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Suzanne Whicker only has three boys, but more 
than 850 people affectionately call her “Mom.” 
This social butterfly of Hendricks County, an 
ICON to several community leaders, is the 
drive behind the Leadership Hendricks County 
(LHC) program. For 18 years, Whicker was the 
executive director of the year-long program that 
teaches adults and youth about the county and 
their potential for making it a better place to 
live. She has wrapped up her last class and now 
moves on to a new career as an image consultant.
Program volunteer and longtime friend Mary 

Kay Hood says Whicker “embodies all that is 
leadership.”
“Recognizing that we are all different with var-

ied talents, she has helped so many people realize 
their strengths and potential,” Hood writes in 
an email. “With an understanding that it takes 
all kinds to make a good team, she encourages 
all LHC grads to play off their strengths, un-
derstand their weaknesses and work together for 
the good of our county and community making 

Hendricks County a unique place to live.”
But this ICON had some humble begin-

nings, including a shy streak and an epipha-
ny in color.

Whicker grew up in Danville and 
married her 4-H sweetheart, Dave. 
She moved to Hadley and started 
raising her family on the farm. 
She loved 4-H but skipped her 
first year of eligibility because 
she was “intimidated” by all the 
things that were going on.

While pregnant with her sec-
ond son, Whicker, a housewife, 
grew restless and sought some 
interaction with people.

“I decided if I didn’t get out 
of the house and do some-
thing besides change diapers 

and fix bottles … I was going 
to go stark raving mad,” she said. “I’m more of a 
social person.”
Tupperware had the best program going. It 

included parties, income and most of all, interac-
tion with adults. Whicker says she did that for 
a long time before stumbling on to her passion. 
Tupperware offered her a class on the colors that 
enhance you.
“They wrote a book called ‘Color Me Beautiful’ 

and you found out whether you were a summer, 
winter, spring or autumn,” Whicker said. “In 
doing so, you took four different shades of blue, 
four different shades of green, four different 
shades of yellow, four different shades of all col-
ors and realize, ‘I can wear that color. I just need 
to wear this shade of the color to look my best.’”

The six-hour 
training ses-
sion captivated 
Whicker. Her 
4-H fashion 
projects taught 
her the impor-
tance of fashion, 
but the color 
aspect was an 
eye opener. She 
started mentally 

analyzing everyone’s color choices, even the 
television broadcasters. She personally got a hold 
of the color presenter and brought her out from 
California to train her personally for a week. She 
transformed her own looks and started choosing 
makeup and clothes that flattered her features.
Then she began selling Jafra cosmetics.

When she joined Leadership Hendricks Coun-
ty, she found and became certified to administer 
a personality test based on the color of a person’s 
personality. It was a similar test to Myers-Briggs 
type indicator. It was then she realized that the 
running theme through her life was color.
Whicker was one of the first graduates of 

the initial Leadership Hendricks County class 
of 1993. The term she might use is an “a-ha 
moment.”
“I couldn’t stop talking about it,” Whicker said. 

She was as excited for the program as she was 
about the color applications. She would offer 
many unsolicited testimonials to anyone who 
would listen. “This is the neatest thing. Everyone 
needs to do this. Everyone needs to go through 
the leadership program because this is so valu-
able. I’ve been in this community for 45 years 
and I didn’t know you could do this and this.”
The enthusiasm got her noticed. She, in turn, 

jumped at the chance to do something that she 
loved.
Past president of LHC, Scott Flood said the 

position of executive director has always been 
considered part time.
“We often joked about Suzanne’s position being 

part time, because the reality was that she was 
always promoting LHC to potential participants 
and sponsors, no matter where she was,” Flood 
said. “Two minutes after you met Suzanne, 
you knew what LHC was all about, and in an-
other two minutes, you’d be ready to fill out an 
application.”
Emory Lencke, Hendricks County Convention 

and Visitors executive director and former LHC 
board president, adds that Suzanne is the ICON 

By Gus Pearcy

“I decided if I didn’t get out of the 
house and do something besides 
change diapers and fix bottles … I 
was going to go stark raving mad.”

The colors of Leadership

of Hendricks County because she works at it all 
the time.
“I keep coming back to, in my head, the name 

we gave Suzanne when I was in the LHC pro-
gram in 1999 and that was ‘Mom,’” he said.  “We 
did that because she is the ‘Mother of Hendricks 
County.’”
Susan Rozzi, the new executive director of 

LHC, points out that Whicker spent years 
tweaking and bettering the LHC program often 
by herself.
“What I’ve learned from Suzanne in taking 

over this role is just the importance of the Lead-
ership network pouring back into the program,” 
Rozzi said. 
Whicker isn’t retiring to obscurity. She will re-

start her image consulting business and continue 
to do the colors personality assessment for LHC. 
Starting in January, she will be the “Color Lady.”
Several positive catch phrases and quotes are 

hung from the walls during the opening and 
closing retreats of the LHC program. When 
asked to name her favorite, Whicker went back 
to the motto of 4-H: “To make the best better.”

Whicker dedicates years of time 
and talent to Hendricks County
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Editor’s note:  The Icon received several nominations for this year’s ICON of the Year.   Be-
low is one for Suzanne Whicker that we receive from Eric Hessel, program administrator 
for the Hendricks County Community Foundation:

I would have to recommend Suzanne 
Whicker, as she is retiring from her post as 
Executive Director of Leadership Hendricks 
County.  She has shaped so many people in 
this county.  Her work over her tenure has 
had such an unmatched influence over all 
areas in our county—nonprofit, business and 
social leaders alike have all been impacted by 
Suzanne, each with a unique story of their 
time with Suzanne  Not only has she been 
serving the adult (which can be debated 

when you see them all together J ) lead-
ers of Hendricks County, she has also been 
shaping the young leaders of our county.  I 
myself went through the Youth Leadership 
program.  Programs such as these engage, in-
spire and embolden youth to do great things.  
I cannot think of anyone else who embodies 
the spirit behind this honor—someone who 
I consider a leader, an icon, a shaper of minds 
young and old alike, a mentor and a friend to 
Hendricks County.

From one of the nominators

The
2012

of the 
YEAR
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Our Views

Yes, we want your letters
Readers of the Hendricks County ICON are encour-
aged to send letters to the editor as often as they 
wish. The stipulations are that the letter is timely, 
focused (not more than 200 words) and verifi-
able. Please make sure to provide your complete 
name and daytime and evening telephone contact 
numbers. All letters are subject to editing for brevity, 
clarity and grammar. Please direct correspondence 
to rick@myicon.info.

Publisher – Rick Myers  
rick@myICON.info / 451-4088

C.E.O. – Brian Kelly  
brian@myICON.info / 489-4444 

Editor – Katie Mosley 

Graphic Design – Lu Graff

Established April, 2008
Copyright 2012 

Times-Leader Publications
All Rights Reserved

6319 E. U.S. Hwy. 36, Ste. 206  
Avon, IN 46123

(317) 451-4088

Readers’ Writes

We get all the
attention we need.

The Franciscan St. Francis Health Plainfi eld Health Center offers easy access to a wide range of medical 
services for you and your family. You can take comfort knowing it’s all right here in your neighborhood.

Family Medicine • Physical Therapy 
Imaging/Mammography • Laboratory
Podiatry • Sports Medicine

Please call (317) 837-4700 for more information. Plainfield Health Center

Having cancer is hard.  Being the caregiver 
for a cancer patient is hard.  Grieving the loss 
of someone’s life that has been cut short by 
cancer is hard.  All of those things are espe-
cially hard when you are facing them during the 
holidays.  The holidays alone can be stressful, so 
many times we make ourselves crazy to create 
the perfect experience for our families only to be 
disappointed when things don’t go exactly as the 
plan we have created in our imagination.  Facing 
a cancer battle or loss can certainly complicate 
the matter.  
I recently read on cancer.org several tips for 

dealing with holiday stress while being a care-
giver and also received an email newsletter article 
about grieving a loss from cancer during the 
holidays.  Both included good information and I 
hope will be of help to those who read them. 
With my time volunteering and now working 

around those that face cancer I have seen many 
ways that people cope every day and around the 
holidays.  There is no right or wrong way. I’ve 
seen the cancer patient who parks in the back 
of the cancer center so no one will know about 
the treatment they are facing and I’ve seen the 
women who refuse to wear a wig – displaying 
their bald head as a badge of courage.   I’ve seen 
the family that two days after losing their  
22 -year-old daughter attend a kick off for a  
Relay For Life event wearing shirts with mes-
sages of her fight and I’ve seen another mom 
unable to attend the event after the loss of her 
son because it was just too painful.  
These same differences on how we approach 

the holidays during a cancer battle or after a loss 
are to be expected.  There is no right or wrong 
way – just your way.  The most important thing 
is not set your expectations for the holiday or 

yourself too high.  It is important for you to al-
low yourself the space you need as well as for 
those around you to do the same; remind them if 
you need to.
If you are a cancer patient or are caring for a 

loved one facing cancer it is my hope for you that 
this holiday season allows for some treasured 
moments.
If you have lost a loved one to cancer I hope 

that memories of him/her and the blessing of 
that relationship will bring you comfort.
For additional information or support please 

call (800) 227-2345 (24 hour) or visit cancer.org. 

Beverley Austin, Avon

Coping with Cancer during  holidays especially tough

The more things change, the more they remain 
the same.  And that’s what we need to remember 
this Christmas. In a nation that seemingly, end-
lessly continues to shrug off the traditions and 
values that have made us strong and the envy of 
the free world, Christmas allows us to unflinch-
ingly, unapologetically return to those things 
that are whole-heartedly American. Spending, 
eating, drinking, giving, loving, and doing all of 
these more boisterously than any other country 
in the world.  And that’s just what we should do.  
So put aside politics and your worries about the 
looming “fiscal cliff.”  Set aside any fears about 
the economic future, if only for a few days.  And 
focus again on those things that are truly impor-
tant, those things that matter. Friends.  Families.  
Your holiday traditions. Don’t let current circum-
stances keep you from doing and enjoying those 
many things that serve to renew and strengthen 
your spirit every Christmas. Your worries, your 
fears.  Put them aside.  They will still be there 
when you get back. Go ahead. Enjoy yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas.

