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INDY MEMORIAL DAY AUTO SALE
MAY 24TH - JUNE 10TH

Citywide New and Used Car Sales Event
FEATURING THESE INDY AREA AUTO DEALERS

SHOP ONLINE BEGINNING MAY 24 AT MyHCIcon.com.

Champion  
Chevrolet of Avon

183 South County Road 525 E
Avon, IN 46123

Fletcher Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram

3099 North Morton Street
Franklin, IN 46131

Pearson Ford
10650 North Michigan Road

Zionsville, IN 46077

Indy Honda
8455 US-31

Indianapolis, IN 46227
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Q: 

“My race day tradition 
is to stay up all night 
on Saturday as friends 
arrive at our house 
to pack for the race. 
About 3 a.m. we head 
to the track to be 

as close to the front of the line as 
possible to get the best parking in 
the infield. While waiting in line, we 
put the tailgates down and gather 
with other groups of people around 
us to get into some pong and flippy 
cup tournaments. When we finally get 
to head into the infield, we park close 
enough to the bathrooms to not get 
lost but far enough away to not have 
to smell it. We set up our tent, grills, 
food, games, and music speakers and 
enjoy our family and friends until we 
can head home.”

Tony Narwold, Plainfield 

“When we were kids, 
every race day we got 
the Indy Star front 
page with the lineup, 
drivers’ pictures and 
positions. For a quarter 
per pick, we would 

go in order of age to pick our drivers. 
We would watch the race together, 
and as the drivers spun out or were 
eliminated, we’d X out each name. 
Whoever won had to take everybody 
to Dairy Queen.”

Jennifer Segner, Danville

“My Indy 500 tradition 
for the last several 
years has been 
working in the infeld 
hospital. I work 
alongside IMS general 
counsel and the risk 

management team. I have made 
some wonderful friends between the 
IMS group and the IU Health group 
who I cherish. I always laugh and tell 
people that I watch the Indy 500 on 
TV too. And depending how busy
we are in there, I might not know who 
wins until it is over for about 10 to 15 
minutes, and I am right there.”

Joanna Kennedy, North Salem

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have 
a photograph to 
share? Call Gretchen 
Becker at (317)  
451-4088 or email 
her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. Remember, our news 
deadlines are several days prior to print. 

 
is published by Grow Local 
Media, LLC. Content pub-
lished alongside this icon is 

sponsored by one of our valued adver-
tisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers work-
ing in tandem with Grow Local Media, 
LLC sales representatives. Sponsored 
content may not reflect the views of 
The Hendricks County ICON publisher, 
editorial staff or graphic design team. 
The Hendricks County ICON is devoted 
to clearly differentiating between spon-
sored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in spon-
sored content should call (317) 451-4088 
or email sponsored@myicon.info.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County 
ICON reaches a vast 
segment of our 
community.
For information about 
reaching our readers,  
call Rick Myers at  
(317) 451-4088 or 
email him at rick@icontimes.com.

Rick Myers  

Brian Kelly 

Stephanie Dolan 

Gretchen Becker 

Glenn Augustine 

Sarah McNeff 

A product of

Grow Local Media, LLC  
 ©2019  

All Rights Reserved
Established 
April 2008

Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit  and 
follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories 

and photos that feature and affect you and your community.

After a decade off of U.S. 40, Plainfield officials 
approved planning to move the Quaker Days 
parade back to Main Street for the fall event. 

After studies and community input meetings, the 
Town of Brownsburg announced plans to build 
a community center in Arbuckle Acres Park. The 

proposed design of the 86,600 square foot facility 
includes a large aquatic area with activity and 

therapy pools and a swirly water slide.

The Quaker Days parade will return to Main Street 
after a decade on a different route. (Photo provided 
by the Town of Plainfield)

Brownsburg Parks released images of a future 
community center in Arbuckle Park. Developers and city 
leaders are still discussing financing for the multipurpose 
facility. (Photo provided by Brownsburg Parks)

WEBon the

DO YOU NEED ROOM 
FOR  YOUR STUFF?

173 S. CR 525 E, Avon, IN 46123 |317-742-2872
Barns & Sheds PLUS

She
  

She
dsMan 

Cave
s



Guy Crowder, MD, Bruce Durell, MD, physician assistant Anna 
Clow, PA-C, and nurse practitioner Amanda Strain, FNP-C, 
are welcoming new patients of all ages.
 
Dr. Crowder is board-certified in family medicine and a graduate of the Indiana 
University School of Medicine. He completed his residency training at Franciscan 
Health in Indianapolis.
 
Dr. Durell is board-certified in family medicine and a graduate of the Indiana 
University School of Medicine. He completed his residency training at Methodist 
Hospital of Indiana.
 
Anna earned both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from IUPUI. She is a 
certified physician assistant.
 
Amanda earned both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing from 
Indiana State University. She is a certified family nurse practitioner.

Sign up for MyChart at FranciscanMyChart.org to access your 
medical records, request an appointment, get lab results, refill 
prescriptions or send a message to your doctor. 

Call our new patient primary 
care appointment line:

(844) 376-2778

FranciscanDocs.org

WELCOMING PATIENTS

ANNA CLOW, PA-C
Certified Physician Assistant

GUY CROWDER, MD
Family Medicine

BRUCE DURELL, MD
Family Medicine

AMANDA STRAIN, FNP
Family Nurse Practitioner

Visit FranciscanDocs.org to watch 
video profiles of our physicians. 
Search by physician name.

Primary Care Providers

1001 Hadley Road, Suite 101 I Mooresville, IN 46158
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A lifelong racing fan, 
Mike Harding is living a dream as an Indy-
Car owner.

“I’ve always been a fan of Al Unser Jr. and 
Michael Andretti,” Harding said. “Now I’ve 
got them on speed dial five times a day.”

The Avon resident co-owns Harding 
Steinbrenner Racing. In 2017 Harding Rac-
ing ran three races, followed by a full season 
in 2018 before merging with George Mi-
chael Steinbrenner IV’s team in September. 

In the driver’s seat look for rookie Colton 
Herta, 19-year-old son of former IndyCar 
driver Bryan Herta.

Unser, a two-time Indy 500 winner, serves as 
the team’s executive consultant, and the team 
has an alliance with Andretti Technologies.

Harding, an Avon resident, got a taste of 
success quickly with Gabby Chaves behind the 
wheel as the primary driver for most of 2018.

“Our first race ever, we finished ninth in 
the (Indianapolis) 500, which is unheard of,” 
Harding said. “We then went to Texas and 
finished fifth.”

Harding’s other business, the Harding 

Group, has been in the asphalt paving busi-
ness since 1960. The racing connection 
came through a good friend of Unser, Larry 
Curry who worked for Harding.

Curry worked as a longtime IndyCar crew 
chief and former driver and wanted to be 
part of the Indy 500 again. He convinced 
Harding to form a team.

“Larry talked me into getting into this,” 
Harding said. “It’s all his fault. The second per-
son I got involved with was Al Jr. who said no 
way he would ever leave Albuquerque. Six 
months later, he’s building a house here.”

Harding sold Unser with his commitment 
to a successful team. “I got a house in Avon, 
and I’m near my mom who has lived here for 
30 years,” Unser said. “It’s been a blessing.”

After Unser, former IndyCar vice president 
of competition and head of race control Bri-
an Barnhart joined as a president of Hard-
ing Racing. “It’s helped to have a wealth of 
knowledge,” Harding said. 

The Harding family business has been 
involved with Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
for more than 20 years and is an official IMS 
sponsor. “That’s where Mike fell in love with 

COVER STORY

AVON’S MIKE HARDING PAVES WAY TO 

Cover: Mike Harding (right) with Steinbrenner Harding Racing’s driver Colton Herta, the youngest driver to 
win an IndyCar race. He won the IndyCar Classic at Circuit of the Americas in March.
Inside: IndyCar owner Mike Harding of Avon holds the trophy his driver Colton Herta earned after winning 
the IndyCar Classic at Circuit of the Americas.
Driver Colton Herta (from left), owner Mike Harding and Harding Steinbrenner Racing executive consultant 
and two-time Indy 500 winner Al Unser Jr. work together and hope to finish in the top of the Indianapolis 
500 May 26. (Cover and inside photos by Rick Myers)
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56
Harding lives in Prestwick in 

Avon with his wife, Azure. His daughter 
Madison,15, lives in Akron, Ohio, with 
her mother. Her son Trey Davis played 
basketball for Plainfield High School 
and graduated in 2018. 

 He belongs to Prest-
wick Country Club and the Country 
Club of Indianapolis.

 A 1981 North Central High 
School graduate. 

The Harding Group: The 
asphalt paving and maintenance com-
pany had a grand opening of its new 
building May 7 at 2916 Kentucky Ave., In-
dianapolis. Harding works at the Harding 
Group in the morning and Harding Stein-

brenner Racing shop near the Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway in the afternoon. 
“I brought on a new partner (Shelby 
Howard) to help me with responsibilities 
there,” Harding said. “He was a NASCAR 
driver.” Harding has worked for his fam-
ily’s business since the early 1980s, even-
tually purchasing the business from his 
father, F.E. Harding.

He owns a house 
in Siesta Key, Fla., that he doesn’t visit 
enough. He loves to play golf. To relieve 
stress at the racing shop, Harding takes 
a few swings with a golf simulator.

“I love going to Charbonos. It’s close to 
my house, and I’m good friends with 
the owner Mike Cunningham.”

the sport being involved as a sponsor for 
many years,” Unser said. “Mike was wanting 
to take the next step in owning a team.”

This season they’ve already seen success. 
Herta became the youngest winner in Indy-
Car series history winning the inaugural In-
dyCar Classic March 24 in Austin, Texas. Herta 
turned 19 six days later. “I don’t think anyone 
thought we’d win this year,” Harding said.

However, Unser was more optimistic. “I 
thought we would win this year but not this 
soon,” he said. 

Unser credits winning to the team Hard-
ing has assembled. “Mike has put every-
thing into this, and it showed when we 
won,” Unser said. “When we hugged, he had 
tears coming down.”

Herta started fourth in the IndyCar Grand 
Prix May 11 at IMS and saw early elimination 
by contact, finishing 23rd. The team is hoping 
for a better finish for the Indy 500 on May 26.

“To win the Indianapolis 500 would be 
amazing,” Harding said.

Harding Steinbrenner Racing planned to 
have a two-car race team in 2019 with Indy 
Lights champion Patricio O’Ward and Herta, 
Indy Lights points runner-up. When not 
enough sponsorship money materialized, 
O’Ward was released from his contract.

“We decided it would be better for us 
just to run one car this year with funding 
and try to concentrate on that,” said Hard-
ing who hopes to run two cars in 2020. “I 
consider us one of the best crews in the 
paddock. Our engineer (Nathan O’Rourke) 
probably is the best.” 

The Steinbrenner name is powerful in 

more than just motorsports. His late grand-
father George Steinbrenner III bought the 
New York Yankees in 1973, and his father 
Hank is a part owner of the Yankees.

Harding’s business partner, the younger 
Steinbrenner, 22, said he is leaning on Hard-
ing’s years of running a successful business 
to help him grow as a businessman.

“He’s mature for his age,” Harding said 
of Steinbrenner. “I’m handling most of the 
business operations. He’s helping on the 
sales and learning the business.”

Herta is under contract for three years 
with a one-year option to renew, and the 
young driver and Steinbrenner make a 
good match.

“With Steinbrenner’s relationship (with 
Herta), I think that is going to work out for 
us,” Harding said. “I think we’ll be together 
for a long time.”

Herta said Harding’s experience is a boost.
“He definitely has some life advice for us,” 

Herta said. “He’s way more mature than us and 
has been around racing a long time as a fan.”

“I’ve always been a 
fan of Al Unser Jr. and 
Michael Andretti. Now 
I’ve got them on speed 
dial five times a day.”

– MIKE HARDING

Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com
to see what 6,000 customers like you say about our service!

BEST REBATES OF THE YEAR
We can exchange your current model with a new American 

Standard Heating & Air Conditioning high-efficiency system.  
Now is the best time to exchange your out-of-date model for  

a new, super high-efficiency system, and do it all with  
0% Interest for 60 months* or instant rebate up to $1000**...

NOW FEATURING AMERICAN STANDARD 
SPRING PROMOTION

Utility Rebates up to ………..$1,000
Energy Savings up to  …….$900

American Standard Rebate** up to ….$1,000 
10 Year Parts Warranty value up to**…..$799 

 Total Savings & Discounts up to ………..$3,699 
See details below. Offer expires June 15, 2019.  

Not valid on prior installations. Restrictions apply.

**See your independent American Standard Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details 
and restrictions. Special financing offers or rebates up to $1,000 valid on Qualifying Equipment 
only. Offers very by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where 
prohibited. *The Wells Fargo Home Projects® credit card is issue by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an 
Equal Housing Leander. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. 
The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The 
monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in 
equal payment during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply 
to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new 
accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the 
minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2019 and is subject 
to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 06/15/2019.

WHAT NEXT?
Give Joy a call at 317-550-3388 and she will schedule an 

appointment at your convenience to give you exact figures on 
how much you can save. Many of our customers have thanked 

us for taking the time to review their utility savings options and 
they have turned their savings into more exciting purchases like 

vacations, computers, even shopping sprees…

SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS 
UP TO $3,699

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING
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Planner
AVON

 

 Town Council and Parks meetings are 
held at Avon Town Hall, BZA meetings are 
held in the Avon Town Courtroom, 6570 
E. U.S. Highway 36. For more information, 
call (317) 272-0948 or visit avongov.org.

