, we would meet periodically, and 
he would ask me how it was all going studying, working with outreach 
programs and how my prayer life was going,” Giesting said.

O’Connor was caring and compassionate in his approach to all people.
“He would try to take care of anybody he thought needed his help,” 

Giesting said.
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Karen Devaisher 
December 14, 2019

Even though the requirement for the United Methodist conference 
was to retire at 72, that didn’t mean that Karen Devaisher was done 
working.

After her retirement in 2012, she served as associate district superin-
tendent of the Central District of UMC until 2018 as well as interim pas-
tor at Bethel United Methodist Church.

Devaisher came to seminary later in life, starting at Louisville Presby-
terian Seminary at age 49. She pastored several churches and retired 
from Avon United Methodist.

“I was pastor Karen’s administrative assistant for nine years,” said Su-
zie Clore. “She started in June of 1999 and was there until 2012 when 
she actually retired.”

Clore said Devaisher grew the church from 200 to 300 people to 
more than 1,000.

“She was a wonderful counselor and very caring and generous,” Clore 
said.

Devaisher started a teddy bear drive for Avon, and in January of ev-
ery year asked everyone to bring teddy bears to the church to donate 
to Hendricks Regional Health. Patients going through certain treat-
ments were then allowed to pick out their own teddy bear.

“It was mostly people who’d had surgery,” Clore said. “I happened to 
start radiation treatments, and my first day they asked if I wanted to 
pick one out.”

Once a month the United Methodist Church and central district gives 
clothing and food to Fletcher Place Community Center in Fountain 
Square in Indianapolis, and Avon UMC gives peanut butter and jelly.

“From the time she was there, we supplied all the peanut butter and 
jelly for the center,” Clore said. 

Serving her community was a priority, and Devaisher contributed her 
time as a member of the boards for Fletcher Place, IU West Hospital, Ot-
terbein Franklin SeniorLife Community and Mental Health America in 
Hendricks County, among others.

“Karen was a great counselor,” Clore said. “She was there for you 
many times if you were in the hospital. She had what’s called a clinging 
cross. She gave those out, and they were small enough to hold in your 
hand at all times.”

Clore said that among other things Devaisher was a great boss.
“She was just a wonderful person,” she said. 

Debra Beasley 
December 15, 2019

Debra Beasley was known countywide as the owner of Beasley’s Or-
chard in Danville. 

Autumn in Hendricks County meant trips to the orchard for apple 
cider, caramel apples and family fun days that included pet weekends 
and honoring the county’s first responders.

“Debbie was a great representative of Danville,” said Marcia Lynch, 
former Danville Chamber of Commerce executive director. “Her ideas 
and hard work brought thousands to Danville and demonstrated what 
a friendly community Danville is. Her legacy of love and friendship will 
continue at Beasley’s Orchard through her children. She will be truly 
missed.”

Jaime Bohler Smith, Visit Hendricks County executive director has 
known Beasley most of her life and has fond childhood memories of 
trips to the orchard. 

Hendricks County Tourism Commission would not be what it is today 
without Beasley’s input, and Smith called her a tourism trailblazer.

“If our organization had a mom, it would be Debbie,” Bohler Smith 
said. “Debbie was a part of a group that advocated for the implementa-
tion of the innkeeper’s tax in Hendricks County, and was appointed as 
one of the original members of the Hendricks County Tourism Commis-
sion in 1998.”

Beasley was working in tourism before tourism itself was even “a 
thing” in Hendricks County.

“She created a place people wanted to visit,” she said. “And when 
they did, they decided maybe they’d want to live here.”

Beasley served on the commission until 2009 and held every lead-
ership position within the group including president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer and committee chair. In 2016, she was featured as 
one of Indiana’s Faces of Tourism with the Indiana Tourism Association. 
She also received the Distinguished Hoosier Award from then governor 
Mitch Daniels. 

When Beasley’s son Calvin took over operating the orchard as the 
third generation manager, she took time to explore her love to travel 
and go to her cabin in southern Indiana, spending time with her family 
and grandchildren. 

Beasley will be greatly missed by everyone who knew her.
“We are confident her legacy will live on through the many lives she 

touched with her generosity, her humor and of course those apple 
dumplings and apple cider,” Smith said.
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Bill Simpson 
December 16, 2019

After a career in racing, Bill Simpson, spent his career keeping 
fellow drivers safe in a career as an innovator in the world of mo-
torsports safety equipment.

Simpson, a Southern California native competed as a driver in 
drag racing, sports car racing, and open-wheel formula racing. He 
made 52 career IndyCar starts between 1968 and 1977 and pro-
duced 11 top-10 finishes.

He cherished his one start in the 1974 Indianapolis 500, where 
he finished 13th.

As a teenager, he crashed his dragster and broke both his arms. 
During that recovery, he started thinking about safety and rented 
a sewing machine to come up with his first advancement: a para-
chute to help dragsters slow down at the finish line.

Simpson decided to hang up his racing helmet in 1977 to fully 
pursue his passion for innovation and engineering.  He went on 
to become a trailblazer in racing safety equipment, including fire 
suits, helmets, and harnesses.

His big breakthrough came when friend Pete Conrad, a NASA as-
tronaut, introduced him to Normex, a temperature-resistant fabric. 
Simpson created the world’s first racing suit made of Normex and 
brought it to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. He would set him-
self on fire in front of crowds to demonstrate the suit’s effective-
ness that is now standard for drivers.

Simpson was inducted into the Motorsports Hall of Fame of 
America in 2003 and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of 
Fame in 2014.

Former IndyCar driver and Indy 500 racer Jimmy Kite lives in 
Brownsburg. He teamed up with Simpson and was one of the first 
to race in a helmet he designed for driver safety.

“My whole 10-year career I wore Simpson racing products,” Kite 
said. “He saved my life a lot.”

Simpson will be remembered for innovation in the sports racing 
world, Kite said. 

“He’s the Ben Franklin of racing safety,” Kite said. “So many driv-
er’s lives, myself included, have been saved because of him.”

Allan Bolante manages the Comfort Suites in Brownsburg and 
knew Simpson for 20 years.

 “Bill was most instrumental in developing Brownsburg into the 
motorsports base for a lot of the race teams and motorsports ancil-
laries that it is today” said Allan.

COMMUNITY

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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Champions OF Philanthropy

presents

CHAMPION CHEVROLET OF AVON
183 S County Rd 525 East, Avon IN 46123 | 317-210-8041 | chevyofavon.com

HENDRICKS COUNTY’S

Gail Tharp’s love for history is matched only by her aff ection for Hendricks 
County. A volunteer at the Hendricks County Historical Museum, she also has 
served on the museum’s board for the last 12 years.

“I’m also on the Danville Library board. I transcribe records for them,” Tharp said. 
“And I’m on the board of the Downtown Danville Partnership as a representative 
of the museum.”

Each partnership board member represents a diff erent organization.
“I volunteer for whatever activities that the partnership has,” Tharp said. “I take 

money for Summer Sounds, and I work with Mayberry Days and the parade.”
Tharp’s interest in preserving county history and her research on a book led 

her to begin volunteering at the museum. Tharp and Phyllis Parsons coauthored 
Hendricks County: Images of America.

“I’ve written some other local history,” she said. “One called Churches of the Past, and I’m currently working on 
one on early schools of Hendricks County.”

Tharp was asked to be on the Danville Library board because of her interest in the library’s Indiana Room, 
which off ers information on the history of Hendricks County.

“Right now, I’m transcribing old church records,” she said. “I’m enjoying it. The important thing is that the 
records that the library has are in a climate-controlled room. By transcribing them they’ll be on the shelf and 
people can fi nd out about local history and about families that may have attended the church. It’ll bring (the 
church records) out of the protected area.”

But Tharp says she spends most of her volunteer time with the museum.
“I enjoy working at the museum and meeting all the diff erent people throughout the county,” she said. “I’ve 

become friends with many of them.”

Tharp’s Sharp on Hendricks County History

Who is 
Gail Th arp

Family: husband, Donald 
(deceased); daughter, Maureen 
Elliot, and two grandchildren, 
Seth and Sarah

Occupation: Retired

What are you currently 
reading? Great Women of the 
Bible

What is your favorite TV show? 
Favorites include shows on the 
History Channel, Food Network 
and the news.

COMMUNITY
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804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 1/24/20.
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 45 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 2/15/20

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 2/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262

East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517

North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993

South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

COMMUNITY

ICONICbriefs
Brownsburg student earns Eagle Scout rank

Brownsburg High School 
senior Marcus Snapp, 17, was 
awarded his Eagle Scout rank 
at his Court of Honor ceremo-
ny Dec. 29. Snapp is a mem-
ber of Boy Scout Troop 386.

Snapp has earned 34 merit 
badges and his Arrow of Light 
award. 

To earn the Eagle rank, 
a Scout must demonstrate 
leadership and community 
service by organizing and 
completing an Eagle project. 
Snapp worked with A Crit-
ter’s Chance, a local organi-
zation specializing in exotic 
and farm animal rescue. He 
built eight platforms and four 
exercise runs for foxes and a 
muntjac deer.

At BHS Snapp participates 
in the Madrigal Singers/Spot-
light Singers & Co. choirs.

Marcus Snapp, 17, earned his Eagle Scout rank 
at his Court of Honor ceremony Dec. 29. His 
project helped animals at A Critter’s Chance 
animal rescue. He is the son of Dave and Tracey 
Snapp of Brownsburg. (Photo provided by Tracey 
Snapp)
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March 13, 2020 • 6 – 11 p.m.
The Top Eliminator Club at Lucas Oil Raceway

Presented by 

Individual reservations on sale through  
March 6th - $75 each

Reservations can be made by calling the BEF Office at 
317.852.1056 or online at  

www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org

Join us for this fun evening when we celebrate the 
quality education in our community and raise money 

to benefit the students and teachers of the Brownsburg 
Community Schools. The Brownsburg Education 

Foundation funds classroom grants, corporation-wide 
initiatives and student scholarships.