Enjoy the season

Early in November the Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE) released school accountabil-
ity grades and we’re happy to report that several 
Hendricks County schools received A’s. With 
the close of the first semester of school weeks 
away we want to congratulate the following: 
Avon High School, Avon Intermediate School 

East, Avon Intermediate School West, Avon 
Middle School North, Avon Middle School 
South, Bethesda Christian School, Brentwood 
Elementary School, Brownsburg East Middle 
School, Brown Elementary School, Brownsburg 
High School, Brownsburg West Middle School, 
Cardinal Elementary School, Cascade Middle 
School, Cedar Elementary School, Danville 
Community High School, Delaware Trail El-
ementary School, Eagle Elementary School, 
Kingsway Christian School, North Salem El-
ementary School, Pine Tree Elementary School, 
Plainfield High School, Plainfield Community 
Middle School, Reagan Elementary, River Birch 
Elementary, Sycamore Elementary School, Saint 
Malachy School, Saint Susanna School, Tri-West 
Senior High School, Van Buren Elementary 
School and White Lick Elementary School.
“As educators, our performance each day im-

pacts the lives of our students,” Dr. Tony Bennett 
said. “It is evident these schools are providing 
the necessary positive leadership to drive student 
achievement. I congratulate each school on its 
success and commend the educators, students 
and community for their dedication and hard 
work.”
And so do we. Keep up the good work in 2013.

Making the grade
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HIP
1650 Northfield Drive Suite 100

Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 858-8702 or (317) 294-2171

Care • Camp • Parties

Ready Set Go! Family Fun: December

  

December Family Fun!! Volunteering and Giving Back
1.  Toys for Wheeler. Drop off at HIP
2. Donation for children in Safe Families. Call HIP for more 
 details
3. Hats, Gloves, Blankets and 
 new socks for the homeless. 
 Drop off at HIP

Call for more details.

December 1 Natural Tree Decorating 2 p.m. 
Make two tree ornaments from natural materials found outdoors. Take one ornament home, and use the other 
to decorate the Nature Center’s tree. All ages. Registration is required.
Location: McCloud Nature Park, 8518 N. Hughes Rd. North Salem
Contact:  (317) 718-6188
December 12 Grinch Night 5 p.m.
Join us for a night of “grinchy” family fun. We’ll watch the classic “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” as well 
as enjoy fun activities including the return of the “Stink, Stank, Stunk” station and much more. And keep 
your eye out...the Grinch might just be lurking about! This event is free and open to the whole family.
Location: Brownsburg Public Library, 450 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg 
Contact:  (317) 852-3167
December 12   All Aboard to Reading - Polar Express 6:30 – 8 p.m.
Jump on board for a special early literacy event with Polar Express. Passengers will have a magical journey 
of songs, stories and a train craft. Parents of children who attend the program will get an opportunity to learn 
about reading and writing tips with Dr. Jetta Tarr, Reading Specialist and formet Avon teacher. Don’t let the 
train leave the station without you aboard! Sign up for this special Polar Express event.
Location: Avon Washington Public Library, Public Meeting Room A & B, 498 N. SR 267, 
Avon  Contact:  (317) 272-4818
December 15 Ugly Holiday Sweater Party 3-5 p.m.
Throw on your favorite “ugly” holiday sweater and join us for some hot chocolate and cookies while we watch 
the ever-popular movie, Elf (rated PG). Please register each person individually for this program.
Location: Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library,1120 Stafford Rd., Plainfield
Contact:  (317) 839-6602

Parent’s Corner Handprint Reindeer
Supplies needed.
Paint and paper

Paint reindeer body and 
use handprints for the 
ears. 
Add details

Inside Snowball Fight

Supplies:
Paper and people
Crumble the paper up and go for it!!

By Charles R. Thomas, M.D.

Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau Thomas Winery with locations in Plainfield, Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. 
Contact him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

WWINE

As we all know, a funnel is a device that pro-
motes pouring from one container to another 
without spilling. It is occasionally used to pour 
leftover wine into a bottle. The best use, how-
ever, is to aerate or oxygenate the wine, serving 
to soften the tannins, reducing the astringence, 
and brightening up the aromas. Some wines will 
respond to this treatment and some will not. 
Much depends on the chemistry of the wine, 
namely the type and amount of polyphenols 
(the complex tannin molecules which by bond-
ing together, soften the mouthfeel of the wine 
and make the fruity aromas and flavors more 
pronounced). The tannin content of wines decays 
over time as this same process occurs slowly in 
the bottle. At some time in the wine’s life, it 
reaches a point where it no longer benefits from 
splashing, decantation, or aeration by one of the 
newer devices. In fact, decantation or aeration 
can destroy an older wine in front of your eyes. 
If the wine is red, more than 10 years old, or not 
terribly tannic in its youth, I would not decant it, 
but, perhaps, test a small amount of wine before 
treating the entire bottle.
The more slowly the wine is poured, the more 

subtle the changes will be. The accepted standard 
for aeration is the decanting of the wine. Wine 
people often speak of decanting or a “double 
decantation” to indicate the extent to which the 

decanting is carried out to oxygenate the wine. 
Some decanters, in addition to being beautiful 
additions to the beauty of the table, are fashioned 
to maximize the aeration effect by their design. 
Many new devices can produce overly oxidized 

wine with unwanted aldehydes, whose aromas 
resemble shoe polish. We now have several new 
gadgets (such as funnels) that will do a better 
job of aeration. In some, the wine will take a 
convoluted route before exit while some will have 
a spiraled journey due to spiraled ridges that pro-
vide circular turbulence in the flow. Some newer 
funnels have an embedded propeller assembly 
that will churn the wine when it flows through 
the funnel. These were the forerunners of the 
best of the wine aeraters, the Vinturi. This device 
is actually a small funnel made of clear plastic 
that only holds an ounce or two of wine. As the 
cavity narrows to the exit channel, there are three 
sets of small propellers which twirl within the 
housing. Its movement is generated by the pas-
sage of the wine, but the device also has small 
side channels that draw air into the channel, 
injecting air into the flow of wine – thus creating 
a Venturi effect oxygenating the wine. Another 
similar device is called the Vino2.
I don’t personally always aerate my red wine, 

sometimes preferring to allow it to aerate slowly 
in the glass.

The wine funnel and beyond

272-7430 • conceptsthecabinetshop.com • 7599 E US HWY 36, Avon, Next to Specks Pet Store
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RECYCLE.

Chances are the older refrigerator or freezer 
in your basement or garage is running up your 
utility bill by an average of $150 a year. Recycle 
it, reduce your energy use and keep harmful 
materials out of land� lls. We’ll pick it up and 
you’ll pick up $35.

For a FREE pickup call 1-877-395-5535 or 
visit  www.powermoves.com.

Rethink. Recycle. Reward.

Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, and must be between 10 and 
30 cubic feet in size, using inside measurements. Wabash Valley Power Association 
(WVPA) contracts with JACO Environmental, an appliance recycler, to pick up and 
recycle refrigerators and freezers that are in working condition. This program is 
funded by WVPA and is available to residential electric customers in Hendricks Power 
Cooperative territory on a � rst-come, � rst-served basis until funding is expended. 
Customers must own the unit(s) being recycled. Limit two units per residential 
address. A check will be mailed to participants within 4-6 weeks after the appliance 
collection. Some restrictions apply.

SAVE UP TO

$150/YR 
IN ENERGY COSTS

 GET

$35  
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The traditional scene of Mary and Joseph 
checking motels and finally bunking in a stable 
is all based on the translation of one word in 
the above verse—a word which has probably 
been mistranslated. The word normally trans-
lated “inn” actually means “a lodging space.” 
This word can refer to a public inn (as in Luke 
10:34), or it can refer to the common room of 
a house (as in Luke 22:11). Which does Luke 
have in mind in this verse: a public inn or the 
lodging space of a house?
Mary and Joseph were probably staying at the 

house of relatives. Bethlehem was Joseph’s fam-
ily homestead. Many relatives arriving for the 
Roman census were also staying in the house. 
Bible scholar John Nolland explains, “It is best 
to think of an overcrowded Palestinian peasant 
home: a single-roomed home with an animal 
stall under the same roof...”
Rather than having a separate structure (a 

stable) for the animals, poor households kept 
their animals in the house with the family (cf., 
Judges 11:31). Archaeologists have uncovered 
ancient houses with a raised floor on one side 
where the people slept and a lowered floor 
on the other where the animals were kept. A 
divider was formed by a low wall, often with 
a manger in it for the animals. Luke is prob-
ably describing such a setting. When Jesus was 

born, the room was so crowded “there was no 
place for them [to lay the baby] in the lodging 
space.” So they leaned over and placed him in 
a manger.
The traditional nativity scene is private and 

serene. Reality may have been much more un-
comfortable. In fact, when the shepherds ar-
rived telling their story, we read in verse 18 that 
there were indeed others listening along with 
Mary and Joseph. It does not seem they were 
alone in a stable.
Jesus was born as the King and Savior of the 

world, but he was born in shame and squalor. 
We miss this point when we transform our 
visions of his nativity into an idyllic setting of 
soft straw and quietly lowing cows. The tradi-
tional interpretation of trying the local inn and 
ending up in a stable might be correct after all; 
but this other interpretation is also possible, 
and in my view more likely. In either case, the 
birth of Christ shows the extent of his love to 
meet us in our helplessness. Beginning with 
the conditions of his birth, Jesus identified with 
our poverty—spiritually and physically.
This Christmas, open the Bible to the book of 

Luke and read, not only about Jesus’ birth, but 
keep reading about his life, his death, and his 
resurrection, also. And may you come to know 
his great love as you do.

DDEVOTIONAL
Revisiting the Manger

By Michael LeFebvre

Michael LeFebvre is pastor of Christ Church Reformed Presbyterian, Brownsburg. Contact him at (317) 626-6178.

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.”   (Luke 2:7, ESV)

...especially when your move is FREE!

Relax, professional movers will do the
work and Meadow Lakes will pay the bill!*

Mooresville’s premier senior living community has
more to offer than ever!
•	 Independent Living Garden Homes from $1135 / mo. (Utilities included)

•	 Licensed Assisted Living Apartments from only $2325 / mo. 

•	 5%	discount	on	monthly	rent	for	any	veteran	or	widow	of	a	veteran

•	 Free	fitness	center	with	personal	trainer

•	 Weekly housekeeping, laundry, and basic cable included in rent 
     (Assisted Living Apartments only)

•	 Planned activities, scheduled transportation, and beauty salon                          
*Ask for details.

Call Barb at 834-1791 to arrange 
your personal tour. Mention this 
ad when you call and receive 
a special gift at the conclusion 
of your tour!