 

 

 Meetings are held at Brownsburg Town 
Hall, 61 N. Green St. For more information, 
call (317) 852-1120 or visit brownsburg.org. 
*Crime Watch held at the Brownsburg Po-
lice Training Facility, 75 Whittington Drive. 

All meetings are held at Danville Town Hall, 
49 N. Wayne St. For more information, call 
(317) 745-4180 or visit danvilleindiana.org.

 All regular meetings are held at the Guil-
ford Township Community Center, lo-
cated at 1500 S. Center St., Plainfield. For 
more information, call (317) 838-0564.

 

 

 

  Meetings are held at the Plainfield Fire Terri-
tory Headquarters, 591 Moon Road. *Police 
Commissioners and Stormwater meetings 
held at Plainfield Police HQ & Court, 1075 
W. Main St. For more information, call (317) 
839-2561 or visit townofplainfield.com.

 All meetings are held at the Hendricks 
County Government Center, 355 S. 
Washington St. For more information, 
visit co.hendricks.in.us. To reach the Plan 
Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals, 
call (317) 745-9255; for County Council, 
call 317-745-9315; and for the Board of 
Health, call (317) 745-9217.

www.designindentistry.com

You deserve to  
be more than  

a number. 
Please call us at

(317) 837-8900

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
DENTURES AND IMPLANTS

In the hurried-up society that we live in today, 
it’s easy to make decisions based on time and 
convenience. That may work with some of life’s 

day-to-day decisions. However, your smile, 
whether dentures, implants or a combination of 
the two, requires much more time and attention 

to detail. We know just what you need.

Here at Design in Dentistry, Dr. Gregg 
Svoma has over 25 years of experience. 

His patients truly trust him and each 
are given personalized care to fit their 

individual needs. 

 Shingle
 Metal
 Tear-offs
 Leak Specialist

Call Kyle Williams for a Free Estimate!
317•460•1191
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Bailey Babinec, 8, reacts to touching a bearded dragon held by  Washington Township Park naturalist 
Kelly Thomas during the April 27 grand opening of Helen Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 N. 
Bailey is the daughter of Washington Township Board member Amanda Babinec. The park includes 
a playground, campgrounds, trails and a pond with access to kayaking, outdoor classrooms and a 
low challenge rope course (opening in the fall). Another focus of the park will be the nature center 
that includes live animals and interactive areas, along with a nature library to encourage children 
to learn about the outdoors. Finally, the park has primitive campgrounds. They will include a nod 
to vintage camping with tents and campfires. There will be no RVs or electricity allowed. The park’s 
slogan is “Get lost in the right direction.” For more information go to washingtontwpparks.org or call 
(317) 745-0785. (Photos by Rick Myers)

www.hendrickspower.com
* Only for members of Hendricks Power Cooperative

Save the Date!
THURSDAY

 JULY 18, 2019
HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIR

Annual Meeting & Member 
Appreciation Event

Please join us at our Annual Meeting at the Hendricks 
County 4-H fair! We’ll have activities for the whole 
family in addition to voting for your Executive Board. 

Join us!
Elect Board Members
Learn About Your Co-op
Safety Demonstrations
Meet our Staff

Win Energy Credits
Face Painting 
Prizes
Games

FREE!
Parking & Meal Vouchers

Be sure to check your mail!

Freaky fun
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Hendricks County Senior Services will 
host a monthly diabetes and Alzheimer’s 
support groups.  

Speaker Carolyn Burdsall will present 
Psychosocial Adjustment & Goal Setting at 
11 a.m. May 21. Meetings are designed for 
people with diabetes and those caring for 
someone with diabetes. The group is spon-
sored by Hendricks Regional Health and is 
open to anyone affected by diabetes.

The monthly Alzheimer’s Caregiver Sup-
port Group will meet at 4 p.m. May 28. Fa-
cilitator Deanne Sanders Below, coordina-
tor of In-Home Services and Information at 

Hendricks County Senior Services, to give 
caregivers an opportunity to share experi-
ences and gain strength and knowledge 
from others. 

Both groups are open to anyone af-
fected, free, confidential and don’t re-
quire reservations. To eat lunch after 
meetings, call the Senior Center at least 
24 hours in advance. Suggested do-
nation is $3 per person. Senior Center 
membership is not required.

Hendricks County Senior Services is locat-
ed at 1201 Sycamore Lane, Danville. Trans-
portation is available. Call (317) 745-4303. 

Brownsburg High School National 
Honor Society dedicated a recent Satur-
day morning to building two raised herb 
garden beds at the outdoor classroom 
at Williams Park. Under the guidance of 
parks’ grounds crew members Joe Maples 
and Greg Dickenson, the students put to-
gether the planters and filled them with 
basil, lemongrass and cilantro. The garden 
will teach children how different herbs 
look, feel, smell and taste.

Plainfield Lions Club members conduct-
ed free vision screenings for 40 preschool 
children at the Plainfield United Method-
ist Church Preschool in April. If screenings 
show the need, the Lions refer parents to 
take their children to an eye doctor.  

Volunteer Lions Club members facili-
tate Operation KidSight for children 18 
months to age 6. Screenings help identify 
children who need to see an optometrist 
or ophthalmologist for a full eye exam.

The Plainfield Lions conduct free 
screenings at the Plainfield-Guilford 
Township Public Library Summer Read-
ing Club Kick Off 5:30-7:30 p.m. May 28, 
1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield.

Preschool or childcare providers inter-
ested in free screenings, contact Tom Iles 
at (317) 600-5193 or via email at t.iles@
sbcglobal.net.

Brownsburg residents will see plenty of 
work during three road capital improvement 
projects in the coming months, with a fourth 
project along a busy road in discussion. 

The reconstruction of North Green Street 
between Main Street and Lucas Drive is on 
track to open by the end of June. When the 
road reopens to through traffic, it will in-
clude a center turn lane and bike lanes from 
Main Street to 56th Street. Arbuckle Com-
mons at North Green and Enderly Avenue 
will provide a new entrance to Arbuckle 
Park with a traffic signal.

Construction of Northfield Drive from 
County Road 300 North to County Road 
400 North is planned to continue through 
October. Gross Point Pass at Northfield 
Drive (the Beacon Pointe neighborhood 
west entrance) will be closed until Aug. 1 for 
construction of a roundabout at Northfield 
Drive and County Road 400 North. 

Work continues on a new traffic signal 
and pedestrian crossing at 56th Street and 
Wild Ridge Boulevard, just east of the bridge 
that crosses I-74. Weather and other factors 
permitting, the contractor expects the proj-
ect to be complete by the end of May. 

Town officials have discussed next steps 
on adjusting the Ronald Reagan Parkway 
and Airport Road intersection for safety. The 
Town has completed a traffic study and is 
developing a quote request for intersection 
redesign, said Town Councilman Brian Jes-
sen. Costs would come from the 2015 Ron-
ald Reagan Parkway bond proceeds that are 
still available. Brownsburg does not have ju-
risdiction over that section of the road, and 
those discussions are also continuing. 

Brownsburg National Honor Society students 
built two herb gardens to use in a park outdoor 
classroom. 

Brownsburg High School National Honor Society 
built two herb gardens at Williams Park. (Photos 
provided by Brownsburg Parks)

ICONICbriefs

The Mitch Daniels Leadership Founda-
tion announced its 2019-20 fellows class 
of 20 outstanding Hoosiers, including 
Benjamin Fouch of Brownsburg, an associ-
ate with Lacy Diversified Industries.

The fellows represent 13 United States 
colleges and universities and a variety of 
professions. Fellows applied and shared 
their ideas and vision to drive change. 

“We received a phenomenal response 
from an impressive group of leaders. It 

was a very tough decision for our board 
of directors,” board chairman Ryan Kitchell 
said. “We see the passion, energy and po-
tential in these leaders and look forward 
to supporting them as they help lift the 
arc of progress in Indiana.”

Fellows will participate in a yearlong 
program designed to help educate, men-
tor and encourage them to drive change. 
The curriculum and events will center on 
economy, education, health and culture.

Lifelong residents 
of Hendricks County

Joe & Angie Pritchett
Pritchett Property Group 

Joe 317-445-2197
Angie 317-945-6001

www.pritchettpropertygroup.com

Our philosophy is simple: clients 
come first. We don’t measure 
success through achievements 
or awards but through the 
satisfaction of our clients.

Call today to 
find your  

new home!

Our family helping  
    your family

 Real Estate Professionals

10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
(Next to Crew Car Wash)
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6pm  

Sat. 8am - 4pm

OIL CHANGE  
SPECIAL

Excludes shop supplies disposal fee, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks. 
Up to 5qts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil. Spin off filters. With coupon only. 

Not valid with any other offers. Present coupon at time of purchase. 
Expires 5/31/19

$2199 Synthetic Blend Only
 

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

GET IT FIXED 
NOW COUPON!
Save up to

$150
on Any Repair

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/19



ENRICHING THE MIND AND SPIRIT IN A NEIGHBORHOOD SETTING.

At Hoosier Village, we know that the right 
environment can enrich the lives of people with 

memory loss. That’s why we are proud to offer 
Hickory Hall, our memory care center designed 

specifically for residents with Alzheimer’s disease 
and other memory challenges.  

 
As the premier retirement community in the 

region, our dedicated staff utilizes the most 
up-to-date knowledge, training and research 

available to nurture the mind, body and spirit. 

Call today to arrange a tour.
www.hoosiervillage.com
9875 Cherryleaf Drive  • Indianapolis, IN 46268  • 317-873-3349

HoosierVillage_MemoryCare_CurrentAd_Feb2019.indd   1 2/26/2019   9:40:34 AM
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One great ride: 

 

Tucked inside a basement on a well 
manicured street in Brownsburg, some 
would describe a collection as a minia-
ture museum of auto racing memorabil-
ia. At first glance, it’s an impressive man 
cave stacked with trophies, black leather 
couches and racing photos. But look clos-
er, and it’s much more. 

There’s a rare copy of the very first India-
napolis 500 program printed in 1911 that 
cost 10 cents, a framed uniform worn by 
1970s racing star Rich Vogler, a rare collec-
tion of metal race badges, dozens of auto-
graphed helmets as well as Indiana native 
Tony Stewart’s NASCAR race credential cards 
and his 2012 NASCAR Winston Cup Champi-
onship trophy — just to scratch the surface.

It all belongs to Dick Jordan. He spent 
50 years working and promoting for the 
United States Auto Club (USAC) - one of 
the sanctioning bodies of American auto 
racing. They’ve done everything: quarter 
midgets, Formula One, stock cars, IndyCar, 
sprint cars and more. Jordan, 75, started at 
USAC in 1968 when called in race results 
from a pay phone. Through the decades, 
he’s had many roles at the organization, 
including communications director and 
vice president. To many, he is USAC. 

“I’d be selling myself short by saying I 
wasn’t the organization,” says Dick Jordan, or 
D.J. as friends call him. “It’s true. I mean, for 
all the years I’ve spent there and the people 
I’ve met and the things I’ve accomplished 
since I got there, it’s been an amazing ride.” 

He’s been the ultimate public relations 
guy, making sure the fans and media 
heard about the races. He estimates he’s 
written more than 25,000 press releases 
and is a walking encyclopedia of driver 
stats and races.

“Research is a big part of what I do,” he 
said, pointing out buried stacks of boxes 
containing just about every racing publi-
cation every printed. “People call and want 
me to answer questions.” 

As Jordan gives the highlight tour of 
his collection, he stops at his favorites: a 
helmet signed by Sprint car champ Dave 
Darland that simply reads, “To my friend 
thanks for the memories. “My prized pos-
session is this helmet that I got from a 
driver that I have the most respect for, and 

outside of Tony Stewart, is probably the 
greatest guy I’ve ever met in racing.”

His other pride and joy is nothing glitzy. 
Inside an ordinary filing cabinet are the 
race programs sorted by year from tracks 
across the country. “It represents the In-
dyCar series from 1946 right after World 
War II until 1991. I’m only missing four pro-
grams to have the entire collection. No-
body in the world has that,” he explained. 

His separate “card room” is a trove of 
collectibles on its own. The walls lined 
with five-tier shelving are stacked with a 
dizzying amount of brightly colored col-
lectible cars, diecasts, Hot Wheels, helmets 
and auto sports knickknacks. 

Jordan and his wife (who also worked 
at USAC) use the basement rooms to en-
tertain during the holidays, otherwise, Jor-
dan said, his wife “stays upstairs, mostly.”

Each treasure has a story, like the pho-
tograph of quarter midget race star Sleepy 
Trip, who earned his nickname by falling 
asleep while waiting for the next race. “He 
was probably one of the biggest stars in 
the history of USAC,” Jordan chimed in. 

The job hasn’t been all cheerleading. 
He’s witnessed over 50 fatal race crashes. 
And he has never forgotten the most trag-
ic event — the 1978 airplane crash that 
killed eight USAC staffers who were close 
friends. “We had to inform all the wives 
and kids that these people aren’t coming 
home. It was awful,” he said. 

Some basement walls are lined with Jor-
dan’s own trophies and awards. He’s been in-
ducted into multiple racing halls of fame and 
was recently awarded his own plaque with 
the Indiana Racing Memorial Association. 

“It was fortunate that they elected to 
do one for me when I was still around,” he 
said. “That was pretty cool.”

It’s all bittersweet. Jordan lives with inop-
erable pancreatic cancer. “I look at it as one 
day at a time,” he said. “That’s the only way 
you can look at it and see far it all lasts.”