DINNER • CASH BAR • SILENT AUCTION • LIVE AUCTION  
DESSERT DASH • DJ • DIAMOND RAFFLE

Indiana Raffle License # 013480

The Brownsburg Education 
Foundation cordially invites you to the

COMMUNITY

ICONICbriefs

Purdue extension workshop highlights 
farm-succession planning

Farm families can learn how to 
successfully transition ownership 
from one generation to the next in 
a two-night workshop sponsored 
by the Purdue Extension Succes-
sion Planning Team. The meetings 
are 6 p.m. Jan. 30 and Feb. 12 at 
the Hendricks Co 4-H Fairgrounds 
& Conference Complex, 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville.

Attorneys, estate planning ex-
perts and Purdue Extension edu-
cators will present the workshop, 
called Farming Together: Enhanc-
ing Your Worth as a Farm Business 
Partner. 

Topics include farm family tran-
sitions, succession planning, hu-
man resource management with 
job descriptions, key financial as-
pects, legal issues associated with 
different life stages and recent suc-
cession planning success stories.

Attendees should allow 2 1/2-3 
hours per session. Cost is $50 for 
the first four family members and 
$10 for each additional member. 
Register online at cvent.com/d/
ghqwjy. For more information, 
contact Jeff Pell at (317) 745-9260 
or jpell@purdue.edu.

Danville church welcomes  
new part-time minister

The Unitarian Universalist Com-
munity Church of Hen-
dricks County welcomes 
Joel Tishkin as their new 
part time pastor. 

Tishkin will speak at 
UUCC on the second Sun-
day of each month starting 
Jan. 12. He will serve the 
church two more days per 
month by providing pastoral care 
and working to enhance the vi-
brancy of the congregation.

Tishken earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in history from the University 
of Wisconsin and a master’s and a 

doctorate in history from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin 
and a Master of Divinity de-
gree from Earlham College. 
He has served as an interim 
minister and sabbatical 
minister for the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church of 
Muncie.

The public can greet 
Tishken Sunday in this new role at 
the Unitarian Universalist Commu-
nity Church of Hendricks County, 
95 N. Jefferson St., Danville. He will 
speak on Living Regret-free: Wis-
dom from the Dying at 10 a.m. 

MLK Day celebration features  
multicultural dessert pitchin

The Hendricks County Alliance 
for Diversity will host a multicul-
tural dessert pitchin in observance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Jan. 20 in the Pavilion 
Center at Washington Township 
Park, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon.

Derrin Slack, founder and CEO 
of Pro-Act Indy will speak. The In-
diana nonprofit is designed to en-
gage youth in public service. 

Attendees are asked to bring 

a dessert representative of their 
culture or heritage. Free but space 
is limited. Registration is required: 
hcad-mlkday-2020.eventbrite.com. 
Contact Natalie Brake at hendrick-
salliance@yahoo.com or (317) 850-
0291.

The Hendricks County Alliance 
for Diversity is a fund of the Hen-
dricks County Community Founda-
tion.
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Your Legacy Tells Your Story.
Write a Good One.
For almost 25 years, the Community Foundation has been serving Hendricks County by helping donors match their 
passions with community needs, awarding over $13 million in grants to nonprofits and scholarships to high school 
seniors, and partnering with other local nonprofits to impact our community for good. 

A Family Legacy Fund is a special type of unrestricted fund at the Community Foundation that allows a family to 
permanently support their community while memorializing their family name. These funds are a powerful tool for good 
because they provide the funds for HCCF to make grants to current and emerging needs in our community-- needs that 
often would not be met otherwise.  We are grateful to those families who started Family Legacy Funds and wanted a 
legacy for good to become part of their story.

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240

Bradford & Ceciley Casselman Family Legacy Fund
Their Story:

Bob and Beth Casselman both grew up in Hendricks 
County and love their home in Brownsburg. They enjoy 
being active outdoors and appreciate the great parks 
and green spaces in their community.  

Their son Brad and and his wife Ceciley have deep roots 
in Hendricks County as well, and Ceciley grew up as a 
part of the multi-generational Starkey family, owner of 
Starkey Farms. They just bought their “forever” home 
in Danville for their family of three, soon to be four. 
Bob and Beth were seeking a gift for them, both for 
Christmas and for a house-warming gift. They knew 
their son and daughter-in-law love our community and 
are committed to making an impact here.  
. 

Their Legacy: 

Bob and Beth wanted to make a gift that would be a wise investment and also meaningful to their family, so they 
established a Family Legacy Fund in the name of their son and daughter-in-law at the Community Foundation.   Their 
donation was matched 5 to 1 by the Clowes Fund, where Beth serves as Executive Director, and then tripled by the GIFT 
VII match.   This was clearly the answer to their question of where they could maximize their money.   Brad and Ceciley 
are very excited to have a fund in their name and are looking forward to adding to the fund to make a difference for 
good in their community. 

Beth said, ‘There really was no question about it.  HCCF has proven over and over, particularly through their 
needs assessment and community leadership work, that they know the pulse of the community and where 
best to use our money.   We trust them not only to wisely invest and steward the money, but also to make the 
right choices about how to grant the funds where they are needed most.”

CASSELMAN FAMILY  BRAD & CECILEY CASSELMAN
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Their Story: 

Carolyn Johnson was born and raised in Hendricks County and enjoyed all of her 
82 years raising her 6 children, 18 grandchildren, 35 great-grandchildren and 2 
great-great-grandchildren in a community she loved.  She married Wayne Johnson 
at age 15 and had 6 kids by age 23, so Carolyn was accustomed to hard work early 
in life. In addition to being a wife and mother, she drove a school bus for Plainfield 
Community Schools for 45 years.  She was known for purchasing, out of her own 
pocket,  hats and gloves for her “bus kids” so they wouldn’t be cold in the winter.

Their Legacy:

Carolyn’s door and kitchen table were always open to all her friends, family and neighbors.  She organized and cooked 
meals for many of the elderly in her neighborhood for years; her table was worn from so many weary souls seeking the 
warmth of her care and compassion in her home. She passed away this past year, and her family wanted to honor her 
memory and leave a legacy in her name.  They started the Carolyn Johnson Legacy Fund at the Community Foundation 
because they believed that was the best way to honor their mother and grandmother.  Carolyn’s daughter, Heidi Irving, 
said, “My mother poured her whole life into the people of this county, and we want her devotion and legacy to 
continue through the impact her fund will make right here in the community she loved. “ 

Carolyn Johnson Legacy Fund
JOHNSON FAMILY

CAROLYN JOHNSON

Jenny Miller & Family Legacy Fund
Their Story: 

Jenny Miller was an educator at heart and taught at several different schools for 36 years 
as well as volunteering with many local nonprofit organizations in Hendricks County. 
Jenny loved children and had a tremendous passion to teach them and prepare them for 
success.  She modeled love in action with all her students and even took Spanish classes 
so she could more effectively communicate with her Spanish-speaking students.

In 1992, Jenny was diagnosed with breast cancer. She fought for her life for 16 years before 
passing away in April 2008.  Her husband Howard and daughter Amy were approached by 
many people after her death who asked them to seek out a way to keep her memory alive.

JENNY MILLER

MILLER FAMILY

Their Legacy:

In the fall of 2008, Howard and Amy started the “Jenny Miller Memorial Scholarship Fund” at the Community Foundation.  
In 2019, Howard and Amy converted the fund into a Family Legacy Fund.  Transferring the funds into a Family Legacy 
Fund allowed them to continue to support local education among other things as well as to take advantage of the HCCF 
Match for converted scholarship funds.  

Amy said, “My mom was an amazing woman, and we want to honor her memory through the grants this fund will 
make to support the community she loved.”

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240 Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240
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FOR A 
LIMITED TIMEGifts to Family Legacy Funds will be matched  $2 for $1!

Family Legacy Funds
Lloyd & Marsha Acton Family Legacy Fund

Bill Baker Family Legacy Fund

Bassett Family Legacy Fund

Al & Nancy Bennett Family Legacy Fund

C.M. & Jean Bottema Family Legacy Fund

Brock Family Legacy Fund

Steven S. Cagle Legacy Fund

Bradford & Ceciley Casselman Family
      Legacy Fund

Comer Family Legacy Fund

Mel & Deedee Daniel Family Legacy Fund

James & Suzanne Durell Legacy Fund

Eichenberger Family Legacy Fund

Richard & Nancy Fine Family Legacy Fund

Givan Family Legacy Fund

James & Roberta Graham Family 
      Legacy Fund

Kevin & Susan Gregory Family 
      Legacy Fund

Guenthner Family Legacy Fund

Hank & Cabrera Families Legacy Fund

Hanna Family Legacy Fund

Hanni Family Legacy Fund 

Hardin Family Legacy Fund

Kim & Mark Harris Family Legacy Fund

Sally Dillon Haver & Harry Haver 
      Legacy Fund

Hine Family Legacy Fund

Tom & Mary Hobbs Family Legacy Fund

Narcissa D. Hocker Legacy Fund

Jaworski Family Legacy Fund

Carolyn Johnson Legacy Fund

Leffler Family Legacy Fund

Bob & Alice McColgin Family Legacy Fund

McCoy Family Legacy Fund

Jenny Miller & Family Legacy Fund

Moore Family Legacy Fund

Pohl Family Legacy Fund

Max & Jill Poynter Family Legacy Fund

Rhodehamel Family Legacy Fund

Rozzi Family Legacy Fund

Wayne & Rosalie Rutledge Legacy Fund in                
      Memory of the Schulmeister Family

Scamahorn Family Legacy Fund

Ron & Carol Shirrell Family Legacy Fund

Shelby Rae Smith Legacy Fund

Guy & Jennifer Swenson Legacy Fund

Tincher Family Legacy Fund

J. Eric Vaughn & Family Legacy Fund

Villanueva Family Legacy Fund

Eli Welch Legacy Fund

Whicker Family Legacy Fund

Whiles-Wiles Family Legacy Fund

Whitmore Memorial Legacy Fund

Jim Winings Memorial Legacy Fund

Wyeth Family Legacy Fund

Dan & Sandy Young Family Legacy Fund

Rev. Teal Younce Legacy Fund

Make a Family Legacy Fund 
Part of YOUR Story
These families know the power for good in the HCCF Family Legacy Funds and made a Family Legacy Fund part of their 
story.  You can too! You and your family have the opportunity to make a difference in Hendricks County just like these 
families through these permanent, flexible funds. With the $2 for $1 match through the Lilly Endowment Inc. GIFT VII 
initiative, your gift will be tripled!  But don’t delay—this offer is only valid until December 2020 or until matching funds 
are exhausted.