ASCSeniorCare.com

CMG 120865

When it comes to the tastes of the holidays, we 
tend to prefer our family favorites. If you are 
the one who normally supplies a favorite des-
sert, consider substituting ingredients to make it 
healthier.

Luckily, giving those tried-and-true recipes a 
makeover is a snap. You can modify most recipes 
simply by reducing the amount of fat, salt and 
sugar while increasing the fiber. Note: Just because 
it’s healthier doesn’t mean you can ignore your por-
tion sizes.

•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	a	whole	egg,	try	2		
 egg whites
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	sour	cream,	try	low	
 fat plain yogurt or low fat sour cream
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	whole	milk,	try	skim	
 or 1% milk
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	ice	cream,	try	frozen	
 yogurt
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	heavy	cream	(not	for	
 whipping), try a 1:1 ratio of flour whisked into 
 nonfat milk (eg. 1 cup of flour + 1 cup of non 
 fat milk)
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	whipped	cream,	try	

 chilled evaporated skim milk or other low fat 
 whipped products
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	cheese,	try	low-fat	
 cheese but note that fat-free cheese does not 
 melt well when cooking or baking
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	butter,	try	light	
 butter
•	 When	the	recipe	calls	for	cream	of	mushroom,	
 try low-fat or fat-free cream of mushroom

“Healthy eating during the holidays doesn’t have 
to be a chore if you know a few simple tricks,” 
says Brittany Peterson, clinical dietician at Indi-
ana University Health West Hospital, who also 
recommends watching portion sizes, filling up on 
healthy snacks before parties and tracking those 
holiday cocktails. “Let’s face it — the holidays 
can be stressful enough without feeling guilty 
about your food choices.” 

Along with good nutrition and regular exercise, 
regular visits with your primary physician are 
vital for managing stress and staying healthy. 
To find a physician who’s right for you, call IU 
Health West Hospital’s free physician referral 
hotline at 317.217.DOCS (3627).

WWELLNESS

Tune up your family recipes

The Diabetes Center at IU Health West Hospi-
tal helps newly diagnosed or at-risk patients take 
an active role in managing their diabetes so they 
can enjoy a healthier life. Certified diabetes edu-
cators provide a wide range of diagnostic, treat-
ment and educational resources to help patients 
learn more about their illness. Working with a 
Diabetes Care Guide is free to patients, as is all 
of IU Health West’s diabetes education and sup-
port programming.
The American Diabetes Association estimates 
that nearly 26 million children and adults in the 
United States have diabetes. Another 79 mil-
lion Americans have prediabetes and are at risk 
for developing Type 2 diabetes. About 60 to70 
percent of people with diabetes suffer from nerve 
damage that causes pain in the feet or hands, 
slowed digestion, sexual dysfunction and other 
nerve problems. Studies suggest that $1 of every 
$5 spent on healthcare in America is used to care 

for someone with diabetes.
In 2011, Indiana University Health West Hospi-
tal received the Tony and Mary Hulman Health 
Achievement Award for Preventative Medicine 
and Public Health. The Indiana Public Health 
Foundation presented the award to celebrate 
IU Health West’s diabetes care guide program, 
which provides long-term, one-on-one support 
for newly diagnosed diabetics who have lifestyle 
challenges, such as shift work or extensive travel, 
which make it particularly difficult to manage 
diabetes.
The Tony and Mary Hulman Health Achieve-
ment Award was established in cooperation with 
the Indiana Public Health Foundation by Mary 
F. Hulman and first presented in 1985 as Indi-
ana’s “premier” health award in recognition of 
Indiana citizens and organizations whose efforts 
have resulted in a significant improvement to the 
human race.

IU Health West Hospital’s Diabetes Center
dedicated to public health and diabetes prevention

You have better things 
to do with your time... 
picnics, ball games,  
gardening...

Don’t lose any more time - let  
Diamond Collision’s claims  
specialists handle everything for you.
 

Choosing a collision repair  
facility now saves time later  
if you do have an accident.

www.diamond-collision.com
Located behind Lowe’s at Dan Jones Rd & Rockville Rd.   317-272-6820

Hours – Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5:30
292 S. County Rd. 800 E.

Avon, IN 46123

317-272-6820

Let us help you with:
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Free estimates
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Support local causes 
special to you.

Invest in your 
community forever.

The Community Foundation opens the door for you to: 

Learn more and donate at 
www.hendrickscountycf.org or call 317.268.6240.

I want to

GIVE CLOSE
TO HOME
but how do I choose?

GIVE ONE
GIFT...

and open doors to a 
stronger community!



A Times-Leader Publications 
Special Section • December 2012



A Times-Leader Publications Special Section • December 2012

Gifts 2012 3

We love a local holiday
There’s a reason why the winter holiday season is 

called “the most wonderful time of the year.” People 
are more joyous, giving and caring for family and 
friends and their community.

There are plenty of local events taking place to 
keep you and your family entertained this year. We 
have highlighted a few of the Hendricks County 
holiday festivities that will, hopefully, get you in the 
spirit and keep you busy in the coming weeks. We 

know that generosity in the community is necessary 
year-round, though we do hope that those of you 
who have means to do so can also participate in the 
giving part of the season. There are many local op-
tions to aid your fellow Hendricks County residents 
this year while enjoying the celebrations.

We hope to help you make this the best holiday 
yet. Spend time with family and friends, and enjoy 
what makes the holidays special.

From the Staff:
WE BET YOU HAVE A
HEART OF GOLD

We wish you and your family the best of health for the New Year.

During this season of giving, we know you hope to make the season bright, not just for yourself, but for

those around you. With the many charitable organizations you are requested to assist, we hope you will

consider helping your neighborhood hospital – Community Westview.  We know you have many 

demands on you, especially during the holidays. But we also know you care about your family, friends

and neighbors – on Indianapolis’ Westside. And for that we say thank you for your heart of gold.

As another year comes to a close, we look forward with anticipation to new challenges:  building new

medical and surgical facilities, offering new innovative diagnostic services, and bringing new wellness

programs to our community. That is why we have started the Heart of Gold Building Fund.

By making a gift to the Community Westview Hospital Foundation, you will be helping improve the

health of many of those who you care about, who are sick and in need. Please help us reach our goals 

for the Heart of Gold Building Fund, visit us online at www.communitywestview.org and click on the

(gold heart icon), Heart of Gold Building Fund and complete your tax-deductible donation. Or, to receive

a donation card and prepaid return envelope, simply call (317) 682-2027.

Yours in health,

Established April, 2008
Copyright 2012 

Times-Leader Publications
All Rights Reserved

6319 E. U.S. Hwy. 36, Ste. 206  
Avon, IN 46123

Located in Historic downtown Danville

East side of the courthouse square * next to the Royal T eater

Holiday Hours * Tues & Wed 10am to 2pm T urs, Fri, Sat 10am to 5pm

RR 2 Main St. Cultural Trail * Holiday Open House Dec 6, 7, & 8
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Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter to 
the editor of the New York Sun, and the quick re-
sponse was printed as an unsigned editorial on Sept. 
21, 1897. The work of veteran newsman Francis 
Pharcellus Church has since become history’s most 
reprinted newspaper editorial, appearing in part or 
whole in dozens of languages in books, movies, and 
other editorials, and on posters and stamps. - The 
Newseum

• • •
DEAR EDITOR:

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say 
there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If you see it in 
THE SUN it’s so.’

Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon, 115 West Ninety-Fifth Street

• • •
VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They 

have been affected by the skepticism of a skepti-
cal age. They do not believe except [what] they 
see. They think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are 
little. In this great universe of ours man is a mere 
insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the 
boundless world about him, as measured by the 
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth 
and knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists 
as certainly as love and generosity and devotion 
exist, and you know that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary 

would be the world if there were no Santa Claus. It 
would be as dreary as if there were no VIRGINIAS. 
There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, 
no romance to make tolerable this existence. We 
should have no enjoyment, except in sense and 
sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not 
believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve 
to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove? 
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that 
there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children nor men can 
see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not 
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the won-
ders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering 
the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor 
even the united strength of all the strongest men that 
ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view 
and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. 
Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all this world there is 
nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he 
lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, 
nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the heart of childhood. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus

Wow, Christmas season has arrived!  With the 
spirit of the holiday, decorating the tree and your 
home should be a festive occasion.  Over the years, 
our firm has adorned many homes and businesses 
with a myriad of themes.  My favorite theme is the 
Artist Christmas tree pictured.  As an artist, I loved 
everything about this tree and it was fun create!  

Decorating the Artist Tree

• Tree
Start with a rather tall tree; it doesn’t have to be 

extremely wide and can be a live tree or an artificial 
tree.

• Lights
String the lights from the top of the tree working 

them deep into the tree limps and out to the tip. You 
will need lots of lights, and be sure to only connect 
together two strands to avoid a blown fuse.  Have 
several extension cords available and use only three 
connected cords in each.

• Ribbon
The colorful ribbon made this tree spectacular.  

We used a stripe, a shiny gold and a thin blue.  Start 
at the top of the tree with streamers and tuck them 
in and out coming down the tree; generally, four 
should be enough. Attach a large bow where tucked 
in.  Make an extra large bow to attach at the top of 
the tree to be attached later.

• Tree Top
The top of the tree has three extra large ceramic 

artist brushes attached.  Next, attach the large bow 
as shown.

• Decorations
White ornaments were decorated with splashes of 

red, blue and gold paint. Globs  of paint were added 
to plain wooden artist pallets and were placed in the 
tree along with tubes of artists’ paints. 

• Skirt
We finished 

the theme with a 
large piece of gold 
fabric and draped 
it around the tree.  

• Packages
Finish with 

colorful packages 
under the tree.

The staff at Don-
ovan’s Interiors 
wishes everyone a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 
Year.

By Pat Donovan

Pat Donovan, ASID owns Donovan’s Interiors, Inc., Avon. Contact her at 317-272-6134 or generalinfo@donovansinteriors.com

Holiday décor adds to Christmas spirit

(317) 451-4088
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My favorite childhood Christmas memory

My favorite childhood 
Christmas memory 
was a combination of 
annual events. With 
my parents, two sisters, 
and two brothers we 
would have dinner 
together, exchange 
family gifts, then attend 

Midnight Mass at St. John’s.  We would 
arrive early to see the decorations and 
listen to the Christmas songs. 