For a guy who grew up going to the 
track with his parents in the 1950s and 
attended his first Indy 500 in 1956 (and ev-
ery one since). This has been a dream job. 

Whatever time he has left, he’ll spend 
doing what he loves: trading stories, pro-
moting races and making more memories 
at the track. 

Above: After 50 years with USAC, Dick Jordan has 
more than 50 years of auto racing memorabilia 
in his Brownsburg basement. Right: Among 
Brownsburg resident Dick Jordan’s auto racing 
collection, he has a treasured rare program from 
the first Indianapolis 500 in 1911. (Photos by 
Lindsay Doty)

Above: Good friend and racing legend Tony 
Stewart gifted Jordan his hard card race 
credentials including the cards from his NASCAR 
rookie year and two championships. Right: A  
large pedal car for kids in 1950s in LA. It was one 
of 100 made.
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Brownsburg resident Dick Jordan has 50 years of racing ticket stubs displayed in his basement.

A framed uniform belonging to champion sprint 
and midget car driver Rich Vogler in his day. He 
wore it to pass his rookie test for the Indy 500. 
Vogler died in a racing accident 1990 just before he 
turned 40.

Above: A vintage board game promoting 
auto racing in 1939 is just one of the hundreds 
of antique items in the collection. Below: A 
rare program from the 1951 Indianapolis 500. 
Jordan has a rare collection of all the racing 
programs from tracks across the country from 
1946 until the 90s. Some are the only ones 
that still exist.

A part of Jordan’s massive mini car toy collection

Coupon is valid for residential homes only. Water quality testing can detect calcium, 
magnesium, chlorine and more. Water sensors available while supplies last.  EXP. 6/15/19
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I have watched with great 
interest over the years the in-

creasing number of athletes who have used 
steroids and other body-enhancing drugs. 
As a writer, I am proud of my body (of work) 
that has not been tarnished by the use of 
any humor-enhancing or whimsy-produc-
ing substances.

Other humor columnists, I am convinced, 
have on their shelves at home “Milton Ber-
le’s Private Joke File,” the 12-volume com-
plete works of Henny Youngman and the 
Acapulco Gold of humor, “Bob Hope’s Great-
est One-Liners” (unabridged). My old friend, 
the late Soupy Sales, gave me a file with his 
100 favorite jokes. I have been tempted to 
look at it, but I don’t want to be tempted to 
borrow from it.

There have been periods in my life when 
I’ve wondered where my next joke would 
come from. I have sometimes found myself 
in a comic abyss. I used to hang around 
Barnes & Noble and Borders. I haunted 
Books-A-Million, where I knew I could buy 
funny cracks at a good price. At one point, 
I even loitered at a nearby Half Price Books, 
but you never know what you are buying at 
a place like that.

I had a friend who overdosed on The 
Pocket Rodney Dangerfield back in the 
‘70s. I still believe they had cut some bad 
Jerry Lewis into the mix, and it required my 
buddy to go cold turkey for almost a month 
— suffering for 3.5 weeks from Dangerfield 
tremors. Nothing funny about it.

Once you’re hooked on other people’s 
humor, it’s hard to kick the habit. You may 
think you have conquered your demons, 
but before long you are hiding Woody Al-
len quips on index cards in your office desk 
drawer or sticking Post-it Notes with Jeff 
Foxworthy zingers on your refrigerator. You 
sneak a peek at Jerry Seinfeld standup rou-
tines on YouTube and before you know it, 
you are addicted.

As a professional humorist, I constantly 
fight the temptation to pilfer from others. At 
first, it’s just casual use, like a witty remark at 
a party filched from Eddy Murphy, or maybe 
an observation from Andy Rooney. The al-
lure becomes intoxicating. It’s so easy to 
become dependent. 

Having written more than 1,000 humor 
columns, I am proud of what I have ac-
complished. There were some close calls 
— times when the dark side tried to affect 
my lighter side, but I was strong. While com-
posing last week’s essay, I saw the perfect 

spot for a wisecrack I remembered from 
“Everybody Loves Raymond.” I broke out in a 
sweat, but I resisted. A single stolen joke or 
“borrowed” pun, and I’d fall off the wagon. 

One newspaper, in order to safeguard its 
reputation and to assure themselves that I 
was not “using,” administered a test to assess 
any potential reliance I might have on other 
humorists’ material. 

I filled out an extensive survey with 
tough multiple choice questions, including 
this oldie:

Take my wife...
A. As an example
B. To the grocery store
C. Please
D. Out of Nordstrom
The newspaper also sent a few of my col-

umns to a humor clinic in Washington, D.C., 
to be analyzed. I tested completely nega-
tive: not stolen, not plagiarized.

 And sadly, not very funny.

Humor enhancing drugs

HC Power delivers 
trauma response kits

We love always pointing out reasons why 
Hendricks County is such a great place to live. 
A new partnership gives us another. 

Earlier this month Hendricks Power Coop-
erative announced its partnership with three 
local organizations: Habit of the Heart Fund, 
Hendricks Regional Health and IU Health West 
Hospital to provide area schools with proper 
medical safety equipment that could prove 
lifesaving in emergency situations. These orga-
nizations were all on board during a presenta-
tion at Hendricks Power Cooperative where 50 
Multi Trauma Response Kits were distributed 
to Hendricks County school officials.

These kits include essential supplies and 
equipment for the treatment of multiple 
patients, including stop the bleed/burn ban-
dages and dressings, airway management 
supplies, EMS supplies and equipment, and 
an emergency response holster kit.

The schools that received the kits included 
Alpha Alternative Learning Program, Avon 
Community Schools, Brownsburg Commu-
nity Schools, Bethesda Christian School, Dan-
ville Community Schools, Kingsway Christian 
School, Little Quakers Academy Preschool, 
Mill Creek Community Schools, North West 
Hendricks Schools, Our Shepherd Lutheran 
Church and School, Plainfield Community 
Schools, St. Malachy Catholic School and St. 
Susanna Catholic School.

“We are proud to be a part of this initiative 
for many reasons,” Dana Cochran, director of 
marketing and member engagement at Hen-
dricks Power, said in a prepared statement. 
“The safety of our children is of utmost impor-
tance, and we are committed to helping our 
local school systems be prepared in the event 
of an emergency situation. IU Health West and 
Hendricks Regional Health will both be provid-
ing training to school staff and administrators 
on the skills needed to use the kits effectively.”

Habit of the Heart spearheaded the effort. 
It is one of our favorite Hendricks County 
Community Foundation funds because it fo-
cuses on women and children with emergen-
cy needs. “We were pleased to be included 
and work alongside them, IU Health West and 
Hendricks Regional Health,” Cochran said. 

VIEWS

HUMOR

OUR VIEW ICONtoon

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 33 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

In the May 1-17 issue in the Toast of the Town sec-
tion, a picture caption part of the story on Dan-
ville’s history, said a Mercury car on Washington 
Street was circa-1935. An astute reader pointed 
out the car was a 1946-48 Mercury. We love that 
this reader knows his classic cars.

* * * * * *
The correct address for meeting places for Plainfield 
government meetings is 591 Moon Road, Plainfield.

OOPS!
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Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …
In Idaho riding a merry-go-round on Sun-
days is considered a crime.
 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

BELIEVE IT!
“How lucky am I to have 
something that makes 

saying goodbye so hard.”

– A.A. Milne

QUOTE

When Brownsburg Fire Territory 
firefighters responded to a call that 

turned out to not be serious, instead of 
simply leaving, they helped the elderly 
homeowner mow his property.

 The Speedway Trail Association 
received a $4,893,479 grant to 

expand the B&O Trail by 2.6 miles. The trail 
will connect to the east end of the trail on 
the Hendricks-Marion County line.

 To registered nurse Deb Sanford 
who marked her 30-year career 

anniversary in April at IU West Hospital. 
Sanford was one of the first employees 
when the hospital opened, and she was the 
first nurse at the hospital to receive the 
DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nurses.

To Neier Farms owners Tyler and 
Mishael and volunteers who planted 

annual flowers in planters on the Danville 
Courthouse Square. 

 To all teachers, school staff and 
administrators for educating 

children as the school year comes to a close. 

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

VIEWS

READERS’ WRITES

Over 25 professional local government 
managers from Indiana were in Plainfield 
from May 1 to 3 for their annual conference 
to continue learning new concepts to pro-
fessionally manage the day to day opera-
tions of their city or town. 

Managers came from as far north as the 
Town of Chesterton and as far south as the 
City of Aurora. Some of the managers were 
right at our doorstep including Plainfield, 
Danville, Brownsburg, Avon and Clayton. 
The professional local government man-
agement structure serves over 100 Indiana 
communities and is at the forefront of pro-
viding efficient government services and 
new ideas for Indiana’s towns and cities.

Tom Klein
Avon Town Manager

1 Two Hendricks County college 
students were named 500 

Festival princesses as part of the 
annual scholarship program. What 
small town roots do these women 
share? 

❏  Brownsburg
❏ Avon
❏ Pittsboro
❏ Danville

2 Mayberry in the Midwest comes 
to Danville May 17-19. Guests 

can see look alikes of the “Andy 
Griffith Show” characters. Which one 
will not be portrayed?

❏ Andy Taylor
❏ Barney Fife
❏ Opie Taylor
❏ Goober Pyle

3 Avon mom Alli Louthain and 
Pittsboro Elementary student 

Owen Mahan paired up to participate 
in what 500 Festival tradition?

❏ Carb Day
❏ Poll Day
❏ IPL 500 Festival Parade
❏ OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini 

Marathon

4 Local teen Olivia Head started 
rescuing and adopting out what 

animal after seeing many abandoned 
as they grew? 

❏ Horses
❏ Pigs
❏ Dogs
❏ Chickens

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know  
your Hendricks County  

community?  
Test your memory of 
 news featured in the  

May1-17, 2019 issue of ICON
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*With approved credit. Match amount is for financing through dealer lenders only. Cash or Credit Card accepted. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

www.TomRoushAvon.com
• Multi Point Inspection
•  Guaranteed Auto 

Financing
• Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
UNDER $10,000

Tom Roush Budget Center Avon

2009 LINCOLN MKS 
Stk.#L18493B, 139,370 miles

$7,999

2008 FORD EDGE 
LIMITED 

Stk.#P13444A, 115,058 miles

$8,428

2014 CHEVROLET 
IMPALA LTS 

Stk.#M19030B, 120,535 miles

$10,479

2013 FORD EXPLORER 
4WD 

Stk.#P13449A, 151,812 miles

$10,552

2017 CHEVROLET 
EQUINOX LS 

Stk.#P13451, 19,698 miles

$16,471

2010 FORD F-150 
LARIAT 

Stk.#L19302A, 109,230 miles

$17,249

2016 FORD EDGE SEL 
Stk.#P13441, 41,621 miles

$18,331

2016 FORD ESCAPE 
TITAN 

Stk.#P13403, 39,405 miles

$18,878

2018 FORD FUSION 
Stk.#P13457, 17,221 miles

$19,515

2014 BUICK ENCLAVE 
PREM 

Stk.#L19204B, 67,521 miles

$21,599

2018 NISSAN  
FRONTIER SV 

Stk.#P13458, 17,362 miles

$22,871

2016 MAZDA CX-5 
GRAND T 

Stk.#P13538, 25,196 miles

$23,215

2018 FORD MUSTANG 
ECOB 

Stk.#P13536, 30,725 miles

$24,990

2013 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE LTZ 4W 

Stk.#L18477C, 90,065 miles

$26,414

2015 FORD F-150 
XLT SU 

Stk.#P13486B, 32,786 miles

$26,840

2019 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO 15 

Stk.#P13485, 21,576 miles

$28,851
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If you’ve been paying 
attention to the world of 

health care lately, you’ve probably noticed 
some big changes — especially right here in 
Indiana. Many of these changes have been 
driven by the recent trend of large, national 
healthcare organizations taking over small-
er, independent networks.

At Hendricks Regional Health, we’ve al-
ways been committed to doing what’s right 
for our community — which means provid-
ing low-cost, high-quality, individualized 
care as an independent healthcare system. 
And while the healthcare landscape will 
continue to change, we’re going to remain 
steadfast in our commitment to being Hen-
dricks County’s independent, indispensable 
healthcare partner.

Hendricks Regional Health partners with 
over 250 community organizations, and 
each is making our community a healthier, 

Why Hendricks Regional Health will continue to be 
an independent and indispensable health system

OPINION

Kevin P. Speer is the President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Hendricks Regional Health

VIEWS

Outside is 
fun again.

$3999 FIRST 
TREATMENT

COUPON CODE: ICON
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317-350-1132
CentralIndy.MosquitoJoe.com
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10896 East US 36, Avon In 46123
317-271-2266 | www.oldbobs.com

www.facebook.com/oldbobs | @oldbobs
Store hours: Weekday: 9 a.m - 6 p.m.;  

Saturday 9 a.m. - 5  p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

happier place. Working closely with these 
groups helps us better understand our com-
munity’s needs — and allows us to identify 
and create the right solutions to improve 
the health of every person we serve.

Here’s a great example of how we’re 
helping a large local employer get more 
value for their health plan participants: 
Six years ago, when the Avon Community 
School Corporation (ACSC) approached 
us, they were searching for a way to lower 
healthcare costs and improve the health 
of their staff. Through an innovative part-
nership, we created a program including 
on-site, primary care for ACSC employees; 
health and wellness education for stu-
dents; athletic team services; and a profes-
sional-level nursing education program. 
With a utilization rate over 85 percent, 
ACSC’s healthcare costs have not only been 
reduced — the health of their staff has also 
noticeably improved.