Your gift to start a Family Legacy Fund will become grants to meet local needs in our community, just like these 
recent legacy fund grants:
   

Join us and all these families listed below in making a lasting difference in your community! 
Contact us at 317.268.6240 about starting your own Family Legacy Fund.

• A building for Family Promise
• Men’s housing at Sheltering Wings
• Sensory garden at Sycamore Services   

• Strategic planning for Hendricks County Humane 
Society

• Marketing plan for Central Indiana K-9 Association
• Hendricks County Resource Guide in Spanish

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240
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ICONICsociety
New Years bash raises funds for Hendricks County arts organization

Hendricks County residents rang in the new 
year at the 2019 Black and White Ball & Bash 
at the Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Conference Complex.

Dressed in anything black and white from 
tiaras to tennis shoes, diamonds to denim and 
dressed for the second decade of the roar-
ing ‘20s, guest raised funds for the Hendricks 
County Arts Council. 

Proceeds will benefit artists and arts organi-
zations in Hendricks County.

Those who attended, enjoyed food stations, 
dancing and a midnight champagne toast.

Sloan Shockley and Jeff Lewis

Mark and Shirley Medjesky

Sue and Dan GillockAmber Miller, Anna Newmaster and Sarah Reynolds

Julie and Roger DutcherPaula and Don RaymondSharon and Jim Woodrum

Barry Snyder, Tony and Tamara Cloud and Lollie Henshilwood (Photos by Faith Toole)  
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Visit our web site at  
Bassettservices.com

to see what over 10,000 customers 
like you say about our service!

317-839-5877

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING

of heating & cooling service to
our Hendricks County family!

Celebrating

41 years

Furnace not working properly?  
Call us for a tuneup today!

HISTORY &
ARCHITECTURE

By Ken Sebree

In 1729 John Wesley became the 
leader of a small group at Oxford 
University known as the Holy Club. 
The members of this club in Eng-
land focused on honesty, modesty, 
obedience and reverence. 

This is generally regarded as the 
first expression of Methodism. As 
this movement grew, so did pres-
sure to separate the Methodists 
from the Church of England. Wes-
ley refused, and he remained an 
Anglican priest until his death.

The Wesleyan movement spread 
to America, and in 1771 Francis 
Asbury arrived to begin his 45-year 
ministry in North America, much 
of it to people on the frontier. As-
bury preached wherever he got a 
hearing, and he was soon made 
Wesley’s general assistant. 

Asbury traveled a circuit, as did 
all Methodist preachers, spread-
ing the Gospel to as many frontier 
people as possible. Asbury crossed 
the Allegheny Mountains 60 times 
and traveled an average of 5,000 
miles a year on horseback. The ear-
ly growth of the Methodist church 
is largely the result of his strenu-
ous efforts.

After the Indiana legislature 
established Hendricks County in 
1823, population growth greatly 
accelerated. In 1832 Elias Hadley 
and Levi Jessup officially platted 
the Town of Plainfield. Its name re-
flected the “plain” dress and man-
ner of much of the population, 
many of whom were members of 
the Friends Church. 

The Methodist movement was 
strong in this new frontier town, 
and in 1836 a group of interested 
parties met and organized what 
is now called the Plainfield United 
Methodist Church.

For the past 183 years, as the 
community has grown, so has 
the Plainfield United Methodist 

Church. From a humble log church 
building to its beautiful modern 
church on Simmons Street, the 
church has continued to minister 
to all in need. 

Each week Plainfield United 
Methodist reaches the lives of 
more than 1,000 people through 
worship services, Bible studies, 
Christian education and commu-
nity outreach.

 As early as 1945, the church be-
gan to feed hungry people. Today 
it serves through its Saturday com-
munity meals, weekly outreach 
to homeless neighbors, and area 
food pantry support. 

With a strong commitment to 
serve the children of Plainfield, the 
church provides ongoing week-
day ministry to children from age 
1 to grade 5. Sundays include pro-
gramming for students of all ages, 
partnership with the local Just Be 
Kind kids club and other children’s 
outreach activities.

After all these years, John Wes-
ley would be proud to know that 
the United Methodist Church’s 
global membership now exceeds 
12.5 million people.

Methodist church traces 
today’s service to roots  

in the 18th century

Ken Sebree is a practicing 
architect and resident of 
Hendricks County for well over 
40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

Plainfield United Methodist Church has 
been part of the local community since 
the 1830s. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

BROWNSBURG

Judith Jackson
Judith Jackson, 80, passed away Dec. 26, 
2019. She was born Dec. 12, 1939. Services 
were held Dec. 30 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

William K. Robbins
William K. Robbins, 86, passed away Dec. 
20, 2019. He was born Aug. 4, 1933. Servic-
es were held Jan. 4 at Connection Pointe 
Christian Church, Brownsburg.

Jerry L. Patterson
Jerry L. Patterson, 78, passed away Dec. 24, 
2019. He was born Aug. 31, 1941. Services 
were held Dec. 28 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

David E. Parent
David E. Parent, 80, passed away Dec. 23, 
2019. He was born Jan. 29, 1939. Services 
were held Jan. 4 at Calvary United Method-
ist Church, Brownsburg.

JoElla Johnson Sigler
JoElla Johnson Sigler, 56, passed away Dec. 
30, 2019. She was born June 15, 1963. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 7 at Matthews Mortu-
ary, Brownsburg.

Donald Lawson
Donald Lawson, 70, passed away Jan. 1, 
2020. He was born April 24, 1949. Services 
were held Jan. 6 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Donna Elaine Brumett
Donna Elaine Brumett, 74, passed away 
Jan. 1, 2020. She was born Nov. 2, 1945. 
Services were held Jan. 4 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Speedway.

Rose Mary McIntire
Rose Mary McIntire, 93, passed away Jan. 2, 
2020. She was born May 4, 1926. Services 
were held Jan. 10 in Florida.

Reece A. Pruitt
Reece A. Pruitt passed away Jan. 4, 2020. 
Services were pending at press time.

David S. Trout
David S. Trout, 54, passed away Jan. 3, 2020. 
He was born Dec. 12, 1965. Services are Jan. 
10 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

AVON

Wayne T. Reeves
Wayne T. Reeves, 75, passed away Dec. 21, 
2019. He was born July 28, 1944. A celebra-
tion of life will be held at a later date.

Martha A. Nickol
Martha A. Nickol, 88, passed away Dec. 24, 
2019. She was born July 10, 1931. Services 
were held Dec. 30 at St. Christopher Catho-
lic Church, Speedway.

Kimberly Beeler
Kimberly Beeler, 50, passed away Dec. 23, 2019. 
She was born Sept. 2, 1969. Services were held 

Dec. 30 at Harvest Bible Chapel, Avon.
Alex B. Coers

Alex B. Coers, 33, passed away Dec. 25, 
2019. He was both Feb. 18, 1986. Services 
were held Dec. 30 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Marilyn Jo Knoy
Marilyn Jo Knoy, 83, passed away Jan. 1, 
2020. She was born Dec. 24, 1936. There 
will be no services.  

Dan E. Kurbursky
Dan E. Kurbursky, 67, passed away Dec. 31, 
2019. He was born June 25, 1952. Services 
were pending at press time.

Margaret Ann Ketchum
Margaret Ann Ketchum, 23, passed away 
Jan. 1, 2020. She was born May 11, 1996. 
Services were held privately.

DANVILLE

William D. Gabbard
William D. Gabbard, 71, passed away Dec. 
22, 2019. He was born Dec. 15, 1948. Ser-
vices were held Dec. 28 at Hall-Baker Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Susan Marie Hull
Susan Marie Hull, 72, passed away Dec. 21, 
2019. She was born June 21, 1947. Services 
were held Jan. 7 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Donald W. Jordan
Donald W. Jordan, 92, passed away Jan. 2, 
2020. He was born March 18, 1927. Servic-
es were held Jan. 6 at Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Clayton. 

PLAINFIELD

Carolyn Lee Blanton
Carolyn Lee Blanton, 79, passed away Dec. 
24, 2019. She was born March 26, 1940. 
Services were held Jan. 4 at Hampton Gen-
try Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Ronald Picketts
Ronald Picketts, 94, passed away Dec. 
29, 2019. He was born Dec. 13, 1925. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 3 at Lynhurst Baptist 
Church, Indianapolis.