Jim Diagostino  
Pittsboro

Each year, my mom, 
dad, two sisters, my 
brother and I would 
attend
Christmas Eve Mass.  
On the way home 
from Mass my dad 
would drive through 
various neighbor-

hoods so we could look at Christmas 
lights and decorations and my family 
would sing Christmas carols.  As we 
were driving, my siblings and I would 
have one eye on the houses and the 
other to the sky looking for Santa’s 
sleigh.  Every year without fail, my 
eagle-eye Dad would spot Rudolph’s 
red blinking nose up in the sky and we 
would hurry home to get to bed so 
Santa could come!  This is a tradition 
that my husband and I now carry on 
with our three (soon to be four) kiddos!

Kristy Keith
Principal, Saint Susanna School

www.snapper.com

Briggs & Stratton 900 Snow 
Series™ OHV engine with 
Electric Start

24" Clearing width

Free Hand™ Control - Operate 
controls with one hand, while 
driving with the other

M924E

INTERMEDIATE DUAL-STAGE: 
Ideal for medium driveways 
and walkways

STARTING AT

Busenbark 
Lawn Equipment

(317) 852-0770
1630 S Green St # B, Brownsburg

www.busenbarklawnequipment.com

LET IT SNOW!

$82900

Thrifty Gypsy
New and Second Hand Treasures

124 E. Northfi eld Drive, Ste. G, Brownsburg
Located just south of I-74 next to The UPS Store

317-709-1622 • thriftygypsyshop.com
Gifts for family, friends, coworkers, teachers and kids

Prices start at .29 • White elephant gifts • Vintage items
Enter to win an American Girl doll during December

Drawing held on December 16th
Earn Gypsy Bucks December 17th-24th

Find us on: Facebook-www.facebook.com/thriftygypsyshop 
 Twitter - https://twitter.com/ThriftyGypsyShp

Open Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm Sun: 12pm-6pm

919 N Green St. Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 852-6644

Purchase $50
worth of Gift Certificates 

and receive 
$10 FREE

Offer expires 12/31/2012
Hours: Tues-Fri 10-6pm • Sat 10-4pm

CD
Confection Delights

(317) 718-7060

41 W. Clinton St. • Danville, IN
www.ConfectionDelightsIndy.com

Unique Chocolates • Special Events
Corporate Recognition • Chocolate Tasting Parties

8123 East US Highway 36
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 272-6900

Save $5.00 
off any purchase of $25.00 or more.

Expires 1/31/13

www.mrbscigarbox.com

A box of cigars makes
a great holiday gift 

Gift Cards Available

My favorite Christmas 
memory will always 
be my 11th Christmas. 
I was an only child 
and still believed in 
Santa Claus but I was 
wavering. Conversa-
tions with my friends 
at school had slowly 

eroded my confidence. Their argument 
that is was impossible for a big fat guy 
to get down my chimney and millions of 
others in one night was starting to make 
sense. My wonderful parents must have 
sensed my skepticism. My plan was to 
stay up all night and keep a close eye on 
the both of them to find out once and for 
all, the truth.  As a common tradition we 
always went to early Christmas Eve Mass 
and maybe dinner before coming back 
home for the rest of Christmas Eve. It was 
probably around 5 p.m. and we were 
running late, things seemed stressed. I 

was sent to the car with my mother and 
when my father found his keys he would 
be along shortly. He came to the car 
several times asking my mother where his 
keys could possibly be? Finally they were 
found and after shivering in the cold car 
and watching the snow pour out of the 
sky we ended up being very late to Mass. 
I remember this well because when you 
are 15 minutes late to mass everyone looks 
at you with disdain. We had a nice dinner 
and returned home to wait for the big guy. 
I was quite surprised upon entering our 
family room that I had missed Santa Claus. 
Tree full of presents, fresh snow tracks 
leading out of sliding back door, snow all 
around fireplace and a note, addressed to 
me. 

Chris Wherle, O.D.,
 Brownsburg

My Favorite Christmas 
Childhood memory 
was our special tradi-
tion on Christmas Eve.  
Our family would 
visit my great aunt and 
enjoy her homemade 
cookies. Then travel 
around and look at 

all the Christmas lights and decorations.  
Finally, we would come home and eat my 
dad’s homemade lasagna. 

Chris Tincher  
Operator, Chick-fil-A, Avon

I have so many 
wonderful childhood 
Christmas memo-
ries but the one that 
stands out the most 
was when I was 13 
years old ... There was 
something different 
this year! I was old 
enough that I had 

started earning money by babysitting. I 
had saved my money and I did Christ-
mas shopping for my family. I was so 
excited, I could hardly wait  to give every-
one their gifts. I had always enjoyed time 
with the family and also opening presents. 
This year, after being able to give, I had 
such a wonderful feeling inside! This year 
I realized what Christmas was all about! It 
is about God giving us his only son Jesus 
Christ, spending time with our families 
and giving to one another.  

Rhealene Hobbs, RN  
Delaware Trail Elementary

Unique and creative holiday gift ideas

1

2

3

4

5

6

78910

11

12

1. America Girl doll, $108, Thrifty Gypsy, 124 E. Northfield Dr., Ste. G, Brownsburg. 2. Danville’s own Levi Riggs, “Hillbilly 
Superstar”, $9.99 Carla’s Creations & Gifts, 59 W. Marion St., Danville. 3. Nature’s Garden indoor fountain, $54.99, Old 
Bob’s, 10896 E. US 36, Avon. 4. Abe Martin Peach Chardonnay, Blackberry Merlot and Strawberry Blush, $12.99 per bottle, 
Chateau Thomas Winery, 6291 Cambridge Way, Plainfield. 5. & 6. Wool hat, $54.95, and wool purse, $18.95, by Valerie 
Best, Gallery on the Square, 51 S. Washington St., Danville. 7. Snowman Seed Cylinder Feeder, $42,98, Wild Birds Unlimited, 
8100 E. US 36, Avon. 8. Hand-forged Damascus hunting knife, curly maple (dyed) and sea snake sheath by McClary Stu-
dios, $400, Gallery on the Square, 51 S. Washington St., Danville. 9. 2013 Harley Davison CVO Ultra Classic Electra Glide 
(FLHTCUSE8), $40,000, Indy West Harley-Davidson, 6201 Cambridge Way, Plainfield. 10. “Plainfield” by Reann Poray, 
$21.99, Big Four Hobbies, 1005 E. Main St., Plainfield. 11. Holiday cigar package, $59.99, Mr. B’s Cigar Bar, 8123 E. US 36, 
Avon. 12. Plasma Car, $59.95, Wilbur’s Lincolnwood Toy Store, 285 W. Main St., Brownsburg. 

Fine Jewelry in 18-karat, 14-karat, 
Platinum, Custom Design and In-House 

Jewelry Repair Services Available

You’re invited ...
Holiday Events 2012:

December 1 – Thistle & Bee Jewelry Show
Save 20% on your purchase of Thistle & Bee.

 
December 8 – Alisa Jewelry Show

Enter a raffle to win an Alisa bracelet 
(no purchase necessary).

22 East Main Street, Brownsburg
317.852.2306 · www.nelsonjewelers.com

See holiday hours on our website.

Since 1958

Holiday Hours 
beginning Dec. 8

M-F 9:30 am to 8 pm
Sat. 9:30 am to 5 pm

Sun. Dec. 23 – 1 pm to 5 pm
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Ingredients: baguette, cut into 1/4”-thick slices; 
extra-virgin olive oil for brushing, plus 1 tsp.; 2 cloves 
garlic, peeled; 1 red bell pepper, roasted, peeled, 
seeded and coarsely chopped; 1 tbsp. pine nuts; 1 
1/2 tbsp. Parmesan cheese; 1 tbsp. finely chopped 
parsley; 1 tbsp. finely chopped basil; 1/2 tsp. fresh 
lemon juice; pinch of cayenne pepper; salt and 
freshly ground pepper, to taste; goat cheese

Directions: Preheat the oven to 350°. Arrange 
the baguette slices on a baking sheet. Brush lightly 
with olive oil. Bake until lightly browned and crispy. 
Cut one clove of garlic in half and rub the cut side 
on the baguette slices while still warm. Sprinkle with 
salt and pepper to taste. Spread each baguette slice 
with a thin layer of goat cheese. In the bowl of a 
food processor, combine one clove of garlic, the red 
pepper, pine nuts, Parmesan, parsley, basil, lemon 
juice and cayenne pepper. Pulse until a coarse 
puree forms. Add salt and pepper to taste. Spread 
a spoonful of the red pepper pesto onto each 
baguette slice.

Roasted Red Pepper 
Pesto Crostini

Prosciutto Wrapped 
Asparagus

Ingredients: 1/2 pound prosciutto, sliced; 1/2 
(8 ounce) package Neufchatel cheese, softened; 12 
spears fresh asparagus, trimmed

Directions: Preheat oven to 450 degrees F. 
Spread prosciutto slices with Neufchatel cheese. 
Wrap slices around 2 or 3 asparagus spears. Ar-
range wrapped spears in a single layer on a medium 
baking sheet. Bake 15 minutes in the preheated 
oven, until asparagus is tender.

Let’s face it, healthy and holiday in the same 
sentence does not exactly bring merry thoughts 
dancing in too many heads.  Putting those 
words together conjures up feelings of guilt and 
remorse for some during this otherwise joyful 
time of year.  So why should we bother to care? 
How can we deck the halls and be healthy?

Here are seven tips to bring you comfort and 
joy during this holiday season!

1. Tis the season! Enjoy your holiday favor-
ites, but watch your portion sizes.  If a slice of 
Buche de Noel comes one time a year, enjoy it. 
Remember to stop at one slice.

2. Season of giving — When contemplating 
what perfect gift will be placed under your tree, 
consider gifts to help boost one’s health. Exer-
cise DVDs, healthy cookbooks or a new bike 
helmet are just a few ideas to promote fitness 
and healthy eating throughout the year.

3. Shop ‘til you drop — We may find our-
selves shopping for hours on end and not stop-
ping to eat.  This only results in being extra 
hungry and choosing unhealthy options. Before 
setting off to get the best deals in town, pack a 
small lunch bag with some fruit, yogurt and a 
whole grain snack. For extra incentive, wear a 
pedometer for the trip to count all the steps you 
are taking! Don’t have a pedometer? Add it to 
your wish list!