Through our community engagement, 
we’ve also noticed a rapidly growing need 
for behavioral health services in our area. 
To better meet these needs, we’re collabo-
rating to create Behavioral Health Hospital 
– Plainfield, a safe, nurturing environment 
for people facing mental health issues. The 
hospital is being built in partnership with 
US HealthVest, and it’s our latest effort to 
provide a much-needed, comprehensive 
community resource for the people of Hen-
dricks County.

As just one more case study example, 
we have the honor and privilege of pro-
viding healthcare solutions for over 400 
employers, including Washington Town-
ship Trustee. Since we began our partner-
ship in 2017, we have helped the organiza-
tion realize a 37.2% reduction in healthcare 
spending — while also improving access 
to preventative care for their employees 
through our five wellness clinics located 
throughout our county.

Hendricks Regional Heath is focused on 
providing solutions for greater price trans-
parency, which is why we are launching a re-
al-time cost estimation service this summer. 
It’s just one more way we can help empower 
patients to make healthcare decisions that 
are right for them and their families. In ad-
dition, our work with national Accountable 
Care Organizations for Medicare recipients 
is helping improve health outcomes while 
keeping costs down — we are proud to be 
in the lowest cost decile nationwide.

Growing access to primary care is another 
key approach to reducing long-term health-
care costs, as well as improving health 

overall. In 2019, Hendricks Regional Health 
is adding new primary care physicians in 
Avon, Brownsburg, Danville and Plainfield, 
strategically located throughout our service 
area to promote ease of access and conve-
nience for patients.

Our top priority is to provide exception-
al, local care for our patients, which is why 
we’ve grown our provider network by 44 
percent since January 2017. The outstand-
ing group we’ve assembled is focused on 
treating patients using a seamless continu-
um of care, and is dedicated to producing 
the best possible patient outcomes through 
constant communication and collaboration. 
In addition, we opened our second hospital 
in Brownsburg in January 2018 to ensure 
our community has access to a full comple-
ment of medical services close to home.

We’re fortunate to have a leadership team 
that’s right at home in the community we 
serve. Our leadership is filled with individu-
als who have their fingers on the pulse of 
Hendricks County, and who understand 
what this community needs and where 
we’re headed. As a result, we’re able to make 
decisions that are in the best interest of our 
region — and we’re never afraid to be inno-
vative, share our voice and take action when 
we have a great opportunity to better serve 
our patients.

Hendricks County is growing quickly. In 
2017, it was home to 158,170 people and 
84,408 employees, and we’re now ranked 
as the third-fastest-growing county in In-
diana. While this rapid growth has brought 
many positive changes, our community is 
still battling plenty of challenges related 
to substance abuse, health education and 
many other issues. We continue to be a per-
sistent advocate for the people of Hendricks 
County, and all our efforts are helping to 
overcome these problems. And by staying 
dedicated to our mission — and remaining 
independent — we know we will. Our inde-
pendence keeps us grounded and focused 
on living out our values, so we can continue 
to be the indispensable healthcare partner 
our community deserves — today, tomor-
row and for years to come.

“At Hendricks Regional 
Health, we’ve always 
been committed to 

doing what’s right for 
our community — 

which means providing 
low-cost, high-quality, 

individualized care as an 
independent healthcare 

system.”
– KEVIN P. SPEER

Pet Sitting • Dog Walking
Call or Text 

317-610-6009
Randall Corn, Owner
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Family Promise partners with State 
Bank of Lizton to serve others

Staff Report

As part of its Building Hope capital cam-
paign, Family Promise of Hendricks County 
awarded naming rights of its new resource 
center to State Bank of Lizton. The center 
that opened in early February, will be known 
as the State Bank of Lizton Family Promise 
Resource Center as part of the multi-year, 
$100,000 agreement. 

No one is happier than Family Promise Ex-
ecutive Director Julie Randall.

“The State Bank of Lizton Family Promise 
Resource Center represents the best part of 
our community - joining those in need with 
volunteers and donors who want to help,” 
Randall said. “It is a vibrant hub where those 
experiencing homelessness and poverty 
can access affordable housing, childcare, 
transportation, living wage employment as-
sistance, bilingual advocacy and life skills to 
achieve sustainable stability.” 

The new financial partnership will allow 
Family Promise to offer more services.

“We are so grateful for the support of 
many in the community for believing in us 
and all the families that pass through our 
doors,” Randall said.

Family Promise provides housing and ser-
vices to families experiencing homelessness 
and poverty in Hendricks County and will use 
the center at 238 N. Vine St., Plainfield, as its 

hub, after outgrowing its facility in Avon. 
The center gives access to affordable 

housing and services and support needed to 
fast track families from poverty to sustain-
able independence. It also houses the ad-
ministrative offices for Family Promise.

“We are pleased to establish our partner-
ship with Family Promise by pledging not 
only our financial support, but also the time 
and talent of our staff,” said bank president 
and CEO Mike Baker. “We are looking forward 
to a true collaboration, including financial 
education for families, days of service and 
other volunteer opportunities.”

The partnership makes sense for both or-
ganizations who want to improve the lives of 
area residents and communities, Baker said. 

“State Bank of Lizton is proud to provide 
each of our employees with one day of paid 
time off annually to give back to the commu-
nities we serve, and we are looking forward 
to organizing a number of volunteer events 
with Family Promise throughout 2019 and 
beyond. We are also glad to be able to act as 
Financial Allies for Family Promise’s families in 
residence, with our bankers providing one-
on-one coaching on financial crisis manage-
ment and stability planning.”

For more information about Family Prom-
ise and to donate, visit familypromisehen-
drickscounty.org.

COMMUNITY

Above: Family Promise of Hendricks County Executive Director Julie 
Randall greets a resident. Left: The State Bank of Lizton Family Promise 
Resource Center in Plainfield will accommodate those experiencing 
homelessness and poverty. They can access affordable housing, 
childcare, transportation, living wage employment assistance, 
bilingual advocacy and life skills. (Photos by Rick Myers)
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have something 
you believe we should know about, 

please send to editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community

By Lindsay Doty

During the week Kathy Seymour is behind the 
wheel of a big yellow school bus. The 56-year-old 
shuffles kids to and from school in the Northwest 
Hendricks district and meets any rider’s rambunc-
tiousness with a side of silly.

“Oh I’m a little nuts, so we get along really well,” 
laughed Seymour, who is known as “Miss Kathy,” or 
to one of her youngest, simply, “Mamma bus driver.”

She also has a reputation for holding the occasion-
al bus decorating contest or attending an elemen-
tary choir concert because students always want her 
to come to their events.

“We have fun,” she said. 
But when her bus is parked, Seymour has another 

route- to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway where’s 
she’s been taking pictures since the 1990s.

The Brownsburg resident is the vice president 
of the American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcast-

ers Association (AARWBA), an organization devoted 
to auto racing coverage. Their work is posted to the 
Racing Information Service News. Seymour isn’t a pit 
photographer. She takes the more candid photos at 
races, practices and events at everything from midg-
et races to IndyCar. 

“It’s just like a big family,” she said. “You capture 
things for people. So in 10 years, you can go back 
and see different things and what was going on at 
the track. It’s like you are telling a story.”

No surprise, children often make up the center-
piece of her photos. Whether it’s a snapshot of Indy 
500 champ Ryan Hunter-Reay’s kids decked out in 
racing uniforms or young fans circling the track in a 
Radio Flyer disguised as a race car, she gravitates to-
ward the cute factor. 

Seymour, a longtime fan of racing, started the job 
in 1994 after a friend’s suggestion. Since then, she’s 
been able to photograph and mingle with drivers, 
celebrities and fans. 

“She’s not afraid to talk to anybody. Nothing holds 
her back, and she’s very personable and a huge mo-
torsports fan,” said Don Kay, a longtime friend and 
Autosportradio.com host.

Some photos Seymour never forgets – like a shot 
of KISS frontman Gene Simmons with her reflec-
tion in his shades and the photograph of Indianapo-
lis 500 champion Dan Wheldon just before he was 
killed in a crash at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway in 
2011.

“He was testing at the Speedway. That’s a touching 
picture for me,” said a somber Seymour. 

For the Indianapolis 500, she can arrive to set up 
as early as 4 a.m. to avoid the traffic. Toting her Nikon 
and an extra pair of shoes (she likes to come in heels 
if possible), Seymour applies her same approach as 
always: Have fun and just go with it. 

“You should be enjoying it and everyone around 
you, too,” she said. “Just like on the bus. We go and 
act silly, and I do the same thing at the track.”

Staff report

More than 25 members of the American Legion and Brownsburg 
Fire Territory firefighters escorted a beam from the World Trade Center 
to Arbuckle Commons Monday. The beam will be part of a September 
11, 2001 memorial. 

“This has been a long time coming with many trying to make it hap-
pen,” said Mike Arnould, Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce executive 
director. “Their hard work is paying off with a permanent 9/11 memo-
rial in Brownsburg.” 

Visit the Hendricks County ICON on Facebook to watch a video of 
the event.

A decade ago, four firefighters brought the beam back from New 
York City. A dedication will take place later in 2019.

To donate to the memorial fund, go through the Hendricks County 
Community Foundation and choose 9-11 Memorial Arbuckle Com-
mons at hendrickscountycf.org/donate or mail a check to the Browns-
burg Fire Territory, 470 E. Northfield Drive, Brownsburg, IN 46112.

Trackside Focus: Bus driver doubles as race car photographer

By Mark Ambrogi

Samantha Grace Shelton’s love for Great American 
Songbook music blossomed at home. 

“I grew up around it,” the Avon resident said. “My dad 
(Brian) is a huge fan of Ella Fitzgerald and all those su-
per classic artists. I feel that music really holds differ-
ent meanings and expresses different emotions than 
anything contemporary. I feel it’s something easy, and 
everyone can connect with and understand. I love being 
able to express emotion through music and share that 
gift to music.”

The Herron High School junior was one of 40 students 
nationally, including eight in Indiana, to be selected to 
participate in the Great American Songbook Founda-
tion’s Songbook Academy. The annual summer music 
intensive is set for July 13-20 in Carmel. It concludes with 
the top 10 performing at the Palladium at the Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Along with Songbook foundation founder Michael 
Feinstein, past mentors have included Broadway stars 
Laura Osnes, Jarrod Spector and Eden Espinosa, jazz diva 
Jane Monheit and the Manhattan Transfer’s Cheryl Ben-

tyne and Janis Siegel.
“I was extremely grateful and honored to be selected 

in the program,” she said. “I was really drawn to apply to 
the program because of working with Michael and all the 
mentors that will be there is invaluable. And it’s such an 
honor to sing in front of those people, work with them 
and participate in the master classes. I’m always looking 
to expand my skill set and grow as a performer. I want to 
be a sponge and go in with no expectations and work as 
hard as I can. I want to do well and succeed within it.”

Shelton has grown up in musical theater.
“It’s not that I don’t like anything else (music-wise), but 

that is special to me because I’ve always been around it,” 
she said. 

Shelton has been in 40 productions around the India-
napolis area for several different theater companies. She 
won two Encore Association awards for best performer 
under 18 for her role in “Annie” at Wayne Community The-
atre in 2013 and “Carrie” at Hendricks Civic Theatre in 2018. 

“I write my own music, which is something I’ve recent-
ly taken up,”  Shelton said. “I’m always around music.”

Visit samanthagraceshelton.com.

Avon resident selected for Songbook AcademyRise of the robot: Brownsburg team 
 builds interest in STEM

2019 500 Festival Princess Haley Begay of Pittsboro 
helped select names for door prizes at the May 9 
Hendricks County Business Leader Cover Party. 
(Photo by Faith Toole)

Brownsburg High School’s Purple Precision Team 3176 robotics club member Stuart 
Goedde loads the hatch panel for the 2019 season robot Project X. (Photo by Lindsay Doty)

Mike Arnould, Brownsburg Chamber is Commerce executive director, admires the beam 
brought from the World Trade Center after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. It will act as the 
centerpiece for a Brownsburg memorial in Arbuckle Commons. (Photo by Faith Toole)
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The number of cars employees at NAPA Balkamp headquarters in Plainfield washed 
on April 27 in an attempt to break a Guinness Book of World Records listing of the 
most cars washed in eight hours. The Plainfield location partnered with others across 
the country that day. The world record number to beat was 6,277, and tallies totaled 
more than 9,000 for the day. Guinness Book of World Records was still adding the 
total, but the record appears to be broken. The Plainfield event featured a car show 
and appearance from 2016 Indianapolis 500 winner Alexander Rossi. Each wash cost 
$5, and $914 was donated to the Plainfield Community Schools Legacy Foundation. 
The washes at various locations raised at total of $82,000 for charities.

Plainfield NAPA employees Bobbi Miller and Ryan 
Hoffar wash cars in an attempt to get into the Guinness 
Book of World Records. (Photo by Faith Toole)

By Lindsay Doty

In a school gym filled with loud cheers 
and brains wired for engineering, mem-

bers of the Brownsburg High School Ro-
botics Team, also known as Team 3176 and 

Purple Precision, huddle around a robot 
named Project X.  
The 8-foot, 150-pound machine comprised of 

mostly welded aluminum tubing and 3-D plas-
tics is programmed to pick up and deliver “cargo” 
(dodgeballs, actually) to 11-foot rocket ships 
across the gymnasium. The challenge is called 
Destination Deep Space. The moment is big.

“The environment at a robotics competition 
is part sports competition, part rock concert, 
and part Comic-Con,” said Jon Miller, BHS senior 
and the chief engineer of Purple Precision.