Scott G. Robinson
Scott G. Robinson, 47, passed away Dec. 
19, 2019. He was born March 22, 1972. 
Services were held Dec. 30 at Bethel AME 
Church, Plainfield.

Tony G. Marchiando
Tony G. Marchiando, 90, passed away Dec. 
30, 2019. He was born Jan. 20, 1929. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 9 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Reo Campbell
Reo Campblell, 50, passed away Dec. 25, 
2019. He was born Nov. 10, 1969. Services 
will be at 3:30 p.m. Jan. 11 with visitation 
from 12:30-3:30 p.m. at Hampton-Gentry 

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength 
is based on 

the principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Mary A. Dixon

Mary A. Dixon, 78, passed away Jan. 3, 
2020. She was born Nov. 28, 1941. Services 
were held Jan. 6 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

PITTSBORO

Keith Fife
Keith Fife, 50, passed away Dec. 29, 2019. He 
was born April 5, 1969. Services were held 
Jan. 4 at David A. Hall Mortuary, Pittsboro.

Steve Brunes
Steve Brunes passed away Jan. 2, 2020. 
Services will be at 12 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
11, at David A. Hall Mortuary, Pittsboro 
with calling from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.RIDGE

Robert Delp Sr.
Robert Delp Sr., 92, passed away Dec. 24, 2019. 
He was born Sept. 2, 1927. Services were held 
Dec. 30 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

CLAYTON

Ben Wyley
Ben Wyley, 84, passed away Jan. 5, 2020. 
He was born March 10, 1935. Services 
were held Jan. 8 at Maple Hill Cemetery, 
Plainfield. 

HISTORY 
finds

By Deanna Hindsley, Hendricks 
County Museum board member

In the late 1800s it was com-
mon to have a calling card 
printed with just your name 
and possibly a greeting, such as 
these, saying “Happy New Year.” 
It was an indispensable acces-
sory to the fashionable, upper 
class life in the 1800s and early 
1900s.

When visitors came for a so-
cial call, they might leave this 
card in a small dish by the front 
door as a way to express ap-
preciation for a dinner party, to 
offer condolences for an illness 
or to simply say, “Hello,” if you 
called on a person who was not 
home at the time.  

A tray full of calling cards 
was a sort of social media, a 
way to advertise who was in 
one’s social circle, sometimes 
by placing the card of a wealthy 
or influential person to impress 
future visitors.

This display is seen at the 
Hendricks County Museum just 
inside the main entrance.

Calling cards

The Hendricks County Muse-
um collects, preserves and inter-
prets items related to Hendricks 
County history. The Hendricks 
County ICON will feature these 
items to help educate readers 
on the county’s history and give 
a glimpse inside the Danville 
museum’s walls. The museum is 
at 170 S. Washington St., Dan-
ville. They offer tours 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays from 
March through December and 
host special events. For more in-
formation visit hendrickscounty-
musuem.org.
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ONE  OF  A  K IND
Former Brownsburg coach Steve Brunes 

wore his passion on his sleeves

Players, family and friends fondly remember 
former Brownsburg basketball coach Steve 
Brunes. (Photo provided by David A. Hall 
Mortuary)

COMMUNITY

317.539.2024 • 800.531.6752
www.raystrash.com

“Is your company’s New Year’s resolution to go green? Call Ray’s and find out 
about all of its exciting recycling programs. Whether you need a small container 
for office recycling, or large-scale equipment to handle excess packing materials, 
and things in between, Ray’s has you covered. Ray’s Trash is the only call you 
need to make for your recycling and waste removal needs. We offer consultants 
to review your needs and design a competitively priced custom program for you. 
Call us today to schedule a review of your property’s disposal plan.”

317.539.2024 • 800.531.6752
www.raystrash.com

“Is your company’s New Year’s resolution to go green? Call Ray’s and find 
out about all of its exciting recycling programs. Whether you need a small 
container for office recycling, or large-scale equipment to handle excess 
packing materials, and things in between, Ray’s has you covered. Ray’s Trash 
is the only call you need to make for your recycling and waste removal needs. 
We offer consultants to review your needs and design a competitively priced 
custom program for you. Call us today to schedule a review of your property’s 
disposal plan.”

GREAT SERVICE 
SMART PRICING

CALL RAY’S TODAY.

PUBLIC AUCTION 
COIN & CURRENCY AUCTION

Lawson Auction Gallery
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana

SATURDAY – JANUARY 18TH – 10:00 AM
135 LOTS OF COIN & CURRENCY

1857 $1.00 GOLD - 1908 $2.50 GOLD - 1928 $20.00 GOLD 
LARGE CENTS - INDIAN CENTS

FRACTIONAL CURRENCY - LINCOLN CENTS - HALF DIMES - BARBER QUARTERS 
OVER 200 IDENTIFIED WORLD COINS - COMMEMORATIVE HALF DOLLARS

MORGAN DOLLARS TO INCLUDE CARSON CITY
PEACE DOLLAR SET - WALKING LIBERTY HALF DOLLARS

Preview: Friday, January 17th, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m..
Owner: James Held  

Auctioneers Note: The second of two auctions from one owner. All items sell  
ABSOLUTE, regardless of price! For more info & catalog visit:www.lawsonandco.com.

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com

By Mike Beas

Brownsburg’s 1991-92 boys basket-
ball team proved special for a number 
of reasons, one being the program’s 
time at the top of the old single-class 
rankings.

The Bulldogs were must-see hoops 
draped in purple, a senior-laden 
squad with a community following 
that seemed to take on new mem-
bers weekly. On the court, guard Craig 
Brunes either launched from deep or 
slithered his narrow frame in among 
the trees for tough-angle shots while 
forward Shane Headlee masterfully 
worked the baseline until freeing him-
self for a shot.

Then there was coach Steve Brunes, 
who leaned more toward substance 
than style. Far more. An old-school 
type, Brunes was the master of di-
sheveled as he barked instructions at 
players and opinions at game officials.

When the final buzzer sounded, 
Brunes often looked as though he had 
been playing. 

He died Jan. 2 at 
age 70. 

Services will be 
at 12 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 11, at David A. 
Hall Mortuary, 220 
N. Maple St., Pitts-
boro. Friends and 
family can gather 
from 10 a.m. until 
the time of the life 
celebration and are 
encouraged to share 
their memories.

What fans mostly 
saw when Brunes coached was an 
intensity that his teams were chal-
lenged to match. There was much 
more to the man, according to former 
Bulldogs guard Eric Riggs, a freshman 
on the 1991-92 squad who would be-
come a member of the 1995 Indiana 
All-Star team and one of the pro-
gram’s all time leading scorers.

“Coach Brunes cared about his 
kids,” said Riggs, who now resides in 
Noblesville with his family. “He would 
go to battle for you. As soon as those 
sleeves were being pulled up, you 
knew he was in it with you. He was a 
blast to play for. Running out of the 
locker room before the game at the 

old (Brownsburg) gym, we all had an 
extra few inches of vertical jump. The 
atmosphere was awesome.”

Former Ben Davis coach Steve Witty 
remembers it well. Ironically, Witty 
won his first game of a 13-year career 
with the Giants to open the 1989-
90 season, and later found himself 
embroiled in some classic shootouts 

against Bulldogs 
teams during the 
1990s.

“(Brownsburg) 
was a great venue 
to watch basketball. 
The fans were so 
close to the floor,” 
said Witty, who re-
tired after the 2001-
02 season with a re-
cord of 266-68 and 
a pair of single class 
state titles inside the 
since-imploded RCA 
Dome. 

“I always thought Steve was a good 
basketball coach, and you knew his 
teams were going to be prepared,” 
Witty said. “Steve was at Brownsburg 
at a time when the growth of Hen-
dricks County was starting to take off. 
Steve did a good job of building that 
program so that it could compete at 
the next level.”

Brunes left Brownsburg after the 
1997-98 season for what amounted to 
a four-year run at Castle High School 
in southern Indiana. He would go on 
to coach seven seasons at Columbus 
East before concluding his career with 
two seasons at Alexandria from 2010-
12. His career record was 544-304.

“He would go to battle 
for you. As soon as 
those sleeves were 

being pulled up, you 
knew he was in it with 
you. He was a blast to 

play for.”  
      — Former player Eric Riggs
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Welcome Dr. Emily Cha to our team of highly skilled 
physicians at Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Avon.
Dr. Emily Cha is fellowship trained in sports medicine and sees general orthopedic patients. 
She is currently accepting new patients. Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Brownsburg’s Malek Edmonds 
scored 20 points and grabbed seven 
rebounds as the host Bulldogs topped 
Muncie Central 62-54 Dec. 28. Pierce 
Thomas added 12 points, six re-
bounds and six assists.

Brownsburg’s Allison Bosse ss-
cored 17 points in 40-34 loss at Center 
Grove Jan. 2. They defeated Greens-
burg 56-50 Jan. 4 and lost two games 
in the Hall of Fame Classic in New 
Castle Dec. 27, falling to Penn 43-40 
and Salem 42-38. 

Brownsburg placed third by beat-
ing Warren Central 30-27 in Indiana 
High School Wrestling Coaches As-
sociation Class 3A Team State Duals in 
Fort Wayne Jan. 4.

Danville’s Ella Collier scored 11 of 
her team-high 19 points in the fourth 
quarter in a 55-53 loss to Marion Jan. 
4. She scored 30 points in Warriors 
74-18 rout of Frankfort Jan. 2. In a 49-
38 loss to East Central Dec. 28, Collier 
scored 16 and Chloe Gould added 13. 