4. 12 Days of Christmas – 10 lords a leaping, 
9 ladies dancing — They have the right idea!  
Exercise is critical this time of year. Favorite 
cold-weather activities include walking the mall, 
ice skating, exercise classes, sledding, indoor 
aquatic parks, and home exercise DVDs.

5. The more, the merrier — Holiday gath-
erings are as plentiful as summer sausage gift 
boxes this time of year. When you are invited to 
a pitch-in, bring something from a food group 
— fruit or veggies with a fun dip, low-calorie 
sparkling beverage or a lighter version of your 
favorite dessert. With two-thirds of Americans 
overweight, you’re probably not the only one 
trying to maintain your waistline over the 
holidays.

6. Jingle Bells — If you don’t already have 
one, start a new holiday tradition that gets the 
focus away from food. Host a singing/karaoke 
contest of holiday tunes, sign up for a walk/run 
as a family, or pull out board games and have a 
great time!

7. White Christmas — and pink, yellow, 
brown and orange. Don’t forget to enjoy your 
favorite healthy foods that are easy to buy and 
in season during the winter. Grapefruit, clem-
entines, butternut squash, chestnuts and brussel 
sprouts are just a few examples of some food 
that tastes fantastic this time of year!

After all, New Year’s resolutions are right 
around the corner, so get a head start now!

Jennifer K. Smith, RD, CD, is a dietitian with  Franciscan St. 
Francis Health. 

By Jennifer K. Smith, RD, CD

A happy and healthy 
holiday season

Side 
Dish

For the crust: 1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour; 1 
tbsp. sugar; 1/4 tsp. salt; 8 tbsp. cold, unsalted 
butter, cut into medium cubes (about 16 piec-
es); 3 tbsp. ice cold water

For the filling: 3 tbsp. unsalted butter, cut 
into 1-inch pieces; 3/4 cup packed dark brown 
sugar; 1/2 tsp. salt; 2 large eggs; 1/2 cup corn 
syrup; 1 tsp. vanilla extract; 1 cup pecans, 
toasted and chopped into small pieces; 3 oz. 
semi-sweet chocolate, coarsely chopped; 3 oz. 
bittersweet chocolate, coarsely chopped

Directions: To make the crust, combine the 
flour, sugar, and salt in the bowl of an electric 
mixer fitted with the paddle attachment. Mix 
briefly to combine. Add the cubes of butter to 
the bowl and mix on low speed until the texture 
resembles coarse cornmeal. Add the water to the 
bowl and mix on low speed just until the dough 
comes together. Form the dough into a disc, 
wrap tightly with plastic wrap, and refrigerate 
until chilled. On a lightly-floured work surface, 
roll the pie dough out into a 12-inch round. 
Transfer the round to a 9-inch pie plate Trim 
the edges as necessary. Freeze the dough-lined 
pie plate until firm and very cold, about 30 
minutes. Adjust an oven rack to lower middle 
position and heat the oven to 375° F. Remove 

the dough-lined plate from the freezer, press 
a sheet of foil inside the pie shell and fill with 
ceramic baking beads. Bake about 30 minutes, 
until the dough looks dry and light in color. 
Carefully remove the foil and weights. Continue 
baking the crust 5-6 minutes more, until light 
golden brown. While the pie crust is baking, 
make the filling. Melt the butter in a medium 
heatproof bowl set over a pot of simmering 
water. Remove the bowl from the double boiler 
but maintain the simmering water. Stir in the 
sugar and salt with a wooden spoon until the 
butter is absorbed. Beat in the eggs, corn syrup 
and vanilla. Return the bowl to the double boil-
er and heat, stirring frequently, until the mix-
ture is shiny and hot to the touch, about 130° F 
on an instant-read thermometer. Remove from 
the heat and stir in the pecans. As soon as the 
pie shell comes out of the oven, lower the oven 
temperature to 275° F. Pour the filling into the 
pie shell. Scatter the chopped chocolate pieces 
over the filling and press into the filling with the 
back of a spoon. Bake on the middle rack of the 
oven about 50-60 minutes, until the pie looks 
set but slightly soft, like gelatin, when gently 
pressed with the back of a spoon. Transfer to a 
wire cooling rack.

Double Chocolate Pecan Pie

Desse
rt

Ingredients: 1 (10 pound) prime rib roast; 10 cloves garlic, minced; 2 tablespoons olive oil; 2 tea-
spoons salt; 2 teaspoons ground black pepper; 2 teaspoons dried thyme

Directions: Place the roast in a roasting pan with the fatty side up. In a small bowl, mix together 
the garlic, olive oil, salt, pepper and thyme. Spread the mixture over the fatty layer of the roast, and 
let the roast sit out until it is at room temperature, no longer than 1 hour. Preheat the oven to 500 
degrees F. Bake the roast for 20 minutes in the preheated oven, then reduce the temperature to 325 
degrees F, and continue roasting for an additional 60 to 75 minutes. The internal temperature of 
the roast should be at 135 degrees F for medium rare. Allow the roast to rest for 10 or 15 minutes 
before carving so the meat can retain its juices.

Garlic Prime Rib

Main 

Cours
e

$1499

Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Order online at 
www.chicagospizzaindiana.com/plainfield

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/31/2012

2230 Stafford Rd,
 #101

Plainfield, IN
317.837.1717

Gift 

Certificates

make great

stocking 

stuffers!

10896 E. US Hwy 36, Avon
(across from Meijer)

(317) 271-2266
www.Oldbobs.com

Indys Largest In-Stock Wallpaper 
and Wild Bird Supply Store

Custom Picture Framing

Old bOb’s
1022 East Main Street
Brownsburg, IN 46112

Located right off of 136 
2-doors down from Sal’s Pizzeria.

317-350-2147

Brownsburg’s Best NEW Ink & Toner Refill! 

Save Up to 50% OFF 
the cost of brand new ink cartridges with refilled inks 

and toners! We also deliver to Local Businesses with Same Day 
Service - call today for more details. 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am to 5pm
Tuesday & Thursday 9am to 7pm

$3 off 
any refill item

1032 East Main Street
Brownsburg, IN 46112

317-858-8558
finerthingsshop@sbcglobal.net

www.facebook.com/FinerThingsShop

1032 East Main Street
Brownsburg, IN 46112

317-858-8558
finerthingsshop@sbcglobal.net

www.facebook.com/FinerThingsShop

Shop with us for 
that unique 
holiday gift!
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Shop with us for 
that unique 
holiday gift!

Dec. 1: Christmas Under the Stars, 6 p.m.
 Lighted Christmas parade starts the evening. 
Immediately following a special animated light 
display begins at Town Hall. Pictures with Santa.
 Location: Brownsburg Town Hall,  
61 N Green St,. Brownsburg
Contact: (317) 858-4172

 Dec. 1: Avon Community  
Christmas Tree Lighting, 6 - 7 p.m.
 Visit Santa and enjoy refreshments and live 
entertainment while waiting for the  
Christmas tree to be lit.
Location: Avon Town Hall, 8244 E. U.S. 36, Avon
Contact: (317) 272-4333
 
Dec. 1: Breakfast and pictures with Santa, 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. Crafts, food, games  
and Santa Shoppe for kids. All kids under  
8 will receive a gift. Tickets are limited and  
pre-purchased tickets are available.
Location: Danville Community Middle School, 
1425 W. Lincoln St., Danville
Contact: (317) 432-1175
 
Dec. 1: Breakfast with Santa, 8 – 11 a.m.
Receive a free 5x7 picture with Santa!  
Cost is $5 for all you can eat. Proceeds to benefit 
local families at Christmas time.
Location: American Legion/Scamahorn Park.  
52 E. Main St., Pittsboro
Contact: (317) 892-3329
 
Dec. 1 – 23: Santa at Plainfield Plaza, Santa will be 
visiting on the following days at Plainfield Plaza: 
Dec. 1, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Dec. 2, noon - 3 p.m.;  
Dec. 6 and 7, 4 - 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 8, 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m.; Dec. 9, noon -  3 p.m.; Dec. 13 and 14,  
4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 15, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.;  
Dec. 16, noon –  3 p.m.; Dec. 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21, 
4 - 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 22, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and  
Dec. 23, 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Plainfield Plaza, 1700 E. Main St.

Dec. 1  - 24: Santa at Metropolis, Santa will be 
visiting Metropolis on the following days near JC 
Penny: Dec 1, 11a.m. - 8 p.m.; Dec 2, 12  - 5 p.m.; 

Dec 6, 11 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Dec 7, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Dec 
8,10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Dec 9, 12 -5 p.m.; Dec 10 thru 
14, 11 a.m. -8 p.m.; Dec 15, 10 a.m. -8 p.m.; Dec 16, 
12 – 6 p.m.; Dec 17 thru 19, 11 a.m. -8 p.m.; Dec 20, 
11 a.m. – 9 p.m.; Dec 21 and 22, 10 a.m.- 9 p.m.; 
Dec 23 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.; Dec 24, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.
Location: Metropolis, 2499 Futura Way, Plainfield
Contact: (317) 203-4555
 
Dec. 1  -  24: Winterland Light show, Weekdays 
6-9 p.m.; Fridays & Saturdays 6-10:30 p.m.
$7 per carload; be sure to visit Santa in the train 
station on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.  
Call for Santa visiting hours
Location: Ellis Park, 600 E., Main St., Danville
Contact: (317) 745-2223

Dec. 7 & 8: North Salem Old Fashion Christmas
Friday 5 - 8 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Free Tractor rides on Friday eve and Santa arrives 
by fire truck on Saturday at 1:30 at the North 
Salem Community Building
Location: Various locations in North Salem
Contact: (317) 370-0585
 
Dec. 8: Breakfast with Santa, 8 – 10 a.m. Enjoy 
Breakfast with Santa and support Susie’s Place at 
the same time! All tickets are $5 and kids under 2 
are free. Location: Applebee’s, 9883 E. US 36, 
Avon, Contact: (317) 272-5696

 Dec. 8: Breakfast with Santa, 8 - 10 a.m.
Breakfast with Santa where all children will have 
the opportunity to sit on Santa’s lap, have their 
picture taken, and enjoy a family breakfast.
Location: Olive Garden, 10243 E. US 36, Avon
Contact: (317) 273-9622
 
Dec. 8: Meet and Greet with Santa, 1 - 3 p.m.
Meet Santa and tell him all your special secrets.
Location: Clayton Town Hall, 4844 Iowa St. 
(SR 39), Contact: (317) 539-2130
 