The club of about 50 students is a student-led 
nonprofit that’s part of a bigger organization 
called F.I.R.S.T. (For the Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology) that releases the 
same challenge to robotics students across the 
country for competitions. They get six weeks to 
design, construct and test the robots.

“Obviously it is very fun to go to competi-
tions and compete against the other teams, but 
my most memorable moments occur back in 
the shop during our build season,” said Miller, 
who oversees the robot’s creation from sketch 
to finish. 

Miller, who spends a good chunk of his time 
on the computer, said the F.I.R.S.T. program al-
lows robotics students to work with engineer-
ing mentors from companies like Rolls Royce. 
“To me, sitting down with professional engi-
neers while I work on these various physics and 
engineering calculations is a lot like an aspiring 
basketball player shooting free throws with Mi-
chael Jordan,” he said. 

Miller plans to study aerospace at Purdue 
University and caught the bug for building 

early on and joined the robotics club in sixth 
grade. “I’ve always been into LEGOs,” he said. 
“I’ve always built things. I asked my parents ever 
since I was 7 or 8 to have a little corner in the 
basement to have my workshop.” 

On May 11, Purple Precision hosted an 
open house at Brownsburg West Middle 
School to showcase the robotics world and to 
promote STEM (Science Technology Engineer-
ing Math) education.

“This is a day where our team is really trying to 
show our community that yes we make robots, 
but it’s really about so much more,” said Miller.

At the event, they replicated a robotics com-
petition with a group of West Middle School 
robotics club students who’ve been tasked with 
building their own robots for the last six months. 

“They’ve designed robots for a game we’ve 
created for them,”said Purple Precision member 
and BHS senior Harrison McCarty. “We’ve been 
mentoring the students throughout the season, 
so we’ve taken the knowledge we’ve gained 
working in our own robotics club and doing  
our own challenges from F.I.R.S.T.”

Armed with goggles, extra batteries and wire 
clippers, the students will each have a station 
– or the pits as they call them – where they will 
be fixing and showcasing their robots in be-
tween matches.

“The West Middle School students are just 
so much fun,” said Miller. “I see me in them. I re-
member back when I was in middle school and 
I didn’t have the engineering knowledge that I 
do now, and it’s really fun to be able to pass  
that on to them.”

Visitors at the open house could ask ques-
tions, participate in activities and check out 
robots and the new 3-D printer the team 
purchased this season. The printer allows the 
team to design and print their robot parts in-
house. Visitors to the event could take a print-
ed token home.

Samantha Grace Shelton of Avon was one of 40 people 
nationally selected for the Great American Songbook 
Foundation’s Songbook Academy, an annual summer 
music intensive. (Photo provided by Samantha Grace 
Shelton)

Northwest Hendricks bus 
driver Kathy Seymour 

doubles as a track 
photographer during the 

month of May. (Photo 
provided by Kathy Seymour)

Brownsburg resident Kathy Seymour 
spends time in the month of May 
at the track capturing images of 
drivers, their families and fans. 
(Photos by Faith Toole)
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May
 ___________

Danville Farmers Market
8 a.m.-12 p.m.  Danville Town Square, Jeffer-
son Street, Danville. On May 18 the market 
will be held in the Town Hall parking lot.
Contact: (317) 745-0670.

17-19
Mayberry in the Midwest, Courthouse 
Square, Danville. The three-day festival of-
fers a host of “Andy Griffith Show”-related 
events. Most events free. For a complete 
schedule, visit mayberryinthemidwest.com.

18  __________________
Central Indiana Enchanted Fairy Festival
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds & Conference Complex,  1900 E. 
Main St., Danville. Five stages of music and 
entertainment, Fairies Fantastical games 
and activities. In the evening an Ethereal 
Ball for adults with live entertainment in the 
+21 Cartilage Barn. Price: $10 adults, $5 chil-
dren, under 2 free. Ball costs $22. 

18  __________________
Pittsboro Parks Movies in the Park 
7-11 p.m. Scamahorn Park, 80 N. Meridian 
St., “Ralph Breaks the Internet” showing, 
food trucks and inflatables. Free. Food for 
purchase.

19  ___________________
Indy Runners: Try Tri Indy
8-10:30 a.m. Brownsburg High School 
Aquatic Center, 1000 S. Odell St., Browns-
burg. This race features both a super sprint 
triathlon and a long sprint triathlon. Pool 
swim. Cost: $80-$85. Visit: racemaker.org/
event/try-tri-indy.

23
Active Older Adult Fair
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Hendricks Regional 
Health YMCA, 301 Satori Parkway, Avon. Free 
event with hearing, A1C and cholesterol 
screenings, nutrition and aging information 
and demonstrations for thai chi and stability.

23-27  ______
Middle Kingdom 50th Celebration
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds & Confer-
ence Complex, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 
The 50th anniversary year celebration for 
the Middle Kingdom to include Kingdom 
Arts and Sciences competition and Crown 
Tournament.  Visit: mk50year.midrealm.org.

24  ____________________
Avon’s American Legion Food Truck Fridays 
4:30-9 p.m. Avon American Legion, Indiana 
Post 145, 4812 E. Main St., Avon. Central In-
diana’s favorite food trucks park for monthly 
community foodie events.     

24-25  _______
Mary Queen of Peace Spring Rummage Sale
9 a.m.-4 p.m. May 24 and 8 a.m.-12 p.m. May 
25, 1005 W. Main St., Danville. Contact: (913) 
832-8472.       

25  __________________
Hendricks Pride Picnic 
11a.m.-3 p.m. Washington Township Park 
Pavilion, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon.
Activities include picnic (bring your own 
food to grill), hikes, campfire with s’mores, 
music and art. Learn about LGBTQ+ 
groups in Hendricks County and how to 
get involved. evensi.com/hendricks-pride-
picnic-washington-township-park-pavil-
ion/303221704. 

28  ___________________
Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Li-
brary Summer Reading Kickoff
5:30-7:30 p.m., 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. 
This year’s theme is A Universe of Stories.

29  ________________
Wacky Wednesday at Gill Family Aquatic 
Center
9 a.m.-12 p.m. and 2-3 p.m. Ellis Park and Gill 
Family Aquatic Center, 49 N. Wayne St., Dan-
ville. Weekly on Wednesdays through July 
31. Included with pool admission. 

29  ________________
Danville-Center Township Public Library 
Summer Reading Kickoff, 4-7 p.m., 101 S. 
Indiana St. Event includes kids games, re-
freshments and fun. Sign up for the summer 
reading program, A Universe of Stories!, and 
learn about activities taking place this sum-
mer at the library.

30  __________________
Foam Frenzy
5 p.m. Washington Township Parks and 
Recreation Department, 435 Whipple Lane, 
Avon. Two foam machines, slip and slide, 
kickball, water sponge smash, magic by the 
Deceptionist, Dizzy Izzy food truck, DJ with 
music and hose down from the fire truck 
to close the event. Free, no registration re-
quired. Parking is limited. Prepare to walk. 
Bring old clothes, goggles, towel and your 
summer spirit.

EVENTScalendar

Kenneth Junkin impersonates Otis Campell during the 2018 Mayberry in the Midwest. This year’s event runs May 
17-19. (Photos by Rick Myers)

The Danville High School marching band entertains during the 2018 Mayberry Days parade. This year’s parade 
steps off at 11 a.m. Saturday in downtown Danville.
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ON
AN OPTION

 
5727 W. Morris St., Indianapolis

Indy 500 history runs deep, 
especially in May. We went to the 
Checkered Flag Tavern, a hangout 
for race car drivers since 1947. Stacey 
Snead of Plainfield has managed 
the tavern for eight years and just 
celebrated his first year of ownership. 
Snead grew up working in the 
restaurant business with his parents, 
Snead’s Family Style Restaurant in 
Lancaster, Ohio. The Checkered Flag 
Tavern menu offers smoked meats 
and daily food specials. Summer 
bike days started May 5 and last until 
the end of September with bands, 
outdoor seating and a fire pit.

With Snead’s suggestion, we 

ordered The Big Pig - pulled pork, 
smoked ham and crispy bacon on 
a brioche bun with housemade 
barbecue sauce. The sandwich was 
the 2017 Bacon Fest winner. We also 
tried cajun dry rub wings with blue 
cheese dressing and loaded barbecue 
chips. The Big Pig had layers of flavor. 
The wings were the best, not greasy 
with meat falling off. I love fresh 
potato chips. Delicious. 

WHERE I DINE

 
Brownsburg

 
 

Brugge Brasserie in 
Broad Ripple.

 
The mussels and the pomme frites 
(Belgian fries) with dipping sauces.

 
I love the opportunity to sample so 
many combinations of flavors from 
what feels like a high-end menu in 
such a relaxed setting and with very 
affordable prices. Perfect for a date 
night or a family outing. 

Brugge Brasserie
1011 E. Westfield Blvd., Indianapolis 

inside the Boyle Racing Headquarters 
1701 Gents Ave., Indianapolis 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram and Twitter @
FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 5/31/19

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 6/15/19

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 6/15/19

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 

East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 

North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 

South 
 



Deb, Greencastle

Deb’s an active mom and wife with two athletic kids. She also happens to be the 
head coach of the DePauw University women’s volleyball team, so she’s no stranger 
to spending long days in the gym. 

When a hip injury started slowing her down, Deb turned to the orthopedic experts 
experts at Hendricks Regional Health. After anterior hip replacement surgery, she’s 
having no problem keeping up with her kids — and her team.  

Don’t let pain stop you. Schedule an appointment with a sports medicine physician 
at Hendricks.org/PainFree.

Dr. Brad Prather,
Orthopedic Surgeon
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Stroke is the leading cause 
of serious, long-term disability in the United 
States. A stroke occurs after the brain is de-
prived of oxygen and nutrients. Similar to a 
heart attack, this happens after the blood 
flow is disrupted by a blockage, or in the 
case of a hemorrhagic stroke, from bleeding 
into the brain.

The type of stroke a patient has experi-
enced drives the plan of care. The types of 
stroke include:

-
ops when a blood clot blocks a blood vessel 
in the brain. About 80 percent of strokes are 
ischemic, and they are the most common 
type in older adults.

-
velops when an artery in the brain leaks or 
bursts. Hemorrhagic strokes are less com-
mon but are the most deadly.

stroke) happens when blood is restored to 
the brain and the stroke is resolved. Mini-
strokes are often warning signs of future 
strokes and provide an opportunity to find a 
cause and prevent permanent neurological 
damage next time.

People often do not recognize the signs 
of stroke. Knowing the symptoms and act-
ing quickly is vital, because brain damage 
can begin within minutes. Many people de-
lay going to a doctor hoping that symptoms 
will improve, but if we can diagnose and 
treat the patient within three hours of the 
onset of symptoms, we have a much better 
chance of saving his or her life or minimiz-
ing permanent disability.

If these symptoms strike but go away 
quickly, it could mean the onset of a tran-
sient ischemic attack (TIA), also known as a 
mini-stroke. A mini-stroke is a warning that 
a full-blown stroke may occur soon and re-
quires immediate medical attention. 

Many people consider strokes to be a 
problem faced only by the elderly, but more 
than one out of four stroke victims are un-
der the age of 65. Risk factors for men and 
women of any age include: 

Risks that are unique to women may in-
clude taking birth control pills, being preg-
nant, using hormone replacement therapy 
or being a migraine headache sufferer.

The American Stroke Association sug-
gests these lifestyle changes to help lower 
your risk for both stroke and coronary artery 
disease:

high, talk to your doctor about how to re-
duce it.

secondhand smoke.
-

trol with diet and prescribed medication.

and whole grains.
-

utes of activity each day.

For females:

control pills, especially if you smoke or have 
blood clotting problems. 

you have gone through menopause. 
Visit hendricksregional.org/heart to take 

an online risk assessment for heart attack 
and stroke. 

Controlling your risk  
for stroke

HEALTH

James Nossett, MD, is the medical 
director of Emergency Medical Services 
at Hendricks Regional Health. As a 
certified Primary Stroke Center, Hendricks 
Regional Health is a leader in providing 
high-quality care to those experiencing 
stroke signs and symptoms.

arm or leg on one side of the body

particularly in one eye

unsteadiness, particularly with any of 
the other signs

THE 16TH ANNUAL
Presented by

FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2019
West Chase Golf Club, Brownsburg, IN

7:30 a.m. Registration • Practice  
Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start
Awards and lunch immediately following play.

For additional information  
please call (317) 852-1056,  

e-mail BEF@brownsburg.k12.in.us
or register online at  

www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org

Enjoy a great day of golf with school administrators  
and community leaders, and directly impact the  

education of Brownsburg’s students. 
Proceeds from the Chip in for the Kids will be awarded in 

the form of student scholarships and teacher grants.
Not a golfer? You or your organization can still  

“Chip in for the Kids.” A Brownsburg Community School 
Corporation team of teachers or staff will play for you, 
and you will receive the same recognition as a golfing 
sponsor. Or be a Gallery sponsor, and your donation  

will be used to sponsor a student scholarship.

West Chase Golf Club
4 Hollaway Boulevard

Brownsburg, IN
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It can seem impossible at 
times to get it all done. Whether you are at 
home or at the office, this is not an uncom-
mon feeling. With the rapid development 
of technology, workers can be accessible at 
almost any time. 

It comes as no surprise when juggling 
work responsibilities, personal relation-
ships and everything in between leads to 
feeling overwhelmed, but don’t let this 
stress take a toll on your body. It’s impor-
tant to find balance. 