Kobe Ward scored 19 points on 
9-of-17 shooting to lead Danville past 
Oldenburg Academy 64-31 Dec. 28 
in the Shortridge Tournament. Dillon 
Ware scored 14 points and grabbed a 
team-high nine rebounds. In open-
ing tournament game, Ware scored 21 
points in an 80-37 romp over Franklin.  
Ward added 15 points and six steals. 
Peyton Roof had  nine rebounds and 
nine assists.

Danville’s Logan Boe won the 
152-pound division in the Spartan 
Classic in Connersville Dec. 28. Team-
mate Chandler Schubert was the 
runner-up at 170 pounds.

For accomplishments about Hen-
dricks County athletes, email mambro-
gi@icontimes.com

ICONIC Athlete of the Week
THE  DR IVE  TOWARD H ISTORY

Danville’s Ella Collier putting the cap on her basketball career 

Danville senior Ella Collier approaches 2,000 career points  
and could be named the school’s first Indiana All-Star.  
(Photo by Rick Myers)

COMMUNITY

By Mike Beas

The 45th season of girls basketball at Danville High 
School has the potential to be special for the Warriors’ 
best player and the program as a whole.

Potential milestones on the horizon include, in order, 
Ella Collier eclipsing 2,000 career points, a historically 
deep postseason run in the Class 3A tournament and the 
6-foot Collier, a senior guard, being the first Warriors girls 
player fitted for an Indiana All-Star uniform.

Collier, a starter since her freshman season who ear-
lier this month was on the verge of becoming Hendricks 
County’s all-time leading point producer – male and fe-
male – said the latter distinction would be the realization 
of a childhood dream.

“Being an Indiana All-Star would mean so much to me. 
It’s been a goal of mine since I was little,” said Collier. “To 
be the first girls All-Star from Danville would be special.”

Last summer Collier was selected as one of the six core 
players for the Indiana Junior All-Star Team. She’s more 
than lived up to her reputation this season, averaging 
23.2 points, 5.3 rebounds and 2.5 steals for a Danville 
club that started a new year 11-3 and ranked No. 7 in 3A.

But the process hasn’t been all uncontested jumpers, 
Collier said.

Warriors coach Kaley May, a 2008 Indiana All-Star after 
an outstanding career at Avon, wasn’t going to wait until 
Collier was a seasoned upperclassman to make demands. 
Collier admits now there wasn’t a day during the 2016-17 
season she wasn’t reduced to tears either at practice or 
waiting until she returned home.

Looking back, Collier said her coaches broke her down 
and built her back up, and she couldn’t be more thankful.

“Mentally, I didn’t think I was ready for varsity as a 
freshman. I wasn’t good at getting yelled at, or it would 
upset me if the opposing team was stopping me,” said 
Collier. “I didn’t understand at the time why (yelling) was 
happening, but it was for me to understand there was 
so much more to the game. Now I understand why they 
did it.”

Collier would average 12.5 points as a freshman; she 
bumped her numbers to 21.3 as a sophomore and 22.2 
last season. With Collier on the roster, the Warriors en-
tered 2020 holding a 75-25 record, a mark that includes 

the program’s two semistate appearances. 
Owner of a 3.3 grade-point average, Collier secured 

eight college scholarship offers (five from Division I pro-
grams) but committed to play at NAIA powerhouse Mar-
ian University in Indianapolis.

May, who broke ground as Avon’s first girls Indiana All-
Star before playing at Butler University, said it would be 
a shame if Collier doesn’t eventually do the same for the 
Warriors’ program.

“Ella has the highest game IQ of any player I’ve ever 
coached. She is very selective with her shots and has the 
work ethic to get better and better,” said May. “Ella has 
definitely progressed the most mentally from her fresh-
man year. As she’s gotten older, opposing teams pay 
attention to her more and she’s become more creative 
scoring-wise.”
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Tuesdays with Auri: When sticky notes 
work better than high tech calendars

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis 
with his wife of 33 years. Dick is 
usually in the basement trying 
to think up something funny 
to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

Rick Myers is founder and 
publisher of the Hendricks County 
ICON. He can be reached at:  
rick@icontimes.com

ICONtoon

VIEWS

ICON publishing 
schedule shifts 
to better serve 

Hendricks County
Since June 25, the Hendricks Coun-

ty ICON has been publishing on a 
weekly cycle. 

I was thrilled to offer readers in-
creased frequency, which has allowed 
us to focus on additional local cov-
erage, including local government 
meetings and sports features, among 
others. 

It has been a labor of love and a de-
cision I am happy we made. 

After six months, beginning with 
this issue, we are changing the pairing 
of the two communities that come 
out weekly. 

This week’s edition is Brownsburg/
Danville, which is mailed to 16,688 
households. Next week, an Avon/
Plainfield edition will be mailed to 
21,374 households.

The decision to switch our issues 
from Avon/Brownsburg and Danville/
Plainfield to this format is primarily 
due to school districts. Some students 
have Plainfield addresses who attend 
Avon schools, and some Brownsburg 
students have rural Danville address-
es. We look to increase our education 
coverage in 2020, which we began 
to a degree with weekly high school 
sports feature. 

As I stated in June, a newspaper 
mirrors the community it serves and 
is paramount to its identity. I under-
stand the responsibility this entails. I 
can assure you the ICON team works 
hard to create the best read every 
week. Don’t forget to check out  
myhcicon.com and follow us on Face-
book for Hendricks County news all 
week long.

If you have questions or comments, 
please, as always, email me at rick@
icontimes.com. 

The best is yet to come.
Thank you for your support of the 

Hendricks County ICON. Happy New 
Year!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

By Dick Wolfsie

It began with a simple phone call 
to my friend Auri, a computer geek I 
asked to help me with my successful 
website, which right now is attract-
ing up to three visitors a month. 

To have a strong online pres-
ence, you have to spend several 
hours a day using social media, like 
Facebooking, tweeting and updat-
ing your blog. This means cutting 
yourself off from the outside world, 
but that’s the price you pay for being 
social.

Auri and I decided to meet for 
coffee. I got out my trusty mini legal 
pad and wrote down the time and 
date. Then I put a sticky note on my 
bathroom mirror. I know I will see it 
several times the night before, re-
minding me of that obligation. 

Auri and I agreed to get together 
on the following Tuesday at 9 a.m. at 
Starbucks. Auri entered our engage-
ment on his Google calendar, which 
I discovered automatically synced to 
my AOL calendar, telling me the time 
and location of the appointment. 

I don’t like it when other people 
tell me where to go, but that was 
also happening way before comput-
ers.

A minute after our call, a “meet-
ing alert” magically appeared on my 
computer screen. The message came 
with colors selections to distinguish 
it from other appointments on my 
calendar, except I didn’t have any. 

Brown seemed appropriate for 
java, but something more festive felt 
right. Mary Ellen suggested taupe 
or mauve; I told her the color should 
reflect the importance of our get 
together, not match our bedspread. I 
went with red.

The following morning, I got an 
“invitation update” in my email, as 
well as on my cell phone to change 
our breakfast from 9 to 8:30. I agreed 
to the new time, telling him in a 
comment box that I was changing 
the color of our meeting from red to 
green. 

Included with the update was 
a link to MapQuest, informing me 
how long it would take to get there 

from my house, which was either 
3 minutes away, 4 minutes away, 7 
minutes away or 8 minutes away, 
depending on which Starbucks I was 
going to.

On Tuesday morning, I got an-
other alert (an annoying ding) that 
my breakfast meeting was in half 
an hour. Then at 8:15, I was dinged 
again, warning that I only had 15 
minutes to make it on time. I rushed 
out the door, afraid that if I were late, 
news of my tardiness would go viral.

I reached Starbucks at 8:25. Auri 
hadn’t arrived yet. I bought a coffee 
and waited. And waited. I called his 
cell phone just before 9 a.m. He an-
swered right away. “Auri, where are 
you? I’m at Starbucks on 82nd,” I said.

He responded, “Oh my gosh, was 
that today?”
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1 The ICONic Athlete of the 
Week in the Dec. 27 issue 

was Allison Bosse, a senior 
guard with the Brownsburg girls 
basketball team. How many 
points does she average 
per game?

❏ A. 12.8
❏ B. 16.6
❏ C. 13
❏ D. 17.2

2 The Tie 
Dye Lab 

in Avon offers 
creative projects 
for all ages. What 
item did they add 
for the holiday 
season? 

❏ A. Fabric 
ornaments
❏ B. Santa hats
❏ C. Puffy 
snowmen
❏ D. Christmas 
stockings

3 The Brownsburg-
based blues band 

Blackjack Davey and 
the Rhythm Kings 
will compete in the 
2020 International Blues 
Challenge. What city will host this 
major event?

❏ A. New Orleans
❏ B. Memphis, Tenn.
❏ C. Chicago
❏ D. Austin, Texas

4 Paul Roell, an Avon resident 
serving with the Army 

National Guard, surprised his 
children with an unexpected 
early return from military 
deployment. Roell has been 
serving in what country for more 
than a year?

❏ A. Kuwait
❏ B. Afghanistan
❏ C. Iraq
❏ D. Turkey

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured 
in the Dec. 27 issue of the 
Avon/Brownsburg ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 30
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN

VIEWS

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each 
issue, we’ll share one with you …

In Juneau, Alaska, flamingo owners are 
forbidden from bringing their pets into a 
barber shop.

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“Write it on your heart 
that every day is the 
best day in the year.” 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

QUOTE

Danville’s Ella Collier became 
Hendricks County’s all-time 

leading scorer in girls basketball with 
her 1,742 point during a 46-41 victory 
over Avon Dec. 6.