Dec. 14 & 15: Christmas with Ponies and Santa
4-8:30 p.m., Visit with Santa and the Christmas 
ponies, play reindeer games and enjoy holiday 
refreshments. Create a great memory for the 
family and give back to the community!  
$20 donation per family. Location: Strides to 
Success, 1350 Terry Dr., Plainfield.  
Contact: (317) 838-7002

Dec. 15: Pictures with Santa, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Come and tell Santa what you want for Christmas 
or pretend to be an elf while you work on a craft 
and enjoy free refreshments (while supplies last).
Location: Plainfield Recreation and Fitness Center, 
651 Vestal Rd., Plainfield.  
Contact: (317) 839-7665
 
Dec. 15: Breakfast with Santa, 8:30 a.m.
Enjoy a great breakfast for a big cause for the 
Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library.  
Tickets are $6 for children and $10 for adults and 
available in advance or day of.
Location: Applebee’s, 2659 E. Main St., Plainfield
Contact: 839-6602 ext. 2159

Santa Sightings
Little Shop of Horrors will run Dec. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 14, 

15 and 16 at Longstreet Playhouse, 4998 N. CR . 
100 E., Danville. Friday and Saturday performances 
will be at 7:30 pm and Sunday shows will be at 2:30 
pm. Contact  (317) 252-9626 or e-mail info@
hendrickscivic.com for more information. You may 
also visit the Web site, www.hendrickscivic.com

Dec 1: The 42nd annual Tri Kappa Gingerbread 
Christmas is a holiday gift and fine crafts show held 
on Dec. 1. It will feature over 130 exhibitors from 
across the Midwest. Find items and fine arts by 
Hendricks County artists. Strollers are welcome and 
parking is free. Admission is charged. Enter doors 
1, 7 and 21.  The event will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Plainfield High School.  Visit www.plain-
fieldtrikappa.org or contact Heather Stark at (317) 
362-5594 or e-mail heather.stark74@gmail.com 
for more information.   

Dec. 2: Metropolis in Plainfield is hosting a night 
of after-hours VIP shopping, dining and entertaining 
to benefit charity on Dec. 2. Exclusive promotions 
at Metropolis plus entertainment, door prizes, food 
sampling and wine tasting will be available. Tickets 
are $5 each. Visit customer service at Metropolis 
for details.

  
Dec. 6  -  8:  Rural Routes to Main Street Holiday 

Open House will host the holiday edition of the 
year-round self-directed driving tour. The tour will 
lead you to the Hendricks County art studios, galler-
ies and other creative spaces. Shop for unique gifts 
and enjoy special events and workshops just in time 
for the holidays. Open from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Contact 
Debby Rodney for more information. E-mail info@
TourHendricksCounty.com or go to www.Rural-
RoutestoMainStreet.com.

  
Dec 8 and 9: For that truly unique gift, people can 

head to The Gathering Together on Saturday, Dec. 
8  from 10 a.m.  - 4 p.m. or Sunday, Dec. 9th from 
noon to 4 p.m. The Gathering Together is located at 
147 N. Center Street in Plainfield. Contact Rita Fio-
rentino for further information at (317) 797-2795. 

HC Holiday
Calendar
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By Lori D. Lowe

Lori Lowe is a marriage blogger at MarriageGems.com. Her book First Kiss to Lasting Bliss: Hope & Inspiration for Your Marriage is available on Amazon.com and in all e-book formats at www.LoriDLowe.com.  Lori and her husband of 17 years 
live in Indianapolis with their two children.

By Karl Zimmer III

Karl R. Zimmer III is a clinical hypnotist, having been licensed and certified by the State of Indiana.  His practice, Zimmer 
Success Group (http://Z-Success.com), is in Plainfield.  Information provided is for informational purposes only and is not 
intended to diagnose, treat, or cure any condition or illness.

By Sherry Strafford Rediger, PhD.

RRELATIONSHIPS

By Dick Wolfsie

Dick Wolfsie is author, columnist, and speaker. Contact him at wolfsie@aol.com.

HHC HUMOR

From my Inbox

New Optometrist to Join
Plain� eld Eye Care

Plain� eld Eye Care is pleased to announce the addition of Megan 
Walton, O.D., to its sta�  of optometrists serving the Plain� eld 
and metropolitan Indianapolis area since 1961. She joins Dr. Beth 
Groninger-Bright, who has been with the practice since 1991. Dr. 
Sha� er will begin enjoying his retirement at the end of this year.

A Hoosier native from Delphi, Indiana, Dr. Walton graduated from Depauw University as 
a Lilly Endowment Scholar with a bachelor’s degree in biology. As an undergraduate she 
participated in a Timmy Foundation medical mission trip to Quito, Ecuador. She received 
her optometry degree from Indiana University’s School of Optometry and was awarded the 
prestigious American Foundation for Vision Awareness scholarship in 2011.
Dr. Walton joins the practice from her current position as an optometrist at an Indianapolis 
LASIK center where her responsibilities included pre and post-operative care of refractive 
surgery patients. She has completed rotations focusing on ocular diseases and pathology as 
well as eye care for all ages at the Indianapolis Eye Care Center, the Bennett and Bloom Eye 
Center in Louisville, KY and the Veterans A� airs Clinic in Pensacola Florida. She is a mem-
ber of the Indiana Optometric Association and the American Optometric Association.

“I am excited to begin my career at a well-respected 
facility such as Plain� eld Eye Care and look forward to 
utilizing all my training and experience.”

Megan Walton, O.D.

Dr. Walton will begin seeing patients 
January 2, 2013.  Call Plain� eld Eye Care or 
visit the website to schedule appointments.

317-839-2368 • www.plainfi eldeyecare.com

Whenever I visit my doctor’s office, I have 
to fill out one form or another. Most of the 
time, the staff simply wants to confirm that my 
insurance hasn’t changed, which I think is just 
medical jargon for: “Has your coverage been 
dropped?” Before my last appointment, they 
asked me about my medications and about any 
side effects I’m experiencing. I never have any 
side effects, but I usually write down head-
aches, nausea, vomiting, hallucinations, de-
creased libido and heightened impulsivity. That 
way they’ll think I’m really taking all my pills.
Here is another question I had to an-

swer:  What is your nickname? I’d never been 
asked about this before and I really don’t have 
a nickname, but they hate it when you leave a 
blank space so I wrote down “Sparky.”  I knew 
if somehow that ended up on my vial of blood, 
it would cause a lot of chatter at the lipid lab.
Next, the form wanted me to list any new 

drugs I’m taking. And then it asked:  What is 
the frequency? I had my gout medicine with 
me, so I held it up to my ear, but I couldn’t hear 
a thing.
My alcohol consumption was also something 

they wanted to keep track of.  How many cans 
of beer, how many glasses of wine and how 
many shots of liquor do I consume in a week? I 
called my wife to see if she had any idea. “I buy 
you a case of beer a week,” she said.
“Wait a second. I don’t drink that much beer.”
“Oh, you mean actually ‘drink’ it? You didn’t 

say that.  I’d say you ingest five beers a week. 

The rest of the cans I find all over the house, 
either knocked over by the cat or warm and 
three-quarters full in the corners of your office.”
There were some questions about my family 

medical history, requesting info on relatives 
who had died and their cause of death, includ-
ing all four of my grandparents. My maternal 
grandmother died suddenly at 94, her demise 
was the result of large whiskey sours before 
breakfast and two packs of Camels a day. This 
should be a lesson to you. I’m just not sure 
what the lesson is.
The next line inquired about the deaths of my 

aunts and uncles. We were never a close-knit 
family, but I thought my brother, who still lives 
in New York, might remember some of the 
details. “Hello, Peter, it’s Dick.”
“Dick who?”
“Very funny. I have a question about Uncle 

Sid’s death.”
“Oh, how sad. I’m sorry to hear that. When 

did he die?”
“1985.”
This wasn’t getting me anywhere, so I simply 

scribbled in something to fill up the space—a 
cause of death that wouldn’t raise any red flags. 
It was likely that no one ever looked at those 
answers, anyway.  But apparently, I’m now quite 
the topic of conversation in the medical records 
department. I was told that of all the 2,000 
patients in this internal medicine practice, I’m 
the only one whose aunts and uncles were all 
run over by a bus.

Doctoring my questionnaire
If you’re a fan of detective fiction, you may have 

already discovered Louise Penny’s Inspector 
Gamache.  Penny embeds quite a lot of wisdom 
in her Inspector Gamache, and one of his most 
important contributions is the four phrases he 
learns that lead to wisdom: “I don’t know,” “I 
need help,” “I was wrong,” and “I’m sorry.”  
Gamache learned these phrases as the path to 

wisdom, and if you learn to use these phrases 
easily, comfortably, and liberally in your relation-
ships, they will also help you risk toward deeper 
and more intimate connection.
It is likely that you are comfortable with one or 

more of these phrases, and it is even more likely 
that one of these phrases is very difficult for you 
to say. If you are looking for a breakthrough in 
your ability to be connected and intimate in your 
relationships, focus especially on the phrase that 
seems most uncomfortable or foreign to you.
Each of the phrases, “I don’t know,” “I need 

help,” “I was wrong,” and “I’m sorry,” represents 
a way through the safety barriers and protec-
tive walls that feel natural for us to create. Each 
of these phrases represents a crack in the inner 
hardness that hinders our deep connection to 
others.
Tori and Dan appear to apologize easily to 

each other and agreed that the four phrases 
were good, but they thought they already used 
them well. On further reflection, Tori realized 
she never says, “I need help, and actually feels a 

lot of resentment toward Dan because he seems 
so unavailable to her.  Tori realized it feels risky 
for her to need Dan because she grew up feeling 
that she had to figure it all out on her own. No 
one was really there for her.  Tori would rather 
do it on her own than find out Dan might say no 
if she needed him. She resented Dan when he 
really had very little idea that she had needs that 
she had not risked telling him about.
Dan intentionally taught himself to say, “I’m 

sorry,” because he grew up in a family where 
that was never said. “I saw how destructive that 
was and I decided I wasn’t going to be like that.” 
But something in Dan totally resists saying “I 
was wrong.”  “It sounds weak,” said Dan. “I was 
always taught to never show weakness. I didn’t 
realize that when I say I’m sorry I was really just 
trying to keep the peace. I didn’t really consider 
that I might be wrong and I think I resented 
Tori for even having to say I was sorry.” 
Practicing these phrases and exploring the risk 

of vulnerability is courageous. Our culture of 
independence and self-sufficiency would have 
us believe it is weakness. But that is a lie – and 
a deep wound in our ability to be intimate and 
connected.
As Leonord Cohen writes, “There is a crack in 

everything. That’s how the light gets in.”  Cel-
ebrate the cracks – the risk of vulnerability and 
discover the gift of deeper connection. That’s 
how the light gets in.