Selfcare is an important, if not the most 
important part of maintaining your health. 
Eat well, get good sleep and stay active. 

Take breaks when needed throughout 
your work day – a quick five minutes away 
from your desk can help regain your focus. If 
you’re able to get away during a lunch hour, 
consider taking a walk indoors or outside. 
Be aware of what you need to stay produc-
tive, focused and stress free. 

This goes for both on the job and at 
home. If you’re not achieving work-life bal-
ance, ask yourself why. Set goals and create 
an action plan for yourself. Look to your 
boss for support, but remember that it’s up 
to you to make work-life balance a priority. 

It’s also important to stay organized. Do-
ing so will put you in the driver’s seat of 
your schedule. Consider making a weekly 
calendar that includes all events and a daily 
to-do list. Prioritize the most important 
items on that list to ensure you’re making 
the best use of your time. 

Finally, whether it’s from your boss, your 
team or your family, remember to ask for 
help when you need it. 

Finding balance between 
work and life

HEALTH

Tamarah Brownlee is vice president of 
human resources for IU Health West, North, 
Saxony and Tipton hospitals. Brownlee leads 
key HR functions including recruitment, 
training, retention and employee relations. 
You can reach her at IU West, (317) 217-
3000 or tbrownlee@iuhealth.org.

(stockunlimited.com) Celebrating 20 years!

911 N Green St, Brownsburg, IN
317-852-6644

Thank you for your patronage over the last 20 years!
We hope you enjoy the new menu options we have to offer.

Want to support the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life? Purchase a Hen-
dricks Power Family Cookbook for $10 
and get recipes from over 160 Hendricks 
Power Cooperative families. Cookbooks 
are available at the office, 86 North CR 500 
East, Avon, or drive-thru, Monday-Friday, 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (317) 745-5473.  

HC Power 
cookbook 
supports 

Relay for Life
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Spring is in full swing. 
The bugs are back, sea-

sonal allergies have come out of hiding 
and For Sale signs in front yards are as 
plentiful as dandelions. If this were a car-
toon, all my Realtor friends would have 
cash register “ka-ching” sounds going off 
while dollar signs appeared in their puffy, 
pollen-plagued eyes. 

Yes, ‘tis the season for house selling, 
and — as someone who has watched 
enough “House Hunters” to consider him-
self a semi-professional Realtor, it’s time to 
revisit some commonly confused words: 
realty and reality.

Let’s go ahead and get this out of the 
way — Realtor does not have an invisible 
letter “i” hiding in the middle of it. I can’t 
tell you how many times I hear people say 
“real-i-tor.” There’s no “i” in Realtor. 

Realty is a noun that simply means real 
estate. Realty deals with the buying and 
selling of property — buildings and land.

Reality is the opposite of fiction. It is 

usually a noun that means “something 
real.” As an adjective, it often modifies 
the word television: reality television. The 
irony isn’t lost on me that reality TV claims 
to document “real” life, but it often is more 
produced than a soap opera.

That means shows like “House Hunt-
ers” could be considered realty reality TV. 
While that’s a funny phrase, “House Hunt-
ers” is about as real as the Tooth Fairy. 
Many couples who appear on the show al-
ready have houses under contract prior to 
filming, and the rest of them are quite far 
along in the house buying process. That’s 
just the tip of the unrealistic iceberg when 
it comes to everyone’s favorite show to 
watch while settling into a cozy couch 
coma on a Tuesday night.

When it comes to the word “Realtor,” 
why is it sometimes capitalized (like in this 
article, for instance)? A capital “r” Realtor is 
someone who is officially a member of the 
National Association of Realtors. Realtor is 
actually a trademarked term by the NAR, 
therefore, many stylebooks (including the 
AP) encourage you to capitalize it and use 
it only if you’re confident the person to 
whom you’re referring is truly a capital “r” 
Realtor. If not, they advise, use the term 
real estate agent or real estate broker.

Even though I’m hopped up on Zyrtec, 
I love spring. I also love “House Hunters” 
(especially “House Hunters International”) 
even though I know it’s heavily staged. An 
entertaining reality TV show is nothing at 
which to sneeze. 

A quick reality check  
on realty TV

GRAMMAR 
GUY

LIFESTYLE

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally award-
winning syndicated humor writer.  
Connect with him on Twitter  
(@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

“Realty is a noun that 
simply means real estate. 

Realty deals with the 
buying and selling of 
property — buildings 

and land. Reality is the 
opposite of fiction. It 

is usually a noun that 
means “something real.”

– CURTIS HONEYCUTT

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2018-2019 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
Expanding with Robots
at Eagle Elementary

Amount:
$1,000.00

Fourth and fifth grade students at Eagle 
Elementary exercise their brains creating 
robots for Brownsburg’s first elementary 
robotics club.  Students have roles for which 
they applied - builders, drivers, programmers 
and note takers - and work together to 
create robots. Fifth grader Shiloh likes 
building things. “I like creating things, writing 
down notes and giving suggestions,” says 
fifth grader Aye. They show off their skills 
at competitions and hope to earn enough 
points to qualify for state, says technology 
teacher Amy Huang, who hopes to expand to 
other grade levels in future years.

Just a part of the $120,000 in  
grants that BEF awarded for the  

2018-2019 school year!

My students are discovering a passion 
for technology, engineering, robotics, 
and coding/programming that they did 
not know they possessed while working 
collaboratively. I love seeing them light up 
and cheer when they are successful and 
working together to solve issues when 
they are not. The hands-on knowledge 
and experiences they gain will last a 
lifetime and be invaluable in our ever-
changing technology driven world.

Amy Huang

Sponsored in part by  
Meyer Najem Corporation



May 18-31, 2019
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
27

Summer in Indiana 
means lots of different things to people, but 
it’s safe to say that for most Hoosiers, sum-
mer means fresh, sun-ripened, juicy toma-
toes. Even for those who don’t put out a large 
vegetable garden, there’s usually room for a 
few tomato plants, even if it means planting 
them in among the daylilies and petunias. 

Last summer, my tomato harvest was a 
disaster. Except for the cherry tomatoes, out 
of three dozen plants, we harvested fewer 
than a dozen decent tomatoes. My plants 
suffered from blossom end rot, both early 
and late blight, even tomato hornworms! 

So, imagine my disgruntled surprise when 
I saw a gardening friend’s Facebook posts 
showing bushels of gorgeous, huge, plump 
red tomatoes being harvested well into late 

fall - all from just eight plants.
I felt it my horticultural duty to interview 

Anna Grace, the “Tomato Whisperer” to find 
out her secrets, and share them with my 
ICON readers.

1. Never plant early! Wait even past 
Mother’s Day, when both the air tempera-
tures and soil have warmed up. Tomatoes 
hate cold.

2. Plant only beefsteak types. Anna loves 
Beefmaster and Celebrity tomatoes that 
keep bearing heavily into late fall. 

3. Plant only about 18 inches apart. Anna 
believes this improves pollination and helps 
keep down weeds. 

4. Mix in generous amounts of mushroom 
compost (available bagged or bulk). After 
planting, dig one hole and drop in a handful 
of any fertilizer. This lasts one season. Spray-
ing with liquid fertilizer all summer results in 
more foliage than fruit. 

5. Tomatoes love lots of water. Anna tries 
to water with only rainwater. Water well and 
often, two to three times weekly, unless 
there is lots of rain. As a precaution, she lays 
down a soaker hose to provide deep, daily 
watering during dry spells. 

6. Anna swears that laying weed fabric 
over a soaker hose, then covering the toma-
to bed with mulch keeps the soil moist and 

warm and keeps out weeds. 
7. Use a plant-support systems to support 

the plant weight as they grow. Anna uses 
rebar cylinder cages, avoiding the spindly 
inverted wire cones on the market. 

8. Contrary to what experts advise to 
prevent disease, Anna never changes her 
tomato patch location. She has planted her 
eight tomatoes in the same location for 
many years. 

9. I believe her most important secret is 
that she sprays her plants weekly with an or-
ganic solution of 2 to 3 tablespoons of bak-
ing soda, 1 to 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil 
and a squirt of Dawn or Castile soap, mixed 
into a gallon of water and applied with a 
garden hand pump sprayer. Drench the to-
matoes until dripping, even underneath the 
leaves. Use a fresh mixture every time. 

You can be sure that I am going to follow 
her advice to the letter this summer. 

Happy gardening!

Secrets to a great tomato harvest

Anna Grace shared her tomato growing tips with 
gardening columnist John Chapin. (Photos provided 
by John Chapin)

GARDENING

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

PLANTS Unique Annuals, Perennials & Shrubs

ART  Gifts, Benches & Wall Art

LANDSCAPING  Design, Installation & Care

EVENTS  Garden Weddings & Receptions

NEW ARRIVALS  Quality Fountains & LED 
Solar Items from Alpine Corp., Fairy Garden
Supplies & Unique Home Décor 

6259 E. Co. Rd. 91 N. • Avon, Indiana
Hours: Mon-Tue: 10-5; Wed-Sat: 10-7; Sun: 12-4
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Container & Fairy 
Garden Workshops
Create your own design. Class 

fee includes container, soil and

ideas. Discounts on selected

plants and accessories.

Call us or 

check our 

Facebook 

page 

for dates 

and details.
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TRAVEL

Explore America’s incredible 
national parks this summer

As the weather im-
proves, people are eager to go outside 
and enjoy nature. Explore the most 
treasured national destinations at one 
of America’s national parks. From hik-
ing along trails to whitewater rafting, 
head to the great outdoors to partake 
in the adventure and appreciate our 
planet’s beauty.

Wander off the beaten path and dis-
cover the rugged beauty of Glacier Na-
tional Park. Set in northern Montana, it 
is a photographer and hiker’s paradise. 
Let the scenery take your breath away 
as you look at stretches of mountains, 
untouched lakes and forests. Take the 
scenic 52-mile drive on the Going-to-
the-Sun Road, or go fishing and explore 
lakes, waterfalls and wildlife.

Shenandoah National Park in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, Virginia, is the perfect 
escape from the city life. Take Skyline 
Drive, a byway that runs along the park 
and offers picturesque vistas. From 
hiking trails to whitewater rafting, the 
opportunities for fun are endless with 
something to do and everything to see.

Acadia National Park near Bar Harbor, 
Maine, offers a variety of terrain and 
activities. From the ocean shoreline to 
Cadillac Mountain and the lakes in be-
tween, the park offers plenty of miles to 

hike, bike or explore. One of the high-
lights is watching the sunrise or embrac-
ing the spectacular views of the Milky 
Way on top of Cadillac Mountain.

Home to the deepest lake in the 
United States, Crater Lake National Park 
in Oregon is a feast for the eyes. The 
actual lake sits inside a volcanic basin 
created when Mount Mazama collapsed 
thousands of years ago. Acres of beau-
tiful mountains and evergreen forests 
surround the lake. The contrast of blue 
water with the evergreen trees will leave 
visitors awestruck and give a newfound 
love for the planet.

To visit a destination that looks like it’s 
from another planet, head to Bryce Can-
yon National Park in Utah. The famous 
red-orange rock formations called hoo-
doos have made this park quite famous 
and is definitely a sight to see. Get lost in 
a sea of orange by horseback riding, bik-
ing, taking an ATV tour or hiking to one 
of the viewpoints: Bryce Point, Inspira-
tion Point, Sunset Point or Sunrise Point.

Will and Nikki Gott are owners of 
Magnified Vacations CruiseOne, a 
locally owned and operated Travel 
Agency, located in Avon.

(stockunlimited.com)
The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable! 

SPECIAL FEATURES
 

and boardrooms

auditorium

 
overhead door

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2019 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-31-19.
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Local tween shines on stage and  
ballroom dance floor

Rogue Salyers loves to perform and has 
a passion for dance. 

“She sings and dances constantly, even 
in public,” her mother Christa Miller said. 
“She dances at the grocery store. She 
dances at the mall. She doesn’t go into a 
dressing room and then come out to show 
me what she is trying on. She comes out 
performing in it.” 

“I mostly tap when I am in public because 
it is less noticeable,” Salyers said with a smile.

Now 12, the Danville resident started 
musical theater when she was just five 
years old. Salyers performed in local pro-
ductions including “The Jungle Book,” 
“Sleeping Beauty,” “Shrek,” where she land-
ed the major role of the younger Princess 
Fiona, and in “Gypsy” where she portrayed 
the lead role Baby June. 

Salyers honed her acting craft at The Biz 
Academy of Musical Theatre in Avon and 

through performances with the Hendricks 
County Civic Theatre. She improves her 
vocal talents under the tutelage of Karen 
Mayo, a long-time vocal coach and Hen-
dricks County resident. She has also stud-
ied jazz, tap and ballet.

Theater was her first love until she re-
cently discovered ballroom dancing. In-
spired after attending a Hendricks County 
Civic Theatre Gala to watch a friend per-
form, she enrolled at the Brownsburg Ball-
room Dance Studio about two years ago. 

Salyers performs with a group from the 
studio called Swing Kids, comprised of 
dancers ages 7 to 18. They learn ballroom, 
rhythm, latin and of course, swing to per-
form at various events.

Master instructor Kim Chastain owns 
the ballroom studio that offers dance 
classes to kids and adults. “Rogue is a quick 
learner, hard worker, completely depend-
able and mature beyond her years,” Chas-
tain said. “Rogue knows every Swing Kids 

routine backwards and forwards, even 
the ones she is not in and has done us the 
great favor of stepping in on many occa-
sions to fill the gaps of missing team mem-
bers. She is invaluable to the team. She has 
a great spirit and infectious laugh.”