Brownsburg girls basketball 
alum Amy Brauman selected 

for 2020 Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Fame Women’s Class. 

The Brownsburg Town Council 
met Jan. 2 to appoint mem-

bers to leadership positions and 
boards and commissions appoint-
ments. To know more about the 
elected officials, visit brownsburg.org/
council.

Visitindiana.com named 
Danville to its list 20 IN 20, 

which named 20 towns Indiana towns 
to visit in 2020.

The Hendricks County 4-H Fair 
named the 2020 theme, Out of 

This World.

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds 

and Conference Complex 
is designed to meet any 
of your social meeting 

needs:  banquets, meetings, 
seminars or wedding events 
- we can do it all! Our friendly
and knowledgable staff are
ready to make your event

worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.

To the editor:

Just wanted to let you know how 
much I enjoy receiving and reading 
the Icon. I love the local news and the 
focus on community that you place 
on the paper! Just wanted to say 
thanks!

John Demerly, Avon
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Puzzle Time

Answers See Page 30

PUZZLES

ACROSS
1. Miss Hendricks 
County crown
6. Indiana tax IDs
10. I-70 rig
14. IU Health drip 
source

15. Kevin Gregory 
weather word
16. Declare
17. Local music group in 
a Porter County city?
19. Timid
20. ___America Tower

21. Knitting stitch
22. Gushes
24. Very, informally
25. Norse god
26. Mediocre
29. “Humbug!”
31. Mink’s kin

35. Hitchhikes on US 36
38. Captain Nemo’s sub
40. Tummy muscles
41. Local home of a 
Gauguin painting in a 
WWII battle site?
43. Brissett miscue, 
briefly
44. Way to sway
46. Nosedive
48. Church council
49. Dine late
51. Ascend
52. Holcomb denial
54. German auto maker
57. iPhone feature
60. Vet’s affliction
61. Popular pond fish
64. Third male
65. Local playhouse in 
gym wear?
68. Jeff’s partner
69. “___ does it!”
70. Artist’s prop
71. Crafty website
72. Modern-day “carpe 
diem”
73. Janitor’s supply

DOWN
1. DVR option
2. Dr. Pavlov
3. Competent
4. Mark Battles music 
genre
5. Awestruck
6. Sacred beetle
7. Dirt
8. Rejections
9. Splash about

10. Japanese warrior
11. “...happily ___ after”
12. Danville HS track 
event
13. Ticks off
18. Shag, e.g.
23. USPS part
24. Pop’s wife
25. Tin’s House cuisine
26. Pacers figs.
27. “Wow!”
28. Rep. Brooks
30. Brownsburg Farmers 
Market pear
32. Russian pancake
33. Breathing organs
34. Ms. Lauder
36. Earl’s Auction 
customer
37. Personal ad abbr.
39. Victory Field arbiter

42. Approximately
45. Something new
47. myhcicon.com, e.g.
50. LongHorn “baked” 
side
53. “Yum!”
55. LA winter hrs.
56. Ford flop
57. Showed up
58. Border on
59. Citi Field team
60. Ring out
61. Lip smack
62. Classic cookie
63. “___ turn up”
66. ICON reporter’s 
query
67. Hoosier Park stable 
diet

2 8 4
2 6 9

1 9
3 7 9 4

8 9 7 2
2 4 8 3

9 6
6 4 2

7 2 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 1/31/20
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION
FlossieMae’s  
Ice Cream  
& Coffee 
503 S. State St. 
Lizton

Lizton has a 
new drive-thru for 
coffee and more.  
Diane and Drew 
Fleece opened a 
second FlossieMae’s 
Ice Cream & Coffee. 
The additional 
location offers a 
full coffee menu, 
plus breakfast and 
lunch. 

The reuben was full of fresh 
sliced corned beef, imported Swiss 
cheese, thousand Island dressing 
and sauerkraut on rye bread. All 

sandwiches, served warm or cold, 
include a drink, chips and pickle. A 
scoop of caramocha ice cream was 
the perfect finish and fun with the 
color changing spoon. 

WHERE I DINE
ISP trooper J.C. Miller, 
Avon 

Where do you like 
to dine? Rusted Silo 
Southern BBQ in Lizton. 

What do you like 
there? I’ve eaten at many barbecue 
locations on duty. Rob Ecker has 

the best beef brisket and chicken.

What do you like about this 
place? I love the atmosphere. 
There’s easy access off I-74 to meet 
other troopers while on patrol. I 
like supporting a local business.  

Rusted Silo Southern BBQ 
411 N. State St., Lizton 

Thai Silk
Mixologist: June 
Fiedeldey 
Thai District 
Restaurant 
5724 N. Green St.
Brownsburg, IN  

Ingredients: 1 oz. 
coconut rum, 1 pump coconut 
syrup, 1 oz. pineapple juice, 1 
pump vanilla syrup, chardonnay

Directions: Fill a wine glass with 
ice. Pour rum, juice and syrups over 
ice. Top glass with chardonnay. 
Garnish with a fresh orchid. 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter  @FAITHonFOOD 
#FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

EVENTScalendar

January
11 Saturday
Avengers Character Skate Night at 
Penguin Park
4-6 p.m. Washington Township Park, 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Skate with 
Spider-Man and Black Panther as they 
look for trouble on the ice rink. Heat-
ed igloo for warming up and pictures. 
Register at wtp.recdesk.com.

11 Saturday
Do-it-Yourself Maple Syrup Info
1:30-3:30 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. Dis-
cover the basics of the maple sugar-
ing process, supplies needed, when 
and how to tap trees, sap processing 
and local resources. Free. Recom-
mended for adults. 

11 Saturday
Movie Night at Penguin Park
6 p.m. Washington Township Park, 435 
Whipple Lane, Avon. All ages. “The 
Avengers” movie in one of the heated 
igloos. Popcorn and hot cocoa. $5/
person. Register at wtp.recdesk.com.

14 Tuesday
(Tuesdays through April 28)
Mini Marathon Training Class
6-8 p.m. Richard A. Carlucci Recreation 
and Aquatic Center, 651 Vestal Road, 
Plainfield. Mini marathon training 
class to get nutrition and training on 
track for all abilities. Weekly speakers, 
motivators, group runs, cross training. 
Cost: $65. Register: getmeregistered.
com/plainfieldparksseries.

15 Wednesday 
Family Game Night  
The Pittsboro Parks Department is 
hosting game night 6-8 p.m. Jan. 15. 
at Scamahorn Park at the American 
Legion Building. Free. Board games 
for all ages and Pokémon professor 
Scott Keisling will help new players or 
teach seasoned players game nuanc-
es. Joe Woodruff of the Pet Clinic in 
Brownsburg will be the game master.

16 Thursday
Honeybee Club 
6:30-8 p.m. Hope Community Church, 
3350 N. Ind. 267, Brownsburg. Learn 
about the importance of honeybees 
and how to be a beekeeper. Terry 
Plank will speak on beekeeping ba-
sics. Free.

18 Saturday
Popsicle Stick Hot Cocoa Mug Craft
11 a.m.-12 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Make your own mug picture with 
popsicle sticks. Hot cocoa available. 
All ages. Free.

18 Saturday
The Purduettes Community Concert
7 p.m. Jan. 18 Plainfield High School 
auditorium, 1 Red Pride Drive, Plain-
field. Proceeds will benefit the Plain-
field High School choral programs. 
Cost: $10 adults, $5 ages 5-18, free for 
kids 5 and younger. Tickets online at 
showtix4u.com/events/Purduettes or 
at the door.

24 Friday
Adults Only Night at Penguin Park
7-9 p.m. Washington Township Park, 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Ages 18 and 
older. Skating and Faux Fathers band. 
Igloo warming station. $12/person, 
alcohol for additional charge by Indy 
Beer Taps. Tickets at wtp.recdesk.com.

24 Friday
Winter Poetry Walk
10 a.m.-4 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Drop in for pristine walk in frigid natu-
ral footpaths. Find inspiration as po-
ems along a walkway. Warm up after-
ward in the nature center and write a 
poem. Moderate terrain, up to 1 mile. 
All ages; under 16 must have a parent 
or guardian present. Free.

25 Saturday
Movie Night at Penguin Park
6 p.m. Washington Township Park, 435 
Whipple Lane, Avon. All ages. “Happy 
Feet” movie in one of the heated ig-
loos. Popcorn and hot cocoa. $5/per-
son. Register at wtp.recdesk.com.
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Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2019-2020 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
Recess Fun for Everyone 
at Reagan Elementary

Amount:
$496.00

To help foster the building of positive 
relationships between students 
and to be inclusive of students 
with physical disabilities, this grant 
provides recess games in which 
everyone can participate. These 
games include Can Jam, cornhole, 
zoom ball, giant Connect Four 
and ladder golf. Through the use 
of these games during recess and 
physical education class, students 
can work together and build stronger 
friendships among their peers 
because of the opportunities for 
collaboration and playing together.

Just a part of the $130,000 in  
grants that BEF awarded for the  

2019-2020 school year!