Dr. Rediger has been helping individuals, couples and families for over 25 years and is in private practice in Plainfield. 
She can be reached at (317) 839-1333, through her website SherryRediger.com or by email at SherryRediger@Gmail.
com.

Risking toward connection

Many of us have had an accident of some kind 
and may have suffered an injury.   Some may 
have suffered other injuries, either physical or 
emotional.  When something like that happens 
to us, it is understandable to think of ourselves as 
victims, especially when another party is involved 
and seemingly responsible.  What is a potential 
negative consequence of our feeling like or be-
lieving we are victims?
In Neurolinguistic Programming (NLP), which 

is the study and application of how we form 
beliefs and how those beliefs drive behaviors, 
we look at the role of language as one factor.  
Language is more than simply the spoken word 
and includes nonverbal language as well as our 
internal dialogue.  What you say to yourself is 
important in recognizing why you may behave in 
a certain way. It relates to the notion, “What you 
believe, you will achieve.”  The caveat is that you 
need to be careful about what you say to yourself.
If you believe you are a victim, is it possible that 

you have relinquished not only your power but 
also responsibility for your circumstances?  If you 
are not responsible for your circumstances, then 
what purpose is there in learning new skills, in 

making good decisions, in eating healthy foods 
that support your body, in exercising, and in be-
ing a good example for your children?  Have you 
ever known someone who always blamed every-
one and everything else for his circumstances?  
How often have we heard a child say, “That 
wasn’t my fault?”  My mother never accepted that 
excuse because she told me it was my respon-
sibility to not allow myself to be in a situation 
that could result in my being hurt or getting in 
trouble.  It was my responsibility to leave a situ-
ation before getting in trouble or being hurt. I 
didn’t realize it at the time, but that lesson taught 
me much about responsibility, which carried over 
to all aspects of my life.
When you think of yourself as a victim, you 

give away everything that allows you to accom-
plish all the wonderful dreams and goals you 
deserve.  When you take full responsibility for 
what happens in your life, you become the victor 
over your life.  When you think of yourself as 
the victor, the master of your circumstances, then 
anything is possible.  How cool is that?

From victim to victor
Ronald Reagan left a treasure to his wife, Nan-

cy, that sealed his marital legacy. She kept a huge 
collection of personal love letters that he wrote 
to her over the years of their marriage. She’s 
shared many artifacts with his national library 
and along with telling their story, shares many 
letters in the book “I Love You, Ronnie.”
Ronnie, as she af-

fectionately called him, 
wore his heart on his 
sleeve where Nancy 
was concerned, and he 
wrote almost daily affir-
mations to her wherever 
he was. Not only were 
the letters the perfect 
gifts at the time he gave 
them, but they also 
continually reminded 
her of his love, even 
after his diagnosis with 
Alzheimer’s disease, and 
later, after his death.
Instead of roaming the malls for the perfect 

gift, spend a little time remembering when you 
first fell in love. Share your feelings and memo-
ries. Repeat regularly.
In our throwaway era of fast communication, 

Nancy says it’s “all too easy never to find the time 
to write letters” and calls this a great pity. She 
decided to share his letters to allow others to see 
how wonderful it can be to express what you feel 
to those you love.
So here are some ideas gleaned from his let-

ters to inspire you. This season, don’t think of 
the daunting task of 
writing one perfect 
love letter. Instead, 
select at least three 
different days this 
season where you 
write in a card or 
jot a note or attach 
a letter to a gift, 
expressing love to 
your spouse. Here 
are some techniques 
former President 
Reagan frequently 
used.
1. He wasn’t afraid 

to use silly pet names, even after he became the 
President. Use endearing terms that will make 
your partner smile. 
2. He varied the length and format of his letters 

from writing a note in a greeting card to scrib-
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bling a note with a doodle or writing on White 
House stationery. He often used hotel stationery. 
Writing on a postcard or hotel letterhead can 
convey the memories from trips or places you 
lived.
3. His notes were nearly all hand written, except 

when sent by telegram. Texts and e-mails written 
with heart are certainly welcome today, but try 
to make the special notes for this season hand 
written. 
4. Some letters included literary references. Use 

songs or books or movies that mean something 
to the two of you, especially if you have a hard 
time coming up with romantic language on your 
own.
5. He sometimes included a gift and often in-

cluded a funny note or explanation. It can be a 
small treat or something more extravagant, but a 
gift accompanied by a note is always fun.
6. He sometimes included personal memories 

or stories of their early days. Sharing memories 
helps bring back the feelings of those passionate 
days.
7. He was constantly telling Nancy how much 

he loved her, adored her, missed her, and needed 
her. Do you think she ever got tired of it? Here’s 
one example: “I’ve always loved and missed you, 
but never has it been such an actual ache…I’m 

all hollow without you.”  Don’t be afraid to share 
your feelings. Work hard to express your love.
8. He never missed a special note for Valentine’s 

Day, anniversary, Christmas, birthdays, Mother’s 
Day, etc. He sometimes treated ordinary days like 
a holiday, and treat holidays like an every day. For 
example, on their March anniversary in 1963, he 
wrote, “This is really just an ‘in between’ day. It is 
a day on which I love you 365 days more than I 
did a year ago and 365 days less than I will a year 
from now. But I wonder how I lived at all for 
all the 365s before I met you. All my love, Your 
Husband.” 
9. He used a letter to make up at least once, al-

though Nancy says they rarely argued. And after 
reading it, I don’t know many women who could 
stay mad. At the end, he assured her, “Whatever 
I treasure and enjoy—this home, our ranch, the 
sight of the sea—all would be without meaning 
if I didn’t have you. I live in a permanent Christ-
mas because God gave me you.”
10. He often shared with her his daily frustra-

tions of work or being separated. Sharing these 
frustrations and letting your spouse into your life 
and thoughts can help keep you feeling close.
11. He knew best how to keep it simple and 

always let Nancy know he loved and needed her 
in his life.

The perfect gift idea from Ronald Reagan

Brownsburg Branch Coming Soon!
1553 North Green Street

Jay Puckett, Regional Manager
317-341-1852

jpuckett@imcu.com
imcu.org

Dr. Barry Eppley is a board-certified plastic 
surgeon in Indianapolis. Comments can be sent to 
info@eppleyplasticsurgery.com.

BBODY BEAUTY
Surgery for skin and scars

By Barry L. Eppley, M.D., D.M.D.
Q: I am a 37-year-old male who has lost 90 
pounds over the last two years. I have been body 
building during that time and cannot seem to 
get rid of my stubborn belly skin/fat. I have some 
abdominal definition but too much skin under-
neath my navel. I am almost to the conclusion 
that some form of a tummy tuck is the only 
way I can get rid of the extra skin. 
A: You are to be congratulated on 
making such a body change. Not 
many people can lose nearly 100 
pounds on their own and end up 
with a fairly well-sculpted body. But 
you are correct in that you have 
done all you can do, and the lower 
abdominal skin will only respond 
to surgical removal. The good news is that it is 
tremendously successful and will put the final 
touches to your body transformation. A mini 
tummy tuck is what most men actually need as 
their abdominal skin shrinks much better than 
women’s because of retained skin elasticity (never 
having gotten pregnant). Also, male tummy 
tucks do not require manipulation of the rectus 
muscles (muscle sewing) for the same reason. 
This makes everything about the male tummy 
tuck a little easier than that of many women. 
The biggest problem in male tummy tucks is to 
control activity level afterwards for up to three 
weeks after surgery to avoid a postoperative fluid 
collection (seroma).

Q: I have a depressed scar across almost the whole 
of my forehead, cheeks and chin. I have tried 
chemical peels and microdermabrasion but all 
seem to burn that area alone precisely. I think the 
tissue or skin in that area is pretty damaged and I 
would like to have it excised.
A: Based on your description of a long depressed 

facial scar, I am not surprised that microderm-
abrasion or chemical peels were ineffective 

for its improvement. Neither of these 
are appropriate treatment strategies 
for scar reduction. I am glad that you 
went through those though so you 
could prove to yourself that scar exci-
sion, radical as it may seem initially, 
is usually the only effective treatment 

for a depressed scar. A depressed scar 
by definition has a thinner and more atrophic skin 
composition and a surface contour discrepancy to 
that of the adjacent normal skin. No treatments 
are really going to lower the shoulders of the edg-
es of the normal skin to match the depressed scar 
but that would not be appropriate even if it could. 
Removing the abnormal scar tissue and leveling 
the skin edges by bringing normal tissue together 
(surgical scar revision) is almost always a better 
approach … even if it is surgery and does take 
time to heal and for scar maturation to occur.
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Avon’s oldest, most established
INDEPENDENT collision repair center,

serving Hendricks county since 1990.

Join our celebration at
www.shaferscollision.com

for prizes and fun surprises.

Had an accident?
Been through hail? 

Exercise your Freedom!

Accident repair shouldn’t turn your 
life upside down!

Hail repair shouldn’t beat you up!

Avon’s oldest, most established INDEPENDENT collision repair center,
we treat people the way we’d like to be treated - friendly, informative,
fairly and respectfully. That and doing our best to serve God has been
foundational to our success. Old-fashioned values in today’s world - not 
just a catchy phrase, it really is our way of business. Working hard, pro-
viding excellent service and performing quality repairs, valuing you is 
why we’ve been chosen and honored to serve over 13,294 (some of them 
over 17 times)! We know we’re different than the rest and we think you’ll 
like it. 

For all auto body repair needs, 
choose Shafer’s Collision 271-1400.

TWLX258110.indd   1 11/14/12   1:00 PM

December
Teacher of the Month

Mrs. Deb America
By Alex Bell
4th Grade

Cedar Elementary School, Avon

My teacher should be honored as the Teacher of the 
Month because she is an awesome teacher and makes 
learning fun.  
Over the first seven weeks of fourth grade she has 
taught me and my class many responsibilities.  She 
makes us accountable when we forget our supplies (re-
corders for music class, gym shoes, homework), but in a 
positive and nice way that makes you want to remem-

ber the next time.  She‛s very outgoing, fun, and positive, which makes coming to school AWESOME!  She 
teaches us to be kind to others and to have confidence in ourselves. My mom said to me this weekend 
“You have been so helpful and kind the past couple of months” and I said, “It‛s because I have an awe-
some teacher as an example.”  My teacher is Mrs. Deb America and teaches 4th grade at Cedar Elemen-
tary.  Please choose her for this award, she has made school easier and more fun than ever before!!!.