Salyers and her dance partner, Dylan 
Earl competed in the Indianapolis Open 
Dance Competition April 6. They placed 
first in the competitive waltz, tango and 
foxtrot events.

“It is inspiring how partnered dance, 
unlike any other activity I have ever seen, 
grows confidence, poise, teamwork and 
social graces on and off the dance floor,” 
Chastain said.

To further her training, Salyers 
plans to attend Riverside High 
School in Indianapolis because 
the school offers a classical and 
liberal arts curriculum. 

She dreams of living and performing in 
New York City.

The Swing Dance Kids is a performing group in Brownsburg for kids ages 7 to 18. Kadence Chastain (from left), Noah Lewis, Mya Doyle, Cadence Glenzy, Anna 
Lewis, Rogue Salyers, Elijah Lewis and Gracie Chastain perform in the group. (Photos provided by Kelly Dawn Photography)

ICONICarts

COMMUNITY

More than 60 performers from the 
Brownsburg Ballroom Dance Studio 

will dance with inspiration from 
famous art pieces. Members of the 

Special Olympics Ballroom Team will 
also perform.

Spring Showcase, The Art of Dance, 
6-8:30 p.m. May 19, Tri-West High 

School, 7883 N. SR 39, Lizton.
Cost: $20 in advance at tututix.com/

brownsburgballroom or  
$25 at the door.

For more information visit 
brownsburgballroom.com,  
call (317) 286-7504 or go to  

@bburgballroom on Facebook.

Rogue Salyers (right) placed first in a recent 
ballroom dancing competition with one of 
her dance partners Dylan Earl. Here she’s with 
another dancer Noah Lewis. 
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Bold.
Medium to dark roast. 
Earthy flavor with a hint of smoke. 
And a splash of sugar - Okay, maybe 

more than a splash.
It’s the ideal blend for Stephanie Yant. 

The Avon native has a passion for coffee 
and is pursuing her longtime dream of 
having her own shop. 

At the end of May, she and her husband 
Jordan are gearing up for the opening of 
Cabin Coffee at the corner of U.S. 36 and 
Old 36 in Avon. Employee training started 
May 10. 

The Cabin Coffee Company is an Iowa-
based franchise known for its onsite 
roasting and fresh gourmet blends. “We 
are a coffee roaster,” said Stephanie Yant, 
comparing it to the perks of freshly baked 
bread. So a lot of the other chains around 
here, they might have great coffee, but 
they don’t maybe roast it fresh in-house. 
You can really taste it. The aroma is differ-
ent. The taste is different.”

Yant, 31, comes to the franchise with 
13 years of food service experience. She’s 
worked at Arby’s, Taco John’s and spent 
eight years as general manager at Chick-
fil-A where she met her husband and got a 
rep for being a stickler with the coffee pot. 

“They used to call me the coffee master 
because I was really picky about making 
people scrub out the coffee pots,” she said 
laughing. 

Yant has also worked for an IT company 
and a pharmaceutical business where she 
supervised the storage of medical speci-
mens (she swears it’s not as gross as it 
sounds). 

“It was very different, but honestly ev-
erything I’ve done is taking care of peo-
ple,” she said.

Cabin Coffee has 17 other locations 
throughout the U.S. including one in 

Goshen. This is a first for the Indianapolis 
region. 

In addition to daily customers, the shop 
will also sell its beans and have “bean ac-
counts” for area businesses to buy and 
roast their own. 

“We hope to draw on the Avon and 
Danville areas,” she said.

As they move closer to their target 
opening of May 24, the Yants are busy get-
ting the building ready. A former custard 
and hotdog shop has been transformed 
into what now looks like an upscale cabin. 

Yant’s parents with real estate back-
grounds are the landlords. “So, it is totally 
a family thing, and that’s how it was able 
to work,” she said. 

Inside, you’ll find cozy chairs and a fire-
place. Outside, they will have patio seat-
ing for nice days. 

“I definitely love the atmosphere of 
people just coming in here and being 
here for hours and having life-changing 
conversations, so that’s pretty cool to be a 
part of,” she said.

You can find Yant on social media wear-
ing her “Coffee in One Hand, Confidence 
in the Other” T-shirt while chatting with 
followers about espresso shots.

She hopes the shop will be the perfect 
blend for Hendricks County. 

“It’s a little cheesy,” she said. “But our cus-
tomer service and our care and community 
involvement, I think people will come in 
here and feel it and know the difference.”

Roasted spotlight: Avon couple opens Cabin Coffee franchise

Stephanie and Jordan Yant own the new Cabin Coffee Company franchise in Avon. They roast coffee in-house 
and plan to open at the end of May. (Photo by Rick Myers)

Opens May 24
5530 E. U.S. Highway 36, Avon

cabincoffeecompany.com/locations/avon
On Facebook @CabinCoffeeAvon

MONSTERM IN IG OLF . COM
E X P I R E S 6 / 2 0 / 19  -  C A N N O T

B E C O M B I N E D W I T H O T H E R  O F F E R S .
E X P I R E S 6 / 2 0 / 19  -  C A N N O T

B E C O M B I N E D W I T H O T H E R  O F F E R S .

S PRING INTO S PRING WITH
18 HOLES OF I NDOOR 

G LOW- IN- THE-D ARK MINI GOLF

www.heritagelake.comCarolyn Sabean  317-796-1508

Where “EVERYDAY is 
a VACATION DAY”

Call Carolyn if You’re Thinking of 
Buying or Selling at Heritage Lake

May 2019 Heritage Lake_ICON 4-22_Layout 1  4/22/2019  6:14 PM  Page 1

www.soldwithcornerstone.com



Brownsburg Teacher of the Month

Mrs. Smith  
High Ability 2/3  •  Cardinal Elementary School

By Gavin Arnold                                
I think my teacher, Allyson Smith, 
should be the teacher of the month 
because she helps and cares for 
her students no matter what and 
has high hopes for all 26 students 
in the classroom. Mrs. Smith is 
patient and spends one-on-one 
time with us if we don’t understand 
something. She makes learning fun. 
Mrs. Smith created an area in the 
classroom called “maker space”.  
I like it because she lets us be 
creative and explore new ideas.  I 
enjoy the hands on learning in the 
“maker space”. I loved the pioneer 
unit we did and had fun at the one 
room schoolhouse.  

From left, Allyson Smith, Gavin Arnold and Dr. Jack Swartout, DDS.

April 2019

Kids, if you attend Brownsburg Community Schools, Bethesda Christian Schools or St. Malachy School, we 
want to know who has the coolest teacher! Send your name, address and telephone number along with 
a 100-word summary of why your teacher should be honored as the Swartout Dental/Hendricks County 

ICON’s Brownsburg Teacher of the Month to teacher@myicon.info. The deadline for nominations for June 
Teacher of the Month are due May 30th. The winning student and teacher will both receive $50 gift cards to 

Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate a deserving teacher from your school.



May 18-31, 2019
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

32 SOCIETY

Annual ArtScape event supports library programs 
The Avon-Washington Township Li-

brary featured art from local artists and 
raised funds during the annual ArtScape 
event April 27.

Money raised at ArtScape helps fund 
current and future library services includ-
ing literacy and reading readiness pro-
grams. Guests browsed and purchased 
art, enjoyed appetizers and music and 
participated in a silent auction , raising 
about $10,000. 
 (Photos by Faith Toole) 

Katelynn Milligan, pottery artist with Diana and Jonathan Poor

Holly and John Davis

Sara Fenton, Bill Fenton and Sylvia Woods

Karie Clark and Janet Dieterlen

Gerri Hera with TrebleMakers of Hendricks County Deanna Hindsley and Steve Eisenbarth 

Randy and Lynne Stuard, Kathy Moore

Richard and Lisa Miller with Hadiah Rice
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TheraTails horse therapy nonprofit raises money for new facility

TheraTails Riding Center held its inau-
gural fundraiser, the Boots & Bling Gala 
April 26 at the Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds & Conference Complex. The 
Danville-based horse therapy organization 
is working to raise money to build a new fa-
cility that can be used year round. Currently 
the barn is unheated and problematic for 
use for therapy in cold winter months or on 
rainy, windy days.

Cameron Ludlow gave a testimonial 
about Theratails, “I have cerebral palsy and 
ADHD,” he said. “Therapy is fun and helps 
me. TheraTails it feels like home. It is home.”

TheraTails helps uses hippotherapy, hav-
ing its patients ride horses for occupational, 
speech therapy or physical therapy. 
 (Photos by Faith Toole) 

Bob Hagemier and Kim Houser 

Brad and Mary Kuhn

Brandi and Chuck Lake 

Inaugural event catered by Ruth Butterfield, board 
member 

Mary Garner and Emma Gregory Will Gregory and Brooklyn Windell 

Kim Diaz and Tiffany Richards 

Tim and Julia Wade 
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Mantooth Insurance has been serving the local   
community for 36 years and will continue to do so 
for decades to come.  We are honored for all those 
years we have had a partner like Erie Insurance to 
offer our clients. 

Superior products, superior service.  Don’t wait, call 
us today to see how we can help you.   

 

 
317-272-1010          www.mantoothinsurance.com 

Auto   Home   Life    Business  

7378 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
Avon, Indiana 46123

(317) 272-1010 
www.mantoothinsurance.com

Auto  
Home
Life 
Business

Thinking about 
insurance?

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

HCBL

Goals are cheap and Geoff Bradley 
doesn’t set many. But motivation, it seems, 
is something the founder of Bradley Finan-
cial and Avon Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent never has lacked.

“It’s kind of odd,” he said. “Certain people 
have certain goals, and I’ve been asked 
that question before, I don’t. It’s always 
been at the seat of my pants, and it’s 
seemed to work.”

Since starting his own financial securities 
firm in 1986, Bradley has achieved success 
not only professionally, but also within his 
community. His family has lived in Avon 

going back several generations. He gradu-
ated from Avon High School in 1978 with 
a class of 160 students, which is almost the 
same number of teachers that the school 
employs today.

A former Oriole basketball player, Bradley 
was asked to speak to Avon’s last sectional 
championship team. He was also one of 
Avon’s biggest supporters of the school ref-
erendum that passed last year.

When officials prepared for the “Yes4A-
vonSchools” campaign in 2018, Bradley, 

Goals? Let’s talk motivation
What drives Avon community leader and 

financial investor Geoff Bradley

Founder of Bradley Financial and Avon Chamber of Commerce president Geoff Bradley. (Photo by Chris Cornwall)

HCBL continued on page 36



All Nights
Gambling Tent • Beer/Wine Garden • Chicken Bingo 

Kiddie Games • Book Fair • Carnival Rides
#TM0078829

Food
THURSDAY: Highlight on International Food

FRIDAY: Pulled Pork Dinner/International Food
SATURDAY: Steak Dinner/International Food

All Nights
Great Desserts • Snow Cones 

Fresh Squeezed Lemonade • Beer/Wine Garden
#149287

Entertainment 
Local Performers Each Night

W I N  T H I S  C A R

Winner is responsible for all applicable taxes. 
Festival License #149287.  

Do not need to be present to win.

2019 Kia Soul

$50/Ticket or $125/3 Tickets
Purchase raffle tickets at the parish office or  

email StSusannaFestival@gmail.com

Drawing Saturday, June 8 at 10P

une 6th 6p-10p • une 7th 6p-11p 
June 8th 6pm to Midnight

1210 E MAIN STREET • PLAINFIELD, IN 46168 • FESTIVAL@SAINTSUSANNA.COM

www.saintsusannachurch.com/summer-festival

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

ST.  SUSANNA SUMMER

thtttthA N N U A L

Sponsored By

Stock # C91275
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DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
Enjoy the 

Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month
SwartoutDental.com

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved at no charge!
Offer expires 5/31/19

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded dental 
insurance programs. One coupon per family. Not valid 
with any other offers or discounts. Offer expires 5/31/19

along with Chris Tincher, was chosen to co-
chair the committee.

“We could not have prevailed were it not 
for Geoff ’s tireless work and ability to mo-
tivate others,” said Margaret Hoernemann, 
superintendent of the Avon Community 
School Corporation.  “A trusted member of 
our community, Geoff provided the leader-
ship, inspiration, and strategic vision to run 
a successful campaign. His unwavering fo-
cus on what is best for our students led oth-
ers to recognize that strong schools equal a 
strong community.”

Bradley’s philanthropic work focuses on 
local youth. He’s involved in two scholarship 
programs with central Indiana high school 
football players, and organizations like Men 
in Action through Sheltering Wings.

After graduating from Marion University 
in the mid-80s, Bradley started his career 
working in savings and loans.

“I never really had a problem motivat-
ing myself to go to work,” he remembers. “I 
was only 25 at the time, had a baby at home 
with a wife pregnant with twins … I had no 
income until I did something, and that was 
to complete sales. You better get out there, 
so you don’t starve.”

Bradley certainly had all the motivation 
he needed at right at home. He decided to 
get his securities license and strike out on 
his own in 1986. That’s when he founded 
Bradley Financial, located at 4922 W. 16th 
St, Speedway. And for many new busi-
ness owners, the risks of starting your own 
business seem to make themselves abun-
dantly apparent.

“If I had to do it over, I‘m not sure I would 
have done it, but I didn’t know any better 
because I was so young,” he remembers. “It 
took me a while to get established and it 
was scary for the first five years. It ended up 
working out well, but it was definitely a risk. 
There was a giant learning curve going from 
an employee to your own boss. “

Apart from not starving, Bradley only set 
one other goal when it came to business; to 
earn six figures by the time he was 30. He 
said he achieved it and has since taken busi-
ness as it comes.