It has been such a pleasure seeing 
students enjoy playing the different 
games provided by the BEF grant, 
“Recess Fun for Everyone”. I have 
witnessed students from different 
classes interacting and playing with 
one another during recess with 
the games. Playing these games 
has helped many students build 
relationships with one another. I am 
excited to see these relationships 
grow even stronger as the school year 
continues!Liz Chandler

T I A R A S S N S S E M I
I V B A G C O O L A V E R
V A L P A R A I S O M E E K
O N E P U R L S P U R T S

M E G A T H O R
S O S O B A H S A B L E
T H U M B S N A U T I L U S
A B S I W O J I M A I N T
T O A N D F R O P L U N G E
S Y N O D S U P R I S E

V E T O O P E L
C A M E R A P T S D K O I
A B E L S W E A T S H I R T
M U T T T H A T E A S E L
E T S Y Y O L O L Y S O L

9 2 8 3 7 4 5 6 1
5 4 3 2 6 1 8 7 9
7 6 1 9 8 5 4 3 2
3 7 6 1 2 8 9 5 4
1 8 9 4 5 3 7 2 6
2 5 4 6 9 7 1 8 3
8 3 2 5 1 9 6 4 7
6 1 7 8 4 2 3 9 5
4 9 5 7 3 6 2 1 8

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 28

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Foods: BAGUETTE, 
CASSOULET, CREPE, ESCARGOT, QUICHE, SOUFFLE; Rat 
Packers: BISHOP, DAVIS JR., LAWFORD, MARTIN, SINATRA; 
Sounds: ARF, BOW WOW, GRR, WOOF; Neighborhoods: 
BEAN CREEK, GARFIELD PARK, SOUTH VILLAGE; Hosts: 
KAREN, MINA; Mr. Football: SPEGAL

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 27

1. B
2. D
3. B
4. A

HEALTH

Don’t wait: Use the time 
given to you now

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer III is an author, speaker, 
and Board Certified Hypnotist. His 
company, Zimmer Success Group 
(Z-Success.com), is in Plainfield. 
Information provided is for 
informational purposes only and is 
not intended to diagnose, treat, or 

cure any condition or illness.

By Karl Zimmer

When we pay at-
tention to things that 

happen in our lives, we learn to make 
adjustments, to accept the things we 
are unable to change or control, to 
live in the moment and to be our best 
and do our best.

Jimi Hendrix said, 
“Knowledge speaks, 
but wisdom listens.” 
Long before I heard 
that, I realized that I 
learned much more 
by listening than I 
did by speaking. 

Sometimes we 
are told or hear 
something scary or 
unpleasant, but it is how we process 
what we hear and how we respond to 
it that determines our outcome. 

No matter what happens to us, it is 
how we deal with what happens that 
determines our success, failure, joy or 
misery. The choices we make are the 
determining factor. 

Time and time again, we are sent 
messages in a variety of ways, and if 
we are listening, if we are truly open 
to learning from our experiences and 
listening to the many messages sent 
our way by the universe, by God or by 
whatever higher power we believe in, 
we will navigate this journey with joy 

and fulfillment. 
One message we get but often 

tend to ignore is, “There is no time like 
the present.” 

The truth is, now is the only time 
that matters. If we don’t heed the 
message the first time, it will come 

again, more insis-
tently. The tap on 
the shoulder be-
comes a sledgeham-
mer if unanswered. 

Most of us wait 
for the perfect time, 
yet the perfect time 
never comes be-
cause it was already 
there. We missed it. 
We have all heard 
the expression, 

“Hindsight is 2020.” Well, in this year 
2020, let your vision be perfect now. 

Whatever you have been wanting 
to do but were waiting for the perfect 
time, that time is now. Go do that 
thing. Life is great when you live it to 
the fullest. How cool is that?

 The truth is, now is the only time 
that matters. If we don’t heed 

the message the first time, it will 
come again, more insistently. The 

tap on the shoulder becomes a 
sledgehammer if unanswered.
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The Hendricks County Community Needs Assessment identified 
the top 5 issues of concern to our community: 
 

• Inadequate public transportation & traffic congestion
• Unhealthy addictions (e.g. alcohol, drugs, etc.)
• County and towns don’t coordinate planning efforts or work together
• Community leaders have self-interest rather than social responsibility  

and lack overall community knowledge
• Negative and false social media influencing issues

 
To see the full report and learn more about our next steps,  
visit our website at www.hendrickscountycf.org.

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211 | Avon, Indiana 46123
317.268.6240 | www.hendrickscountycf.org

And the 
survey says...

2 0 1 9

Hendricks County Community Needs Assessment
Su m m a r y  o f  Re s u l t s

#DefiningNeedsLeadingChange

2019 Needs Assessment REPORT.indd   1

12/6/19   11:30 AM

By Martha Rardin

Welcome to a New Year! This 
time of year, our minds are filled with plans for self 
improvement, and many times those plans involve 
losing weight or becoming more active. 

Congratulations if you have that mindset. The 
first step on any journey is self analysis and a deter-
mination that you are ready to change.

As a dietitian that has been in practice for more 
than 40 years, I have learned a few things that you 
might find helpful as you start your journey.

Just start where you are. 
Sounds simple, but in our minds, we often wait 

for the perfect time to start an exercise regimen or 
to increase the healthful foods we eat. My advice 
to you is to just start. Take it one day at a time and 
make small but intentional choices. 

Make moderation your mantra. 
Don’t ban certain foods or food groups. You 

should be eating from every food group to have a 
balanced and healthy diet.

I wish I could survive on chocolate chip cookies 
and ice cream, but that wouldn’t be healthy. I can 
have a chocolate chip cookie on occasion and a 
small dish of ice cream on occasion but all in mod-
eration. Some days it will mean you can have your 
treat and other days you will need to postpone eat-
ing that for a later date.

Science matters. 

It is very easy to get confused about what you 
should and shouldn’t eat. As consumers we are con-
stantly bombarded with commercials, billboards, 
social media that attempt to drive our behavior. 

I would encourage you to be discerning about 
all the marketing hype. Be wary of dietary supple-
ments. Americans spend 30 billion dollars a year on 
supplements. Most of these have not been scientifi-
cally studied and are a waste of your hard-earned 
money. 

Choosing a healthy diet with lots of variety and 
loads of fiber will meet your nutritional needs. I 
also encourage you to reach out to the dietitians at 
Hendricks Regional Health if you are not sure about 
a product or a supplement. Our bodies are built to 

eat all kinds of nutrients including carbohydrates, 
proteins and fats – all in moderation.

Food is emotional. 
We are just coming off the holiday season where 

we gathered with friends and family and enjoyed 
our favorite foods. Foods have a direct emotional 
connection, both positive and negative. 

If your relationship with food is difficult, keep a 
diary of the times food or food choices were dif-
ficult for you. After a few weeks review what were 
your triggers or what foods seemed to be difficult 
to achieve moderation. Then devise strategies to 
work around these now-known emotions connect-
ed to specific foods.

Celebrate food.
Food is meant to be enjoyed. Sometimes we can 

become too critical of ourselves and our behaviors. 
When we become too critical, refer back to point 
No. 1. Just start where you are, be aware of your 
behaviors and what you want to change by taking 
things one step at a time. Take time to enjoy your-
self and food. It makes life more enjoyable.

Apply these lessons learned from a dietitian for the new year
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is Director of 
Nutrition and Dietetics for Hendricks Regional Health. 
Her goal is to share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

Don’t ban certain foods  
or food groups. You should 
be eating from every food 
group to have a balanced 

and healthy diet.



January 10, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

32 LIFESTYLE

By Curtis Honeycutt

Let’s face it – the 
trajectory of our language is trend-
ing slangular (a word I’m confident I 
just invented). With the proliferation 
and pervasiveness of internet culture, 
slang is everywhere. 

You know this is true when your 
grandma comments that your new 
shoes are “on fleek.” 

What is slang, and how should we 
properly utilize it in our communica-
tion?  

It’s time to load up our slangshots 
to attempt to define slang. Slang is in-
formal language spoken by a specific 
group of people. 

These words and phrases incubate 
among particular groups – whether 
they be teenagers, minority groups or 
certain geographical regions. Slang 
starts conversationally, whether or not 
it ever translates into written language. 

Using slang is a way for individuals 
to communicate with their own set 
of words that help them to identify as 
part of a group.

Slang isn’t jargon. Jargon is lan-
guage that applies to a particular 
professional group. So, for instance, 
you’ll hear tons of medical jargon in a 
TV hospital drama: “The patient has a 
localized, sub-therapeutic, idiopathic, 
epidermal pathogen that needs to be 
stabilized, stat!” 

To be honest, I have no idea what 
any of that means; however, since 
these seemingly foreign terms are 
specific to the medical community, 
they count as jargon, not slang.

GRAMMAR

Is it jargon or slang when describing 
Dr. McDreamy as ‘the bee’s knees’?

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally 
award-winning syndicated humor 
writer. Connect with him on 
Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

Let’s walk through an incomplete 
recent history of slang with examples. 

In the ‘20s, if you called your sand-
wich the “bee’s knees” or “cat’s pa-
jamas,” you’d be saying that it was a 
particularly good sandwich. 

In the 1950s, if you had a shiner 
(black eye), you might want to cover it 
up with a pair of shades (sunglasses). 

In the 1960s, you’d be bummed out 
(depressed) if a choice babe (pretty 
girl) rejected your advances. 

If you’re still telling people to “talk 
to the hand,” the 1990s called from 
their gigantic cell phone; they want 
their slang term for a scornful rejec-
tion of what someone has said back.

Use slang in informal situations: in 
conversations, at parties, online and 
when communicating with people 
with whom you already have a well-
developed rapport. Don’t use slang 
on your resume, in a job interview, in 
a Nobel prize acceptance speech, or 
in any kind of formal writing, which 
includes business emails.

Although I’m a fan of slang, you 
need to exercise caution when using 
it, especially in writing; a misplaced 
use of “off the chain” in the wrong 
context will not only lose you style 
points, but it could also hurt your 
chances of getting ahead at work.