Kids, send your name, address, and telephone number along with a 100-word summary of why your teacher should be honored as the 
Ology Spa/ICON Teacher of the Month to teacher@myicon.info by Dec. 10, 5 p.m. Each winning teacher wins a great gift from Ology Spa 
as well as a pizza party from Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate a deserving Hendricks County Teacher.

West
317.217.2200

North
317.814.4100

From left, Mrs.  Deb America,  Alex Bell and Camille Stutz.

Chicago’s Pizza, Plainfi eld, is the offi cial 
Ology Spa/ICON Teacher of the Month 
honor Pizza Party supplier.

Mrs. Leckron’s 4th-grade Central Elementary School student 
enjoy a pizza party to celebrate her November Teacher of the 
Month award. 
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TsT Home Improvement Services LLC 
Tip of the Month
By Tom S. Truesdale

The kitchen is one of the most popular rooms in your home. 
Updates to the kitchen can range from a simple door hardware 
change or sink replacement to a full scale renovation.
Home appraisal statistics confirm that investment in Kitchen 
Renovation pay back by immediately adding value to your home 
and make homes sell faster than homes that have not been 
updated.

As mentioned above, updates to the kitchen range greatly in scope and cost. Here are
a few examples in no particular order.
• Cabinet door hardware change • Lighting updates
• Sink, Faucet or Disposal update • Cabinet door upgrade
• Appliance relocations  • Countertop replacement
• Floor surface update  • Pantry organization
• Upper or lower cabinet replacements

Next month, Kitchen Renovations Part 2, will discuss the details and logistics that go
into renovating a kitchen. Renovation to the kitchen can potentially be an extremely
complicated room to renovate, a good deal of thought and planning needs to take place
before beginning your project....more to come next month!

TsT Home Improvement Services LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN 46168

                

1 Free Home Improvement Consulting Visit
Home Renovations  • Home Additions • Garages / Detached Buildings • Concrete

Decks • Home Improvements Consulting • Handyman Services • Hardwood Floor Restoration
Furniture Repair and Refinishing • Fitness Rooms / Home Climbing Walls

Kitchen Renovations - Part 1

* Advertisement intentionally upside down

By Ken Sebree

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and resident of Hendricks County for well over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or (317) 272-7800.

AHC ARCHITECTURE & HISTORY

With construction completed in 1866, the old 
Hendricks County Jail is possibly the oldest 
building in Danville that is still in use.  Located 
at 170 South Washington St., this sturdy brick 
structure is what is known as the “second empire” 
style of architecture.  It features a mansard roof 
covered with slate shingles and a central tower 
with high mansard roof.
The jail is designed with offices and holding 

cells on the main level and living quarters for 
the county sheriff and his family on the second 
story.  This was the custom at that time period 
throughout Indiana.  The sheriff ’s wife often 
earned additional money by contracting with the 
county to prepare the meals for county inmates.  
Thirty-two different families occupied the sher-
iff ’s residence above the county jail from 1866 to 
1974, when it was replaced by a new county jail 
located near the county home on the east side of 
Danville.
In 1974, this former jail was turned over to the 

Hendricks County Historical Society to be used 
as a museum of local history.
In 1977, the exterior of the building underwent 

extensive renovations to repair deterioration 

caused by the effects of well over a century of 
Indiana weather.  There were still a few photo-
graphs of the old jail available taken in the mid 
1800s.  These became a valuable tool to those 
who were renovating its exterior.  The old pho-
tographs were used to help faithfully restore the 
building’s appearance to its original glory.  Then 
in 1983, the old county jail was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  
The old county jail is now the home of the 

Hendricks County Historical Museum.  It is 
open to the public at no cost and displays nu-
merous photographs and articles depicting life in 
Hendricks County back to the very beginning of 
Indiana statehood.
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The Old Hendricks County Jail
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Compiled by Rose Richard

ARTIST PROfILE

Framing Hendricks County for 20 years!
124 E. Northfi eld Dr Ste. K • Brownsburg, IN 46112

317-852-0252 • www.ArtisticDesignsGallery.net
Gallery Hours: Sun/Mon by appointment only, Tues/Th urs 10: a.m. to 7 p.m., Wed/Fri/Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

124 E. Northfi eld Dr Ste. K • Brownsburg, IN 46112

“Winter Landscape Acrylic Painting”
Saturday, December 1st from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Cost: $45 Supplies included

Sign up now for Creative Winter Workshops!
“Holiday Décor and Gift Tags”

Friday, December 7th from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Cost: $20 

“Holiday Crewel Embroidery Ornament ” 
Saturday, December 8th from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Cost: $30

Visit our website 
or call 852-0252 
to register today!

I

Compiled by Rick Myers

HC ICON

Lola McElyea is an award-winning artist who is accomplished in all mediums of brush art.  She has studied and taught art 
throughout. Lola will have a solo art exhibit (featuring twenty pieces) at the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce, Indianapolis 
this month.

Name: Lola S. McElyea

Town I live in: Avon

Art Medium: I work in all major mediums: water color, oil, pencil and pastel. 

Art Education: I studied art at Pikeville College in Kentucky and over 30 years of personal study and seminars.

When I started my art: In childhood but became serious in the 1970’s.

Retired: Taught art for OASIS, Michaels Art and Craft store, and home schooled children.

What my art represents to me: A total release of all of my creative ideas, emotions and feelings.

What inspires me to create: All creation in nature and in my fellow man.

What I hope art appreciators like about my work: I hope my work touches them on an emotional level in a very 
positive way.
 
My most rewarding accomplishment as an artist is: Four thousand limited edition prints done from my painting 
of my hometown of Grundy, Virginia.  The painting was set in the year 1953.  The town was demolished in 2005-2006 because 
of flooding.  The town was relocated.  The town library sold the prints as a fund raiser and I donated over $10,000 to the building 
fund of a new children’s wing on the library from the sales.

Awards:
1992 Best of Show- Indiana Federation of Artist Clubs Exhibit
1993 Best of show-Monrovia Festival Art Show
1993 “Purchase Award”- Hoosier Salon annual Exhibit
1994 President’s Choice Award-World Pork Expo Exhibit
1997 First Place WC Award- World Pork Expo Exhibit
1997 First Place Oil Award- World Pork Expo Exhibit 
1998 Best of Show Cooper Clemens Religious Art Exhibit
1998 Grand Champion Award- Hendricks Co. Fair Art Exhibit
1999 Grand Champion Award- Hendricks Co. Fair Art Exhibit
2000 Grand Champion Award- Hendricks Co. Fair Art Exhibit
2000 Merit Awards- Indiana Watercolor society annual Exhibit
1990-2012  Exhibited Indiana State Fair Annual 
     Exhibit--Purchase Award 2002
2001 Best of Show- Central Indiana Art League Annual Exhibit
2002 Two paintings exhibited in the Annual Hoosier Salon Exhibit
2002 Governor’s Choice Award at the Annual Indiana State Fair 
      Exhibit
 
Solo Exhibits:
Twenty-one piece exhibits- Indianapolis Chamber of 
Commerce- 1996-2010
Galleries, Banks, and Libraries.

Art is release of emotions

Above: Artist Lola S. McElyea. Below, clockwise from the top: Scuba Venture, Grundy 
1953, Family Gathering,  Blue Pitcher Still Life, Engine 1361, Swan at Rest.
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Margaret E. “Maggie” Hoernemann, Avon Community School Corporation superintendent, will 
complete her first semester as leader of the school system. Born in Chicago and reared in both Con-
necticut and Chicago, she is the youngest of five. She studied French and Spanish at Miami of Ohio, 
received her Master’s from Roosevelt University in Chicago, and her Ph.D. from Purdue. Mag-
gie began her teaching and administrative career in a suburban Chicago district, was a teacher and 
administrator in rural Benton County, and was Avon Community School’s first director of human 
resources in 2000. Her educational experience includes teaching and administration at all levels – kin-
dergarten through graduate school. She is an avid reader and also enjoys playing golf and traveling 
with her husband, Steve. Here we learn more about Maggie Hoernemann, our December HC ICON 
of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Kindness

What do you most deplore in others? Mean-spirited behavior

What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? Having easy access to rural, 
suburban, and urban atmosphere and amenities

If you had to live elsewhere in Metro Indianapolis, where would it be? Downtown 
If you could begin life over¸ what would you change?  Nothing. I would not be where 
I am now had I not made the mistakes I’ve made, had the experiences I have had—whether good or 
bad.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? Traveling with family 
What makes you happiest? Spending time with family

What is your favorite vacation spot? The next place! We rarely visit the same place twice. 
There are too many wonderful places to see.

What do you do with idle time? Read

What is it that makes you angry? Dishonesty

What do you do to escape from reality? Read

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My husband  
Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? This individual is very 
humble and would not want to be singled out. He knows who he is.

What is the quality you most like in a man? 
Great sense of humor

What is the quality you most like 
in a woman? Great sense of humor

What is your greatest extrav-
agance? Traveling frequently 
to see family all over the country 
and traveling in general.

What are your fears, 
phobias? Spiders—not too 
crazy about snakes either. 
What has been the hap-
piest time of your life? 
Now

Which talent would you 
most like to possess? To 
write well

What do you most value in 
your friends? Their acceptance of me 
as I am. I can be myself with them.

What is your greatest regret?  I don’t 
have any significant regrets.  After a mistake, 
I just try to learn from it and move on.  
What tenet do you live by? The truth 
always wins; goodness always triumphs.

Margaret E. “Maggie” Hoernemann



Tell your back, neck or joint pain 
you’re making other plans.

2012-13 U.S.News & World Report’s Best Hospitals

If you’re fed up with chronic back, neck or joint pain, Indiana University Health West Hospital can help. Our 
nationally ranked back, neck and joint specialists offer expert care and minimally invasive surgery options to 
help you get rid of your pain for good. So you can look forward to less pain, and get back to doing what you love.

Look forward to less pain at iuhealth.org/less-pain

©2012 IU Health