From professional athletes to first-time 
investors, Bradley has handled every kind 
of client. In fact, he’s a member of the NFL 
Players Association despite never having 
played in the NFL. But what also separates 
him from many in the industry is that he 
doesn’t have a minimum investor.

“I pride myself in service and that re-
lationship. I can relate to a lot of people 

because I have done a lot of things in my 
career. Everything I do now is by referral. Big 
clients come from little clients,” he says.

Although Bradley has built a professional 
reputation that brings in clients through 
word-of-mouth, he actively seeks out op-
portunities to give back to local youth.

“I try to make the time,” he said. “I’m still 
very busy, and even though I’ve been in this 
career for 33 years, I don’t feel like I’m slow-
ing down even though I’m getting older. 
But as long as I can keep giving back to local 
youth, it is a good thing.”

HCBL continued from page 34

Founder of Bradley Financial and Avon Chamber of 
Commerce president Geoff Bradley.  (Photo by Chris 
Cornwall)

“It took me a while to get 
established and it was 

scary for the first five years. 
It ended up working out 
well, but it was definitely 
a risk. There was a giant 

learning curve going from 
an employee to your own 

boss. ”
– GEOFF BRADLEY



Saturday 
June 29th
4pm-Dark 
Kingsway Christian Church  
7981 E CR 100N in Avon
No admission fee! 

$5 parking

Schedule of Events at: www.hendrickscountyribfest.com

Kids Games

Inflatables

Food

Live Music

Presented by 
ACOC

Fireworks

Balloon Glow
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1. London landmark
7. Indiana State Prison head
13. “Peekaboo” follower
15. Treat specially
16.  Hamilton County bridge over 

West Fork White River on old 
Allisonville Road

17. Futile
18. Earthen pot
19. Grabbed the chance
21. Asian tongue
22. Lady ___ (pop singer)
23. Low-budget film
27. On a cruise
29. Rachael Ray acronym
31. Verne captain
32. Explain anew
34. Tehran’s land
36. Cargo unit
37. Cleaned
40. Sleepwear, briefly

43. One-dish meal
44. Speakers’ stands
48. “In addition...”
50. Owl’s call
52. ISO instrument
53. Former Pacers exec Walsh
55. Back muscles, for short
57. IN spot?
58. Shoots from a plane
60. UNF’s conference
61. Creative guy
64.  Hendricks County bridge 

over Big Walnut Creek on 
County Line Road

66. Caulking stuff
67. Citrus fruits
68. Pirate’s pals
69. Big name in little swimsuits

1. Having opposite extremes
2. Quarantine

3. “Scram!”
4. Butler frat letter
5. Ossip Optometry concern
6. ___ Rae
7. Abs descriptor
8. First-stringers
9. Put trust in
10. Hip-hop Dr.
11. UFO crew
12. Refusals
14. Duke Energy meter reading
15.  Hendricks Civic Theatre 

prompt
20.  Marion County bridge over 

White River on 82nd Street
22. Big parties
24. Dog doc
25. Texter’s “I think”
26. Time span
28. Sushi Club fish
30. Mine find
33. Some Protestants

35. Tide types
38. Opposite of paleo-
39. Half of MIV
40. Paw part
41. ARod’s fiancee
42. IRS ID
45. Pizza King topping
46. Made certain
47. What’s-his-name
49. Red-tagged
51. Fitness regimen
54. “To whom ___ concern”
56. Old Russian rulers
59. Arbuckle Acres picnic pest
60. ___ Marie Tiernon
61. Ideology suffix
62. Narc’s org.
63. Have a burger at Bru
65. Mark Battles’ genre

Puzzle Time

 See Page 40
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the  - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Nelson L. Coughlan, 77, passed away April 17, 
2019. He was born Jan. 27, 1942. Services were 
held April 23 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg.

Gavin Fulk, 24, passed away May 3, 2019. He was 
born March 27, 1995. Services were held May 7 at 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Michael Travis Hancock, 34, passed 
away April 18, 2019. He was born 

April 8, 1985. Services were held 
April 25 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Jocelyn Ann Crebbe, 85, passed away April 22, 
2019. She was born June 1, 1933. Services were 
held April 30 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. 

Joann R. Moore, 80, passed away April 24, 2019. 
She was born May 15, 1938. Services were held 
April 30 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

 

Harold Lee Thompson, 70, passed away April 20, 
2019. He was born April 8, 1949. Services were 
held April 26 at Hazelwood Christian Church, 
Clayton.

 
Ralph Leon Smith, 90, passed away April 27, 2019. 
He was born June 18, 1928. Services were held 
May 4 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge and published twice a month.   

Funeral directors are encouraged to send 
obituaries and photos to  

info@myicon.info.

COMMUNITY
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Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 38
Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:
Numbers: FIVE, FOUR, ONE, SIX, THREE, TWO
Capitals: MADRID, MANILA, MINSK, MONACO, 
MOSCOW
Picks: BANOGU, CAMPBELL, OKEREKE, YA-SIN
Melons: CANTALOUPE, HONEYDEW, WATERMELON
Hogsetts: JOE, STEPHANIE
Senator: RICHARD LUGAR

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 15
1. C
2. A
3. D
4. B

ICONICrewind

More than 30 local government managers from across Indiana gathered in Plainfield May 1-3 at 
the Embassy Suites by Hilton for the Indiana Municipal Management Association (IMMA) annual 
conference. Managers in attendance included some from as far north as the towns of Chesterton 
and Waterloo and as far south as the Aurora and Ferdinand. Central Indiana managers from 
Cumberland, McCordsville, Plainfield, Speedway, Whiteland and Yorktown attended. The three-day 
event provides continuing learning opportunities from new concepts to management of the day to 
day municipal operations. IMMA supports municipal managers and to promote professional local 
government management across the state. The nonprofit, nonpartisan organization is composed 
of professional local government managers, such as city and town managers, chief administrative 
officers and assistant and deputy managers. (Photo by Rick Myers)

COMMUNITY

WELCOME TO

Delicious

Coupon valid at these local Culver’s Restaurants:

Culver’s  
of  Plainfield
170 South Perry Road
Plainfield, IN 46168
317-839-2100

Culver’s  
of  Greenwood
320 IN-135
Greenwood, IN 46142
317-881-2400

© 2016 Culver Franchising System, Inc. PEPSI and the Pepsi Globe are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc. 12/16 

All about town



FREE 
ENTERTAINMENT

 
DREW EXPOSITION 

MIDWAY RIDES
 

FOOD
 

4-H LIVESTOCK 
SHOWS

 
4-H EXHIBITS

 
VENDORS

For more information and a schedule of activities, visit 

www.4hcomplex.org

All of these events are at the Fleece Performance Grandstand

MON. & TUES.
July 15th & 16th

Super Cross

WEDNESDAY 
July 17th 

Antique 
Tractor Pull

THURSDAY  
July 18th

Truck / Tractor 
Pull

FRIDAY 
July 19th 

IPRA Rodeo

SATURDAY  
July 20th

39th Annual 
Demolition 

Derby
presented by 

Pittsboro Jaycess
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At 96-years young, Yetive Williams shares 
her love of reading and literacy with students 
at Eagle Elementary and the congregation at 
Connection Pointe Christian Church. After rais-
ing five children of her own, she volunteers one 
day a week at each of these Brownsburg estab-
lishments. 

On Wednesdays at Eagle, first grade students 
get a boost as they read to her and she gives 
them tips on sounding out and understand-
ing the meaning of books assigned by their 
teacher. She helps kids by giving one-on-one 
attention. You’ll find her in the library on Mon-
days checking out books, organizing library 
book cards or reshelving books at Connection 
Pointe, where she has served for 20 years. 

The two service opportunities are connect-
ed. Connection Pointe is one of several faith-
based organizations that works with Browns-
burg Schools. About 14 years ago Williams was 
part of the first group of church members who 
were part of an organized reading partnership.

We asked Yetive Williams10 questions about 
her devotion to serving and literacy.

1.How do you know where you are meant to 
serve? 

The Lord says, “Do this,” and He does it for 
me. He give me insight and a love for the chil-
dren. When my children were young I also 
taught child evangelism in my home with them 
and their friends after school called the Good 
News club. I’ve never asked to do anything. I 
pray, and when the Lord asks me to, I keep do-
ing it.
2. How have libraries played a part in your life? 

I remember helping my high school librar-
ian while waiting on the bus after school. After 
funding didn’t pass, I was one of a dozen wom-
en who started and worked in a public library 
when I lived in Matthews, Ind. I wanted it for 
my children. I could see the advantage and it 
would be a blessing for all children.
3. How does your family factor into your passions?

I wanted my own children to excel in what 
they were gifted at, and I think they did. My 
children have a variety of careers including mu-
sicians, jeweler and repairman in a factory. With 
the Lord’s help, I was able to help my children 
achieve, and I think they’ve done that for their 
kids. Kids inherit things from their parents and 

sometimes their grandparents. 
4. What do you do when you work with the 
Eagle students?

Some children can learn in a group easily. 
Some children need one-on-one. They tell me 
who needs help, and I teach them the rules 
about reading. When there are two vowels, one 
of them is silent. They learn to break a large 
word into syllables. I also make sure they un-
derstand what they are reading. They get three 
books, one easy and two hard. Every week they 
get harder. 
5. What sparked your love for reading?

I love reading, and I can’t remember learning 
to read. I have a sister who is three years older, 
and she loved playing school. I imagine that’s 
how I learned.
6. How did you get involved in serving?

Because someone asked me to. At church 
I filled out a card about my gifts, and even 
though it wasn’t listed, I said I was a librarian. 
That was in 1999. At Eagle, I went one day and 
the teacher I was going to help was giving a 
test. I went to leave, and instead they asked 
me to go to Mrs. (Chelsea) Wheeler’s room and 
help. I’ve been there ever since. 
7. What are your favorite books? 

I read a lot. I do not like mysteries. I like ad-
venture books, almost anything. 
8. What are your hobbies?

Besides reading, I used to quilt. I also attend 
the first service at Connection Pointe, and then 
I go to a Sunday school class. 
9. Why are you so passionate about literacy and 
learning to read?

If you don’t learn to read, you are in trouble 
for the rest of your life. I’ve met a 36-year-old 
who couldn’t read. I taught him my methods 
and how to pay his bills. I also helped a Chinese 
woman learn to read and correctly pronounce 
English words after she was fired from a job. We 
practiced using the front sounds in her mouth 
like -th because she didn’t use those sounds 
in her native language. She came in and told 
me in good English she wasn’t coming back for 
help because she had a job.
10. How do you feel when you see the students 
succeeding after you have helped them?

That gives me a thrill all the way to the top of 
my head. I love these children and seeing them 
excel. I do a lot of praying. I pray for those kids 
and their needs. And I pray for me. 

Questions for... Yetive Williams

Love of literacy and the Lord drives loyal volunteer

Yetive Williams volunteers at Eagle Elementary and the Connection Pointe Christian Church 
library. (Photo by Gretchen Becker)

10



West Central Conservancy District would like to share information about its history 
and what the future holds for the District. This information will help our customers to 
be informed. The betterment of the District is always first and foremost in our decisions 
as we strive to continue our history of quality and customer service.  

From the beginning…
West Central Conservancy District was formed in 1992 by individuals looking for a 
solution to their problem of lacking sewer availability. This group of individuals came 
together and petitioned the court for the right to form a Conservancy District for the 
purpose of waste water treatment. The court granted their petition and West Central 
Conservancy District was formed. In the beginning the District had approximately150 
customers. It has grown to more than10,300 residential and more than 300 commercial 
and industrial customers. 

Board Members
West Central Conservancy District covers more than 30 square miles and is divided into 
five areas, each area being represented by one of the District’s five board members. The 
members serve as a policy board. The elections are held the third Wednesday of February 
at the annual meeting. Freeholders (landowners in the District) vote for nominated 
candidates to fill open board seats. Elected board members serve a four-year term.

Board Meetings
The board meets the third Monday of the month. These meetings are open to the public 
and are subject to Indiana’s Open Door Law. The day to day operation is managed 
by District Manager Gary Padgett. Gary is appointed by the board to oversee all 
areas pertaining to District business which includes plant operation, field collection, 
infrastructure maintenance, new sewer development and all District staff. The current 
staff consist of 25 full-time employees that are continually working to make the 
District operate as effectively and efficiently as possible. The District is subject to state 
regulations that pertain to Conservancy Districts and undergoes regular audits by the 
State Board of Accounts to assure transparency and healthy business practices.

Board members from L-R  
Melissa Luebbert, Brandon  Waidlich, 

Fred Freeman, Chuck Taylor, Jim Webb.

Board Members

Fred Freeman – Chairman
• Area 4
• Business Owner
• Board member 4 years
Chuck Taylor – Vice Chairman
• Area 1
• Attorney
• New board member
Brandon Waidlich – Secretary
• Area 2
• Bank Management
• New board member

Jim Webb – Financial Secretary
• Area 3
•  Retired Union Electrical 

Management
• Board member 18 years
Melissa Luebbert – Member
• Area 5
• Food Service Management
• Board member 1 year

Office Hours:  M – F 
8:00 AM—4:30 PM

317-272-2980 | www.wccdin.org



Innovating Backyards. Inspiring Dreams.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

Celebrate 35 years of business with us!
Take 35-50% off selected items!

Prices good for the month of May!

It’s our 35 year Anniversary Sale!
Everything is on sale!