The Hendricks County Solid Waste Management District is seeking a dependable, 
professional, detail-oriented individual to serve as the District’s Office and Education 
Coordinator. The full-time position requires excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
a desire and ability to educate members of the public on a range of topics related to waste 
reduction, recycling and proper waste management. 

Responsibilities of the position include facilitating the District’s participation in public 
outreach events and activities, presenting environmental programs to groups (including 
elementary and middle school students), assisting the District’s Executive Director with certain 
bookkeeping, office and operational duties, and more.

The successful applicant will have earned at least a bachelor’s degree in environmental 
education, natural resources, communication, education or related field and will have past, 
consistent work experience that will showcase his or her reliability, customer service mentality 
and ability to learn new information and tasks.

The full job description for the position is available to view here: https://cutt.ly/TrqN4ct
Interested individuals are encouraged to forward a resume with cover letter to:

Hendricks County Solid Waste Management District
Attention: Lenn Detwiler
104 East Main Street
Brownsburg, IN 46112

Resumes and cover letters may also be submitted electronically by sending them to: 
info@hendrickssolidwaste.com.

Resumes must be received by January 31, 2020, to be considered.
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Tree bark offers winter interest in landscapes 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

GARDENING

Trees with exfoliating bark peak winter landscape interest. 
(Photo by John Chapin)

Mantooth Insurance has been serving the local   
community for 36 years and will continue to do so 
for decades to come.  We are honored for all those 
years we have had a partner like Erie Insurance to 
offer our clients. 

Superior products, superior service.  Don’t wait, call 
us today to see how we can help you.   

 

 
317-272-1010          www.mantoothinsurance.com 

Auto   Home   Life    Business  

7378 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
Avon, Indiana 46123

(317) 272-1010 
www.mantoothinsurance.com

Auto 
Home
Life 
Business

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Thinking about 
  insurance?

By John Chapin

Exfoliation is a natural 
process in which tree bark peels off in thin 
layers or flakes as the tree grows and expands 
in diameter. For some trees, it helps rid the 
plant of pests like insects, scale and fungus. 

Exfoliation is most noticeable in the winter 
when trees are bare. This makes trees with 
exfoliating bark valuable accents to land-
scapes large and small for winter interest, 
especially when there is a backdrop of ever-
greens or even darker house walls of brick or 
stone. 

One of the most common trees planted for 
exfoliating bark in Central Indiana is the river 
birch, Betula nigra. The best cultivar of this 
tree is Heritage that keeps its attractive peel-
ing bark even when large and mature, unlike 
the species that loses that feature as it ages. 

A variety more suited for patio gardens is 
Little King, also known as Fox Valley, a low-
branching clump form, growing only to 8-10 
feet tall and wide. Note: Alas, the beautiful 
paperwhite birch prefers cooler summers 
and locally inevitably succumbs to disease 
and the dreaded bronze birch borer.

The paperbark maple, Acer griseum, has 
beautiful peeling bark with colors rang-
ing from copper orange to cinnamon 

reddish-brown and grows very slowly to 15 
feet. It also displays bright scarlet fall foliage. 

Kousa or Chinese dogwood, Cornus kousa, 
develops striking patterns of flaking bark, 
rather than peeling, on the trunk and larger 
branches. Its an excellent small specimen 
tree noted for its white or pink flowers that 
bloom above the foliage and curious fall fruit. 

An unusual summer blooming, slow grow-
ing tree is the Japanese Stewardia, Stewart 
pseudocamellia. The trees’ flaking bark dis-
plays patches of tan, pink, and gray creating 
an interesting contrast in the landscape. 

Over several weeks in early summer, lovely 
3-inch white camellia-like flowers are dis-
played. Fall brings foliage in shades of bril-
liant red, orange, and gold. 

There are other smaller-growing trees wor-
thy of careful placement for winter enjoy-
ment in home gardens. See if you can find 
a spot for one of these winter performers in 
your landscaping. Happy gardening!
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Pictures reflect good times and 
encourage awareness of blessings
DEVOTIONAL

By Alex Hershey

This is the time 
of year we reflect on the past year and 
begin to dream about the new year. 
The past few years I’ve adopted the 
practice of going to my phone and 
looking at all of my pictures from the 
past year (mainly laughing at all of the 
screen shots of funny GIFs I took). 

Purposefully looking at pictures 
makes me realize the year brought 
me more blessings than I remember.

Starting a new year brings many 
new possibilities. It can be an exciting 
time, but there are also many people 
who have a hard time looking forward 
because they are still stuck in the past 
or treading water in the present.  

When you look back with regret 
and frustration, it can cause you to 
not grow.  You grow when you focus 
on what is ahead more than fixating 
on the past.  

“Forget the former things; do not 
dwell on the past. See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it springs up; do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way 

in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18

This past year may have felt like 
the wilderness or even a wasteland 
to you. There may have been loss of a 
loved one or an unwelcome change 
of work. When we face hard realities, 
we can feel stuck in the past with no-
where to go and no room to grow.  

The new year will be filled with 
highs and lows. No matter what you 
face, know that God is with you. 

This year, I encourage you to con-
nect to God. Make time to pray every 
day. Make a weekly rhythm of worship-
ing Jesus with others. Remember to 
thank God for all the blessings in your 
past. Trust the future God has for you.  

Let 2020 be a year filled with many 
great pictures of you growing with 
the love of Jesus.

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The 
Branches Church in Plainfield. 
Contact him at alex.hershey@
iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

Brownsburg Teacher of the Month
2019-2020

Hey, Brownsburg students! If you 
attend Brownsburg Community 

Schools, Bethesda Christian 
Schools or St. Malachy School, 

we want to know who has the 
coolest teacher! Send your 

name, address and telephone 
number along with a 100-word 
summary of why your teacher 

should be honored as the 
Swartout Dental/Hendricks 
County  ICON’s Brownsburg  

Teacher of the Month to  
teacher@myhcicon.com.  

The deadline for nominations 
for February Teacher of the 
Month are due January 31st.  

The winning student and 
teacher will both receive 

Chicago’s Pizza gift cards. 
Please take time to nominate  

a deserving teacher from  
your school.

Swartout Dental is the official 
ICON Brownsburg Teacher of 

the Month sponsor.
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Animal and nature lover Kelly Thomas spends 
time educating and rehabilitating

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Kelly Thomas loves and respects animals and 
nature. 

“My passion is animal behavior and helping 
abused and abandoned animals transform into 
the happy, healthy animal that they should be,” 

the Avon resident said. 
After working for a pharmaceutical compa-

ny for 20 years, Thomas decided to work closer 
to home and her son Sam, 24, who also lives in 
Avon. 

Thomas was hired as the naturalist at the new 
Pecar Nature Center in Avon, owns and operates 

a small exotic and farm animal pet sitting and 
boarding business and serves as vice president 
of Plainfield-based A Critter’s Chance Exotic and 
Farm Animal Rescue.

“Educating others about nature and respect for 
animals is important, and I enjoy being able to do 
that,” she said. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? 
Empathy

What do you most deplore in others? 
Greed and materialism  

What do you like most about living in 
Hendricks County? I like the country 
roads and farms but also being very 
close to the city.

If you had to live elsewhere than in 
Hendricks County, where would it 
be? Idaho, northern Utah or Wyoming. 
The mountains are incredible, and the 
wildlife is fascinating. 

If you could begin life over, what 
would you change? I would have 
gotten involved with animals 
and nature as a profession much 
sooner.

If money were no issue, how 
would you spend it? I would 
of course financially take care 
of my family first. Then I would 
focus on the needs of nonprofit 
organizations, supplying them with 
their greatest need to continue helping 
the community.

What makes you happiest? When 
those I care about the most are happy and 
smiling.

What is your favorite vacation spot? France 

What do you do with idle time? Care for 
rescued animals on my farm.

What is it that makes you angry? People who 
hurt animals physically or mentally.

What do you do to escape from reality? I go 
outside and explore nature. 

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? Traveling is what I love most. Exploring 
a new place is so exciting. Life is short, and 
experiencing as much as possible is my goal. My 
son, Sam is who I love most. He’s pretty awesome. 

Which living person in Hendricks County do you 
most admire? I think it would have to be Adele 

Head from Brownsburg. I admire her strength 
and commitment. She owns her own business 
(Animalsink.com) and helps her daughter 
manage Oinking Acres Farm Rescue. She has 
four  outstanding kids. She has taught each one 
of them to fight for what they believe in. She 
supports their interests 100%. She works harder 
than anyone I know, and her kids work just as 
hard. They work for what they want and don’t 

stop until they reach their goals.

What is the quality you most like in a 
man? Kindheartedness

What is the quality you most like in a 
woman? Kindheartedness

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Traveling abroad. I love to experience 

different cultures and land.

What are your fears, phobias? Roller 
coasters, I’m terrified of them. 

What has been the happiest time of 
your life? I have had many happy times. 
Visiting my son Sam in Wyoming for his 
birthday was one of my favorite times. 

Seeing him happy makes me happy.

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? Portrait painting. I would love to be 

able to capture a specific emotion of a person or 
animal in a portrait other than a photograph.

What do you most value in your friends? Supporting 
and helping each other when needed.

Which historical figure do you most 
identify with? Jane Goodall

What is your greatest regret? Not 
focusing on my own passions sooner. 
I tended to focus on what others 
were interested in instead.

What tenet do you live by? Live 
simply. Less is more. 

ICON of the Month
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Home Show Sale! Additional 30% off sale prices! 
Prices good until February 29th!  

(Excluding Manager’s Specials)

Wicker Works Home Show Sale! 
Best Selection! Best Pricing! We hold your purchase until Spring!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available




